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Sun and Stars, It’s the classic
dream Topanga view home

YOU’RE INVITED TO A WRIGHT WAY TEAM OPEN HOUSE!
1555 FERNWOOD PACIFIC DR, TOPANGA
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, AUGUST 21ST FROM 2-5PM
This charming 2 bedroom home on a half acre of abundant usable land, is
perched above Fernwood, far back from the street,with jaw dropping vistas of
the Santa Monica Mountains, peace, quiet, and privacy, combine to create your
perfect sanctuary. Quick access to the coast, and the dream becomes a mission.
Here it all comes true. Walls of windows under the sheltering limbs of gracious
old oaks, canyon wide views, a hand built stone fireplace, vintage wood walls,
bold red bedrock boulders, mature gardens, a wide deck for taking it all in, that
outdoor surfer’s shower for washing off the salt and sand. Bright sunlight streams
through walls of view windows, unique wood walls and ceilings feel shipshape.
A shed that could be a studio. Another to store all the things. Plenty of parking.
Outrageous 270 degree views, massive rock formations, oaks and fruit trees, 2
lots, both with street frontage and off street parking, both lots with flat areas with
room for a future pool, ADU units, creative studios, gardens, hobby farm, or simply
your own open land to wander and enjoy. Life is lovely here. Through the main
bedroom French doors, the sun rises pink and the bird’s song begins. At the top
of Fernwood, the sun goes later into the evening. The moisture in the air makes
the sunshine sparkle. Watch the twinkling lights of the canyon as the dusk settles
towards night. Slip down the backroads for dinner at the beach, or that surfing
dawn patrol, or stay home to explore the secret neighborhood trails. At day’s
end, relax atop sandstone boulders and watch the moon rise and stars twinkle
in the dark night sky from your own private paradise. Watch the hawks surf the
updrafts. Live the Topanga dream.

2 BED | 1.5 BATH | 1,200 SQ FT
$1,149,000
Ready to see how different the curated white glove Compass approach is to selling real estate? Utilizing the Wright
Way Team and our access to Compass Private Exclusives, Compass Concierge, and many other amazing services,
will change how you have ever experienced the real estate process. There is a reason why Compass has been the #1
Brokerage in Topanga 3 years running and why the Wright Way Team is the #1 team in Topanga. We are a local family
team powered by a forward thinking, fast moving, high touch and high technology company, changing the industry for
the better, leading from the heart, and delivering exceptional results for our clients!
@thewrightwayteam
NUMBER ONE TOPANGA TEAM. PASSIONATE LOCAL AGENTS. UNPARALLELED MARKETING REACH. INNOVATIVE
TECHNOLOGY. RESULTS DELIVERED. AN EXPERIENCE LIKE NO OTHER.

Adrian Wright

Jordan Wright

818.939.6415
adrian.wright@compass.com
DRE 00935559

818.746.6987
jordanwright@compass.com
DRE 01952694

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01991628. All material presented herein is intended for
informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement
is made as to the accuracy of any description. #1 Topanga agents status based on total closed transaction sides. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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From the Desk of Tom Cat: “What’s with all the dogs?”
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Butterflies & Dogs. Life is Good!
That’s pretty much what this edition of The Canyon Chronicle is about, except for Tom Cat’s
point of view (above).
Butterflies because Butterfly Day at the Mountain Mermaid is happening on August 28, 9 a.m.-5
p.m. and the beauty of butterflies has migrated not just to our cover but into a double spread
plus one (Pages 8-9 and 11) designed by Bill Buerge, owner of the Mermaid. The day will be full
of activities and music and Sergio Jimenez’ nursery will have native plants for sale to inspire you
to create your own pollinator garden.
And dogs? Well it’s still the Dog Days of Summer (Page 12), so we not only have Part 2 in this
issue but will have Part 3 in the next one. We do love our dogs.
You can tell it’s the end of summer. Kids have just gone back to school and coverage of our
newsiest event is the field trip to 69 Bravo sponsored by the Topanga Historical Society.
Members got quite a buzz when the Fire Hawk helitanker came in fast, low, and loud in a
dramatic flyover...without a water drop. (Page 4)

Contact US
editor@thecanyonchronicle.com
General inquiries:
info@thecanyonchronicle.com
Advertising inquiries:
ads@thecanyonchronicle.com
P.O. Box 1101
Topanga, CA 90290
(310) 460-9786
Follow us on Instagram @thecanyonchronicle,
& Facebook and twitter @CanyonChronicle
The Canyon Chronicle is an
independent community newspaper
published bi-weekly by Canyon Media,
Inc.©2020. All rights reserved.
thecanyonchronicle.com

Senior reporter, Annemarie Donkin and I made a return visit for lunch at Cafe on 27, and were
treated to some nice surprises. (Page 6)
As we ease into the work-a-day world and the days grow shorter, you might be interested to
know where we’re going to get all that lithium to power the batteries for our electric vehicles.
Answer: From the United States, not China. Surprised? Although the U.S. has one operating
lithium mine in Nevada, plans are afoot to mine the Salton Sea in California to power a new
lithium plant. It will use the geothermal energy there that pushes lithium and other minerals
to the surface. Paula LaBrot explains the pros and cons of mining, which isn’t ever good for the
environment but think “green.” It’s a compromise. (Page 6)
Wondering “What’s in the Stars” for September? Astrologist Kait Leonard says September
suggests, “Honor your Mother... Earth... and your own spiritual traditions.” (Page 14)
It may get complicated but, yes, Life is Good.
—Flavia Potenza

TheCanyonChronicle.com

After attending Butterfly School, Bill Buerge of
the Mountain Mermaid got to to use his newfound butterfly wrangling skills during a photo
shoot for a children’s clothing catalog, shot by
Malibu-based photographer, Laura Doss-Hertz.
“The impossibly adorable model lit up when I
brought the monarch onto the set, a newborn,
fresh from our butterfly breeding area.” (See
pages 8-9, 11). Photo by Laura Doss-Hertz (@
lauradosshertz)
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News

Simon T (left), owner of 69 Bravo, with Will Carey of Arson Watch (center) and Roger
Pugliese of TASC (right).

PHOTOS BY ANNEMARIE DONKIN

The Fire Hawk helitanker came in fast, low, and loud in a dramatic flyover.

James Grasso of TCEP, explained the
importance of 69 Bravo for radio
communication among first responders
in the Santa Monica Mountains.

Battalion Chief Rick Lewis described
features of the 69 Bravo helistop and why
it is a state-of-the-art facility.

Douglas Fascennelli, the new captain of
Station 69.

Ed O’Neill, president of THS and
sponsor of the 69 Bravo Field Trip,
welcomed about 70 THS members and
officials.

69 Bravo Helistop is Ready for Fire Season
The Topanga Historical
Society sponsored a field
trip to visit the unique
facility on July 31.

By Annemarie Donkin
Set high atop Saddle Peak, the 69 Bravo
Helistop is a unique facility where
water-dropping helicopters can quickly

Thinking About Buying
or Selling a Home?
EXPERIENCE SOMETHING
DIFFERENT
Responsiveness.
Attention to Detail.
Results.

