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The Topanga Market Is Still Going Strong!
Don’t Miss Your Chance To Cash In!

Want $75,000 to Fix
Up Your Home to Sell?
No Interest. No Fees. Ever.
Welcome to Compass Concierge.

Compass Concierge is your secret weapon
to get Top Dollar for your home.
Compass Concierge will advance payment to be used for pre-market projects,
to maximize every cent of your home’s value, and sell it for top dollar!
Services may include:
seller-side inspections + evaluations | deep-cleaning | cosmetic renovations |
decluttering | landscaping | interior + exterior painting | pest control | custom closet
work | fencing | moving + storage | roofing repair | water heaters | electrical work |
HVAC | plumbing repair | septic inspections + repair | flooring | staging and more...

It’s been proven that a refreshed updated home, landscaping, and staging, help sell
a home faster, and for a higher price. Call The Wright Way Team today, and we will
help you maximize your sales price and realize your goals!

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT HOW COMPASS
CAN ENGINEER A SMOOTH, SAFE, SUCCESSFUL, TOP DOLLAR SALE, OF
YOUR HOME, CALL THE WRIGHT WAY TEAM TODAY. WE LOOK
FORWARD TO HELPING YOU AND TO BEING OF SERVICE.

@thewrightwayteam
2020 TOP SELLING COMPASS TOPANGA AGENTS. PASSIONATE
LOCAL AGENTS. UNPARALLELED MARKETING REACH. INNOVATIVE
TECHNOLOGY. RESULTS DELIVERED. AN EXPERIENCE LIKE NO OTHER.
Adrian Wright
818.939.6415
adrian.wright@compass.com
DRE 00935559

Jordan Wright
818.746.6987
jordanwright@compass.com
DRE 01952694

Rules & Exclusions apply. Compass offers no guarantee or warranty of results. Subject to additional terms and conditions.

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01991628. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and
is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements
and square footages are approximate. Market share based on available claw MLS data and any known off market listings.

REAL ESTATE SPOTLIGHT

We are
The New
Normal
&
The Old
Normal.

The Difference.
Home Sellers and Buyers have a choice of many agents and brokerages to represent
them. Oliver Ferra produces results and for over 20 years our Team has consistently
raised the bar and challenged ourselves to provide the finest Real Estate Representation
possible anywhere. Recognized throughout Los Angeles as city-wide top agents, and the
dominant real estate force locally, we pull from a deep well of experience in all aspects of the
process including cutting edge marketing, expert negotiation skills, and a proven track
record unmatched anywhere in the area.

OLIVER
FERRA.com
Real Estate | Lifestyle | Community
OVER
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Melissa
Oliver |A
310.403.4455
PaulTOPANGA
Ferra | 310.455.1717
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© 2020 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker DRE 00616212 All rights reserved. Coldwell Banker®, the Coldwell Banker Logo, Coldwell Banker Global Luxury® and the Coldwell Banker
Global Luxury Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC in the United States and by Coldwell Banker LLC outside the United States. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC
fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each office is independently owned and operated. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker are independent
contractor sales associates. All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. All statistical information per CLAW MLS. © OliverFerra 2020
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The photo, Deer at the Edge of the Woods,
was taken at Trippet Ranch Visitor Center
in Topanga State Park by local artist,
Richard Lee Smith, Jr. He can be contacted
at Richardleesmithjr@gmail.com; and
@woodenship.
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In a joint exercise between LACoFD and Orange County Fire Department, a CH-47 Chinook helitanker
dropped its 3,000 gallon payload in a demonstration at 69 Bravo in what OC Fire Chief Brian Fennessy and
LACoFD Chief Daryl Osby agreed, “will make a significant difference on the fire line.”

Sometimes We are Simply
Asked to Endure and Persist

A

s if a greater surge of the pandemic weren’t enough, our erstwhile president, who has
abandoned the country for the golf course, is also wreaking havoc with the transfer
of power to President-elect Joe Biden. He seems determined to leave a wake of destruction
behind, both nationally and internationally, until he’s officially out of office on January 20.
We, the people, on the other hand, will continue what we’ve been doing in an extreme time:
guarding our health, caring for each other, feeding each other, and assuaging loneliness and
despair.
Not just American values, but human values. Look up the meaning of Tolerance, as defined
by children (page 12), in the first of what will be ongoing excerpts from a book yet to be
published but eager to be shared.
While 2020 has been a rough ride, it provided spectacular distractions for skywatchers.
In October, we had two full moons, with the second a Blue Moon on Halloween. The Leonid
meteor shower continued all month but moves out Monday.
Last Tuesday, November 17, the crescent moon gave the first hint of what’s to come in
December. Jupiter and Saturn dimly joined her around sunset in a narrow window of time. As
our Backyard Astronomer Eric Fitzgerald will explain (page16), starting on December 16, the
moon, Jupiter and Saturn are destined to be participants as they move toward a spectacular
cosmic event, The Great Conjunction on December 21. That is also the Winter Solstice and
marks a major shift into the Age of Aquarius says astrologer Kait Leonard (page 17). Jupiter
passes Saturn in a conjunction every 19.6 years, so the event is already rare, but December 21
will be the closest conjunction of the two (one-tenth of a degree apart) since 1623.
Our holidays this year are not what we want them to be, but everyone I know has cancelled
even the smallest of gatherings to guard against contracting or spreading COVID-19. Poet
Jane Marla Robbins’ new book, “Poems of COVID-19,” (page 8), is reviewed with excerpts to
entice you to buy it (surely, it’s at Claire Denis’ Café Mimosa). It will lift and break your heart
in the same breath.
It’s still fire season, you know, so pages10-11 feature our third consecutive fire story. This
one, however, is a new tool for firefighting and has HOPE spelled all over it. The humongous
CH-47 Chinook helitanker held a joint exercise at 69 Bravo Helispot at Saddle Peak on
Tuesday, November 10, dropping its 3,000-gallon payload around the 34-acre property.
What does Hope become once it’s here?
—Flavia Potenza

news
When Fire and Vulnerability Collide
By Topanga Canyon Town Council
Topanga and Malibu for many years
have experienced fires that were
related to open fires in the area but
recent statistics show that the risk is
increasing due to climate change and
the growing number of the homeless
living in our wildfire-prone areas,
whether due to COVID-19 or other
unfortunate events.
Finding the balance between
public safety and meeting the needs
of all who live here—housed and
unhoused—is a universal conundrum
not easily solved. What can we do
to find sustainable solutions here at
home?
A Topanga group has formed
to develop policy interventions to
address the many issues surrounding
homelessness and public safety.
This informal group currently
consists of the Topanga Town
Council, TCEP, local nonprofits
serving the unhoused, government
representatives, and field volunteers.

