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HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM
THE WRIGHT WAY TEAM

We wish you peace, health,
and safe Holidays for you
and your loved ones.
We have had the joy and pleasure of helping so many wonderful people in our
community this year, and we are grateful for every one of you! We’ve helped many
buyers realize their dream of moving to our wonderful canyon, and joining this incredibly
special community. And we’ve helped many sellers to move on to new dreams, whether
continuing their journeys in Topanga, or beyond. We are honored to have listed or sold
over $80 million this year, and to currently have over $20 million in escrow and represent
over $63 million in exclusive listings. Here’s to new beginnings and new adventures for
our friends and clients! We have expanded our team, and are thrilled to have welcomed
two smart, compassionate, and talented agents, Wilke Itzin, and Adrian Guzman, to
our team! Topanga has welcomed them with open arms! 2020 has been a challenging,
often sad, year. We share the sorrow and heartbreak for those lost, including our dear
matriarch, Connie Wright. But we are thankful for the closeness of our loved ones,
associates, and amazing clients! And we are very excited for the twins my youngest son
and his wife have on the way, next year! You all make our world a better place, and we
are happy to be of service to our community. The constants for us are the truly special
people who are a part of this magical place, and this beautiful canyon, itself! Here’s to a
safe and happy season, and a new year that brings better opportunities and blessings
for us all.
Adrian, Jordan, Wilke, and Adrian G

The Pinnacle of Topanga Real Estate — Eagle's Peak
Eagle’s Peak, a newly built, Modern, Gated Masterpiece, with clean
lines, and panoramic views. Cradled in the lap of luxury, your dreams
come true, here. Views flow from the gentle hills of Topanga, to snow
capped peaks that frame LA. This home lives easy, lives beautifully,
lives large. Walls of glass, seamless Fleetwood doors, top of the
line everything! Expansive bedroom suites, covered indoor/outdoor
decks, white oak floors, marble enwrapped baths, and a huge 4 car
garage, with a massive view window, perfect for your Tesla and
Peloton to coexist. Elegant, waterwise landscaping. A separate,
permitted, 2 story Guest House, with jaw dropping views from
downtown to Catalina, is perched above a 2 car garage just down
the drive. Celebrate life on it’s huge terraced view patios. Welcome to
Eagle’s Peak.

$3,888,000
4 Bed | 4.5 Bath | 4,420 Sq Ft | 1 Acre

INTERESTED IN LEARNING HOW COMPASS CAN DELIVER A BESPOKE, WHITE GLOVE,
SMOOTH, SAFE, AND SUCCESSFUL TOP DOLLAR SALE OF YOUR HOME?
CALL THE WRIGHT WAY TEAM TODAY. WE LOOK FORWARD TO BEING OF SERVICE.

@thewrightwayteam
2020 TOP SELLING COMPASS TOPANGA AGENTS. PASSIONATE LOCAL AGENTS. UNPARALLELED MARKETING
REACH. INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY. RESULTS DELIVERED. AN EXPERIENCE LIKE NO OTHER.

Adrian Wright

Jordan Wright

818.939.6415
adrian.wright@compass.com
DRE 00935559

818.746.6987
jordanwright@compass.com
DRE 01952694

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01991628. All material
presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition,
sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.
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Sandra, part of the Ngäbe community of Valle Escondido in Panamá, has worked as a cook with Floating Doctors
since 2017.

Everyday Hugs

W

hat people yearn for the most in this extended lockdown, they say, are hugs, so here are some
Everyday Hugs that might prompt you to find your own.
One Everyday Hug comes in $11-dollar monthly commitments to sustain Topangan Dr. Ben
LaBrot’s Floating Doctors, who started the program with just eleven dollars in his pocket! In the photo
(above), Sandra, part of the Ngäbe community of Valle Escondido in Panamá, has worked as a cook
with Floating Doctors since 2017. On October 27, 2020, she safely gave birth to a healthy baby girl.
Sandra’s positive attitude and smile always brightens up everyone’s day, especially with a full house
of volunteers. Ripples of Hope makes a sustained difference in the lives of their patients. To donate:
floatingdoctors.com
Music easily comes to mind. Be sure to have music in your life.
My Christmas cactus is blooming more than ever before and right on schedule.
Every time I walk Tippy the dog and Tomcat follows, people smile.
A friend calls and asks “How are you?”
Topanga Whimsy (Pages 10-11) constantly amuses me and it’s everywhere. I suggest you share
photos of your whimsical discoveries to us at editor@thecanyonchronicle.com, and make those hugs
count for our readers, as well.
Topanga’s volunteers are the heart of the community. Volunteering can consume you if you let it but
remember, “Many hands make light work.” (See pages 5, 6, 9)
Our volunteer organizations need everyone’s help. They were essential workers long before the days of
pandemic and heroically carry on in spite of it. These are just a few: Topanga Community Center, Town
Council, Chamber of Commerce, Women’s Circle, Arson Watch, Topanga Coalition for Emergency
Preparedness, Topanga Symphony, SAGES, Topanga COVID Coalition… and so many more.
My mother, who occasionally suffered “panic attacks,” found the remedy is thinking of and/or
doing for others. You don’t have to join an organization to do that.
Laundry Day, the smell of clean, air-dried sheets and clothes, and the memory of friends who got
the washer up and running for me.
About Those Coyotes. Our cover artist, Ann Triplett, lives in Pacific Palisades and likes to write short
narratives with each work, sometimes with whimsy and humor. “Urban coyotes are a vocal animal
with a varied repertoire of calls. A long howl reports location. Short barks worn of danger. Yips reunite
the pack members. They growl for dominance and whine and whimper when bonding. They use highpitched barks to summon their pups. They are monogamous. They move silently to avoid predators by
walking on the tips of their toes. They can jump 13 feet and run 40 miles an hour. Their scientific name
is Canis Latrans, meaning “barking dog.” facebook.com/anntriplettart
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Coyotes, Oil on canvas, 20” x 24.” Artist Ann
Triplett lives in Pacific Palisades and is drawn
to animals, wild and domestic, with interpretive
expressions. She also seeks interactive components
in her art, sometimes with whimsy and humor.
Facebook.com/anntriplettart; petriplett@aol.com
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2020 Year-End Report—On Hiatus to January 24, 2021
It was only thanks to community support that The Canyon Chronicle was born on June 26,
2020. People rallied to the GoFundMe campaign with start-up funding and here we are six
months later, barely breaking even. Sadly, it takes just a couple of advertisers who don’t pay or pay
late to set us back. Editorially we are sound. Even so, as a business owner facing challenges like
so many others, I continue to see opportunities in 2021 and have made plans to streamline and
strengthen the business. Another goal of $10,000 will sustain us until we publish again on January
24. gofundme.com/newspaper-launch
We at the Chronicle wish everyone a joyous holiday season and great good fortune in 2021 and
beyond.
Thanks for who you are and everything you do to make things better.
—Flavia Potenza

news
How I Became A Volunteer
By Stacy Sledge
As an unincorporated mountain
community, in order to meet its
needs where the County can’t or
doesn’t, Topanga has always been
a community of volunteers. The
“Topanga Community Dictionary”
defines a volunteer as “someone who
selflessly works full time for no pay
in organizations that have become
so essential to the community’s
well-being, that they can’t stop.” For
newcomers, volunteering is one of the
best ways to get to know your new
home, as Sledge learned.
A Texas transplant to Topanga in
2000, Sledge logged 5,000 volunteer
hours in her first ten years of service since
she “accidently” started as an instant
member of The Topanga Town Council.
She recently retired after 20 years as
president and shares her volunteer
experience for those coming up.
After buying my Topanga home in
January 2000, one of the first things I
did was to call Jack MacNeil to survey
my property. The property boundary
lines were a bit obscure since no one
around me had a fence outlining
their claim on the wilderness, which
I found to be wonderful. I found the
closest neighbors to be raccoons,
squirrels, rabbits, and an occasional
deer or bobcat.
Jack determined the precise
mapping of my land, then asked if
I knew anyone in Topanga. I said,
“Yes. You and my realtor.” He smiled
and asked why I moved to Topanga.
I gave a very unique answer, “To
get away from the hustle and bustle
of city life and ground my roots in
actual soil.” He chuckled, knowing
he had heard that story a few times,

Stacy Sledge was honored in 2010 as a
Voluteer of the Year.