KIRSTEN BOHMAN
(310) 403-4818
KirstenBohman@gmail.com
IG: vacayeveryday4life

137 S. Topanga Canyon Blvd.
DRE# 00528707
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refill from four self-replenishing water
reservoirs that provide Topanga and its
neighbors with the world’s top water
supply station.
With a 360-degree view of the
surrounding areas, the state-of-theart helistop is fully automated with
24/7 live cameras, a weather station,
sprinklers, fire sensors and other hightech capabilities that help protect the
entire Santa Monica Mountains and
surrounding areas from wildfire.
Owned by Simon T and leased to
L.A. County, the 34-acre site also
boasts two helipads, one for the
Sheriffs’ Dept. and one for L.A.
County Fire to land the waterdropping FireHawk helicopters
capable of holding up to 1,000 gallons
in their external belly tanks and three
magnificent Chinook helitankers that
carry 3,000 gallons that are currently
on lease for fire season to Los Angeles,
Ventura and Orange Counties.
69 Bravo also supports medical
and Search and Rescue efforts of the
L.A. County Sheriffs’ Department.
There is even a small water tank for
deer and local wildlife so they stay
away from the big tanks.
Topanga Historical Society
Field Trip
To see and learn what 69 Bravo
Helistop is capable of, more than 70
members of the Topanga Historical
Society (THS) ventured up the
mountain on a hot and muggy
Sunday morning to visit the site.
The event was hosted by Historical
Society and President Ed O’Neill,
who welcomed the group to see the
remarkable facility. O’Neill opened
with a short description of 69
Bravo, then introduced L.A. County
Fire Battalion Chief Rick Lewis,
who spoke of the site as a totally

contained facility, with four tanks,
helipads and weather station.
“This facility is uniquely equipped
to have the resources at our disposal.
So far, 1.6 million gallons of water
have been dropped from here,” Lewis
said. “We also use this for medical
transport. If something happens in
Topanga, we can land a ‘copter and
transport someone from home to
UCLA or Northridge in minutes.”
James Grasso of Topanga
Coalition for Emergency Preparation
(TCEP) and the president of Topanga
CERT, spoke about the importance
of 69 Bravo for radio communication
among first responders in the Santa
Monica Mountains.
Grasso said that “top of the hour”
emergency updates from 69 Bravo
are transmitted via TCEP.com and
Twitter on TCEP@90290. TCEP has
set two repeaters on the mountain so
the site can also be used as a command
center. For more information: t-cep.
org/emergencystatus.
While Grasso was speaking,
Battalion Chief Lewis tapped him on
the shoulder and pointed to the sky.
On cue, a FireHawk did a spectacular
flyover, buzzing the group with an
ear-splitting roar.
Everyone cheered, knowing
that Topanga and the Santa
Monica Mountains were safe in
the hands of 69 Bravo and the
brave and experienced L.A. County
Firefighters and Sheriffs Search and
Rescue teams who use it.
“There are 90-100 Helistops in
L.A. County; 69 Bravo is the gold
standard,” said Douglas Fascenelli,
the new captain of Topanga’s Station
69. “For Topanga, you want this here.”
For more information about the
Topanga Historical Society, visit
topangahistoricalsociety.org.

ALL THINGS CONNECTED
Lithium and The New ‘White-Gold’ Rush
By Paula LaBrot

M

ost of us barely remember
the element Lithium from the
Periodic Table. It is the third lightest
element, coming in with an atomic
weight of 3 after Hydrogen and
Helium. It is the lightest, least dense
of all solid elements. According
to Britannica.com, Lithium is too
reactive and flammable to exist
freely by itself in nature. It is found in
mineral compounds in igneous rock
formed by cooled magma. It is also
present in briny water.
Lithiumnews.com reports 87% of
the world’s Lithium comes from salt
lakes. The remaining 13% is mined
traditionally. Chile has the world’s
largest supply of Lithium, followed
by Australia, Argentina, China and
Portugal. According to Solarreviews.
com, “Although lithium can be found
all over the United States, there
is only one operating mine in the
country: the Albemarle Silver Peak
Mine in Nevada. This mine uses
the brine extraction method to pull
the lithium deposits from under the
earth’s surface. The brine is usually
found below the surface of dry lake
beds, typically in deserts.
Uses of Lithium
To most people, Lithium is usually
associated with the management of
bi-polar disorder. Lithium affects the
flow of sodium through nerve and
muscle cells in the body and is an
effective mood stabilizer used to treat
or control the manic episodes. Manic
symptoms include hyperactivity,
rushed speech, poor judgment,
reduced need for sleep, aggression,
and anger. But, it is in the industrial
arena where Lithium has become
such a hot commodity.
According to Lithium News,
56% of Lithium production is used
for battery production. The largest
consumer of Lithium-ion batteries
is the EV (electric vehicles) industry,
although 36% of Lithium batteries is
used for portable electronic devices
like computers and cell phones.

A Geo-thermal plant generates electricity by using underground heat to make steam,
which is pushed through a turbine that turns an electricity generator.

Why? “Lithium is highly reactive; as
a result, it easily conducts a current
through a battery. Lithium is also
much lighter than other metals
used in batteries, which means
it is good for small objects such
as phones, as well as for cars that
require a lot of battery power. Lastly,
Lithium batteries are re-chargeable,”
according to Lithium-news.com.
Geo-Political Issues
Current global political conditions
have exposed the vulnerabilities
of depending on foreign supply
chains. The race is on around the
world to develop more local sources
of Lithium and the manufacturing
facilities needed to produce Lithiumion batteries. Right now, most of the
Lithium batteries used in industry
are manufactured in China, who gets
the Lithium from Chile and other
developing nations where they are
paying off officials and practicing
unfettered environmental damage
and human rights violations with
laborers. Look out, Mother Earth!
Mining always has a big footprint.
Environmental journalist Maeve
Campbell writes, “Any type of resource
extraction is harmful to the planet.
This is because removing these raw
materials can result in soil degradation,
water shortages, biodiversity loss,
damage to ecosystem functions and an
increase in global warming.” Lithium

mining does have some serious
environmental side effects.
Emily Walker, content marketer
at energysage.com, writes about
the two main methods of mining
for Lithium. “The ore (rock with
valuable minerals) is extracted from
either open-pit or underground
mines through boring holes drilled
hundreds of feet beneath Earth’s
surface. This process requires
large supplies of water and emits
significant amounts of carbon
dioxide.Extracting lithium from
brine lake deposits requires even
more water and typically takes
place in areas experiencing drought
conditions.”
Billions of gallons of water are
used, ground water is contaminated,
flora and fauna are threatened with
extinction. In a report by Friends of
the Earth, Campbell finds, “Lithium
extraction inevitably harms the soil
and causes air contamination. As
demand rises, the mining impacts are
“increasingly affecting communities
where this harmful extraction takes
place, jeopardizing their access to
water… In Chile’s Atacama salt flats,
mining consumes, contaminates,
and diverts scarce water resources
away from local communities.”
The Salton Sea
A third method of mining Lithium is a
geo-thermal approach. A geothermal

plant generates electricity by using
underground heat to make steam,
which is pushed through a turbine
that turns an electricity generator.
Geo-thermal plants pump hot,
steamy water to the surface. Guess
what? The water is briny! Mineral rich
briny, including Lithium. Lithium
carbonate, zinc and manganese can
be captured out of the wastewater
from this process. This method is,
actually, a greener approach.
There are three companies who
want to do this at the Salton Sea,
Riverside’s shallow, land-locked,
highly saline body of water and
a critical environmental habitat
for birds along the Pacific Flyway,
including 95% of the White
Pelicans.
It turns out, the Salton Sea is the
Saudi Arabia of Lithium. There are
already 11 geo-thermal plants in the
area, so it would be a matter of just
setting up recovery systems to grab
the Lithium before cooled water
is pumped back underground.
However, the plan includes adding
battery factories in the same area.
This kind of development could
provide money for restoration
projects to save the polluted, droughtstarved, shrinking, dying lake, like
building a canal to the Sea of Cortez
so the lake would have an outlet to
be able to start cleaning itself, and
the creation of lower salinity ponds
to support wildlife. Doubting locals
worry about environmental damage
and effects on earthquake activity as
drilling takes place right over the San
Andreas Fault.
But to the mostly poor, MexicanAmerican, 12% unemployed area
inhabitants, the project offers
hope of what could be a brighter
future in a transfer from a dying
agricultural economy to a green
industry economy. All kinds of
studies are underway, but it seems
California has a new industry about
to explode in “Lithium Valley.” Call
your broker!
Vamos a ver!