Their goal is to promptly address,
holistically and compassionately,
the challenges and risks that have
resulted from the increasing numbers
of the homeless.
ADDRESSING IMMEDIATE
NEEDS OF THE HOMELESS
In January 2020, Malibu participated
in LA County’s annual homeless
count coordinated by the Los
Angeles Homeless Services Authority
(LAHSA), that included assistance
from the Sheriff ’s Department, local
volunteers, and others. The number
counted in Malibu was the highest
ever: 240.
Topanga’s count, conducted by
local volunteers, is estimated to be
around 100, far higher than the
official LAHSA count for the area,
which is hampered by a methodology
that was not designed for a rural
hillside environment like ours.
In March the pandemic hit and
so was the economy. Homelessness
added a new dimension.

For the past eight months,
Topanga volunteers, working with
Los Angeles County Supervisor Sheila
Kuehl, have provided meals, masks,
and toiletries for those needing help
during these trying times. This effort
has distributed thousands of meals
to assist Topangans—housed and
unhoused—with food insecurities
due to Covid-19 and/or an unreliable
housing situation. The county has
other vital social services available,
including a winter shelter program to
help those needing a safe and warm
place to stay during cold nights.
Volunteers are working to bridge
our vulnerable population to those
services.
PUBLIC SAFETY A PRIORITY
Homelessness is not going away;
Topanga has been addressing it for
decades and has learned that in
addition to our humanitarian goals,
we must always prioritize public
safety.
The increased risk of fire starts

is of great concern for the safety of
the community---especially those
stemming from outdoor fires and
started by campers, tourists, or
those living in encampments. The
latter is caught between a rock
and a hard place, relying on fires
in order to cook and/or stay warm
while also creating a potentially
uncontainable conflagration each
time they light a match in extremely
flammable brush.
Because of the complexity
of the situation, we are asking
the community—local volunteer
organizations, businesses, volunteers,
and residents—to help collect data
and offer suggestions to the county
toward finding sustainable solutions
to help those in need while protecting
the community’s safety.
To accomplish these goals, we
will be reaching out over the next
weeks in various ways, including
online responses, social media, and
OneTopanga. We look forward to
your participation. Stay tuned. n

Lifestyle
It’s the Roaster Not the Roast
By Kait Leonard

N

eed a little afternoon pickme-up? Well, put down that
espresso and find a lively, lightly
roasted bean.
Approximately 64% of Americans
drink coffee every day, according to
Reuters. The number is higher for
people over 55. Given the popularity
of the brew, it’s surprising that coffee
enthusiasts often don’t seem to know
a lot about their beverage of choice
and many think the strong taste of
a dark roast coffee signifies a high
caffeine content and a better buzz,
but they are quite simply mistaken.
Jack Balder, Coffee Director at
Bar Nine Coffee in Los Angeles,
maintains that if you want a stronger
jolt from your cup of joe, you
should pick a lighter roast. While
there is disagreement in the coffee
community about the effect of dark
roasting, Balder maintains that
caffeine is actually burnt away during
the roasting process, leaving the dark
roast packing less of a punch.
At a recent coffee tasting event,
attendees crowded the bar to get a
cup of the next sample Balder would
produce and to learn some fun facts
about the surprising coffee bean.
For example, many in the group
didn’t know that coffee beans aren’t
actually beans at all. They’re the seed
inside the fruit of an evergreen plant
that can grow up to 32 feet tall. The
fruit is known as the coffee cherry.
Each one provides two seeds, except
for those of the Tanzanian Peaberry
variety. The cherry from these trees
contain only one seed, and in spite
of the name, the Tanzanian Peaberry

Photo by Kait Leonard

Jack Balder shares fun facts about coffee as he prepares the pot for the next
coffee sampling.

beans are actually produced in many
places outside of Tanzania.
While fun coffee facts amused
participants as they waited for the
next pour-over to finish dripping,
people were most awed by the range
of tasting notes Balder helped them
identify.
While it’s probably typical for
coffee drinkers to describe their
coffee as strong, weak, smooth, or
bitter, Balder provided samples that
had notes of cherry, milk chocolate,
citrus fruit, and even one that tasted “a
lot like jagermeister” (a liqueur made
of 56 herbs and spices and popular at
frat parties) As is common in wine
tastings, most budding connoisseurs
recognized the flavors once they were
pointed out.
“I taste the cherry, but I can’t find
the chocolate,” said one woman after

sipping a medium roast.
“I’m tasting leather and whiskey
barrel,” said a man in the group in
response to a darker roast.
Could the tasters have found
these flavors in their cups without
Balder’s guidance? Probably not. Will
they be able to in the future? Perhaps.
But to be sure, they will try, and their
morning coffee ritual will become a
little more fun. During the tasting,
everyone seemed to be having a great
time exploring their own mouths.
When Balder was asked how he
ended up roasting coffee, he said that
like many people, his java journey
began back in his university days,
when he was a simple consumer.
Like many college kids, his daily
schedule started with a trip to the
local cafe. “They were like morning
bars,” he says, a place to go and

hang out, talk to people, ease into
the demands of the day. When life
dashed his dreams of becoming
a professional athlete, he started
working in a café. Since then, he’s
held about every coffee-related job
there is. Now a roaster and Director
of Coffee, he takes pride in what
he is able to bring out of the beans
during the roasting process.
And that brings up another
point that coffee drinkers might
not usually consider.
According to Balder, given
identical beans, each roaster will bring
a unique flare to the roasting process
and deliver to the customer a distinct
taste experience. For the consumer,
this means that rather than buying
a specific type of coffee, for example
mocha java or Columbian, it makes
more sense to find the roaster you
like and put your loyalty there.
The way some wine drinkers
simply like a nice glass of vino with
dinner, while others ner d-out over
every nuance of taste, aroma, and
color, coffee drinkers too have a
choice about how they want to enjoy
their joe. Some will continue to
grab a cup at the local convenience
store, adding sugar and milk to
make it palatable. But the true coffee
enthusiasts might prefer making the
acquaintance of a local roaster and
exploring the complex notes of the
formerly lowly coffee bean. n
Resource: Retrieved on 11/16/20
from https://www.reuters.com/
article/us-coffee-conference-survey/
americans-are-drinking-a-daily-cupof-coffee-at-the-highest-level-in-sixyears-survey-idUSKCN1GT0KU
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Politics
Outliers Versus the Bigs
By Paula LaBrot

