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SOME OF THE WRIGHT WAY TEAM
DECEMBER SALES AND ESCROWS

The Hillside Retreat | Sold
21420 Hillside Drive | Topanga
$3,850,000

Colina Classic | Sold
21344 Colina Drive | Topanga
$2,902,623

Catalina Views | Sold
21311 Colina Drive | Topanga
$2,150,000

Tennis Estate | In Escrow
2436 North Topanga Boulevard | Topanga
$2,395,000

INTERESTED IN LEARNING HOW COMPASS CAN DELIVER A BESPOKE, WHITE GLOVE,
SMOOTH, SAFE, AND SUCCESSFUL TOP DOLLAR SALE OF YOUR HOME?
CALL THE WRIGHT WAY TEAM TODAY. WE LOOK FORWARD TO BEING OF SERVICE.

@thewrightwayteam
2020 TOP SELLING COMPASS TOPANGA AGENTS. PASSIONATE LOCAL AGENTS. UNPARALLELED MARKETING
REACH. INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY. RESULTS DELIVERED. AN EXPERIENCE LIKE NO OTHER.

Adrian Wright

Jordan Wright

818.939.6415
adrian.wright@compass.com
DRE 00935559

818.746.6987
jordanwright@compass.com
DRE 01952694

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01991628. All material

This Page is Sponsored by an Act of Love
A subscriber requested that the Chronicle staff collect our own and other residents’ experiences and observations of acts of love to counteract
the national negativity that dominates our world at the moment as we wait for a vaccine, recover from an insurrection on our Capitol Building

Shared on Nextdoor

Aurora and Dorian Behrman with their beloved
chickens, Sunshine and Suzie Acorn.
—The Behrman family

Our one-year-old chocolate lab,
Boston, broke through our gate and
ran away yesterday. My kids were
heartbroken. He didn’t have his collar
with his name tag, so I figured that was
that. One of my 10-year old twins was
crying so much I told him I’d take him
for a drive and look. I knew it was futile,
but I felt so sorry for him, we went
out. As soon as we turned our corner a
white SUV was heading in the opposite
direction. And, God only knows why, we
both stopped. And would you believe
it? Boston was in his car. Thank God
for Mark Lyons who was out looking for
Boston’s Owner. Wow!!! My twin was on
his cell calling his brother in a flash.
Telling him about the miracle.
(Photo is Boston’s stand-in retrieved
from bing.com/images)
—Jonas McCord, Woodland Hills

Food delivery service in Panamanian
archipelago.

Compassion Comes Easy to this Kid

When a Med-Evac helicopter landed in
Bonnell Park on Sunday, January 17, all the
kids were given a Junior Firefighter sticker
from the Station 69 fire captain. When
Fletcher Simard, age 5, received his, he
immediately asked the captain for another
for his friend, Alden (3), who was not there
at the time.
—Jane Hammond (Grammy)

Wearing a Mask is an Act of Love

Underwater denizens come up for air

The Changing Tide
The King Tide in December offered a glimpse
into the undersea world that is often obscured.
We generally look at the surface of the ocean,
the smooth water, the rolling waves, and the
crashing surf, but rarely get to see the marvelous
sea creatures that live below. We are living in a
tumultuous world now, but when the crashing
waves are pulled back by the gravitational pull of
the sun, and the gravitational pull of the moon, the
tide of our world cannot help but be influenced. I
know there is beauty and wonder yet to be found.
—By Amy Weisberg