5Journeys Opens New Forest Immersion Pre-school Option
The Topanga-based non-profit, 5Journeys, will hold
an open house on August 28, 4 p.m., to introduce
Better World Learning Pod for ages two-and-ahalf-to five-year-olds. Classes begin September 1.
Enrollment is ongoing until all 12 slots are filled.
Better World Learning Pod is Topanga’s first early
childhood education option at the nine-acre Better
World Gardens in Topanga’s Tuna Canyon reserve.
Each Friday, children will experience a forest school
curriculum in our farm and woodlands, where they
will engage in real-life, inquiry-based explorations
of nature, regenerative farming, and ecology.
Forest Fridays are led by attorney-turnedregenerative farmer, Haven McVarish. He explains
that Better World Learning Pod will give more
than a basic preschool education “by providing
children a space to foster curiosity and create their
own projects; we help instill our students with a
lifelong love and appreciation for nature and our
connection with all living things.”

Monday through Thursday, the Better World
Learning Pod will be taught by renowned early
education teacher and mother, Amanda June, an
expert in the Reggio Emilia approach for more than
a decade. She employs an emergent curriculum
for children to learn their kinder-prep building
blocks through team-based projects and multiple
hands-on learning catalysts. As they explore these
sources of inspiration, Amanda June and the
children co-create group projects that go deep into
the subject matter. Therefore, children’s learning
is based on their interests and inspires children to
explore an endless number of ways of learning. The
Reggio Emilia approach to learning emphasizes the
environment as the “third teacher.” Amanda June
expertly weaves in math, science, writing, reading
skills, and physical and social-emotional learning
while the children pursue their interests.
Monday through Wednesday the pod will
gather at a Topanga home by Froggy’s with two

classrooms and six outdoor play/learn zones.
Thursdays will be spent exploring our local
community in project-based field trips.
To make the pod more accessible to families,
5Journeys, will offer co-op slots for parents who
want to volunteer for discounted tuition. Enroll
now to take advantage of a 15% annual discount on
tuition. Enroll at BetterWorldPod.org.
NOTE: To best protect members of the pod
and promote the public health, the Pod is proscience and pro-vaccine. It requires specific
vaccines for children and regular COVID tests,
daily temperature tests, and masks for sniffling or
coughing children.
For more information, contact Denise DeGarmo at
denise@5Journeys.org; or Haven and Betsy at (305)
766-4389. Better World Learning Pod is run by
5Journeys, a non-profit headquartered in Topanga.
Learn more at 5Journeys.org.
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LIFESTYLE
Catching Up with Café on 27
Café on 27 is a unique and
delightful restaurant in the
heart of Topanga where one
can enjoy breakfast and
lunch or simply relax with a
Caffé Latte on the patio. You
might even catch a glimpse of
the red tail hawk hunting in
the canyon below!
By Annemarie Donkin

T

wo weeks ago, Flavia Potenza,
publisher of The Canyon
Chronicle and I decided to drop in to
Café on 27 for lunch. I had covered
the restaurant when it first opened
and it seemed time for an update. The
patio, where we were sitting enjoying
the fresh breeze, overlooks not just
one deck but three, built at different
levels. That wasn’t the only update for
the cafe.
While perusing the menu, I
happened upon a new dish described
as “Zizulini Pasta.” Intrigued, I asked
the server for her opinion of this new
menu item. She smiled and said it
was one of their best, so I ordered
it immediately. A short time later, a
bowl of colorful Fusilli pasta lightly
tossed with a sherry cream sauce
infused with macadamia nuts and
zucchini strings and garnished with
fresh herbs and a yellow pansy, was
set before me. It was love at first

AMIR ROFOUGARAN

ANNEMARIE DONKIN

Delicious Zizulini Pasta at Café on 27

bite! Beautiful, light and lovely with
delicate flavors unlike any I have
experienced—and I have been to
Italy. It was a revelation.
When proprietor Amir Rofougaran
visited our table, he informed us that
the pasta dish was balanced with the
five elements of the Chinese zodiac—
wood, fire, earth, metal and water.
These are derived from the Five
Elements Theory—or Wu Xing—a
philosophy used to describe the
relationship and interdependence
between all things.
Amir proudly introduced the
Head Chef Axel Aleman, who helped
develop the pasta dish so we could
thank him in person.
A Unique Topanga Experience
It was such a lovely afternoon and

A red-tail hawk found its dinner in the
canyon below Cafe on 27. Photo by Amir
Rofougaran

we couldn’t have asked for better
company in Amir—he is an innovative
restaurateur with the soul of a poet.
“My philosophy about the
restaurant is I want it to be a model
of environmental consciousness,” he
said after the Café’s Grand Opening in
2019. “In restaurant service, I believe
in the move to fresh, natural life; we
are going for 100 percent organic
and would like to put as much into
environmentally-safe disposal.” As
one example, he installed a state-ofthe-art water filtration system that
makes the tap water they serve at
every table truly remarkable for its
pure, clean taste.
The menu is not only up to
date but evolving with new dishes
such as the Zizulini Pasta—
staying fresh, seasonal and organic

throughout the year.
Amir’s attention to detail shows,
as on that day both the upper and
lower patios were full of Topangans
and tourists lingering over their
salads and lattes while gazing upon
the spectacular views of the canyon
and hills beyond.
Soon after the restaurant opened,
Amir, who planned to remove a
large eucalyptus tree, had it cut only
halfway, then built an “eagle’s nest” on
it. Golden eagles in the area are rare,
but upon research, we discovered
that two chicks had been born at the
outermost edges of the Santa Monica
mountains that year.
Four years later, we asked Amir if
anyone had moved into the nest. To
our surprise, he pulled up a photo,
not of an eagle, but of a red-tail hawk,
who had just caught dinner from
the canyon below. It’s comforting to
know that Amir created a welcoming
space not only for people, but for the
wildlife we share it with, in this case
the hawk and its sustenance.
In these waning days of summer
do yourself a favor and enjoy the space
over good food, perhaps with good
friends, at Café on 27. It is a magical
experience—like taking a minivacation right in your own backyard.
Café on 27, 1861 N. Topanga Canyon
Blvd., Topanga, CA 90290. Open
8 a.m.–4 p.m. Daily Phone: (424)
272-7267. Contact for Private Events:
CafeOn27@gmail.com; cafe-27.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Topanga Film Festival Young
Filmmakers Showcase is Back

19712 VALLEY VIEW DR, TOPANGA, CA 90290

We are looking for kids/teens from all over
the globe to submit their short film. Think
scripted movie, stop-motion animation,
narrated video, special effects, etc. It can be
filmed and edited on an iPhone, produced
with a team, made at film camp, anything!
As long as most of the film was created by kids/teens, it is acceptable.
The deadline is extended to Sept 20th, so there is plenty of time to
get something together! Please follow this link for all the details:
linktr.ee/TFFYoungFilmmakersShowcase
Thank you! Lights, camera, action!