I

have always had a soft spot for
outliers. I have lived my life closely
with people who think and act outside
of the Bell Curve. As challenging
as that location on the social scale
can be for those individuals, they
are, most often, the source of real
innovation, accomplishment, and
change. Hackers are high on the list
of outliers that fascinate me. I think
they are the hope we have in what I
call “The Battle with Bigness,” a battle
I hope we win.
Futurists take a long view of
events. Right now, half the country
is living in a parallel reality with
the other half. If we don’t get this
straightened out, the world our
young ones will inherit will be
the undemocratic oligarchy the
United States is becoming. Political
discourse has lost its place among
friends, family, and neighbors. It
has become like zealously spewed
religious dogma spread, purposely
or innocently, through misleading
tweets and posts.
Whatever side of the aisle you
support, you must see how dangerous
the power of social media has become
to the future of our republic.
Pulling
the
strings
of
information flow in this country
are now just a handful of oligarchs
who happen to be outliers that got
very, very rich very, very young.
They are very, very smart, but not
at all wise. These “entrepreneurs”
have taken the early pristine
internet, which was supposed to
act as an open source public utility
(It was so beautiful), and grown
themselves into some of the most
greedy, amoral, manipulative, and
sinister industries in the history of
the world.
BRIEF HISTORY OF
SOCIAL MEDIA IN ELECTIONS
What has happened to our elections
began with Obama’s campaign.
Instead, an international graduate
business school reports, “In his bid to
help Barack Obama become the 44th
President of the United States, social
activist Scott Goodstein spearheaded
the use of new social networking
and mobile media platforms that

Photo courtesy of KPCC, 89.3 FM, Southern California Public Radio

American journalist, author, and constitutional law and civil rights litigator, Glen
Greenwald is best known for a series of reports for The Guardian and The Washington
Post, partly based on top secret documents about global surveillance leaked by exNSA contractor Edward Snowden in 2013.

harnessed technological innovations
to expand the audience base for the
Obama campaign. To capture hearts
and minds, Goodstein oversaw
the development of the Obama
campaign’s
social
networking
platforms, including niche social
networks that catered to different
ethnic groups, and targeting
popular mainstream platforms such
as Google, Facebook, Hulu.com,
Twitter, and YouTube.”
Using Saul Alinsky’s “Rules for
Radicals” the Obama campaign
targeted groups based on race,
ethnicity, sexuality, etc., the basic
Balkanization technique of getting
people herded into groups to form a
power base.
Learning from the Obama
campaign, Donald Trump’s team in
2016 upped the use of Facebook and
Twitter. Trump was able to spend less
money than his opponents and win,

$5000

REWARD
(GUARANTEED)

Information is valuable!
Topanga business owner & investor will pay a minimum of
$5000 for information that leads to the purchase of any unlisted
“fixer” property or buildable land in the 90290 zip code. Will also
consider partnerships with home or property owners.

310.351.3060
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because he was a “master of social
media.” He was able to engage the
public directly, giving voice to what
turned out to be disenfranchised
millions of voters.
Facebook sold fifty million
profiles to the Trump campaign
which were harvested for data. The
users were then targeted for proTrump, anti-Clinton ads. Moreover,
Trump’s legendary use of Twitter
enabled him to go around the media
and speak directly to the people and
hear directly back from them, giving
them a great feeling of empowerment.
Without Zuckerberg’s or Dorsey’s
companies, it would not have been
possible.
So, first the Democrats pioneered
the use of social media in modern
elections, then the Republicans
caught up and passed them, and that
brings us to now: A country at war
with itself, which is stupid, because
we are the luckiest people on earth,
and we are letting companies who
are richer than any companies
in the history of the world screw
us over for their obscene profits
regardless of civil rights and
human costs.
FROM CHINA TO THE
UNITED STATES
What Facebook, Twitter and the
rest do to capture market shares
in China is to cooperate with
the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) by agreeing to censor
news. They, also, as they do here
in the U.S., harvest personal data
from citizens and sell it. That
information in China is used

for surveillance and to establish
“social credit.” People with low
social credit scores are put on a
blacklist. They cannot purchase
“luxury” items like plane tickets, be
hired by businesses, or be accepted
in schools. Time magazine reports,
“In certain areas of China, call a
blacklisted person on the phone and
you will hear a siren and recorded
message saying: “Warning, this
person is on the blacklist. Be careful
and urge them to repay their debts.”
When a blacklisted person crosses
certain intersections in Beijing,
facial-recognition
technology
projects their face and ID number
on massive electronic billboards.”
Pretty spooky.
The 2020 election in the United
States was the most dramatic turn
in social media influence here
yet. Civil rights activists like Leo
Terrell and Allan Dershowitz had
apoplexy. Even Bill Maher, who
is uber left, said, “It seems to me
the country has gotten itself into
quite the pickle. We’ve allowed the
national conversation to be hosted
by private companies that have
decided they should determine
whose voices are heard. And it’s
getting worse. If we remain on the
same platforms, and they continue
to pick and choose, we’re headed
toward an America we should
never want to be.”
Glen Greenwald, an American
journalist, author, and constitutional
law and civil rights litigator, just left
Intercept because they censored
an article he had written on Joe
Biden. Mr. Alternative himself!
And, seriously, folks, trying to get
information to write this article
was not easy, because the search
engines filtered the results in a way
very biased against the spirit of this
article.
Kim Sengkupta, writing for
Independent.co.uk,
reports,
“Industrial-scale spreading of
disinformation;
manipulating
elections; undermining democratic
institutions; and orchestrating
racial and sectarian strife have
become potent weapons of modern
hybrid warfare.”
Which all brings me back to
my beloved hackers. These worldwide outliers have an honest love of
freedom. An international Rebellion
Force is emerging at this very
moment. The “Elves” in Lithuania
are a group of watchful volunteers
who have recruited an international
force of thousands to help stem
disinformation. Help is on the way,
from the outliers.
Look here next time for more
about the emerging warriors of
“The Rebellion,” this great, growing
citizen force. You’ll be hearing a lot
about them in the coming months.
Meanwhile, remember: before the
puppet masters got so much power,
we used to have elections and love
each other. We still can.
Vamos a ver!

EDUCATION
Words
By Amy Weisberg, M.Ed.

I

n my TK and Kindergarten
classes, I introduce a new
vocabulary word each day. We call
it the “Word of the Day.” It is a way
for me to help the children expand
their vocabulary and inspires
children to share their ideas using
the new words.
Words enable us to convey our
thoughts, express our feelings and
ensure that we understand people
and they understand us. As the
children learn new words, they
learn to express themselves orally
and, eventually, in writing.
When I introduce words, we
begin with a simple word that they
already know, such as “eat,” and
then introduce others that expand
on the meaning, such as “starving”
and “famished.” It is fun to have
discussions where each child takes
a turn coming up with a sentence
using the new word; it’s even more
fun and rewarding to hear them
use the new vocabulary later in
other contexts. I’ve been teaching
vocabulary for a long time, but
recently, I’ve been reminded of
how important word choices are
and how important it is for us to
think about what we want to say,
or write, prior to doing so.
On November 7 the world had
the opportunity to listen to the