This is how Stacy Sledge gets things
done. It’s all about the smile.

and said that the best and fastest way
to meet people is to volunteer in the
community.
He asked what my interests were,
to which I said charity work of many
causes, but that I was especially
interested in solving emergencies.
Jack’s grinning smile got ever so
big and he said, “You might consider
TCEP.” He told me to call (310) 4553000 to leave a message and that
someone would contact me very
soon.
An aside: For those who don’t know
Jack, he and his wife, Pat, along with
a few other Topangans, started the
Topanga Coalition for Emergency
Preparedness (TCEP) after the 1993
Malibu Topanga fire.
I called and left a message that
very day. Within 24 hours, a really
nice guy by the name of Dale
Robinette returned my call. He said
to come to a meeting on Wednesday
at TCEP’s Emergency Operations
Center, a small single-wide trailer
on Church Road. When I arrived,
Dale and two other gentlemen were
discussing the upcoming Topanga

Do-Gooder’s awards, an event that
honors residents who graciously
give their time and sweat equity to
meaningful causes in our town. I was
a bit confused as to what this had to
do with emergency preparedness, but
I joined in.
A nomination made by the
community was now being voted
on. Three hands went up in the air
unanimously voting for a woman
named, Rosi Dagit. (She and her
team of volunteers have made a huge
impact on our environment and
wildlife, and she continues to this
day as Sr. Biologist of the Resource
Conservation District of the Santa
Monica Mountains, RCDSMM, to
help preserve Topanga as a wildland
mountain community)
As the three hands were
simultaneously in the air, they
turned to see my hand was not up.
“So, Stacy, what do you think about
Rosi?” After a big gulp from being
put on the spot, I remarked that I
didn’t personally know her, but she
sounded like an amazing woman
with all that she does for the canyon.

Again, the other hands waited for
mine to go up to complete the vote.
My hand went high in the air.
A few reports were given, then as I
recall, a discussion about the increase
of traffic and speeding on Topanga
Canyon Boulevard were addressed
at length. Finally, there was the
announcement of the new, 2000
Topanga Emergency Access Sticker.
Ahhhh, an emergency preparedness
topic!
After the meeting, I inquired as
to why an emergency group would
have discussed traffic, crime, creek
cleanup, and other non-emergency
related subjects. Dale then informed
me that I was at a Topanga Town
Council meeting. “Uhhh, what
meeting am I at,” I asked, perplexed.
Dale elaborated that the Topanga
Town Council decided in 1994,
following the 1993 fire, to share their
phone number with TCEP. So, when
I left a message, he thought I wanted
to come to a Town Council meeting.
I gingerly told him my real interest
was in emergency work. Dale then
said with a grin, “Well, sorry, you
already voted. You are now a member
of the Topanga Town Council!” After
proudly serving my 20th year on the
Town Council, I can now say I know
a lot more people. And yes, I am also
a volunteer with TCEP. n
Stacy Sledge has been a leading
volunteer in Topanga Canyon for
both TCEP and the Town Council,
where she was president (now
retired) for 20 years. In 2010, she was
honored by the Board of Supervisors
Third District as Volunteer of
The Year. To read more: http://
topangamessenger.com/story_detail.
php?SectionID=&ArticleID=3917

The Hugelkultur Workshop Follow-up

Photo by Zez Kast

Kat High started to plant the beginnings of the gathering garden—yarrow and
monkey flower, apricot mallow, ceanothus, and a small holly leaf cherry—and
getting lots of help from Spencer Blattel for the harder lifting and digging.
“Now we need rain,” she says, and “Happy Holidays! (See “Hugelkultur: Learning
to Love Carbon,” The Canyon Chronicle, December 11, 2020, No. 13)

At 91, Professor Charles Quigley
Celebrates with a Hike
By Richard Hoops
Early morning hikers in Topanga
State Pa rk at Trippet Ranch probably
have met Chuck Quigley on the
East Topanga Fire Road. Quigley
starts every day with a hike toward
Parker Mesa from the entrance on
Waveview Drive, but December 7 was
a bit different; it was his 91st birthday
and he was hiking with family and
friends. He paused for this photo
after hiking up the hill past Cougar
Rock with his daughters, Lise Borja

(left), and Monique Quigley (right),
and his grandson Zev Kast. Like any
other workday, after the hike, he went
to his job as a senior consultant to a
group he founded called the Center
for Civic Education in Calabasas,
which is dedicated to promoting an
enlightened and responsible citizenry
committed to democratic principles
and actively engaged in the practice
of democracy in the United States
and other countries. For more on
Quigley’s work with the Center for Civic
Education: civiced.org/staff/quigley

Photo by Kat High
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Photos retrieved from slide show by Cecilie Stuart of the Covid Coalition.

Volunteer Kristina Rocco Levy (top right in foreground) led the food delivery service team. Members of LA County Fire, Sheriffs, and CHP attend monthly
Town Council meetings to present reports. Photos retrieved from slide show by Cecilie Stuart of the Covid Coalition.

Volunteers Organize Community Outreach During Pandemic
By Annemarie Donkin
In the true spirit of community, an
extraordinary group founded the Topanga
Covid Coalition to provide necessary
assistance during the pandemic.
Partnering with local organizations
and L.A. County, the Coalition helped to
coordinate food distribution for seniors, needy
families and the homeless, providing PPEs to
local businesses, providing information on
rent relief, grants for small businesses and
also organized mask sewing during the “Safer
at Home” quarantine.
Cecilie Stuart of Move the World and Tam
Taylor of the Topanga Canyon Sages founded
the group in February immediately following
the first quarantine.
Weekly Zoom meetings began in March to
organize the Coalition, which included help
to obtain a County Grant for food distribution
and provide space for a Red Cross Blood
Drive at the Topanga Community Center.
“We knew during this coronavirus event
that some in Topanga may have difficulty
shopping for groceries and medications,”
Stuart wrote in March. “So, a wonderful
group of volunteers in Topanga (Canyon
Sages, the Topanga Community Center
[TCC] and other Topangans) have banded
together to help our most vulnerable
residents get what they need.”
Throughout the year, key players in the
Coalition include Nonie Shore and Kelly
Rockwell of the Topanga Community Center;
Kristina Rocco Levy of Rocco’s Cucina and
Kristine Sloan, who were key organizers of
the daily and weekly food distributions; Alisa
Land Hill of Topanga Elementary Charter
School/Topanga Town Council and In the
Company of Angels-Homeless outreach with
Susan Clark, Bill and Jane Terjung.
Joseph Rosendo of the Topanga Chamber
of Commerce updates the Coalition on
Topanga Businesses and distributes the “Back
to Basics” signs for businesses to put in their
windows urging customers to “wear a mask,
wash their hands, social distance, and limit
gatherings.”
Matt Doolin of Topanga Art Tile created
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the Census Posters that went up on poles in
town.
Among government officials assisting
the Coalition are Tessa Charnofsky from
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl’s office; Janet Turner
from U.S. Rep. Ted Lieu’s office; Nick Gaines
from State Sen. Henry Stern’s office; and
Tim Pershing from State Assemblymember
Richard Bloom’s office.
Dorothy Reik. President of the Progressive
Democrats of the Santa Monica Mountains
and Carrie Carrier, President of the Topanga
Town Council, provided essential support
and advice.
In addition to delivering food to seniors
and unhoused folks, Coalition volunteers
currently distribute food boxes at Pine Tree
Circle that are provided by the L.A. Regional
Food Bank.
“Good news! The Thanksgiving delivery
for the SAGES was fabulous,” Kristina Rocco
Levy said during a meeting on Dec 16. “Karen
Dannenbaum of Sotheby’s International
will provide about 175 holiday meals for the
SAGES and about 20 homebound seniors.”
Rocco Levy reported that they will be
able to continue storing food boxes at Pine
Tree Circle in the office space provided by
the landlord, Nathan Daneshgar, for another
month to make food distributions.
“I have about 75 boxes from the last
distribution,” she said. “We have served 3,000
families and helped so many families, who
had Thanksgiving dinner, and the homeless,
We could get another run and a set of 400
boxes for January.”
A $55,000 Block Grant for Topanga
from L.A. County
“The Topanga Town Council is responsible
for a community development block grant
for a food and toiletry giveaway program
in Topanga,” wrote the 2020 TCC Board
of Directors. “They teamed up with the
Topanga Canyon Sages, Topanga Chamber
of Commerce, and other Topanga entities
performing outreach who are all helping to
make this program take off.”
The County of Los Angeles received the

funds on behalf of unincorporated areas.
What the block grant paid for was
assistance for those facing food or personal
hygiene insecurities in the Canyon who then
had access to prepared meals and toiletries
at the Topanga Library parking area three
times per week. Thousands of meals were
provided by Café 27, Rocco’s Cucina, and
Waterlily Café.
Additionally, through the Topanga
Community Center as lead agency, Los
Angeles County funded two programs—the
Workforce Development on Aging and the
Community Services’ Area Agency on Aging
provided food deliveries to older adults who
are food insecure.
According to Los Angeles County, “the
new program was funded with Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds
allocated in the Coronavirus Aid, Relief
and Economic Security (CARES) Act by the
federal government.
CDBG funds are distributed by a U.S.
Department of Housing and Development
(HUD) formula to cities and counties based
on population, poverty, and overcrowded
housing.
“In the Third Supervisorial District, we
received just over $55,000 to help the Topanga
community address the impact of Covid-19
on residents,” wrote a County spokesperson.
“With community input, we have decided to
spend a portion of the funds on a Port-a Potty
and a handwashing station.”
Cu r re nt ly, t he Por t a Pott y and
handwashing station has become an integral
part of Topanga’s town center.
“My inspiration from Move the World
(movetheworldnow.org) was that we’ve had
a Topanga youth climate activism group for
eight years and during Covid we, as with
many non-profits, needed to change our
programs to support local leadership and the
vulnerable to see what we could do during
the shutdown,” Stuart wrote. “Our Board
of Directors, Fiona Soukup and Caroline
Rheinfrank, have also volunteered with
the Topanga Covid Coalition; it’s been a
tremendous effort by many and an inspiring
team to work with.” n