“Now something so sad has hold of us that
the breath leaves and we can’t even cry.”
—Charles Bukowski
“Yes, we are suffering the loneliness and
despair of distancing ourselves from loved
ones in the time of COVID-19. We Homo
Sapiens have always huddled around
the fire for food, survival, warmth, and
affection. Getting close is what we do—it’s
how we hug, kiss, and share stories.
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Sustainable Relief
Floating Doctors takes medical relief to remote
people accessible only by boat. FD practices
sustainable relief, not drop and go relief, so we
visit our communities once a month, bringing
medications, soap, vitamins, treatments, etc.
Our team has been consistent even through
the pandemic. Starting in April, to our horror,
we found whole communities starving. Weight
losses between visits were frightening. There
was no work, so no money, no food. Through
our network of supporters, themselves deeply
affected by the virus, we have delivered over
540,000 meals to the 24 remote communities
we serve along with the medical supplies.
Floating Doctors is the “Little NGO that Could”
because of donations by people who were able
to send ripples of hope and health to these
faraway island people between Panama and
Columbia. How generous people are…. How
good people are. floatingdoctors.com
—Dr. Ben LaBrot, Founder

Act of Love and Kindness

Still Finding Joy
Through Art in a
New World

Loving Topanga sky in the morning.

—Jean Colonomos

City Hearts: Kids Say
Yes to the Arts celebrated the 36th anniversary of its first
class. On January 18,
1985, founder Sherry
Jason taught Ballet
to an excited group of
young children eager
to learn more. While
City Hearts has expanded through the years, providing multiple Arts programming to children
living in the most economically stressed neighborhoods of Southern California, our Mission
has remained the same. We are still dedicated to bringing the highest quality Arts education
to the most at-risk children in Los Angeles to enhance their creativity, self-esteem, social
skills, and academic engagement.

The daughter of my 99-year-old mother’s
caretaker, Jessica, was walking by a
yard and saw a woman roughly hosing
down a very young puppy, who had an
eye swollen shut. Jessica is a student
on scholarship to Mt. St. Mary’s. Her
mother works very hard to provide for
the family. Money is tight these days.
Somehow, Jessica found the $500 the
woman demanded for the puppy and
took it home. She paid for vet bills,
nursed the injured puppy back to health,
who is permanently blind in one eye and
suffused that little soul with love. When
you are an animal rescuer and you reach
age 75 and realize you can’t help as
much as you used to, it means the world
to see the young “Caretakers of Wonder”
coming up behind you… the ones who
“put the fruit back on the trees.”
How generous people are… How good
people are.
—Paula LaBrot
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Hate and Hope
I

t seems that the best and worst of America, is right here, in our face, so close we can’t turn away from
staring at the carnage. If your equilibrium feels a bit shaky right now, it’s not without good reason.
HATE We received a call from a resident (who asked not to be named), who shared a chilling
account of being assaulted by loiterers who hang out near the entrance to the Topanga Creek General
Store. On October 8, 2020, one of them was ready for a fight should anyone suggest he wear a mask,
as happened with the resident. He told the Canyon Chronicle that he was followed into the store
to complain that he was being threatened, when the man came up behind him and put him in a
headlock. Three other men, who were already in the store, beat him and tried to drag him out of the
store, ostensibly to “beat the s—t out of him.” The victim resisted and said that Simon broke up the
melee and the men left. The victim walked away with bruises and a mild concussion, later confirmed
by his doctor.
HOPE We suggested he bring the incident to the attention of the Lost Hills Sheriff ’s deputy
at the January Town Council meeting, which he did. The Town Council is following up with Lost
Hills Sheriff who is investigating the incident further. We are reporting it here because it happened
and people looked the other way while a man was beaten in front of them. It is the responsibility
of the store to protect its customers and seek solutions that will ensure public safety. The Topanga
community can surely support them in that effort and so will we.
HATE Almost three weeks ago, we experienced the insurrection at the Capitol Building in
Washington, DC, instigated by a sitting president, who may never be held accountable. I don’t think
I’ve ever hated anyone so much as Donald Trump. Four years is a long time to carry that burden and I
still can’t find forgiveness.
HOPE Finally, Joe Biden is President Joe Biden, with Vice President Kamala Harris at his side.
As usual, the Republicans have left a mess for the Democrats to clean up. Thank goodness, our new
president has lined up a dynamic cabinet of people who know the importance of governing and how
to do it.
HATE It took 40 years or so for the Republicans to get to the logical conclusion that is Trump and
his dream of being “President for Life.” Is that really what they want? Power is an irresistible seductress
and she’ll turn on you in a second. That’s what happens when the most important goal on your
political platform is to win, at any cost.
HOPE “The price of peace is eternal vigiliance” is a quote that comes to mind. It’s attributed to
Leonard Henry Courtney, 1st Baron Courtney (July 6, 1832-May 11, 1918), a British politician. The full
quote is worth putting in context because it has to do with absolute power: “There is an imperialism