IN ESCROW

victory speeches of President-elect
Joe Biden and Vice President-elect
Kamala Harris. For many, it was
a happy, emotional, long-awaited
moment and their words had an
impact, especially as they were so
obviously polar opposites to those
we have been hearing for more
than four years. We watched and
listened as the speeches warmed
our hearts and filled us with hope
for a better future.
My yoga teacher, Holli
Rabishaw, created lists of the
inspirational words in both
speeches. I also read the transcripts
of each speech to revisit what
I found in the context of those
words that inspired me to create
“word art” reflecting our highest
hopes for a united America.
Teaching children about words
is a way to not only expand their
vocabularies, but also a way to
engage children in discussions.
Reading empowers children to
write and leads to them feeling
confident to express through their
own words. Some of my favorite
children’s books—many gifted to

18162 Kingsport

my daughters by my mother, who
managed a children’s bookstore
for more than 20 years— gave my

children the idea of the importance
of words, and something I can
pass on to my students. n

SUGGESTIONS FOR A CHILD’S HOME LIBRARY
A Chocolate Moose for Dinner, written and illustrated by Red Gwynne
Magic Little Words by Angèle Delaunois, art by Masnon Gauthier
n Max’s Words by Kate Banks, pictures by Boris Kulikov
n A Boy Who Loved Words by Roni Schotter, pictures by Giselle Potter
n
n

Books by Ruth Heller
n A Cache of Jewels and Other Collective Nouns
n Behind the Mask, A Book About Prepositions
n Merry-Go-Round, A Book About Nouns
n Kites Sail High, A Book About Verbs
n Fantastic! Wow! And Unreal! A Book About Interjections and Conjunctions
n Many Luscious Lollipops, A Book About Adjectives
n Up, Up and Away, A Book About Adverbs
n Mine, All Mine, A Book About Pronouns
Books to inspire future writers:
n If You Were a Writer by Joan Lowery Nixon, illustrated by Bruce Degen
n Nothing Ever Happens on 90th Street by Roni Schotter, illustrated by
Kyrsten Brooker
n Aunt Isabel Tells A Good One by Kate Duke
n Marguerite Makes a Book by Bruce Robertson, illustrated by Kathryn Hewitt
Reading inspiring picture books that celebrate words and writing to children,
is a sure way to engage young learners and to inspire the readers, writers,
and speakers of the future.

$2,375,000

Jon & Lisa Saver
CalBre Lic.#00764901 & #01203202

Beautifully Remodeled 3 bedroom, 2 bath Ocean view home in the Sunset Mesa
neighborhood in Malibu. Just minutes to Santa Monica, the Palisades Village,
and Malibu’s beaches.

207 Muerdago Rd.

$1,775,000

310.455.2540
310.989.0839
TopangaHomesOnline.com

REDUCED

Post Office Tract Craftsman home on
approx 1 acre. This estate has multiple
structures and is fully fenced. Main house
features 3 beds, 2 baths, gourmet kitchen/
family room with fireplace. Artists retreat
featuring art studios. Gazebo, swimming
pavillion with a large stationary swim spa.
Walking distance to State Park trails, shops,
and Topanga Elementary.

Sotheby’s International Realt y and the Sotheby’s
International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered)
service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s
International Realty, Inc. If your property is listed with a
real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to
solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy
to work with them and cooperate fully.
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THE READABLE FEAST
Poems of COVID-19: Stuck In Lockdown:
The First Three Months By Jane Marla Robbins
Reviewed by Flavia Potenza

E

veryone should have a collection
of poetry books to randomly pick
up and intend to read for 15 minutes
that becomes an afternoon.
If you have to face the prospect
of COVID-19, I suggest you pick up
Jane Marla Robbins’ fifth book of
poetry that won’t take an afternoon
to read (65 pages) but, once read,
will give you many afternoons of
COVID-19 relief.
When the virus strikes in March,

Robbins finds a child’s rainbow
drawing dispels gray, or darker
thoughts. “My Friend, Nicolette,” in
New York who “has the virus,” brings
shared memories, laughs, and hope
for life to continue like the grand jetes
of their youth.
April continues its reputation as
“the cruelest month” when “I can’t
go to Paris,” but is mollified by the
“Metal Frog in My Garden.”
In May comes, justifiably,
“TANTRUM, TANTRUM!” Death
from COVID-19 of a beloved

lifelong friend (say his name), Alan
Goorwitz/Garfield, which brings
him back to life in five stanzas with
the last one sounding like the church
bells of Notre Dame, when “I imagine
he talks to me….”
Simple words make big footsteps.
We can follow and find our own
meaning in them.
Robbins, with her playful wit,
wisdom, and heartbreak, may,
fortunately for us, have a few more
volumes to write. In the meantime,
or if the vaccine rescues us before she

does, this is one way to fend off the
COVID-19 Blues.

n
MARCH
MY FRIEND, NICOLETTE
She has the virus. I just heard.
How’d she get it?
Living in New York?
I know her since Sixth Grade, we took
dance classes together at the Martha Graham
School of Contemporary Dance,
and every year, at the end of our recitals
(parents welcome), we all did running leaps
across the floor, our legs spread wide in the air
One year my father said, “Why can’t you
do a split in the air like Nicolette/’
I couldn’t.
Half a century later, neither Nicolette nor I
are dancers. She married, had children, worked
for the Red Cross. I became an actress and a writer,
moved to California. I went back to New York last year
for my sister’s Memorial. Nicky was there.
The few times we talk, we laugh,
and laughing will save her,
it’s a talent, seeing life askew.
She will laugh, and I will, with her,
and just see if her warrior T-cells don’t
Inexplicably leap, legs open in a split,
like no cells anyone has ever seen, magnificent,
breathtaking, like her leaps when she was ten.
and she will heal.

n
APRIL
“APRIL IS THE CRUELEST MONTH”
Eighty thousand dead
In the US
And still not enough
testing
METAL FROG IN MY GARDEN
The frog doesn’t talk much
he mainly reads his book
and drinks his tea,

8
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so it can get lonely here,
in Isolation,
but when I get smart (I can get smart)
I marvel at the sudden yellow iris
shot up in the middle of my waterfall,
sit in awe to see the brilliance of its raucous petals,
cupped up, arched down, and I remember
that sunlight kills the virus.

n
MAY
TANTRUM, TANTRUM!
I do not want to wear a mask!
I will not eat my leafy greens!
I do not want to wash my hands
AND ALL I WANT TO DO IS SCREAM!
I do not want to keep my distance!
It feels lonely! It feels mean!
I miss my restaurants and theaters
AND ALL I WANT TO DO IS SCREAM!
I do not want to spray the doorknob
Or the plate or fork or knife!
OK, I’ll do what people tell me,
Maybe it will save my life.
SHUT DOWN, SHUTTERED IN
I suddenly notice the eighteen-inch square,
beige and brown, checked,
and woven cotton pillow on my couch,
mostly hidden because the dog thinks it’s
his daybed
and I read the words in fancy script (in French,no less!)
“Pour que l’evenement le plue banal devienne une aventure
(To turn the most ordinary event into an adventure),
Il faut et il suffit qu’on se mette a le raconteur
(all you have to do is share it with somebody else).”
So I pick up the phone and call Megan.