‘Under the Oaks’
Salon Series Returns

LISTED FOR

$1,250,000

3 BEDS | 2 BATHS | 1,020 SQFT
This 1,020 square foot single family home has 3
bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. This home is
located at 19712 Valley Dr, Topanga, CA 90290.

TANYA STARCEVICH

Realtor® | DRE# 01864259
Ranked Top 10% Keller Williams
C: 310-739-4216 I F: 310-774-3801
www.tanyashouses.com
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Each office is independently owned and operated. DRE#01499010

Will Geer’s Theatricum Botanicum presents
“Under the Oaks,” four Thursday evenings of
music on Theatricum’s spectacular outdoor
stage in Topanga. Shows start at 8 p.m.
September 8, Beethoven Under the
Stars—The evening will feature two early
string trios by Beethoven: Trio for Strings
in C Minor, Op. 9 No. 3, and Trio for Strings in E Flat Major, Op. 3,
performed by Much Ado About Music with Lawrence Sonderling on
violin; Anja Sonderling on viola; and Daril Boland on cello.
September 15, Cabaret Theatricum Sings Sondheim—
Theatricum company members celebrate the enduring legacy of the
great Stephen Sondheim with songs from Sunday In The Park With
George, Passion, Gypsy, Sweeney Todd, West Side Story, A Funny
Thing Happened On The Way To The Forum, A Little Night Music,
Company, Assassins, Saturday Night and Into The Woods.
Remaining dates are Sept. 22, Acoustic Asylum, and Sept.
29, Homecoming. Tickets: $25;(310) 455-3723; theatricum.com.
Proof of vaccination or negative Covid test within 72 hours and ID
required for admission; masks recommended.

Environment
Help Topanga’s Oak Woodlands Beat theDrought

PHOTOS BY JELLY KAHLER

Above: Jelly Kahler waters a young oak tree
Left: Members of Thrive Market on the move at Trippet
Ranch Oak Care event.

By Jelly Kahler

E

very year it seems the summers begin early
and stretch into the fall. Record-breaking
temperatures occur like clockwork as California’s
drought continues and efforts to cut usage and
reduce our personal impacts seem to make little
difference. It’s easy to feel discouraged. But your
local Resource Conservation District of the Santa
Monica Mountains (RCDSMM) may have a
solution: Get out and volunteer!
The RCDSMM hosts volunteer events twice a

month throughout the spring and summer and
into the fall and we’re always looking for helping
hands. During these events, participants help
RCD staff care for and water more than 275 coast
live oaks planted throughout Trippet Ranch in
Topanga State Park to replace many mature
oaks that have succumbed to the drought. Our
volunteers spend the day hiking mountain trails,
orange water buckets in tow, in search of thirsty
young oak trees. They may feel exhausted by day’s
end but invigorated thanks to the positive impact
they’re having on our local ecosystem.

Next time you’re feeling a little helpless about
the changing climate, grab your hat, some hiking
shoes and a water bottle and join us in Topanga’s
oak woodland!
For the full list of event dates, visit: rcdsmm.org/
upcoming-events. For more information:
(818) 597-8627; info@rcdsmm.
Jelly Kahler is Education & Communications
Specialist for RCDSMM, (661) 269-6901,
akahler@rcdsmm.org.

19696 Grand View Dr. $1,150,000
SOLD

Lisa Saver
CalBre Lic.#01203202

310.455.2540
Mobile 310.804.8607
TopangaHomesOnline.com

Charming two bedroom, two bath, View home in Fernwood area of Topanga
Canyon. This sweet home is located on approx. 4/10 of an acre with
amazing trees and panoramic views. This home has multiple wrap around
viewing decks and a spacious custom stone patio. Perfect for entertaining!
There’s also a large flat grassy lawn and a detached studio – Office. Very
private and quiet. Lovely garden setting. Close to hiking trails, PCH, and
Malibu’s most beautiful beaches.

Sotheby’s International Realt y and the Sotheby’s
International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered)
service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s
International Realty, Inc. If your property is listed with a
real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to
solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy
to work with them and cooperate fully.
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Butterfly
Day
at the
Mermaid

Under blue skies and surroun

community partners Bill Buerg

the Mountain Mermaid and the T
Science and Arts Committees will

Butterfly Day on Sunday, Augus
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By Alisa Land Hill
Our first event after COVIDand we are delighted to
gather again in person for a magical day of butterflies,
live music, environmental education, hands-on
interactive learning, and activities for children and
adults alike. The event will feature a live butterfly
house, live honey bee exhibit, environmental
conservation tables, musical performances, with food
and drinks for purchase. All proceeds will benefit
science education at Topanga’s local public school,
Topanga Elementary Charter School, and the Xerces
Society for Invertebrate Conservation.
The Mermaid first launched “Monarch Day” in
2015 where free milkweed plants were offered to each

nded by native flowers,

ge, Gail McDonald-Tune of

Topanga Elementary School
be hosting the third annual

st 28, from 9 a.m to 5 p.m.
of the 100 homes in Sylvia Park, the neighborhood
where the Mermaid is located. It was a big hit and
successive Butterfly Days followed in 2016 and
2017. In 2018 and 2019, The Mermaid and Topanga
Elementary combined forces and co-hosted Butterfly
Day and the Topanga Town Council proclaimed an
official Butterfly Day in Topanga.
This event has captured the imagination of our
community—engaging students, families, educators,
artists, performers, environmental activists, and
community leaders alike. At this vital moment, when
butterflies and other pollinators face unprecedented
challenges and the pressures of climate change stress
our natural resources, our community is working to
raise awareness and empower us all to take collective
action to conserve and protect our irreplaceable
environmental legacy.
To support education and awareness among our
community in this work, we have invited a range of
environmental partners to the event including the
Audubon Society, Baby Rhino Rescue, California
Native Plant Society, Full Circle Compost, Greener
Empowerment Foundation, Malibu Monarch, National
Wildlife Federation, Poison Free Malibu and Poison
Free Topanga, the Resource Conservation District of
the Santa Monica Mountains, the Topanga Birdman,
Sergio Jimenez Native Plant Nursery at the Mermaid,