News
House Fire on Saddle Peak Sparks Concern
By Annemarie Donkin

The explosion of a large
appliance in the laundry
room is the suspected cause
of a destructive house fire
at the top of Saddle Peak
Road on Tuesday, Nov.
24. Melannie Guyton had
just rented the house one
month earlier and now it is
uninhabitable.
A fire that engulfed a two-story
house in the 23000 block of Saddle
Peak Road in Topanga on Tuesday,
Nov. 24, was reported to the Los
Angeles County Fire Dept. at about
9:37 a.m. The structure and about 1/8
acre of surrounding brush was fully
engulfed when firefighters arrived
on the scene around 9:55 a.m.,
according to the TCEP Emergency
Status Alerts.
Known as the “Peak Fire,” it was
quickly doused by helicopters filling
at nearby 69 Bravo and knocked
down by ground crews from Engines
67, 69 and 70.
“There was heavy fire damage to
the second floor,” said Los Angeles
County Fire Captain Fowler of
Station 69. “Likely that it was a gas
appliance that initialized that.”
While the main fire was put out
within an hour, some firefighters

IN ESCROW

PPhotos courtesy of Melannie Guyton

The only thing that really survived the inferno, a wooden Aloha sign, the renter of
the house, Mellanie Guyton wrote, “reminds me that the aloha spirit is alive.”

remained on scene dousing hot
spots until about noon.
The house was rented by Melannie
Guyton. Her housemate, Jordan
Grossman and his six-year-old
daughter, Logan, were home at the
time. There were no reported injuries.
Guyton said they had only lived
in the house for a month. Her two
dogs, Maka (meaning the favored
one) and her puppy, Akemi (which
means light and joy) were also safe
from the fire.
A native of Hawai’i, Guyton was
at work in Redondo Beach when
she received a phone call that the
house was on fire and returned
home only to discover that most
of the wooden structure was
unsalvageable.

18162 Kingsport

Housemates Melannie Guyton,
Jordan Grossman and his six-year-old
daughter, Logan.

“My housemate and I lost material
possessions, but we are so grateful
to be safe and healthy,” she wrote
in an email. “Much thanks to the
firefighters, The American Red Cross,
neighbors, the Malibu and Topanga
communities, my church family, and
ohana for all the love and support.”
Currently, the landlord’s insurance
is paying for Guyton, Grossman and
his daughter to live in an Airbnb in
El Segundo.
“The only thing that really survived,
amazingly, through the inferno was a
wooden sign, “Aloha,” Guyton wrote.
“Reminds me that the aloha spirit is
alive and well in Malibu, the Topanga
community, and the supporting
churches at large.”
Guyton said they are determined
to move forward, wherever they may
end up. “The American Red Cross
came hours after the blaze,” she said.
“The fire department had a fund for
me and my household, some financial
relief, and it happened that night.”
Guyton said the fire was covered in
the local news media and on FOX 11.
“I am not worried as I have
my health, family, neighbors. and
immediate ohana to see us through,”
she wrote. “We trust in God to
sustain us, much aloha.” n
If you want to help, please give
through PayPal at Mguyton17@
gmail.com or GoFundMe at the
Melannie Guyton Fire Relief Fund.

$2,375,000

Jon & Lisa Saver
CalBre Lic.#00764901 & #01203202

Beautifully Remodeled 3 bedroom, 2 bath Ocean view home in the Sunset Mesa
neighborhood in Malibu. Just minutes to Santa Monica, the Palisades Village,
and Malibu’s beaches.

207 Muerdago Rd.

$1,775,000

310.455.2540
310.989.0839
TopangaHomesOnline.com

REDUCED

Post Office Tract Craftsman home on
approx 1 acre. This estate has multiple
structures and is fully fenced. Main house
features 3 beds, 2 baths, gourmet kitchen/
family room with fireplace. Artists retreat
featuring art studios. Gazebo, swimming
pavillion with a large stationary swim spa.
Walking distance to State Park trails, shops,
and Topanga Elementary.

Sotheby’s International Realt y and the Sotheby’s
International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered)
service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s
International Realty, Inc. If your property is listed with a
real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to
solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy
to work with them and cooperate fully.
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history

Topanga Before Today
Compiled by Pablo Capra,
Topanga Historical Society
Archivist

W

hen Pablo Capra, The Canyon
Chronicle’s (and Topanga’s)
intrepid researcher of Topanga
history, began reading newspapers,
he discovered numerous vignettes
that caught his attention but weren’t
relevant to the books and articles he
was writing. Too small to publish on
their own, we found them interesting
and amusing enough to present
them as ongoing glimpses into our
local history and start with these.
Pablo encourages you to support
the Topanga Historical Society by
becoming a member or buying a
book at topangahistoricalsociety.org.
“Two Methods of Publicity
Described”
By S. M. Booster
January 3, 1916, Santa Monica
Outlook—‘‘Whenever Postmaster
Jim Craig of Topanga decides the
canyon needs a little publicity, he
goes out in the back yard, digs
up some bones buried by his dog
which gives use to big stories about
discovering Indian bones,” said a
Santa Monica booster after reading
a story in the Outlook in which John
N. P. Cramer praised the standard of
citizenship of Topanga.
“Now when Santa Monica canyon
needs a little publicity, Frank E.
Bundy proceeds to build a few bath
houses and amusement piers and
yet they talk about the progressive
spirit of Topanga—makes me tired.
“Why what did Topanga ever
do for its country anyway? There is
one good big road running through
the canyon, but shucks, we have 57
varieties of roads in Santa Monica
canyon. Every time you turn around
in Topanga canyon you face a sign,
“No picnicking here.” In Santa
Monica canyon free picnic grounds

1965-09-10 Decision Due ps
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are provided with fireplaces and all
conveniences to make picnicking less
barbaric than is the usual custom.
“Now, in case it be thought I
have some lots to sell, I’ll say that
if any primitive man of Topanga
wants to come here to civilization
and argue just how far Topanga’s
spirit of citizenship is ahead of
Santa Monica’s, let him come and
I’ll convince him that Santa Monica
canyon’s high spirit has got the other
two communities backed off the
map. I’ll say further that this will
be a winner-take-all proposition,
including blood, black eyes and
bleeding noses.”
“Society and Woman’s World”
August 29, 1910, The Daily
Outlook—Whether “swallowtails”
shall supercede outing shirts is the
burning question that is dividing
the summer residents of Topanga
canyon into opposing factions of
growing dimensions....
Guests from the vicinity of “Boot
Rock,” a former rendezvous of
Vasquez, the notorious highwayman
and bandit, journeyed by moonlight
to participate in the function. So
likewise did others from the “YU” bend and from “Four Oaks,”
which is the joint property of Col.
T. J. Cochrane, governor of the
Soldiers’ Home; Surgeon McNary,
official physician of th e institution;
Thomas H. James, city engineer of
Santa Monica; and Dr. H. E. Hasse,
a retired man of medicine.
To the amazement of many, and
the awe of a few, Mr. [Templer]
Allen, who is a former British
officer, appeared costumed in a
regulation “swallowtail” evening
suit. According to one of those
present, the sight almost created a
panic. Certain it is that many of the
ranchers and campers felt a deal
of embarrassment at the contrast
presented by their own modest
apparel. At the close of the evening
the epoch-marking event became
the subject of liberal discussion. A
number of the guests announced
their intention of abandoning the

1916-01-03 Two Methods of Publicity crop
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weekly soirees completely. Others
declared their independence of
convention, and stoutly asserted
their rights to dance in whatever
clothing they pleased.
Meanwhile, Templer Allen, cool
and collected amid the tempest he
had unwittingly created, suavely
remarked to his nearest friends that
the time had come to put a little
more tone into the weekly social
gatherings, to which many nods of
approval gave endorsement.