Photo courtesy of the Herrmann family

Lynnea, 14, on Ingrid’s horse Lace, 1961

Lynnea on her first horse, Champagne,
1962-1963

Brother Kurt and Cousin Debby with horses
Brandy and Dilly.

‘From the Heart of a Horsewoman’ by Lynnea Paxton-Honn
Reviewed by Pablo Capra

into a mystery of searching.”
Finally, Lynnea says, horses
help us to grow spiritually. “A rider
experiences their church on the
back of a horse in nature.... This
amazing, beautiful connection we
have with horses is but a schooling
place for the bigger connection
that we have with all Life.”
Horse lovers will be moved by
the myriad ways Lynnea has found
to explain their joy. n

I

n the 1960s, a group of girls in
Lower Topanga roamed the land
on horseback, riding in the creek,
on the beach, and all over Sunset
Mesa before houses were built
there.
“I was thirteen years old
when horses came into my daily
life,” says Lynnea Paxton-Honn.
“One black named Dilly, and one
bay named Mazie, lived in the
neighborhood horse facility that
our fathers built.”
To buy her own horse, Lynnea
got a waitressing job at French’s
Wee Nook at the corner of Topanga
and PCH, where Oasis Imports is
today.
A lover of Westerns, she
confesses, “The horses, not the
men who rode them, were my
heroes.... My heart wanted the
same communion... that was
shared by Silver and The Lone
Ranger, Trigger and Roy Rogers,
and Champion and Gene Autry.”
Her friend, Sara Lane, became
a cowgirl actress on TV’s The
Virginian, and Ingrid Lindquist
completed the group that shared a
“piece of heaven with me.”
Now in her 70s, Lynnea has
published From the Heart of a
Horsewoman, a book about the

“From the Heart of a Horsewoman”
by Lynnea Paxton-Honn (Little
Publishing Co., 2020) $11.99, 70
pages, is available on Amazon and
Kindle.

excerpt

Photo courtesy of the author

Lynnea Paxton-Honn today with horse Sparkle Plenty.
love of horses which she and her
friends still share. It examines the
bond between humans and horses
from a scientific, aesthetic, and
spiritual viewpoint.
Lynnea cites a 2010 article
by Ellen Kaye Gehrke, PhD,
called “The Horse-Human Heart
Connection” about a study that
was done on horse riders. The
study noted that “each person
synchronized his or her particular
[heart rhythms] to match the
horse’s specific frequency cycle.”

In other words, the calmness of a
horse has a real therapeutic effect
on humans.
According to sculptor Diana
Reuter-Twining, horses teach us
about beauty because they embody
the Golden Ratio, which Lynnea
defines in her own wonderful
words, as “an asymmetrical balance
that creates an ever-evolving
movement, forever seeking to
bring the whole into balance and
forever recreating its asymmetry
in a harmony that carries the eye

“Was I born with the passion
for horses? I don’t know. I was
born with a passion for life
and horses are the epitome
of life-energy, rhythm,
beauty, symmetry, mystery,
primordial connection to
earth and heaven. I have
spent much of my life
wrapped in the pursuit of
understanding the unifying
essence that is the Horse/
Human relationship.
“When I was growing up, I
spent my summers on the beach
in a Southern California bay
along the coast of the Pacific
Ocean. Swimming out just past
the breakers I would allow my
body to float on the surface of
the undulating sea, letting go
and allowing the rhythmic surge
of the water to hold and carry
me. Just as I was lifted by the
gentle heave of the ocean, in that
place where tension and release
are held together in mutual
and balanced suspension, there
is that moment when horse
and rider release to the other,
allowing form and movement
to hold and carry them in one
intent.”
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THE World’s Large
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est Helitanker
Demonstrates Firefighting Water Drops from 69 Bravo
With the vision of Los Angeles County Supervisor Sheila Kuehl and
Fire Chief Daryl Osby in securing 69 Bravo in perpetuity, yet another
firefighting resource is now available to the residents of the Santa Monica
Mountains and the citizens of Los Angeles County.

I

n the middle of California’s worst fire season on record, the Los Angeles
County Fire Department and the Orange County Fire Authority
conducted a joint training exercise with the world’s largest firefighting
helicopter, highly modified CH-47 Chinook, that is able to drop 3,000
gallons of water or retardant in a single pass.
The Chinook dropped 3,000 gallons of water taken from Fire Base 69
Bravo, high above Topanga and Malibu, in a test flight on Tuesday, November
17. The exercise included both daytime and nighttime water drops.
The exercise and flight was conducted so CH-47 Chinook pilots could
familiarize themselves with L.A. County’s Fire Base 69 Bravo and its stateof-the-art automated water refilling capabilities of the four on-site reservoirs
called “pumpkins.”
Stationed in Los Alamitos, the CH-47 is available for use around the clock
to respond to fires in Southern California.
Orange County Fire Chief, Brian Fennessy and Los Angeles County
Fire Chief Daryl Osby watched as the tanker did its magic. Chief Fennessy
acknowledged that “This very large helitanker will deliver a powerful punch
and make a significant difference on the fire line”
Southern California Edison is providing the funding to help lease and
operate the aircraft.
During the day and nighttime flights, the tanker filled up at 69 Bravo to
repeatedly unload its 3000 gallons on parts of 69 Bravo’s 34 acres.
Two Super Scoopers made water drop passes just below Fire Base 69
Bravo’s helipads. The Super Scoopers are under contract with Los Angeles County and are
based in Van Nuys.
County Fire Chief Daryl Osby explained how the department will use the CH-47 as
another asset for fighting fires in the Santa Monica Mountains.
The Chinook helicopter is based at Los Alamitos Air Base in Orange County with a flight
time of only 11 minutes to 69 Bravo and the Santa Monica Mountain Communities. n

A proud day for Los Angeles County Fire
Chief Daryl Osby.
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THE READABLE FEAST

‘I Am Love’: A Collection of
Virtues from our Children
“I

AM LOVE”
is a book for
parents and children
by Lynn Raynr and
Aimee Porter that
presents photo essays
and the words of
children speaking
their truth about
virtues of honesty,
justice, empathy,
courage, and the
virtues we all share.
Porter’s photographs
capture the children’s
expressions beautifully
and the children’s
words reveal humor,
authenticity, and
wisdom, reminding
us of what makes us
human.

I AM LOVE

A collection of virtues from our children
BY LYNN RAYNR &
AIMEE PORTER

How are you tolerant of others?