Photos by Bill Buerge

The Topanga Docents, Topanga Creek Watershed
Committee, and others. Some of these partners have
meaningfully engaged locally in supporting education,
conservation, and the creation of pollinator habitat.
Greener Empowerment Foundation, a local nonprofit dedicated to environmental sustainability, has
partnered for years with Topanga Elementary Science
in developing four pollinator habitat areas on the
school campus and multiple habitat areas within the
broader community.
RCD of Santa Monica Mountains has also
collaborated with the school, supporting environmental
education in the school’s outdoor spaces. In addition,
the school Science Committee received grants from
the Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation, and
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl to support habitat development
for monarchs and other pollinators at the school, in
Topanga at large, and surrounding communities.
Bill Buerge has worked to develop the Mermaid
as a butterfly habitat and migratory monarch waystation while promoting awareness of pollinator
importance. These partnerships and hands-on efforts
remind us that we all have agency in challenging
times and provide a living model for collective action
in support of pollinator conservation.
In celebrating this environmental activism, Butterfly
Day will feature a wide array of musical performers
providing a full day of entertainment. Turn the page to
see the lineup before you meet the musicians, Topanga’s
treasure trove of talent, on Butterfly Day.
Mythical forest creatures from Theatricum
Botanicum will entertain and delight throughout
the day, and a variety of activities will be available
for children, including visiting the Mermaid’s live
butterfly house, a live honey bee display from Eli’s
Bees, face-painting, tie-dye stations, and multiple
hands-on butterfly-themed arts and crafts.
Local artists Matt and Paul Doolin of Topanga Art
& Tile and Anneli Vasser will be sharing pollinatorthemed pottery and jewelry. Children’s author/
illustrator, Lisa Desimini, will share her writings, and
the Topanga Public Library will share books about
pollinators and habitat gardening.
The Topanga Town Council will also participate
in its capcity as a volunteer organization dedicated to
Topanga and the protection of our precious natural
resources. We look forward to sharing this special
day with our community and neighbors, all for the
love of butterflies.
The Mermaid is located at 20421 Callon Drive. Park at
the Theatricum and shuttle, or park at the Clare Brown
Lot next to the Mermaid. NO STREET PARKING! For
information: themermaid.com; bill@themermaid.com.

Butterfly School
By Bill Buerge
Monarchs are arguably the most
well-known and best loved
butterfly in the world.
A while back, I took a twoday monarch butterfly teaching
intensive in Pacific Grove,
California, the coastal town
famous for its spectacular annual
influx of overwintering monarchs.
We learned about basic insect
anatomy and the four stages of
butterfly metamorphosis—egg,
caterpillar, chrysalis, and adult. We
learned how monarch caterpillars
thrive on milkweed, a plant that’s
very toxic to most animals but
makes Monarchs unpalatable
to their enemies. They are also
big butterflies and slow fliers, an
easy target for predators, so their
coloring of a vivid orange with
striking black stripes and white
dots are the most effective warning
to say “Watch Out!”
Most Children are instinctively
and irresistibly drawn to butterflies
and want to touch and hold
them. The teaching program
used this innate fascination for
these colorful insects as the ideal
teaching aid. We learned how to
raise monarchs and how to feed
them by hand. A special class
was given on how to photograph
monarchs with kids by gently
coaxing the nectar-loving insects
with Q-tips and a solution of
honey and water that mimicked
flower nectar.
Back home at the Mermaid, I
got to use my new-found butterfly
wrangling skills during a photo
shoot for a children’s clothing
catalog shot by Malibu-based
photographer, Laura Doss-Hertz.
The impossibly adorable model lit
up when I brought the monarch
onto the set, born on site the day
before in our butterfly rearing area.
I prepped the monarch by
holding it so its feet could touch a
blob of the sweet liquid on a dish.
Butterflies taste through their feet
and this usually gets their proboscis
(aka feeding tube) probing and
drinking the synthetic nectar. I then
guided it to our model where the
thirsty butterfly continued feeding
on her hand or cheek or wherever.
Butterfly wrangling is an art more
than a science and the photo shoot
worked out pretty well except
the little girl wanted to take the
butterfly with her and was upset
when we told her we had to release
it outside.
The Mountain Mermaid is a
Certified Monarch Waystation with
Monarch Watch and sells poisonfree native butterfly plants.
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UNIQUE
TOPANGA PROPERTIES

x

TOPANGA

Unique Property Topanga | LiveOakMountainArtisanOasis.com
An amazing Mixed-use residential/commercial property, rare to find and almost impossible to build. Imagine your business is literally within walking distance of your two private homes and cozy cabin in the woods. At 5,460± sq ft. this Smart building is divided
into 8 large workspaces. The homes are tucked away and private from the work area. The possibilities are incredible, production,
education, recording, workshop, studios, multiple businesses, and so on. $6,999,000

TOPANGA

TOPANGA

1359OldTopanga.com
Historical Stunning Architectural Home
4 BD, 4 BD | $2,549,000

HillsideViewHome.com
Prime Topanga Location with Phenomenal Views
3 BD, 2 BA | $2,390,000

Catherine Campbell
DRE: 01164030 | 310.663.9039
catherine@lovetopanga.com
lovetopanga.com
Voted: Best of the Best - America’s Best Real Estate Professionals
REALTRENDS TOM FERRY (3 Years Consecutively)
© 2022 Sotheby’s International Realty. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark and used with permission. Each Sotheby’s International Realty office is
independently owned and operated, except those operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. All offerings are subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal without
notice. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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Butterfly day

Music at Butterfly Day
By Stephen Powers

A

n exciting day of musical and
theatrical performances for all
ages is sure to delight Butterfly Day
attendees. The schedule includes
nationally renowned artists, such
as JB Whittenburg of Hallelujah
Boy, Peter Alsop, Vir McCoy, and
Luella Roche, who will showcase
alongside
emerging
Topanga
talents like Aurora Finetti, Allegra
Frost and Camp Cabaret All-Stars!

Peter Alsop is a nationally known
singer/songwriter, educator and
humorist with a Ph.D. in educational
psychology. His 22 albums and
seven DVDs consistently win
“Best Children’s” awards from
organizations such as Parents’ Choice
and the Association for Independent
Music. In addition to receiving eight
Best Children’s Album awards, Peter
is a loving Dad and Grandfather,
with an open mind and a sense of
humor, a video producer, a feature
film director, an actor, and a
Certified Experiential Therapist. He
is a longtime Topanga resident and
husband of Theatricum Botanicum’s
artistic director, Ellen Geer.
Antonia Bath hails from Hastings,
East Sussex, England and has
worked as an actor, singer and
voiceover artist since graduation
from UCLA’s School of Theatre,
Film and Television. She is Founder
and Director of Camp Cabaret,
a musical theatre camp located
in Topanga and also sings in the
band Kummerspeck, a Topanga
Days local favorite for classic rock.
She has performed nationally in
the renowned Cirque Bezerk and
played venues from the Howlin’
Wolf to CBGBs.
Camp Cabaret Allstars: Antonia
Bath’s Camp Cabaret is in its 22nd
year of an extraordinary outdoor
musical theater experience for
children. Antonia, the “Queen
of the Fairies of Goodness,” has a
knack for pulling performances
out of the shyest members of the
company and encouraging the
fiery light within her performanceloving, rising stars. Butterfly Day
will showcase Aurora Finetti,

PHOTO BY ANTONIA BATH

Teens rehearsing their performance at the 22nd year of Camp Cabaret’s theatre camp. The beloved outdoor musical theatre
experience also has winter sessions.