Blvd. Speaker of the evening will
be Mrs. Marvin Gildersleeve,
vice chairman of the narcotics
and dangerous drugs educational
committee of Los Angeles County.
Parents are urged to bring their
children to the event, sponsored
by several Topanga organizations.
Further information may be obtained
by calling 455-1732.

“Gossip from Movie World”
December 3, 1920, Star Gazette
(Elmira, NY)—For the scenes taken
in Topango Canyon, California, for
Buried Treasure, in which Marion
Davies will be seen, Andalusian
ponies of the highest breeds
attainable are used as well as burros.
The saddlery for the riding animals
is said to be a gorgeous medley of
tooled leather, metals, and semiprecious stones.
“Decision Due on Topanga Club”
September 10, 1965, The Malibu
Times—Whether or not dancing
will be allowed at the Canyon Club
at 20241 Callon Drive in Topanga
will be decided by Judge John J.
Merrick in Malibu Justice Court
next Wednesday [Sept. 15].
The legal troubles of the Canyon
Club began in May, 1964, when the
county’s Public Welfare Commission
revoked the club’s dancing license
when sheriffs’ deputies testified that
“males were dancing with males.”
Philip B. Ewing, owner of the club,
argued through his attorney, that
the club was a private swim club and
the dancing was only incidental.
There have been several court
hearings on the case, the last a
hearing before Judge Merrick on
July 15.
“Malibu-Topanga News Briefs”
October 1967, Santa Monica
Evening Outlook—A film on the
drug LSD will be shown Tuesday at
7:30 p.m. at the Topanga Community
House, 1440 N. Topanga Canyon

1910-08-29 Society crop Swallowtails

News
Speeding and Fires Fuel Frustration in Topanga
By Annemarie Donkin
When the Topanga Canyon Town
Council met via Zoom on December
9, Council President Carrie Carrier
invited representatives from the West
Valley CHP, L.A. County Fire and
the Lost Hills Sheriff’s Department
to address long-standing issues by
residents, mainly speeding and fires.
CHP Traffic Report. Weston Haver,
Public Information Officer, California
Highway Patrol, West Valley Area,
reported that the top complaints
he receives center around traffic,
speeding and street racing.
“In October, there were four
collisions from the two-mile bridge
north to the city limits,” he said. “It
was all property damage, no injuries.
The primary cause was unsafe turning
and one DUI. In Oct. 2020, there
were three collisions. From the twomile bridge to PCH, there were two
collisions due to unsafe driving and
one accident involving something
other than the driver, there were no
injuries. In October, 2019, there was
one collision with no injuries.”
To report unsafe driving behaviors
in Topanga and the Santa Monica
Mountains, please call CHP dispatch
at (323) 259-3200.
Los Angeles County Fire Report.
Acting Assistant Chief Andrew Smith
for the Los Angeles County Fire
Department said they have been busy

November. Also, theft from vehicles;
people leaving items in plain view and
one incident of domestic violence in
Old Canyon.”

Photo by Annemarie Donkin

Topanga Town Council Board members Alisa Land Hill, Carrie Carrier, and former
president Stacy Sledge facilitate a meeting pre-pandemic in October 2019.

with Red Flag days.
“Over the last two months the
Department has had aircraft readiness
drills at 69 Bravo where they tested a
helitanker to get 3,000 gallons in less
than two minutes,” Chief Smith said.
“This helitanker can go from Los
Alamitos to Topanga in 15 minutes;
we have [access to] four helicopters,
two fixed-wings from the state of it’s
really needed.”
For October, Chief Smith reported
a total of six fires, 30 medical calls and
a series of small brush fires in Topanga
started by people experiencing
homelessness.
“The fires were all electrical in
nature,” he said. “Just remember that
we live in a man-made fire regime,
human and mechanical interaction.”
Chief Smith reported that the house
fire in Old Canyon was caused by a
power surge on a multi-strip. “It was
an extension cord, which is temporary
use only, we call it creative wiring due
to faulty wiring that was in the house,”
he said. “In response to rumors, no
electrical poles were involved; it was

people using extension cords.”
Chief Smith also replied to a
question about installing speed bumps
on Topanga Canyon Boulevard.
“Speed Bumps cause delays to our fire
response, it slows trucks,” he said. “We
have a 40,000-pound truck come to a
complete stop at each bump; it tears up
our equipment.”
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Report. Sheriff’s Deputy Michael
Cerveny reported the crime statistics
for October and November. “In
October there were four reported
crimes; two residential burglaries, one
petty theft and one domestic violence,”
he said. “In November, there were
two crimes—theft from locked and
unlocked vehicles.
Deputy Cerveny said that crime in
Topanga primarily consists of property
crimes. “In November, there were
thefts from vehicles and burglaries
from homes and two from garages,”
he said. “There has been a slight
uptick in petty theft and shoplifting
including 11 incidents of shoplifting in

Arson Watch Update. Will Carey of
Arson Watch said that Topanga has 29
volunteers with five to seven volunteers
who are active in the Canyon and the
Santa Monica Mountains.
“Malibu has more than 50 active
Arson Watch volunteers,” Carey said.
“We could use more volunteers.”
Carey said they are always working
to improve training and radio
communications.
“One of the main things we have
done is replace [radio] repeaters to
penetrate Old Canyon,” he said. “We
have a repeater in Catalina that ties
into the Lost Hills Sheriff’s Station. The
other thing is homeless encampments.
We keep track of where they are…
to monitor people sleeping in cars
and make sure they are not doing
campfires, or hibachis.”
According to the website, the
average Arson Watch volunteer patrols
on Red Flag days and has a minimum
requirement of only 30 hours per
year. A typical year will have up to a
dozen Red Flag days. Patrols are on
designated routes and take anywhere
from 2-4 hours.
If you enjoy driving beautiful
mountain roads and have some time
to support your community, contact
Arson Watch for application details at:
info@arsonwatch.com. n

Topangans, Let’s Connect
The Topanga Town Council is reaching out to see if you
or a Topangan you know could use a helping hand.
We want to make sure you have a chance to connect with the wide
array of opportunities and services available to you – especially
during this challenging time.

Are you or someone you know:
• in need of medical assistance from a caregiver to evacuate
during a disaster?
• in need of help shopping for food and supplies?
• in need of assistance around the house?
• in need of help coping during this uncertain time?

The Topanga Town Council
Working to connect the
Topanga community to
opportunities and services
available to them.
For more information:
OneTopanga.com
TopangaTownCouncil.org
310-455-3001, ext. 0
© 2020 Topanga Town Council. All rights reserved.

• a senior or person with a medical disability who wants to get
connected to classes, events, services and more?
• interested in making an impact in our community?

If you answered yes to any of the above questions, we
want to hear from you. Please send us a message today:
Call: 310-455-3001, ext. 0 OR Email: contact@topangatowncouncil.org
Include your name, contact information and a brief reason for getting in
touch. One of our volunteer board members will contact you.

Get your 2021 Topanga Resident Access Card now.
Email: contact@topangatowncouncil.org

The Topanga Town Council, an all volunteer 501(c)(4) nonprofit organization, proudly serving the Topanga community since 1977.
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Topanga Whimsy for the Holidays
Compiled by Flavia Potenza

N

o one ever said Topangans don’t have a
sense of humor. Much of it manifests in
surprisingly whimsical ways where you can’t
help but smile and wonder how it got there
and who are the people behind it. I hope this
comes as a pick-me-up for our battered spirits
and helps us lighten up as we tough it out until
things change for the better. It’s essential that
we find the joy in the season and carry it into
the New Year. Photos by Flavia Potenza unless
noted otherwise.

Left: The
Menorah
lights all the
candles on
eighth day of
Chanukah.
Nelow: The
Menorah
Mitzvah
Mobile.
Photo by Flavia Potenza

Chanukah On the Road

Tumbleweed Christmas
Photo by Jane Hammond

For years, Jane Hammond has
created her own pagan ritual to
celebrate Christmas. Instead of a
pine tree, she saw promise in the
lowly, unwelcoming tumbleweed,
tightly wrapped into itself with
thorns that warn, “Don’t you
dare!” Hammond not only dared,
she did. In her first encounter,
she succeeded in wrestling a plant
stubb ornly rooted in the ground.
She ended the match triumphant
but exhausted, bloodied and bruised.
Its final triumph was refusing to fit in
the car. Since then, Hammond wisely
forages only for those that have freely
tumbled their way into a fence or alongside
the road with fellow travelers. She has also learned
to wear gloves. This year’s decorations include a Halloween spider.