TOLERANCE

"We may have different stories but we hold common hopes, that we may not look the
same and we may not have come from the same place, but we all want to move in
the same direction -- towards a better future for our children."
Barack Obama

TOLERANCE
"To me, toler ance looks like a black perso n
and a whit e perso n
hugg ing."
KHALIL , AGE 9

"Tole rance is accep ting peop le who are diffe
rent from you."
ENYA, AGE 8

"Inst ead of hitti ng some one back , you can
walk away and
contr ol your self."
LANEY, AGE 9

"Tole rance , it looks brave ."
YOUNG , AGE 7

"Tole rance is listen ing to what other peop
le say, even if you
think you don't want to."
PAIGE, AGE 6

"If some one is diffe rent from you, don't make
fun of them ."
SHATAR I, AGE 10

12
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ac em ak er ?
W he n we re yo u a pe

PEACE
PEACE
"I wish all the world could be buddies."
ELIJAH, AGE 8

"I hope for peace in my heart."
ADAM, AGE 9

"Instead of declaring war, adults could take turns on solutions."
ARI, AGE 10

we are
this planet and that is that
"There is only one truth on
all one. "
Carlos Santana

"I just wish people would be nicer to their families ."
RYAN, AGE 6

"Be the kindest you can be and you'll have friends just like me."
LANEY, AGE 10
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Lifestyle

pexels.com/search/covid%20masks/

Someone was having fun with “found object” masks: Paper bags with a cut-out, plastic-wrap window; half a clear plastic water bottle shield; a plastic tub
head covering; and half a grapefruit?

COVID Cover-ups for the Holidays
By Kait Leonard

H

o Ho Ho! ‘Tis the season to find those
stocking stuffers—pandemic style.
As the holiday season revs up, it’s time to
start searching for those goodies that fill the
Christmas stockings. The usual little doodads are certainly available in all the usual
places. The grocery store has travel size
cosmetics and toiletries. Small toys, scented
candles, and hair scrunchies jam the shelves
at the Dollar store and your local big box
store. Of course, not everyone’s leaving
home to shop so there’s always the Amazon
“Stocking Stuffers” tab, which is broken
down by price, recipient group, product
category, and so on.
But this is 2020, and it seems only right
that our stocking contents should reflect our
new reality: Masks. They are here to stay, at
least for a good while, so why not add a little
panache and fun to the holiday gift-giving
experience with masks—Designer to DIY.
Smile Masks: No, not the ones with goofy
mouths printed on them. These are masks
that let your natural smile shine through.
Everyone has had the experience of
interacting with someone covered from
forehead to chin with mask and sunglasses.
How frustrating is it to be completely blocked
from reading facial cues? Smile masks have
clear plastic across the mouth area, allowing
people to see your expression, and even better
for people who rely on lip and face reading
for communication.
Art Masks: Websites like Redbubble
(redbubble.com) and Zazzle (zazzle.com)
offer unique masks created by independent
designers. If you have to cover your face,
you may as well drape it in art and support
an artist in the process. Zazzle even has the

option for custom designs. Do you have a
photo or drawing that you’ve been wanting
to display? How about hanging it on a loved
one’s face?
Mask Mints: So. We all now know what our
own breath smells like, and that makes mints
the perfect stocking stuffer. Even if your loved
ones aren’t big on garlic, it’s still probably
better to breathe in some minty freshness.
Of course, any brand will work, but there
really are a couple of options beyond TicTacs,
called “Mask Mints.” One promises to protect
you “against your own breath.”
Maskne Spray: Yep, maskne is a thing.
The medical name for it is acne mechanica.
Football players get it from wearing helmets.
Now, it’s non-helmet-wearing people whose
skin is breaking out from wearing masks.
Hope, however, in the form of Maskne
spray, comes to the rescue with antibacterial
and anti-inflammatory ingredients. Simply
spritz your face, allow your skin to dry,
and then mask-up without fear! Your
complexion will be restored to its prepandemic smoothness.
Nighttime Lip Mask: Along with musty
breath, maskne, and the inability to
communicate emotions, masks also cause
chapped lips. This occurs because the fabric
of our masks sucks the moisture right out
of us, and we’re not able to use lipsticks and
lip balms throughout the day to replenish it.
Bring on the nighttime lip treatment. Many
people already use intensive overnight
moisture treatments on their faces and
several enterprising companies now offer
similar products to help restore our perfect
pouts. During the day, use it with a smile
mask to show off that pout…or maybe even
a smile.

One cozy hearth and home

Photo by Kait Leonard

DIY MASKS
It’s amazing how many people are making
their own masks and even they have
improved, now that we know how to make
them for greater protection.
The Crafter’s Mask: What’s your crafting
specialty? The sky’s the limit and these can
be seriously effective protection while being
a one-of-a-kind fashion statement unique to
you.
The Mask Ad: Got something to sell?
Instead of a T-shirt, put it on a mask with
links to your website, Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram. n
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ASTRONOMY
THE GREAT WINTER SOLSTICE OF 2020:
Jupiter, Saturn and The Moon

Jupiter and
Saturn with
some of the
brighter moons
of both planets.
The moons of
Jupiter move
fairly fast, so
they might not
be exactly in
these positions
when you
train your
telescope on the
conjunction on
the evening of
December 21st.
Ganymede is in
transit here – or
moving in front
of the disk of
Jupiter. Chart by
Eric Fitzgerald

By Eric Fitzgerald

T

he winter solstice on December
21st this year comes with an
added attraction – a great conjunction
of Jupiter and Saturn.
“What is a conjunction?” MerriamWebster tells us that a conjunction is
“the apparent meeting or passing of
two or more celestial bodies in the
same degree of the zodiac.” Readers
of “The Backyard Astronomer”
might recall from last year’s article,
“The Winter Solstice: Secrets of the
Ecliptic,” in the Messenger Mountain
News, that the Sun, Moon and planets
all travel across a path in the sky called
the ecliptic, or the zodiac.
When two or more planets “lap”
one another along the ecliptic, the
closest point they reach is termed a
conjunction.
Because Jupiter and Saturn are the

most distant of all the bright planets,
their orbits around the sun take the
longest, so conjunctions of these gas
giants are rare. Conjunctions between
Jupiter and Saturn occur about every
20 years, but not all of these events
are equally close. This time the two
will be very close: a mere 0.1 degree
of arc, or about 1/5 the diameter of the
full Moon. This means they will be in
the same field of a small telescope (see
diagram).
The last time these two planets
were this close was 397 years ago.
Imagine the wonder Galileo might
have experienced, having just made
his first telescope in 1609, witnessing
a great conjunction of these two huge
celestial bodies in 1623.
Since Jupiter takes 12 years to
make his annual trip around the Sun
and Saturn takes 29 years to make the
same circuit, their apparent motion