Allegra Frost, Iset Powers,
Rebecca Land Hill, and Gabriella
Ebrahimian in solo and group
performances.
Aurora Finetti and Allegra
Frost are alumni of Topanga
Elementary Charter School, and
have performed often in Topanga
including the school musicals,
Topanga Youth Services Talent
Shows, and Camp Cabaret. Finetti
has sung the National Anthem for
Topanga Days. Frost won third
place for mandolin as the youngest
entrant of the Santa Barbara Old
Time Fiddle Festival in 2018.
Vir McCoy & Heather Christie:
Vir McCoy has recorded over
200 original songs on 20 albums
across multiple genres including
children’s music with his band,
Kid Kaleidoscope, plus rock, funk,
world tribal, hip hop, electronica,
devotional, and comedy; recorded
with superstars such as Mickey

Hart of the Grateful Dead and
Beats Antique; founded the awardwinning band Hamsa Lila, whose
Gathering One album reached #2 on
world music charts. Vir is a multiinstrumentalist, who in addition to
contemporary instruments, plays
the Sintir or Guimbri, the camelskin ethnic bass of Morocco, as
well as other stringed indigenous
instruments and a unique bass
hybrid instrument he designed
known as the Ark-Bass.
Heather Christie is a musician,
creative entrepreneur, vocalist,
producer, and DJ whose passion
is helping people awaken their
creativity through music and
expressive arts therapy. Heather
is founder of the holistic music
school, Mind Body Music, as well as
the indie label, Moonbabe Records,
where female music artists and
mamas are celebrated and uplifted
through co-creation, diversity,
community, and honoring feminine
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vision problem
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e
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747.232.2202

lunaoptometry.com
Gelson’s Village - 22247 Mulholland Hwy, Calabasas

Luella Roche is 19 years old
and a singer/songwriter from
Woodstock, New York. Luella
grew up enveloped by the famous
Woodstock sound and formed by
the depth of its musical history.
Now living in Topanga, she is greatly
inspired by folkarock music of the
late Sixties and early Seventies,
combined with the influences of
modern pop music, creating her
own unique, contemporary folk/
pop sound.
JB Whittenburg is a prolific
songwriter, singer and leader of
the indie rock band Hallelujah Boy,
who have recorded 13 albums of
original music. When performing
solo, he conjures sounds similar to
Neil Young, Elliott Smith and The
Beatles, amongst others. Hear the
new album, Mercurial Boulevard
Vol. 1 at: linktr.ee/hallelujahboy

childled
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kinderprep

Eye Exams
and Glasses
Call or Schedule Online

wisdom. Her latest group project is
Honey Wild. heathercsongs.com.

&
naturebased
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Dog Days 2022

For the Love of Dogs, Part II
Max

Miss Snifferton

It’s true what they say. It’s hard to imagine
what life would be like with a dog before
one finds you, but it’s even harder to
imagine what life without a dog would be
like once one does. Max and I found each
other on a cross country trip in Illinois.
His previous owner didn’t have the time or
energy to keep this working boy busy. So
he jumped in my truck and has been sitting
shotgun ever since. Last summer he joined
me as a wilderness ranger along the John
Muir Trail in the Sierra National Forest,
Max, who now rides shotgun, changed and this summer we have found ourselves
his life and Michael’s.
living amongst even equal natural splendor
in Topanga Canyon, working with local contractors. Every morning we wake
together and greet the day with thanks and gratitude, and for Max, a good squirrel
chase! We couldn’t be happier. Thanks for coming along for the ride Max!
—Michael Sax

My name is Bella, but my mom calls me Miss Snifferton. She
started taking me everywhere when I turned 14. I’m in the
backpack when we go to the
farmers market. I love our
hikes, and for an old lady, I can
still impress the squirrels with a
brisk four-miler. I like to sniff a
lot, and my mom and dad like
to walk fast, so we compromise.
When my mom takes me to the
gym, sometimes she lets me out
of the crate and everyone loves
me. I love the lady with the long
nails, she really knows how to
give a good neck rub. Thanks
mom, for adopting me.
Love, Bella
—Shannon Lieder
Everyone loves Miss Snifferton!

My name is Willie...

Melody was rescued and healed by her mistress and, in
turn, healed her when she was grieving the loss of Bunny.

Willie
is small
but feisty
andleaves
p-mails
for her
boyfriend
every day
on her
walk.

Melody
Melody was picked up on the side of the freeway by Animal
Control, mostly hairless due to major flea infestation when
she was four or five months old. When I saw her in the cage at
the shelter she was unresponsive but I thought that when she
gets her hair back she might look like Bunny my precious dog
who had passed away. Now, in photos you can’t tell them apart
although Melody weighs 54 pounds and Bunny weighed 70
pounds. I’ve never had to actually train Melody, she just seems
to know. Maybe Bunny is communicating with her. I feel all my
animals are connected and I’m so lucky to have them in my life.
—Skipper Farley

Apricot Loves Playing the Bongo Drum
My name is Apricot and I was
one of those unwanted Xmas
gifts. In 2013, at 6 weeks old,
the person who received me as
a holiday gift, dropped me off
at a dog rescue place. Shortly
after the new year, I was adopted
by mommy, Hiva, and daddy,
Iraj, who brought me to their
beautiful view home in Topanga.
My parents must have been
special because they were selected
Apricot, “the best doggie in the among the 13 other applicants
world,” was once an unwanted who all wanted to adopt me.
Christmas gift.
Mommy Hiva taught me cool
tricks and my favorite is playing bongo-drum. Showing off my
drum playing skill and hearing people laugh gives me a great
joy. I like being nicknamed “Boo-Boo” because daddy Iraj was
art director at Hanna-Barbera studio and worked on Yogi Bear
and other cartoon shows. Mommy and daddy always praise me
as “the best doggie in the world.”
—Hiva & Iraj Paran
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...and I’m a girl, a very cute mix of longhaired Chihuahua and some bigger and
burlier dog. I am an expert in glomming
onto, clinging to and owning my human
support staff. My specialty is injecting myself
into their activities, and in this photo I
am functioning as a mobile phone stand.
I am friendly with all the big dogs unless
they try to run me over with their clumsy
galumphing big-dog paws or slobber on my
beautiful, shiny coat. Then I get in their face
and they back off fast. I have a crush on a
hunky black Lab down the road and p-mail
him every day. My street is often blessed with
fresh organic horse cookies and sometimes I
snack on one. Life is good!
—Tom and Alexis Schneider, Fernwood

Says My Dog
Terrible. It’s Terrible.
Everyone is so unfriendly,
thinks COVID droplets could be
sitting on my beautiful curly coat.
They’re being “careful,”
They “don’t want to die…”
I certainly don’t want my mistress to die,
she feeds me, tells me jokes –
though not so many about the virus.
Actually, none.
I’m not allowed to jump up on anybody,
or sit in anybody’s lap but hers.
People say these viruses
come from bats, pigs, fish.
Gives animals a bad name.
I’m sick of this “sheltering!” My mistress
is antsy at home, crazy, frustrated, lonely,
furious, in denial, eating too much.
It’s really not as much fun as before.
Sure, I put up a good front, it’s my job.
Actually, it’s my nature, smiling, licking
wagging, prancing. I’m a dog.
It’s in my DNA to cheer her up.
Except I know she needs people
as well as me. Strange, since mainly,
she’s enough for me – We sleep together;
run and laugh together –what more does
she want?

Dancer wrote a poem to cheer up her
beloved poet, who’s having a hard time
right now.