that deserves all honor and respect—an imperialism of service in the discharge of great
duties. But with too many it is the sense of domination and aggrandisement, the glorification
of power. The price of peace is eternal vigilance.” (From “The Life of Lord Courtney (1920)
by G. P. Gooch) I have a feeling we’ll all be hypervigilant for a long time. Courtney was also
known to have made the first published reference to the phrase, also relevant to today: “Lies—

damned lies—and statistics” in 1895. He later became president of the Royal Statistical Society.
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Fiery red sunrise over the San Gabriel Mountains
and San Jacinto Peak from Strawberry Peak
(6,165’) January 3, 2021. There was also a ring
around the moon before the red sunrise that
morning—two omens of rain. Photo by Eric
Fitzgerald.
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(wikiquote.org)
The beauty of hope is that when it manifests, it heals, or at least lightens the heart. We have
an example in this issue (page 3). A reader, who wishes to be anonymous, wanted to sponsor
a full page with examples of “acts of love. “For me,” she wrote, “Love is that secret agent
inhabiting all of us…the 007 enabling and urging us to acts of patience and passion and pathos.
We want to gobsmack people and renew their hope and courage in each other and the world.”
Last weekend, Bonnell Drive wasn’t the sleepy little neighborhood it usually is, what
with a rescue helicopter landing in the park. While we the victim well, one good thing about
a helicopter landing and taking off in the park was that it cleared the ankle-deep sycamore
leaves. Of course, the street and neighbors’ yards have yet to be raked.
In this issue: Artist/sculptor Megan Rice is back in the game with a mini-exhibit of drawings
and sculptures showing how she coped with the COVID-19 shutdown (pages 10-11). The arts
are alive (page 12) with a new song and video by Billy Joseph and his Army of Love; a Zoom
performance of Morocco by Topanga Actors Company; and Topanga Gallery’s current show,
“New Year, New Dreams,” that goes through January 31. Eric Fitzgerald’s “Rain Report”
(page 13) adds the science behind ancient adages to his musings about whether the drought has
returned. Finally, Joel Bellman adds his take on the January 6 Capitol Siege with a look back at
the 1993 bombing of New York’s World Trade Center and its relevance to today.

Letters
‘If Common Sense were so common, more people would use it’
I have lived in Topanga for 51 years.
I grew up here in a family of six kids.
We all went to Topanga Elementary
School and my three children have
also attended there; my youngest is
in third grade.
People have often asked me,
“What was Topanga like growing up
so many years ago?” My response is
quite simple. It was a beautiful place
to grow up. Houses were affordable.
My parents rented a two-bedroom
house on two acres for $100 a month.
Traffic through the Canyon was light.
Kids roamed the hills to connect with
each other. You would recognize your
neighbors and friends, waving, and
honking when passing. The weather
was predictable, with winter-time
cold, rain, and icy puddles, high
heat in the summer. There were
fires, floods, mud slides, and coyotes
howling. There were clear starry
nights when we slept summer nights
outside together.
There was a diverse community of
people living in the hills of Topanga.
Us, hippies, teachers, librarians,
probation officers, architects, redneck ranchers, bikers, actors,
musicians, construction workers,
poets, and rich and poor artists.
Most important were friends: a
community of friends who rode the
school bus (there used to be a bus to
Topanga Elementary) and did what
kids do, and a community of friends,
families, and neighbors, who bonded
together during fires and floods.
The events of recent days made
me realize how lucky we were to