Topanga Christian Fellowship

“The Little Church That Could”

against the background of stars is
slow. You can see them approaching
one another now. Find a location
with a good view of the setting sun. In
the canyon this might involve going
up to Saddle Peak or any ridgeline
that has an unobstructed view of the
western horizon. Jupiter will be the
brightest “star” that first appears in
the evening twilight. Saturn will be
the next brightest and the two will get
closer and closer every evening right
up until the conjunction that will
occur by complete coincidence on the
December 21st winter solstice.
Astronomers, like ham radio
operators, use Coordinated Universal
Time (UTC) and avoid the confusion
of all the local time zones. UTC is the
time at the prime meridian on Earth, or
0 degrees longitude, that runs through
The Royal Observatory in Greenwich,
England. The exact moment that the

sun reaches his lowest point in the
sky, or the winter solstice this year, is
10:02 UTC or 2:02 a.m. PST here in
Topanga. The exact point that Jupiter
and Saturn are closest is at 13:22 UTC
or 5:22 a.m. local time.
As a bonus attraction, the very
thin waxing crescent Moon will pass
the planetary pair on the nights of
December 16 and 17. The Moon will
be closer on the evening of the 16 so
get your cameras ready for this cosmic
pile-up.
Conjunctions were once thought
to be omens of apocalyptic changes.
Given the chaos of the global
COVID-19 pandemic and the
presidential election in the United
States that have preceded this
great conjunction of 2020, maybe
these events were harbingers of the
conjunction in a kind of upside-down
oracle in this topsy-turvy year. n
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Astrology

The Great Conjunction and the Dawning of a New Age
By Kait Leonard

W

e’ve been singing about the dawning of
the Age of Aquarius since the Sixties.
Even though astrologers argue about when
that’s actually happening, the upcoming
conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter in Aquarius
on December 21, the Winter Solstice, should
have us all feeling that a major shift has
occurred.
This planetary event is known as the Great
Conjunction. It marks the start of a 200-year
cycle and it’s going to be a big deal, a very big
deal.
To understand what we’ve been dealing
with this year and get a hint of what’s to come,
we need to consider the profound differences
between the energies of Saturn and Jupiter.
Put simply, Saturn is the establishment, the
government, boundaries, and limitations.
Saturn restricts change because he doesn’t
like to break with the established way. Jupiter
on the other hand is all about expansion,
moving forward, and generosity. Saturn is
inherently conservative. Jupiter is, by nature,
liberal.
Saturn and Jupiter have been in close
relationship all year long. Will we stay the old
course, or will we move into some new way
of doing things? Just look at the state of the
U.S. presidential election to understand the
struggle between these two mega planets. The
old guard battles to hold onto its position,
while the contender fights for change.
At times, it appears that Saturn is winning.
That’s because the dialogue has been taking
place in the earth sign of Capricorn, the sign
of the head-of-state and government. Saturn
rules Capricorn which means he is stronger
in that sign than Jupiter and likely to have
the dominant role in their interactions. This
explains the government-imposed limitations
and restrictions of 2020, not to mention,
some of the shenanigans during the election.
But there is hope…eventually. In December,
Saturn and Jupiter take their relationship
into air sign Aquarius. Aquarius is about
the collective, community, intellectualism,
and bottom-up leadership. When the planets

GOLD #1

The Great Conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter in Aquarius marks a major shift and the start of a
200-year cycle.

move into this realm, we should begin to
see a very substantive transformation to just
about everything. The old will fall to the
new. (NOTE: To see where this will have the
most impact on you personally, see where
Aquarius is in your chart.) The collective will
take center stage. Science and intellectualism
will triumph over dogma. Wonderful! Right?
Maybe…eventually.
Nothing dies without a fight, and the
current era isn’t going to simply move over
and give way to a new age of peace, love,
and harmony. The old guard will battle with
everything it has to hold onto its position.
That fight is already underway and will
intensify throughout December.
We’ll begin to see some light when Jupiter
and Saturn finally wave bye-bye to Capricorn.
The two planets will be exactly conjunct,
appearing to sit on top of each other, at zero
degrees Aquarius on December 21.
From the solstice onward, the new will
begin to win over the old. The individual will
recognize community membership. Greed
will give way to compassion. Reason will
prevail over dogmatic belief. Before you dust
off your copy of the 5th Dimension singing
about “golden living dreams of visions,” let

me clarify one crucial point that many
modern astrologers leave out. In traditional
or ancient astrology (which is what I
practice) Aquarius is also ruled by Saturn, so
the planet of boundaries and limits continues
to be the stronger of the two. Do not expect
an immediate transition into a period of wild
and unbridled change. Saturn will ensure
that Jupiter’s tendency toward unlimited
expansion is kept sensibly in check.
Still, once the death throes have calmed,
we will begin to discover what the new era
is going to look like. It will be different, for
sure, but change brings new challenges. I
don’t know about you, but I’ll gladly take new
problems. At this point, I’m just happy to be
moving forward.
Sing it with me!
Harmony and understanding
Sympathy and trust abounding
No more falsehoods or derisions
Golden living dreams of visions
Mystic crystal revelation
And the mind’s true liberation
Aquarius!
(Written by James Rado, Jerome Ragni,
Galt MacDermot)
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Environment
Trash! There’s Plenty for Everyone!
By Beth Goode

W

elcome, Nature Lovers! The scenic vistas
and shaded gullies await you in Topanga.
The creek pools into ponds that are graced with
giant boulders and tall grasses. Untamed nature
and wildlife are here to embrace you in their raw
radiance. The music of the leaves rustling in the
tall maples soothes the soul and the sounds of the
water trickling in spots and rushing by in others
help to calm the nerves. It is paradise on earth.
Then visitors and neighbors come to enjoy her
splendor, and the bountiful beauty is broken by the
mass of trash they leave behind. But never fear, the
Topanga Canyon Trash Warriors are here!
On Sunday, November 1, we filled 21 bags with
refuse and a car bench seat. (If you lost it, we found
it!) We did not get to the entire Boulevard that day,
so those 21 bags don’t even begin to represent the
total amount of garbage lining our canyon’s main
road that week.
I do not post these trash missives to
engender accolades. I post them to encourage
others to engage in the task of tending to our
planet with our group, on your own, or by
starting your own trash cleanup group. Alas, by
Monday, since I cannot help myself as I drive
down the canyon, I collected another full bag of
litter, and there was more, but I ran out of time.
Yes, I am that woman, muttering to herself, bag
flapping in the wind as cars rush by, whom you
see on the roadsides on any given day, bagging
debris in defiance of humanity’s indifference
to the plight of our planet. There were at least
another few bags-worth by Tuesday noon from
the beach up to town. It’s never-ending.
It’s mind-boggling that someone would drive
through this landscape, especially when it is all
cleaned up, and decide to throw garbage out of
their car window onto a countryside scene such as
ours. We also find a plethora of litter in the pullouts
after folks work on their cars or campers vacate.
To round out the Sunday morning spent
tidying up after our fellow humans, I found

Photo by Beth Goode

Trash Warrior Joseph Rosend0 found himself cleaning
up the creek on November 1.