A man? They’re only more work, she has
enough now,
taking care of me and the house and
herself.
Watch me, I know what it’s about:
I have someone to love; and she loves me;
I sleep or walk or run. I sit in the sun;
I smell the grasses; I have a good time.
With a virus; without a virus.
Really, she could learn a thing or two
from me.
—Dancer for Jane Marla Robins

MY CORNER OF THE CANYON
The Dog I Needed
By Kathie Gibboney

I

hadn’t thought I needed a dog.
Especially some half-grown, crazy,
large-eared, black animal that slunk
away the first time I saw it.
“There’s a pup outside the
back door,” reported the (not yet
beleaguered) Husband.
For some reason I dashed as quickly
as possible down the stairs with beating
heart and opened the door only to see
a furtive creature skulking off through
the Venice neighborhood. I said to
myself, “That’s not a pup, that’s a wolf.”
Hence the name Lobo.
I kept an eye out for Lobo and
was disappointed when no further
sighting occurred, feeling like I’d
lost something. Then one morning
the Husband, home from surfing,
announced again, “The pup’s back.”
This time I attempted a cautious
approach moving slowly. And just for
a moment we both stood still staring
at each other. I saw there was a gash
along one side of its head, by a fight?
Hit by a car? abused? I could not say.
“Hi, who are you?” I asked holding
out my hand and taking a step
forward. A flash of black shot past
me disappearing down the street,
vanishing into the nether places
where the Stray Dogs of Venice go.
I wasn’t sure how I could help, but
I felt compelled to make contact. I
put out some food, which sometimes
disappeared, sometimes remained

untouched. A few times I actually
saw Lobo wolfing it down but
whenever I tried to come close, he
ran. One day, somehow emboldened,
or just foolish I snuck up on him.
I knew it might be dangerous to
corner a stray, but I moved stealthily,
noticing the sharp white teeth and
kept talking. I got closer and closer.
This time he didn’t try to run by me,
nor did he growl. I reached out and
touched him. And in that moment,
as he licked my hand, I knew with
utter certainty I was his and he was
mine. Except he wasn’t a he; he was a
she, but we never changed the name.
She was always Lobo.
The veterinarian deemed Lobo a
German Shepard about six months
old. As he cleaned the wound he
felt it could have come from a car
or being kicked. We posted “Found
Dog” signs. I was relieved to get no
response. Already she had my heart,
already she slept on our bed, already
she retrieved the ball I threw.
Then one morning an ad appeared
in the local paper, “Lost in Venice,
Black German Shepherd, named
Mittenvald. Reward.” Part of the light
faded from that summer day. Then
the Husband read on, “White patch
on forehead.” Suddenly, there was a
God. In spite of Mike now calling
Lobo Mittenvald and suggesting we
paint on the white patch and claim
the reward, we had a dog.
Lobo was skittish to say the least.

Lobo, the stray turned ever-loyal family
member, shared a long-ago cuddle with
Kathie Gibboney’s son, Riley. R.I.P Lobo.

Although extremely gentle with me,
she would choose amongst humans
those she liked and those she didn’t,
without any discernable reason.
Maybe she didn’t like tall people, or
people who wore hats or smoked or
in the past might have been guilty of
minor embezzlement, but then, she
liked my brother. Those she disliked
were met with furious barking and
more than one guest, observing the
bared white teeth suggested Lobo
was crazy, advising, “get rid of her.”
Sometimes a friend, having been
welcomed without canine reproach,
would only have to stand up to be
suddenly met with a menacing snarl.
At such times, I’d advise guests to sit
on the floor, maybe just crawl around
for a moment and Lobo would return
to her gracious self. Bohemian style,
we would even sip champagne and
serve dessert down there.
Maybe the gash on Lobo’s head
caused
psychological
damage,
rendering her unpredictable more

than once when Mike, whom she
tolerated fairly well, left the house and
returned a minute later. I thought she
would jump right through the sliding
glass door to attack, and this was the
same man who had been petting her
a minute before. So, I was concerned
upon discovering I was pregnant.
How would Lobo be with a child?
There is a photo I have of an ever
loyal black shepherd with oversized
pointed ears lying proudly alongside
a child’s bassinet, on the job like
Nana in Peter Pan. And so she was
with both our children, as they grew
up here in Topanga.
One night, just after my daughter
was born, I was alone with my
children. There came a knock on the
door. Lobo got there first, growling.
A strange woman’s voice questioned
if Ron was there? Ron was a
renowned drug dealer who lived in
the house before us. I told her, “No,
Ron doesn’t live here anymore.” Then
she asked if I had a match?
It seemed a creepy question. Lobo
began to bark, loudly, and I yelled
through the door that she had better
go, my dog was getting crazy. Peeking
out the window I saw her shuffling
along, an odd woman all bundled up.
Thank you, Lobo. Thank you for
your big ears, your kind eyes, your
patience with my children, your everloving protection and being part of
our family. Somehow, in all the world
I needed you and you needed me.

Jennifer deSpain,
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Astrology
Embrace Your Inner Earth Mother
By Kait Leonard

T

hroughout most of September,
six planets will be retrograding.
What could go wrong? In spite
of the possible retrograde-related
delays, this month gives us five very
harmonious aspects, Trines, in the
Earth signs. It’s time to manifest on
the physical plane.
September kicks off with Jupiter,
Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto
continuing their retrogrades. We’ve
been dealing with this energy for
a while, though some of the recent
configurations, like last month’s
conjunction between the North
Node, Uranus and Mars, have
certainly intensified things on both
the personal and global levels.
Fortunately, Mars pulls away from
the conjunction on August 20th,
taking a little of the combative energy
out of the mix.
Our first Earth Trine happens
on September 11th with the Sun in
Virgo and Uranus in Taurus. Locate
Taurus and Virgo in your natal chart
because these areas will be the most
energized during this configuration.
Taurus, perhaps the earthiest of all
planets, is about comfort, nature,
beauty, and financial security. Virgo
wants to take care of details and tie up
loose ends. The Sun shines a spotlight
and Uranus brings important and
unexpected transformation. This is
a brilliant aspect for making positive

PEXELS-LUCAS-MENDES-6966604

It’s time to manifest on the physical plane.

changes to all things Taurean. Have
you been wanting to ask for a raise?
Perhaps you’ve been wishing you
could redo the house or start a new
health regime. This energy will help
you make changes that allow you to
shine. And this earthy energy will
ground you no matter what curve
balls Uranus throws your way.
September 18th and 19th both
bring Earth Trines. The first one is
between the Sun in Virgo and Pluto
in Capricorn. The Sun will shine the
spotlight on the determined goat,
lighting the path up that mountain.
This is the perfect energy for
transforming important areas of life.
It’s time to put in the hard work, step

into your power, get things done.
On the 19th, Venus in Virgo trines
Uranus in Taurus, and Venus rules.
This is big! Expect positive, but
unexpected changes in love, money,
or creative projects. Pay special
attention to the Virgo and Taurus
houses in your chart. They won’t
be the same after the energy of this
aspect hits them.
We get the positive vibes of more
Earth energy on the 25th. Venus in
Virgo will go into relationship with
Pluto in Capricorn. The planets will
call on us to stand in our own power, so
we can make whatever changes need to
be made for us to live our best lives. It’s
also a good time to bring to the surface
(Pluto) and any buried or neglected
issues in relationships, especially
love relationships, friendships with
women, and relationships with

mother figures (Venus). The Earth
energy will support you through
these complicated conversations and
help you build solid foundations for
moving forward.
The final Earth Trine occurs on the
27th when Mercury retrogrades in
Virgo and trines Pluto in Capricorn.
Don’t be afraid of the backwardmoving energy. The harmonious
aspect will bring out the best of
these planets. It will be a good day to
reconsider, rethink, and revise plans.
We will see clearly, so we can take care
of any details that may have slipped
our attention. The 27th is also a day
when deep thinking will come easily
helping us solve stubborn problems
that have held us back from standing
in our power.
In addition to the Earth energy,
there’s a Full Moon in Pisces on
September 10th. This is a deeply
spiritual moon. Slow down and
honor your own spiritual traditions.
And don’t be surprised if you receive
intuitive messages as the realms
dissolve into each other on this night.
The New Moon occurs in Libra on
the 25th. This is a great time to set
intentions that involve finding balance.
Here’s to making the best of
wonderful, earthy September.
Consider walking barefoot through
the grass, taking a leisurely lunch with
friends at your favorite restaurant, or
hiking the trails with your favorite
fur baby. Find a way to celebrate and
give thanks to Mother Earth. She’ll
be taking care of all of us this month.
Hugged any beautiful, barky trees
recently?