Photo courtesy of Andrews family

Friends and family gathered at the Robinson Road house to celebrate Dorian’s birthday in 1973. (l-r), Matt Doolin, Stevie Lamar,
Chris Andrews, me, Matt Andrews, Serena Andrews, and Paul Doolin.

experience a Golden Age.
Today, it is the division of our
communities promoted across the
nation by the internet, cell phones,
and social media that is destroying
future generations. When we were
kids, we had to make our own fun—
bikes, skateboards, hiking, go carts,
sports, gardening, and we created
things for entertainment, art, and fun.
Nowadays, kids mostly create
through handheld devices, iPads and
laptops. The creative young mind no
longer has to make his or her fun with

friends. Now there is a disconnect
in human contact and creation.
Today, some of those friends have
been divided by the brainwashed
rhetoric of a deranged leader (kid
trump). Kids need to be open to new
experiences, not divided by a lying,
holocaust-promoting fascist.
It amazes me to think that
common sense is not so common.
If you can understand a simple
concept, like one plus one, then you
can understand reality. Let’s not
destroy and divide this beautiful

country of free kids. Our founding
fathers created great ideals and laws
to protect the citizens and youth in
this country, then, now, and forever.
You can make a difference by
using common sense. No matter
your political affiliation, let’s have a
conversation about what is best for
future generations.
Never believe anything you hear
without finding the true facts. This is
common sense.
—Damian Andrews, An imperfect
citizen

Santa and His Missus made the Cover of the Palisadian-Post
On the job! Ho, Ho, Ho! It
was a lot of work! The
Beleaguered Santa’s beard
kept falling off, it got cold
and we hadn’t brought a
thermos. No rock and roll
music! However, we waved
to children in passing
cars and they waved back!
We wave to you as well.
Sending all the magical
greetings of the season into
and throughout the New
Year. Photo courtesy of the
Palisadian Post.
—Santa and the Missus
(aka Kathie Gibboney &
Michael Anapol)
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News

Photo by Flavia Potenza

The victim of the shooter escaped to Bonnell Park, about a quarter mile away from the scene of the incident and was evacuated by this LA County Fire helicopter
that landed in Bonnell Park. Station 69 firefighters and EMTs also responded, administered aid, and moved the victim to the helicopter.

Old Canyon Shooter Remains in Custody
By Chronicle Staff
Sheriff ’s Deputies responded to
an assault with a deadly weapon
call at the 2100 block of Old
Topanga Canyon Rd., Topanga,
on Saturday, Jan. 16.
“We received the first call
about 2:45 p.m. and the gunshot

victim was transported to the
hospital,” said Lt. Evans of the
Lost Hills Sheriff ’s Station. “His
friend is in custody.” Watch
Commander Lt. Evans added
that the conflict was an argument
between friends that resulted in a
non-fatal shooting.
In a follow-up conversation

with
Watch
Commander
Lt. Carrillo, he said, “We
can confirm there was one
male victim that went to the
hospital via L.A. County Fire
helicopter.”
Witnesses said the victim,
a male, was transported via
L.A. County Fire helicopter

from Bonnell Park. During the
incident, Old Canyon swarmed
with Sheriffs’ vehicles while a
helicopter circled overhead.
“The suspect was detained
around 4:45 p.m.” Lt. Evans
said. “He came out on his own
and there is no threat to the
community.”