Joseph Rosendo down by the creek at the large
turnout just before the two-mile bridge as you
drive to the ocean. I had stopped there to check
out the trash situation because the turnout is
used as a dumping ground for construction
debris and the like. I heard rustling and clanging
down below in the creek. My first thought was
that someone was dumping trash down there
while I stood above on the road.
“Caught red-handed,” I thought. “Hello
down there?” To my surprise, Joseph peeked
out from behind some trees and proudly, but
fully forlorn, showed me a full Caltrans bag
with items he’d collected down by the creek: Big
empty air mattress boxes, empty bottles and cans,
all manner of camping accoutrements, and the

News
October Sheriff’s Report
A resident was arrested for a
domestic violence incident
for assaulting his wife
during an argument in the
1500 block of Old Topanga
Canyon Road.
An attempted residential
burglary occurred in the1400
block of Bonnell Drive.
The victim was sleeping at
the time of the incident.,
heard the dogs barking but
did not think anything was
suspicious due to the fact
that the dogs bark often. An
hour later, the victim noticed
that both the kitchen window
and screen door were slightly
open. The victim believed
that unknown suspect(s)
attempted entry but were
scared away due to the
barking dogs.
A residential burglary
was reported in the 700
block of Basin Drive. There

18

were no signs of forced
entry into the residence
which is currently under
construction. A bicycle
and tools were stolen. Not
suspect(s) seen or heard.
A theft occurred in the
1500 block of Old Topanga
Canyon road. The victim’s
cell phone was stolen from
the kitchen area of the
location. A witness saw a
friend of the property owner
steal the phone. The case is
ongoing.
A domestic violence
incident was reported in the
1100 block of Comanche.
The suspects are going
through a divorce and
assaulted each other during
an argument.

Salvador Becerra,
Caption
Malibu/Lost Hills
Station
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always present toilet paper and food wrappers.
It really is lovely down there with the sound of
the water heading to the ocean, the wild natural
setting of trees, grasses, big rock formations. The
litter adds nothing to the esthetics of the place,
and we were both confused by it. Visitors were
clearly enjoying the surroundings. What was the
point of spoiling it?
We are often baffled by the behavior we
witness here in the open, unaffected landscape
of Topanga, the beauty of it juxtaposed to the
tarnishing ugliness of human nature.
Joseph had slid on his butt down the steep
hillside all the way to the creek below to collect
the debris; the climb back up was heroic. With his
weighty bag in one hand and his trash grabber in the
other, he zig-zagged his way up the embankment
sliding with the loose dirt as it moved under his
feet. I took the bag from him when he was about
four feet from the top, and he scrambled up on all
fours to emerge onto the roadside.
This man loves his canyon and is devoted
to caring for it. He and Roger Pugliese started
cleaning up the Boulevard about six years ago.
They were two lone men just sick and tired of
looking at the destruction all around them. Their
efforts evolved into the present-day Topanga
Canyon Trash Warriors who are equally devoted
in tackling the waste left behind in the wake of
human activity.
Bravo for them! We, Earth’s children, stand
ready to defend her against the wreckage left on
her body. Although we have tried, it is not for us
to understand human behavior. We are here to
defend our Mother as she continues to support
and love us. If you’d care to join in the immense
camaraderie that has emerged among the warriors,
and the joy we experience each morning when
we meet, then gather after clearing the roadsides,
come down to the Topanga post office at 7 a.m. any
Sunday. We will deck you out with everything you
need for a successful romp on the canyon road and
joyously welcome you into our fold.
There’s plenty of trash to go around!! n
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Ocean views and city lights surround this spacious craftsman architectural. Enjoy your 2.55 acre estate situated on a secluded
knoll that blends into large sandstone rock formations. Enter this 4 bedroom, 3 bath home with custom high vaulted wood
ceilings from your private road/driveway/motorcourt. Built in the year 2000, this 3360 square foot estate features formal
entry with expansive hallways for hanging art/photography. Tasteful distances between bedrooms and eagle’s nest office
suite (private entrance) with views from every window. Entertaining from massive decks watching fireworks on summer
nights to sunsets and city lights, welcome to your forever home.

Hodgson Circle Drive
4 Bed |5 Bath
Chryssa Lightheart - (310) 663-3696

$1,499,000

Exciting palatial Spanish-styled home with spellbinding views from
every room. Extraordinary views over Old Topanga. Open floor plan.
Frosted bedroom doors to allow sunlight in the hallway. Fresh paint
inside and out. Newly planted garden.

Hillside Drive
3 Bed | 2 Bath
Chryssa Lightheart - (310) 663-3696

$1,199,000

A magical Topanga setting with stunning views on 1.3 acres. A private
knoll top is perfect for picnics or meditations. Large flat garden area,
10 fruit bearing trees, Oaks and others. A 500sf brick patio, perfect for
entertaining. Enough flat land for potential addition.

Vacant Land

GATED HORSE PROPERTY WITH PANORAMIC VIEWS
Corsham Road
$999,000
9.94 acres
William Preston Bowling

AMAZING TOPANGA CYN DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY
Callon Drive
$395,000
0.44 acres
William Preston Bowling

2-LOT OPPORTUNITY WITH BEAUTIFUL VIEWS
Vesey Road
$85,000
0.49 acre
Christine Kapetan

(310) 428-5085

(310) 428-5085

(310) 804-8336

LOCAL & GLOBAL

Pritchett-Rapf Realtors

CalBRE 00528707

A LEGACY OF REAL ESTATE EXPERTISE

TimelessTopanga.com
Completely renovated with impeccable taste, a meticulous eye for detail and an award-winning sense of style and beauty.
4BD/3BA
$2,775,000

WoodGlassViews.com
The heart wants what it wants. Stunning wood &
glass home takes your breath away.
3BD/3BA
$1,799,000

1759Artique.com
Stunning cross canyon views stretched out over
rustic mountains. 2154 sq ft, 2 bonus rooms, 2 car
garage and wine room.
$1,399,000
3BD/3BA

836Fernwood.com
Quintessential Topanga home, rich with history &
charm. 1175 sq ft.
2BD/3BA
$1,050,000

LoveTopanga.com
Your vison and inspiration will find a place here in
this lovely, slight fixer-upper. Guest area, 3 car garge.
2BD/1BA
$800,000

LoveTopanga.com
Topanga’s original gorgeous tree house. 2045 sq ft
with a living ancient oak tree growing through it.
3BD/2BA
$5,800 Per Month

LoveTopanga.com
Lovely two story home surrounded by succulent
gardens.
2BD/1BA
$4,000 Per Month

Voted: Best of the Best - 2020 America’s Best Real Estate Professionals
REALTRENDS TOM FERRY.
Catherine Campbell
DRE: 01164030 | 310.663.9039
catherine@lovetopanga.com
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