Topanga Gallery

“Gold Circle on Blue” by Toby Salkin

“Curious” by John Burke

‘Nothing Happens at Once’

T

he next duo to exhibit at the Topanga Canyon Gallery features Toby
Salkin and Jonathan Burke with “Nothing Happens at Once.” The show
opens August 19th and runs through September 4th , with an opening
reception, Saturday, August 20th, 3-7 p.m. In early 2022, Ms. Salkin decided
she was old enough and did not need to turn 80 years old, so she adopted
the decade of her 80th birthday and continues to paint with the confidence
and abandon of her 20-year-old self. This show is a celebration of the 60th
anniversary of Toby’s 20th birthday. Growing up in a crazy dysfunctional
home, Salkin brandished the paintbrush as a tool to calm and focus herself.
She reached this anniversary during COVID isolation, which gave her a
chance to explore her emotions without the angst of those feelings in her
younger years and find a refreshing new body of abstract art, full of life.
Jonathan Burke’s exhibition is a detailed representation of landscapes
on and off our planet along with a variety of animals and food. Intrigued
by the complexity of nature, he says, “All these subjects interest me and I
hope my efforts to realize all their beautiful forms and color will connect
with the viewer,” says Burke, a committed realist painter.
Topanga Canyon Gallery is located at 137 S. Topanga Canyon Blvd,
Topanga, CA 90290.
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THE MARKETPLACE
S er ving Yo ur Business t hr o ugh O u rs
TEXT TOPANGA TANYA
WHEN YOU ARE READY
TO BUY SELL OR INVEST
TANYA STARCEVICH REALTOR

Jean Wolfe Powers, LMFT

Ranked Top 10% Keller Williams
Pacific Palisades | Malibu | Topanga

Expert on Trauma, Grief, Loss
and Transition

T: 310.774.3824 | C:310.739.4216
tanyastarcevich@gmail.com
www.tanyashouses.com

(434) 996-5387
jean.wlf@gmail.com
jeanwolfepowers.com

®

Broker #01499010 | BRE Lic #01864259

Healing the Human Experience

Feel safe to heal
and inspired to grow

You Can Control Your Environment
R.W. ROLDAN
HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

Erin Valente Therapy
LMFT#128267

Searchlight Insurance Services
Craig Phelps
T: 888-257-8200
C: 626-437-7900
F: 877-777-5199
SMS: 310-455-8205

Locally Owned

Offering virtual sessions for
Couples, Families, Individuals

SERVICE & INSTALLATION

30-minute complimentary
consultation sessions available

262.729.3317 | erinvalentelmft@gmail.com

Lic. 585114

Ray Roldan
Travis Roldan
818.477.7932
818.288.7078

cphelps@searchlightinsurance.com
www.searchlightinsurance.com

CA License # 6000548

BODY • MIND • HEART • SOUL

of the Seventh Ray

Holistic Wellness
& Healing

Creek side dining for
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
& Sunday Brunch.

Dianne Porchia, MA, DMBM

A perfect place for that
special moment Weddings,
Events & Private Parties

310.455.2851
porchiaswish.com

(310) 455-1311
128 Old Topanga Canyon
Road, Topanga, CA 90290

LIFE IN BALANCE

innoftheseventhray.com

Featured in
HEAL Documentary

t Really Magi
o
N
It’s Barbara Allen E.A. c!
310-455-2375

riklin@barbaraalleneataxservices.com

Tax Preparation & Audit Representation
For Individuals, Small Businesses,

Estates, Trusts and Tax-Exempt Entities
www.barbaraalleneataxservices.com

THE MARKETPLACE
Serving Your Business through Ours

• Small Ads for Big Ideas
• Affordable $60/month
• We will design for you

FOR
SALE
2 01 5 F ia t 5 0 0 Sport s
Excellent condition. Low mileage
(about 25,000). New battery. Recently
serviced. Perfect for canyon roads.

GRAPHIC
DESIGN
nira lichten

awards-winning graphic designer

niraten@gmail.com | niraten.com

Contact us:
ads@thecanyonchronicle.com
310.460.9786
The Canyon Chronicle
P.O. Box 1101, Topanga CA 90290

Contact Shai (818) 800-1759
August 19 • Vol. 3 No. 16
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Pritchett-RapfTOPANGA
Realtors

Offices in Malibu & Topanga

(310) 455-4363 • PRTopanga.com
Call for more information!

MID-CENTURY
MODERN HOME

This mountain view home boasts floor to ceiling
windows and captures Topanga State Park.
Located at the end of the quiet cul-de-sac.
Massive cut stone fireplace grabs your attention
with an elegant oversized metal hood. The open
floor plan has sliding glass doors from the living
and dining room to the entertainer size decks to
drink in nature. The soaring wood ceilings create
a sense of spaciousness with embracing bamboo
floors, book shelves, light-filled rooms and stone
walls. It is waiting for you!

For Sale at $1,950,000
Chryssa Lightheart

(310) 663-3696
DRE# 01093433

IN ESCROW
Old Topanga Canyon Blvd. 3 Bed | 2 Bath
Chryssa Lightheart - (310) 663-3696

$5,000,000

Perfect combo of country living and business opportunity. Topanga’s original gem,
this was one of the original homes in this corner of the canyon. Since 2005, it has
hosted a successful private facility offering dog training, boarding, and daycare.

SOLD
Ensenada Dr., Woodland Hills 3 Bed | 2 Bath
Christine Kapetan - (310) 804-8336

$900,000

Charming haven close to fantastic hiking, restaurants and shops. Easy access to
PCH and Ventura Blvd. Large studio space has a second kitchenette and bath.
Perfect spot South of Blvd on tree lined street.

LEASED
Callado Way
2 Bed | 2 Bath
William Preston Bowling - (310) 428-5085

$649,200

Enjoy amazing views from this cozy California bungalow with detached rental. Close
to Edelman Park (MRCA-SMMC Open Space) trails. Property touches park owned
land to the East and has room to grow on the West. Main house is a major fixer.

LAND
BEAUTIFUL CANYON VIEWS OUTSIDE COASTAL
Topanga Skyline Dr.
$425,000
William Preston Bowling
2.74 acres
(310) 428-5085

LOCAL & GLOBAL

Bowers Drive
3 Bed | 2 Bath
Teresa Penner - (310) 849-3930

$9,900/mo

This stunning Craftsman home is recently renovated and updated to reflect the
timeless details of masterful woodwork combined with a chic modern approach
to design. In essence, this is Topanga style at its finest.

SOLD
HUGE BUILDING SITE WITH OCEAN VIEWS
Hawks Nest Trail
$300,000
William Preston Bowling
2.5 acre
(310) 428-5085

Pritchett-Rapf Realtors

LAND
MOUNTAIN VIEW LOT OUTSIDE COASTAL
Callado Way
$162,000
William Preston Bowling
0.42 acre
(310) 428-5085

CalDRE 00528707