The flower box

Did you notice the Menorah Mitzvah
Mobile tooling around Topanga during
the eight days of Chanukah? In keeping
with CDC rules during the pandemic
while honoring Jewish tradition, Rabbi
Dovid Weiss of Topanga Chabad lit
up the giant menorah secured to a
truck and delivered Chanukah gift
boxes, Chanukah In A Box, for people
to celebrate this joyous holiday at
home. Inside the kit were a Menorah
with a box of candles, a chocolate
donut (instantly consumed), a bag
of Lindt assorted chocolate truffles
(still unopened), a dreidel and foilwrapped chocolate “coins” and a paint
set to amuse the children. Simply put
but with deeper meaning, Chanukah
celebrates “the miracle of light over
might.”
Note: A mitzvah is a good
deed done from religious duty;
any good or praiseworthy deed.

The Topanga
Nutcracker

Photo by Jane Hammon

This flower box planted with pink petunias, and now blue ones, appeared out of nowhere last
summer on Valley Drive off Old Canyon. Passersby were enamored and, little by little, added tiny
toys. Skyline walkers who walk the two-mile loop on a regular basis, can’t resist rearranging the
scene as more toys appear. A few holiday decorations were recently added: a red ribbon and ball
for Christmas, and pinecones in honor of the solstice and obscure pagan rites, perhaps.

10

November 13 • Vol. 1 No. 10

The Topanga
Nutcracker
misses us as
much as we miss
him. Sherry
and Bob Jason,
founders and
producers of this
annual favorite,
wish everyone
the joys of the
season however
they present
themselves, and
look forward
to resuming
production next
year.

Photo courtesy of Rabbi Dovid
Weiss of Topanga Chabad.

and Every Day
Mysterious Theft in Small Town
always found comfort under the bed, where
he was surrounded by the lovely creatures,”
the CW reported. “Without them he feels
disconsolate.”
Investigators found no sign of forced
entry and said the only change in the
victim’s routine was work done by a home
cleaner the previous day, who, the victim
said, has an excellent reputation. Neighbors
who have employed her confirmed this
assertion.
The Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s
Department requested that anyone
with information relating to the strange
occurrence contact them.

Photo by Flavia Potenza

—Robin Stroll, Agoura Hill

Max in regal repose. That is not a real bunny in front
of the bench and certainly not a dust bunny (who don’t
like their pictures taken, ever). Photo by Robin Stroll

Agoura Hills, CA, Dec. 9—Ms Robin Stroll,
72, reported the theft of a large quantity of
dust bunnies from her condominium today.
“They have been living with me and my
cat, Max, for many years,” the distraught
woman told sheriffs. “This morning when
I woke up, they were nowhere to be found.”
A Cat Whisperer (CW) who interviewed
Max said the cat was distressed. “He has

Editor’s Note: Dust bunnies (or dustbunnies),
in American English, are small clumps
of dust that form under furniture and in
corners that are not cleaned regularly. They
are made of hair, lint, dead skin, spider webs,
dust, and sometimes light rubbish and debris
held together by static electricity and felt-like
entanglement. The movement of a single
large particle can start the formation of a
dust bunny. EEEWW FACTOR: They can
house dust mites or other parasites and can
lower the efficiency of dust filters by clogging.
Wikipedia. Text under CC-BY-SA license

Old Canyon Kitty
Old Canyon Kitty changes costume with each season and every holiday. S/he
has become a landmark on Old Canyon, inspiring smiles and, perhaps, making
someone’s day that much better.

Kilroy Was Here
This “whimsy to the max” graffiti (top)
appeared in late summer on a wood fence just
north of Valley Drive. It reminded me of the
“Kilroy Was Here” graffiti (above) that went
viral during World War II, long before viral
was a social media term.
“Kilroy Was Here” is an American symbol
that became popular during World War II.
Its origin is debated, but the phrase and the
distinctive a accompanying doodle became
associated with GIs in the 1940s: a baldheaded man with a prominent nose peeking
over a wall with his fingers clutching the wall.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kilroy_was_
here)
The graffiti can also be found in two
locations at the WWII Memorial in
Washington, DC, intentionally carved
into granite. (Waymark Code: WM4FOR;
Published by Team Farkle)
Most sources and historians think that
the origin of the tag was James J. Kilroy, a
shipyard inspector. He was a riveter paid by
the rivet. Workers marked their rivets with
chalk, and Mr. Kilroy didn’t want anyone
taking his credit so he marked his rivets with
the statement “Kilroy was here.” (https://www.
warhistoryonline.com/war-articles)
According to Charles Panati, “The
outrageousness of the graffiti was not so much
what it said, but where it turned up.” It is not
known if there was an actual person named
Kilroy who inspired the graffiti, although
there have been claims over the years.
If you want to read the many “Legends
of Kilroy Was Here”: kilroywashere.org/001Pages/01-0KilroyLegends.html. n
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THE READABLE FEAST
Dakota The Therapy Dog: Goes to the Airport
By Lara Clear, Illustrated by Katie Watts
Reviewed by Flavia Potenza

A
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Dakota, who proudly displays her first book, is a
real-life therapy dog at Children’s Hospital Los
Angeles. Illustrations by

Dakota waits for her ride to the airport.

What are Goodreads Giveaways?
Goodreads Giveaways are a powerful way
for authors and publishers to promote
their books. Authors can choose between
two packages—Standard ($119) and
Premium ($599)—to promote authors’
books to readers, building more buzz,
driving discovery, and generating early
reviews. Authors can choose to give away
either print books or Kindle ebooks with
each package. Goodreads promotes your
giveaway, drives entries, then randomly
selects winners once the giveaway ends.
Giveaways are featured in the Giveaways
section of Goodreads.com, allowing readers
to discover new books. For answers to
frequently asked questions: https: help.
goodreads.com. n

Above: She even had room to pack
her favorite ball.
Right: Flying was fun to see clouds
whizzing by.

Illustrations by Katie Watts

ctor, producer, and author, Lara Clear
moved to Topanga in August. As she
adapts to her new community, she has
two stories to share, one is personal, that
speaks to overcoming adversity; the other
is the children’s book that arose from
heartbreak.
“Right at the start of lockdown,
on March 16 (after shooting in
New Orleans), I came down with
COVID-19,” she writes. “I got very
sick, tested positive after being at
urgent care, and was out for a good few
weeks. Quarantine followed and during
the lockdown, my downtime and postCOVID haze, I came up with an idea to
create a children’s book series.
“My two-year-old nephew had died
earlier in February, of a rare cancer,” she
says. “I really wanted to create something
to dedicate to him in his honor. My threeyear-old dog, Dakota, and I volunteer as a
pet Therapy team at Children’s Hospital Los
Angeles (CHLA), so it felt like a natural
project to combine my hospital therapy
work with something creative for children.”
The book is dedicated “In Loving
Memory of Jaxon James Preston Watts.”
That is how Dakota became the adorable
subject of “Dakota The Therapy Dog:
Goes to the Airport,” the first in a 10-part
collection that Clear is self-publishing. The
second book in the series, “Dakota The
Therapy Dog: Goes to the Dentist” just
came out. Perfect for babies-to-5-years,
both are available on Amazon ($10.99 at
amazon.com/Dakota-Therapy-Dog-GoesAirport/dp/B08MHZBSHH).
“I endeavor to donate as many copies as
I can on my therapy visits,” Clear says, who
began a Goodreads Giveaway campaign
to help promote the book. “Thank you for
helping me spread the word.”
“Dakota The Therapy Dog Goes to the
Airport” is a story in simple rhyme, of a
charming Bernedoodle (Bernese Mountain
Dog and Poodle mix) certified therapy dog
named Dakota, who goes on an airplane for
her first time. In this series, follow Dakota
on her many journeys where children will
be inspired by Dakota as she overcomes her
fears in doing many of life’s firsts! They learn
the courage, bravery and strength they need
to conquer many of life’s firsts with Dakota
by their side. Dakota Bernedoodle is not only
a super-cute puppy but highly relatable and
inspiring. The book is aesthetically pleasing
and lovely for both adults and children and
is beautifully illustrated by Katie Watts and
has received five-star reviews
A slim volume of about 20 pages,
“Dakota The Therapy Dog Goes to the
Airport” is the premiere of the Dakota
Therapy Dog character. These are perfect
stories for holiday and everyday gifts for
young babies, toddlers, and children up to
five years, to encourage them to be “brave
like Dakota” and overcome fears and
anxieties.
In addition to selling the book, Clear
has a goal that book sales will make

possible to reach. She has been approved to
donate many copies to children at CHLA
and would love to donate to many more
associations and children’s hospitals. “I do
need to sell some to break even to do so. It’s
a great little gift for babies and toddlers for
any occasion,” she says.
The Goodreads Giveaway for
“Dakota The Therapy Dog: Goes
to the Airport,” started on Sunday,
December 20, 2020, and continues
until 11:59 p.m. PT, on Tuesday,
January 19, 2021. She is giving away 50
copies to Goodreads members in U.S.
Enter via the Goodreads Website for a
chance to win a free copy.
Author Lara Clear and therapy dog,
Dakota, are a real Pet Therapy team with
Pet Partners whose therapy teams volunteer
all over L.A., visiting in-person preCOVID-19, but volunteering virtually for
the duration of the virus until it is safe to
visit in person again.