LACoFD Sees Sharp Decline of Internal Covid-19 Cases

The Los Angeles County Fire
Department
(LACoFD)
has
experienced a drastic decline in
the test positivity rate and number
of individuals out sick with
COVID-19 within its workforce
“With a nearly 75 percent
acceptance rate in our Department,
the COVID-19 vaccine is allowing
us to keep our first responders on
track to stay as healthy as possible
during these most challenging
times of the pandemic,” said Fire
Chief Daryl L. Osby.
“With the second dose of the
vaccine now being given to our
team members, this will provide
another layer of protection and
allow us to continue to seamlessly
provide the highest level of care to
our patients.”
The LACoFD’s Emergency
Medical
Services
Bureau
coordinated its first vaccination
clinics Countywide in late
December 2020, administering
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more than 3,000 vaccines to
team members. At the time,
the Department was reporting
COVID-19 test positivity rates

equivalent to that of the County’s
rate of 18 percent. In the weeks
since the first vaccination clinics,
the Department has steadily

reported and documented steep
declines in its COVID-19 test
positivity rates from its highest
weekly average of 18 percent to its
current rate of 5.6 percent.
“As expected, the vaccine began
to have its impact seven to ten days
after the first vaccines were given,”
said LACoFD Medical Director
Clayton Kazan, M.D. “As the
County continues to surge, new
cases among Department personnel
began dropping precipitously as did
our test positivity rate. This is the
first time in the entire pandemic
that our data diverged from that of
the County.”
This week, LACoFD physicians,
pharmacists,
nurses,
nurse
practitioners, and paramedics will
administer the second dose of
the COVID-19 vaccine to team
members, including Fire Chief
Daryl L. Osby who will join other
first responders at Fire Station 54
in the City of South Gate.

The Great Topanga Scavenger Hunt!
By Amy Weisberg, M.Ed., NBCT

A

re you missing the wonderful
sense of community that
Topanga is known for? Are you
ready to get outside and away from
screens in a safe and fun way? Two
of Topanga’s unsung heroes, Topanga
Community Center (TCC) president
Kelly Rockwell and Fuji Whittenburg
Topanga Enrichment Programs
(TEP) president, have come together
to give you that opportunity. Join
in the very first Great Topanga
Scavenger Hunt!
According to Rockwell, “We know
it’s challenging for everyone to be
cooped up, even in our beautiful
canyon. It’s tough for all ages right
now, so we tried to make the hunt
easy for anyone with a camera
phone to do.”
“I was particularly drained
from fundraising and wanted to
shift my focus to finding fun and
engaging ways to connect families
and members of our community,”
Whittenburg. “Truth be told, it
was just after Christmas, and I was
missing some of our normal events
and social activities, and worried
about how disconnected we all felt. I
wanted to get our warm and fuzzy
Topanga feelings back and shared
this with Kelly.”
Taking a break from their volunteer
duties, the two friends started a
socially
distant
brainstorming

session, talking about ways to bring
the community together across
all ages and groups, highlighting
local businesses, families, the TCC,
Topanga Elementary, etc. They
wanted to get everyone motivated
and excited about the New Year.
“While we were discussing ideas,
Kelly mentioned this scavenger
hunt they do in Maine, and I was
immediately intrigued,” Whittenburg
said. “How perfect! In an online
world, we wanted to do something
fun that would get people outside,
exploring, and enjoying all of the
great places and all of the things

207 Muerdago Rd.

that make Topanga so special. A real
community event to remind everyone
to get outside and appreciate all
things Topanga,”
Rockwell said that the TCC
leadership had discussed doing
something like this earlier in the
fall, but the all-volunteer board was
managing a lot and the timing wasn’t
right. The idea of collaborating with
the TEP Board brought the idea to
reality.
The Great Topanga Scavenger
Hunt is something you can do until
January 31, while social distancing
and following LA County protocols

and it won’t cost you more than a
stamp unless you want it to. The TCC
Board and TEP Board are hoping it
will help people get outside, but also
support Topanga’s small businesses.
“In a matter of days, in true Kelly
Rockwell form, she came up with
the activities, both TCC and TEP
Boards were notified, a flyer was
made, and here we are! Our very first
Great Topanga Scavenger Hunt! If
everything goes well, we can start a
new New Year’s tradition in the
community,” Whittenburg said.
Rockwell says they are already
planning additional activities for those
who complete this in a single day.
“So much of what our
organizations have had to focus on
this year revolve around fundraising
efforts. It’s nice to do something just
for fun and is about appreciating our
canyon,” she said.
There are three fun prizes to lucky
winners who complete at least 10 0f
15 tasks and send in their selfies by
January 31 and submit to https://
forms.gle/dW88HBsuwJkRXM1t7.
Winners will be chosen at
random from all qualifying entries.
Details and tasks can be found at
topangacommunitycenter.org.
So, stay safe, masked, socially
distanced and take a little time
outdoors reconnecting with our
amazing community and happy
exploring! n

$1,775,000

REDUCED

Post Office Tract Craftsman home on
approx 1 acre. This estate has multiple
structures and is fully fenced. Main house
features 3 beds, 2 baths, gourmet kitchen/
family room with fireplace. Artists retreat
featuring art studios. Gazebo, swimming
pavillion with a large stationary swim
spa. Walking distance to State Park trails,
shops, and Topanga Elementary.

2336 N.
Topanga
Canyon Blvd

Jon & Lisa Saver
CalBre Lic.#00764901 & #01203202

310.455.2540
310.989.0839
TopangaHomesOnline.com

$439,000
Beautiful approx. 3.36 acre
building site with canyon
views. Located behind
custom electric gates with
two other Architectural
estates, Paved street,
utilities close by. Room for
spacious estate, horses,
guest house, or barn. fifteen
minutes to PCH and 10
minutes to the 101. Out of
Coastal. gentle upslope.
APN # 4434-012-011.

Sotheby’s International Realt y and the Sotheby’s
International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered)
service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s
International Realty, Inc. If your property is listed with a
real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to
solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy
to work with them and cooperate fully.

January 22 • Vol. 2 No. 1

7

Radio Communication Towers
Approved for Topanga
By Annemarie Donkin

Two towers designed
to integrate emergency
responders’ radio and
communication operations
in Topanga are planned
for construction this year
as groups organize in
opposition.
The Los Angeles Department
of Regional Planning has
approved two 18-foot-high lattice
communications towers at 24480
W. Saddle Peak Road as part of
LA-RICS (Los Angeles Regional
Interoperable Communications
System).
Additionally, the Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors voted
5-0 on Nov. 24 to approve the towers.
“The Woolsey fire and the
after-action
report
analyzing
overall responses to the fire, made
it very clear that our emergency
information systems need some
improvement,” said Third District
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl. “These
two towers are necessary to ensure
the future safety, not only of the
communities in the Santa Monica
Mountains, but throughout the
county.”
LA-RICS
According to the LA-RICS
Project Team, the towers will
provide improved radio and later,
Long-Term Evolution (LTE) 4G
broadband communication for the
public safety providers of the greater
Los Angeles region.
“Placement of the LA-RICS
Towers at Saddle Peak will provide
coverage in areas where gaps are
currently experienced by first
responders and includes day-today operation coverage, emergency,
and mutual aid response coverage,”
wrote LA-RICS Executive Director
Scott Edson.
“At the Board of Supervisors
Public De Novo Hearing on Nov. 24,
2020, Sheriff and L.A. County Fire
Departments provided testimony as
to the importance of this site due to
current gaps in coverage.”
Edson said the site will resolve
coverage gaps in a known High
Fire Severity Zone providing first
responders with a robust and
reliable communications network.
“The Woolsey Fire Action
Report noted communications
coverage limitations in this area,”
he wrote. “This site is compliant
with all FCC emissions limit
requirements. The LMR (land
mobile radio) tower will not be
affiliated with any co-located
telecommunication
users
or
5G; the LMR System is not a 5G
network.”

8

New LA-RICS Towers located Downtown at the L.A. County Fire Command and Control Center.