Hansel and Gretel

By Coco Blignaut aka Coco Mary

Reviewed by Flavia Potenza

I

n case you haven’t noticed, much of
the content in this issue verges on
the whimsical.
Coco Blignaut’s latest literary effort
takes whimsy and fantasy to the max
in her third children’s picture book,
“Hansel and Gretel.”
The Beloved Witch, as she is still
known by Topangans, says she is
“proud, exhausted and relieved” to
finally release her new book and
website (darlingchildbooks.com).
Blignaut, who writes under the
nom de plume of Coco Mary, describes
her books as “Modern adapted fairytales and original stories told in lyrical,
poetic language, featuring foreign languages and cultures. The pictures invite
us into magical earthy worlds with real people, elements from nature, and
handmade objets d’art.”
“Hansel and Gretel” is awash in colorful collages, originals designed and
published by the author, that will entertain children with an abundance of visual
food for thought and discovery. I compare the concept, not the execution, with
the Richard Scarry books that my son and I used to read together when he was
little. There was so much detail in the pictures that we would talk as much about
the visual story as we did reading, and learning the words.
Speaking of words, in all her books, Blignaut introduces a foreign
language, in this case, German, seeing as the story of Hansel and Gretel is of
German origin.
The back cover, meant to spark interest, says, “They loved the footpath

behind their house. It led to a surprising place.” And so it will for years to come.
Blignaut’s other books are “My Bantu Blankie,” an original story that takes
place in the 1970s in South Africa, based on a true happening to a six-year-old
tomboy girl who loses her blankie in a traumatizing event; and “Mademoiselle
Puss in Provence,” a modernized fresh retelling of the original fairytale by Charles
Perrault with references to the culture of Provence and the French language.
Available in print and ebook at darlingchildbooks.com,$8-$13. n

Jennifer deSpain,
CPA, CFP®

Business/Personal Tax &
Financial Services
Tel. 818.883.4800

$5000

REWARD
Information is valuable!
Topanga business owner & investor will pay a minimum of
$5000 for information that leads to the purchase of any unlisted
“fixer” property or buildable land in the 90290 zip code. Will also
consider partnerships with home or property owners.

310.351.3060

Photo by Miriam Geer.

(GUARANTEED)

CanyonOakFinancial .com
December 24 • Vol. 1 No. 14

13

14

December 24 • Vol. 1 No. 14

Lifestyle
That Was the Year That Was…the Worst
By Joel Bellman

In 2020, Americans have reaped
what they sowed in the 2016
presidential election.

“I

f 2020 was…” a Google search term,
it already has more than 20.7 billion
entries. Memes have compared it to everything
from a barbed-wire hula hoop to a murderhornet piñata. Here’s a look back at the kind
of year Queen Elizabeth once called an annus
horribilis, “not a year on which I shall look
back with undiluted pleasure.”
In January, things were looking up for
me as Donald Trump became only the third
American president to be impeached for his
efforts to blackmail the president of Ukraine
into helping smear his most-feared opponent,
Joe Biden. Nobody expected the Senate to
actually convict and expel him, but I hoped at
least that it might chasten Trump enough to
discourage future mischief. But Ralph Waldo
Emerson was right: “When you strike at a king,
you must kill him,” as King Donald gleefully
tweeted after the Senate slammed through his
acquittal without evidence or witnesses in early
February. Far from being humbled, as I hoped,
the proceedings only emboldened Trump to
new extremes of recklessness.
On the campaign front, as the year opened,
I had also been buoyed by the prospect of an
inspiring Democratic candidacy that would
land a crushing blow to Trump’s Reign of Terror.
After his acquittal, however, Trump fueled the
media narrative of his own invincibility, as the
crowded Dem field seemed to be stumbling
out of the starting gate. Had they failed to learn
the lessons of history and doomed to repeat it?
I began to feel a rising panic that 2020 could
become the “Groundhog Day” of presidential
campaigns. But, here, can I get an “Amen!”
for Rep. Jim Clyburn (D-S.C.)? It was the
House majority whip’s crucial endorsement
in February, just ahead of his state’s primary
jump-started the stalled Biden campaign
and powered the Super Tuesday sweep that
virtually cleared the field and propelled Biden
into the nomination.
Just as the Democrats were getting it
together, the nation’s health and prosperity
were rapidly coming apart. The coronavirus
epidemic that had quietly simmered since late
December finally boiled over, and officials
across the country, imposed closures and
lockdowns as the World Health Organization
officially declared a global pandemic.
Governments hit the brakes, and the world
economy screeched to a halt.
Trump, meanwhile, had gone from coverup,
denial, lies, and disinformation to full-on
revenge. He attacked Democratic governors
and mayors, refused blue-state assistance,
flouted public health protocols, dispensed
nonsensical advice promoting ineffective
remedies like hydroxycholoroquine or lethal
quack cures like injecting bleach, and openly
incited violence and insurrection against
elected officials simply trying to protect their
constituents.
We began panic-buying cleaning supplies.
Physical and social isolation at home induced
anxiety, insomnia and depression; as schools
closed and kids were confined to online
learning at home, family ties began to fray.

Illustration: Hermann Mejia, Mad Magazine

Both routine work meetings and the most
important life events were equally flattened
into the bleak sterility of Zoom calls. One
friend had to postpone her wedding; a cousin
canceled her bat mitzvah, another her college
graduation party; two of my friends lost
their husbands, and one his father; I joined
other online mourners at their “Zoomerals.”
Economic insecurity has laid its cold hand on
more friends than I can count.
At the end of May came the shocking
murder of George Floyd, and the nearly nineminute bystander video of a Black man slowly
killed in broad daylight by a white police officer
forced a racial reckoning that we haven’t seen
since the Rodney King riots of 1992.
As local and state elected officials grappled
with civil unrest on top of economic collapse
on top of global pandemic, Trump saw his reelection prospects slipping away. But instead
of addressing racial issues with sensitivity
and compassion, he reverted to apocalyptic
fear mongering and incitements to violence.
His campaign strategy relied on groundless
personal attacks on his opponent, accompanied
by a sustained effort to suppress the vote by
impugning the integrity of mail-in voting
and defunding the post office, while complicit
Republican local election officials tried to
hinder in-person voting by limiting polling
places and imposing onerous ID requirements.
In September, tragically, we lost Supreme
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg to cancer,
and Senate Republicans saw fit to “honor her
legacy” with a stunningly hypocritical, yet
entirely predictable power play—jamming
through a far-right successor only days ahead
of the election, after stalling for nearly nine
months and ultimately denying Obama his

2016 court appointment to succeed Justice
Antonin Scalia.
Incensed by Trump’s brazen attempts to
steal the election, I volunteered for the first
time as a Los Angeles County poll worker for
the five days leading up to Election Day. My
co-workers and our voters showed me the very
best side of American democracy, and Biden’s
victory by week’s end helped vindicate my
wavering faith in the system.
Nobody expected Trump to concede
gracefully. But few could have anticipated his
month-long scorched earth campaign against
the election results, with its wild conspiracy
theories, baseless charges of fraud, slanderous
attacks on election officials, and dozens of futile
lawsuits. And in the most monumental grift of
his career yet, since the election he has raised
more than $207.5 million from his followers—
with most of it earmarked not for battling
imaginary vote fraud, but for underwriting his
own political activities and lifestyle.
Even now, the Electoral College has voted
and officially sealed the election results and it
remains only for Congress to formally accept
the results, an outcome not in doubt. Batches
of the Pfizer coronavirus vaccine are rapidly
making their way to the highest priority
recipients, and the FDA is poised to approve
a second vaccine from Moderna. William
Barr, Trump’s principal enabler and the most
dangerous attorney general since the Nixon
administration’s John Mitchell was sent to
prison as a convicted felon, has resigned.
Yet more than 300,000 Americans are dead
of COVID-19 as worried health officials watch
their available ICU beds dwindle close to zero.
If 2020 were a bouquet, it would be corpse
flowers. n
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2020 Year-End Reflections
By Jean Colonomos
5/29/20
“Playtime Bewitches the Day”
I vacuum to the Beatles’ “White Album”
swagger my hips
while rub-a-dubbing with the Dirt Devil,
firing up the fantasy how
the vacuum will swallow every living, non-living thing,
then sound swish “Covid-19 is dead.”
When my three grandchildren FaceTime from their Chicago
basement, I social distance from my machine. This kid coven
of three, who parent distance themselves, decide to play all day
unsupervised; however, lunch and dinner is room service. When
William says that after four-year-old Maddie naps, he’ll surprise his
older sister by choosing a costume for his big sister to wear. Maddie
crawls into Izzy’s lap for a hug so we hang up.
On this patent leather day,
I vacuum the alphabet sown with sorrow.
Later, William chooses a costume that no longer fits his
sister, a disguise Izzy’s long outgrown. How their fluttering wings of
growth keep me going.

5/30/20
“Stop-Time”
A scrub blue jay captures me,
picks up, drops,
tests more dry pine needles
wondering “would that work for the nest?”
In the new sheltering, slo-mo time,
I skip drying dishes to watch the bird
discard what it examines.
The bird streaks across the garden,
coloring it in dusky blue.
I hunt for my animal spirit book which translates
animal spirits into messages. I glom onto a Covid-19
idea from “Animal Speak” on a May day in 2020:
The blue jay reflects that a time of greater resourcefulness and
adaptability is

about to unfold.*						

* “ANIMAL-SPEAK, The Spiritual & Magical Powers of
Creatures Great & Small,” Ted Andrews.

BE PREPARED FOR EMERGENCIES!

GET YOUR ANNUAL TOPANGA ACCESS CARD

Disasters happen year round. Get your Annual Topanga Resident Access Card as part of your
family’s emergency preparedness plan to expedite entry into the canyon after an evacuation.

Access Card is More Effective Than Other Forms of ID:

To Get Your Card:

g Gives Access to Children, Elderly and Disabled Adults:
Unlike other forms of ID, non-driving children, elderly and
disabled adults with an Access Card will be able to enter the
canyon with a non-resident driver.

g Renewing Cardholders who have NOT moved:
If you haven’t moved, your entire renewal process can be done online!
NOTE: A new photo is not needed unless requested by the Town Council.

g Expedites Entry by Zone for all Residents:
The Access Card displays your Zone Number which will expedite
entry only when CHP and Sheriff’s Department deem it safe.
g Has Vital Emergency Contact Information at Your Fingertips:
Important numbers are printed on the backside to aid in emergencies.
g Special Caregiver Access Cards:
For those residents who have a medical condition requiring
special assistance during a disaster or evacuation, email
contact@topangatowncouncil.org or call 310-455-3001 ext. 0.

g Renewing Cardholders who have moved:
Register and pay online, or download form from website and
mail with proof of your Topanga address (copy of utility bill,
bank or mortgage statement, driver’s license or lease
agreement with your name on it), plus a check to:
Topanga Town Council, P.O. Box 1085, Topanga, CA 90290
g First-Time Applicants:
For those who have never had an Access Card, go to
TopangaTownCouncil.org to appy and get program information.

Plus: Show your card and gain special access to Topanga deals and events. Visit the “Access Topanga” Page on OneTopanga.com for the latest Access Topanga offers!

GET YOUR
FAMILY’S 2021
ACCESS CARDS
TODAY!
This year’s Access Card honors local
elementary school science teacher,
Alisa Land Hill, for her amazing work
with the students in repopulating the
monarch butterfly, whose numbers are
decreasing in our area.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT TOPANGATOWNCOUNCIL.ORG
The Topanga Resident Access Cards is a Program of the Topanga Town Council. Per request of the CHP and Sheriff, no one will be allowed access into the canyon during an ordered evacuation
unless officers deem it safe. Access cards are purchased on a yearly basis at which point the Topanga Town Council must verify each cardholder’s Topanga residence. Adults must update their photo
every 7 years. Children 16 years or younger must update their photo every 2 years. Topanga Town Council respects your privacy and will not disclose your personal information without prior consent.
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education
Courtesy of Topanga Elementary Charter School

Topanga Elementary today where the property offers a 360-degree view and students learn to nurture nature on eight acres that also include undeveloped
land and butterfly gardens.

Building a House
By Amy Weisberg, M.Ed.

T

opanga Elementary Charter
School became part of the Los
Angeles Unified School District in
1962, when it made some changes
to conform with the larger district,
but the brick buildings and its
natural location on eight acres of
land adjacent to the Santa Monica
Mountains, makes it unique in the
district.
The buildings themselves speak
to me of how education is much
like building a house that is meant
to last. First, you grade the land
(early education) upon which the
foundation (middle school) will
sit, then the walls (high school) go
up to support the roof (college and
beyond), and lifelong learning.
Reading the origins of education
in Topanga in “The Topanga Story”
(Expanded Third Edition) by the
Topanga Historical Society, I am
fascinated with the determination of
early Topanga families to ensure that
their children received an education
in Topanga where they lived.
Beginning with a one-room
schoolhouse and expanding over
the years to the Topanga School (the
building where Froggy’s now sits
dormant), and finally to its own site
on Topanga School Road, the story
is one of ingenuity, perseverance,
and community. “The local Topanga
School District may have been
poor in material resources, but it
was wealthy in human resources,”
I learned. The school included a
cafeteria with freshly prepared food
overseen by Molly Human, assisted
by PTA member volunteers, fifth
and sixth graders, and the 25-cent
meals that were subsidized for those
who could not afford the cost.
Always
forward
thinking
and inclusive, the community of
Topanga established a well-baby
clinic in the old schoolhouse.
It was used widely by many in
the community, especially those
without access to medical care. This
early health care screening often
uncovered problems that were then
corrected when pediatricians and
a local dentist who volunteered
weekly, provided follow-up care.
GRADING
The first five years of a child’s life are
undeniably important. These years are

What is now a dormant Froggy’s restaurant was once Old Topanga Elementary
School (circa 1925). Retrieved from LA County Library, Topanga Digital History

the grading before the construction
of a child’s education can begin. They
have the ability to level the base and
having the support for parents and
quality early childhood programs
is instrumental in providing a base
for young children. In Topanga, we
are fortunate to have both, allowing
strong bonds to be formed through
groups of parents who meet in
baby groups and stay friends for
a lifetime. Children form bonds,
too, as they begin to socialize with
their preschool friends. Education
is a process that begins at birth and
continues throughout our lives.
FOUNDATION
Children of four and five are ready
to build the foundation that will
support their education. This
is the time to expose them to a
well-rounded variety of subjects,
learning styles and experiences.
Children learn how to learn,
alone, in groups, in structured
and unstructured settings, and
it is necessary for children to have
learning experiences that provide
options for future learning settings.
When children are young, it takes
adjusting to go from being at home,
or in a small preschool setting to a
larger classroom and a bigger school
where they meet and interact with
older children. In order to build a
strong foundation, children must be
given the opportunity to challenge
themselves, to experience teachers
with different teaching styles and
to experience different curricular
areas. A child’s educational
foundation is built by many
teachers. Academic, art, dance,
athletics, theater, music, and for
some, religious teachers. Children
learn from all kinds of teachers:

warm and nurturing, strict and
caring, compassionate and giving,
those who are experts in their
fields, and novice teachers filled
with enthusiasm. Children also
learn the lessons of sharing, giving,
negotiating, and compromising
from their classmates. The
foundation of education must be
level, solid, and unshakable.
WALLS
The walls go up to serve as supports,
meant to last a lifetime, so they have
to be straight and secure. We can
think of these as the continuing spiral
curriculum that education is made
of. What at first seems repetitious,
is not just learning but delving into
subjects and complexity as children
mature and are able to build on the
foundation of prior knowledge.
As subjects are revisited, children
are given greater responsibilities
for their own knowledge, begin to
research topics and form their own
opinions. The walls of this education
house hold the learning inside, with
windows and doors installed to open
up and allow new learning to enter
as well as to let out the old ideas no
longer needed or believed in.
ROOF
The roof of the house is the
structural finale achieved through
extended education whether that
is higher education or training
in a trade, the arts, or sports.
Students can pursue it because
of the strong foundation holding
up the walls of their education.
When the roof is settled on top of
their structure, the integrity of the
house is complete and the valuable
items inside are protected. The
interior—the knowledge gained

and experiences students have
along their educational journey—
begin with an environment set up
by adults, parents or caregivers. As
children grow up, they begin to add
meaningful keepsakes, ideas, and
beliefs to their own educational
interior and their ability to do this
is based on a level base, a strong
foundation, strong walls, and a
secure roof on their education.
We have witnessed the children
in Topanga, babies and toddlers,
growing into young children,
beginning their education in
local preschools and coming to
Topanga Elementary to begin more
formal education by building a
solid foundation secured with the
traditional academics of language
arts and math integrated with science
and social studies.
The visual arts, music, theater,
and dance personalize the learning
experience and open doors for some
to a creative path. For some children,
language arts leads to writing, and
reading becomes a pleasure and
a way for further exploration. As
children learn about their world,
they take more notice of nature,
develop a curiosity about animals
and the parts of our world that lie
beyond their daily world.
Having the foundational skills
of reading, writing, and math allow
them to ask questions and extend
their learning. Learning to face
challenges and with hard work and
assertiveness, asking for the help
and support you need, are life skills
that children can develop and take
with them as they grow.
Once the foundation is set, the
possibilities are endless and it all
starts in modest brick buildings
that are Topanga Elementary
Charter School. We look forward
to returning to our beloved school,
our school family filled with
children eager to play and engage
in hands-on learning. While we are
proud of the distance learning we
are providing and the progress the
children are making, we know that
being in a physical space together
is the optimal way to learn. We
can’t wait to continue laying the
foundation for our students in
person, and seeing their excited,
smiling faces on that first back-toschool day. It will be the best day in
a long time. n
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All things connected

By Paula LaBrot

felt overwhelmed at times by the speed at
which things are changing now.
To move into a new age requires
transcendence. In the Free Dictionary,
transcendence is defined as “lying beyond
the ordinary range of perception” and,
according to Kant, beyond the limits of
experience. It means rising above. It is
this last part of the definition I most look
forward to in a new age, if it is indeed the
Coming of the Age of Aquarius model in
the lyrics from Hair.

O

n Dec. 21, the time of the winter
solstice and the shortest daylight
hours of the year when the hours of
daylight and darkness are equal, you will
have seen what looks like a very bright star
in the night sky. The two largest planets in
our solar system, Jupiter and Saturn, have
come closer to each other than they have
been since the Middle Ages. March 4,
1226, to be exact. Jupiter and Saturn come
into alignment every 20 years or so, but
the phenomenon mentioned here, seen
Harmony and understanding
between Dec.16 and Dec. 25, will not be
Sympathy and trust abounding
repeated until 2080
No more falsehoods or derisions
The magnitude of brightness is the
Golden living dreams of visions
result of a conjunction of Jupiter and
Mystic crystal revelation
Saturn, an alignment of the two planets
And the mind’s true liberation
as seen from Earth. In other words, one
Aquarius! Aquarius!
looks to be exactly in front of the other,
giving the appearance of one giant star.
In the song, Jupiter is aligned with
Joe Rao, writing for Space.com, reports,
Mars. This winter solstice, Jupiter is
“Most of the time, when Jupiter overtakes
in conjunction with Saturn. In New
Saturn, they usually are separated by
Age-speak, Saturn is involved in the
more than a degree. But come Dec. 21,
karmic consequences of how we have
they will be separated by just about onebeen behaving. Jupiter is an invitation
tenth of a degree or 6.1 arc minutes.
to hope and possibilities. It begs the
To gauge how close that is, on the next
question of where we are going. Will
Poster from Broadway musical, Hair
clear night, check out Mizar, the middle
the future be driven by the rule of our
star in the handle of the Big Dipper. A
lower selves? Or will the soul rule. Can
fainter star, Alcor, is positioned only 11.8 arc minutes away (the ability to
we be the spiritual architects of a new awakening in humanity?
perceive the separation of these two stars, was once considered a test of
New age or not, there is no doubt that changes are coming fast,
good vision). Jupiter and Saturn, however, will approach to within about
driven not by a cataclysmic event (yet) but by creative ingenuity that is
half that distance! That’s just 0.102 degrees.”
absorbing the entire web of life, and much like the journey of original
Many “New Age” thinkers believe this extraordinary conjunction is
DNA, ripping the web of life apart to create a new world vision. It’s scary.
the actual beginning of The Age of Aquarius. A new age is the dawning
It’s exhilarating. There is destruction. There is growth. It’s a wild ride. Will
of a new way of thinking, totally alien to the previous age. Imagine
it be a journey down the rabbit hole of self-centeredness and greed that
going to a culture that is so different from yours that there are things in
leads to a divided world? Or will a path of loving kindness emerge, a
it that literally cannot be translated into things you can understand. It’s
pathway to right human relations and right relations with the Earth?
not a modification of the status quo; it’s such a sea change that the new
During this conjunction of the planets, one thing is for sure. You will
paradigms cannot even translate to what came before.
have seen a beautiful light in the sky. When I see it, I will say this prayer:
Once, the world had no flowers, just plants, then there were flowers.
Once the world was dominated by reptiles, then there were mammals.
Let the light descend on Earth
Once there were just single cell organisms, then there were humans (and
Let love stream forth into human hearts,
a lot of stuff in between). All this is the result of DNA, alive 400 million
Let purpose guide all little human wills,
years ago, that continuously ripped itself apart and rearranged itself in an
Let the plan of love and light work out
unbroken chain of survival. It’s breathtaking.
And seal the door where evil dwells.
The end of one age may be caused by a massive extinction event that
creates a void that new life forms fill. One age may give way to another
Wishing you all a Beautiful and Merry Christmas and Love-filled Happy
by creative inventions that completely change life as it has been known.
Holidays. Namaste!
One thing for sure, the time between epics is getting shorter on the
Vamos a ver! And thank you to Ben LaBrot for helping me with this
evolutionary timeline. I doubt there is anyone reading this who has not
article. oxox
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Topanga Christian Fellowship

“The Little Church That Could”

Barbara Allen E.A.
310-455-2375

riklin@barbaraalleneataxservices.com

Tax Preparation & Audit Representation
310-455-1048

For Individuals, Small Businesses,

Estates, Trusts and Tax-Exempt Entities
www.barbaraalleneataxservices.com
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topangachristianfellowship.org
269 Old Topanga Canyon

•

Topanga, CA 90290

Pritchett-Rapf Realtors
TOPANGA

Offices in Malibu & Topanga
(310) 455-4363

PRTopanga.com

Call for more information!

Saddle Peak Road

Listed by William Preston Bowling

•

-

(310) 428-5085

4 Bed | 3 Bath
Listed at $3,500,000

Ocean views and city lights surround this spacious craftsman architectural. Enjoy your 2.55 acre estate situated on a secluded
knoll that blends into large sandstone rock formations. Enter this 4 bedroom, 3 bath home with custom high vaulted wood
ceilings from your private road/driveway/motorcourt. Built in the year 2000, this 3360 square foot estate features formal
entry with expansive hallways for hanging art/photography. Tasteful distances between bedrooms and eagle’s nest office
suite (private entrance) with views from every window. Entertaining from massive decks watching fireworks on summer
nights to sunsets and city lights, welcome to your forever home.

Hodgson Circle Drive
4 Bed |5 Bath
Chryssa Lightheart - (310) 663-3696

$1,499,000

Exciting palatial Spanish-styled home with spellbinding views from
every room. Extraordinary views over Old Topanga. Open floor plan.
Frosted bedroom doors to allow sunlight in the hallway. Fresh paint
inside and out. Newly planted garden.

Hillside Drive
3 Bed | 2 Bath
Chryssa Lightheart - (310) 663-3696

$1,165,000

A magical Topanga setting with stunning views on 1.3 acres. A private
knoll top is perfect for picnics or meditations. Large flat garden area,
10 fruit bearing trees, Oaks and others. A 500sf brick patio, perfect for
entertaining. Enough flat land for potential addition.

Vacant Land
IN ESCROW

GATED HORSE PROPERTY WITH PANORAMIC VIEWS
Corsham Road
$999,000
9.94 acres
William Preston Bowling

AMAZING TOPANGA CYN DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY
Callon Drive
$395,000
0.44 acres
William Preston Bowling

2-LOT OPPORTUNITY WITH BEAUTIFUL VIEWS
Vesey Road
$85,000
0.49 acre
Christine Kapetan

(310) 428-5085

(310) 428-5085

(310) 804-8336

LOCAL & GLOBAL

Pritchett-Rapf Realtors

CalBRE 00528707