In Southern California alone,
the system will support 81 public
safety agencies with 34,000 first
responders, 40 different local public
safety communications systems,
and fulfill the need for inclusion
of 17,000 secondary responders
(such as T-CEP, DRT, Arson Watch,
CERT) for millions of people over
4,000 square miles.
“Topanga residents will benefit
from knowing that the people on
the front line who provide public
safety service in this area will have a
robust system, operating within the
guidelines set forth by all applicable
jurisdictional agencies, so that
public safety agencies are better able
to protect their structures, lives, and
natural resources of the region,”
Edson said.
TCEP’S POSITION ON LA-RICS
According to James Grasso of the
Topanga Coalition for Emergency
Preparedness (TCEP), LA-RICS
was conceived and envisioned after
the 9/11 attacks on the World Trade
Center. Grasso wrote that on 9/11,
first responders arrived on scene
from neighboring jurisdictions
using incompatible communication
systems that were unable to readily
communicate with each other,
creating confusion, delays, and loss
of life.
“LA-RICS
was
envisioned
and designed to provide unified
interoperable communications for
all first responders across multiple
platforms to allow and enable them
to communicate together,” Grasso
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wrote. “LA-RICS is a public service
communications service meant for
first responder agencies. There are
provisions for secondary responders
and utility companies so we will have
to see if that is something TCEP
could capitalize on to enhance our
ability to communicate with first
responders in an emergency.”
5G-FREE CALIFORNIA
Julie Levine, coordinator of 5G
Free California, commented on the
Nov. 24 approval by the Board of
Supervisors. Her group stands in
opposition to the tower structures.
“The vote was a clear
indicator that we are not living
in a democracy,” Levine wrote.
“Just like the initial vote, the
appeal hearing brought over a
hundred people opposed to the
two proposed LA-RICS military
grade towers, one of which is
on Saddlepeak. The speakers
were cut off at one minute each
and many were never called on.
After everyone was done, our
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl spoke
out in support of the tower and
in denial of everything that had
been shared about health, harm,
safety, etc., and said the towers
were healthy and safe. The vote
once again was unanimous and
the people were ignored. For
the record, the bogus cosmetic
appeal hearing would never have
happened if our two groups had
not spent thousands of dollars on
an attorney appeal letter. So now
what? I am sick from wireless

Photo courtesy of LA-RICS

radiation and will fight to the
end to be able to survive here in
my community of choice. There
are dozens of people in line of
sight from the now approved
tower who, like me, are already
having symptoms from wireless
radiation. For the record, we
are not giving up. Please join us
at 5gfreecalifornia.org to find out
more and how to get involved.”
THE PEOPLE’S INITIATIVE
Liz Barris, founder of The People’s
Initiative in Topanga, commented
on the Board of Supervisor’s vote of
approval and the rejection of their
appeal.
“Topanga can get ready for
5G military experimentation on
its population (now completely
legal thanks to Congress), more
IoT (internet of things) and IoB
(internet of bodies) irradiation
and more radiation in general
as the most powerful of cell
towers, the LA-RICS/First Net
Towers, were approved by the
BOS despite clear evidence of
map manipulation and the towers
providing “redundant coverage,”
both of which are illegal,” Barris
wrote in an email. “We may now
sue LA-RICS and L.A. County for
this detrimental setback to health
and safety,” she said.
For more information:
ThePeoplesInitiative.org, or
sign up for the newsletter
by emailing contact@
thepeoplesinitiative.org.

News

food to community members
negatively
impacted
by
Covid-19. In the fall, the TCC
presented Drive-in Movie
Nights for members. The TCC
also hosted two Red Cross
Blood Drives in March and
October, and served as a polling
location for the November
Election. Its
Christmas
gift to the community was
a Santa Drive-Thru at the
TCC, and in January a
joint effort with Topanga
Elementary’s
fundraising
arm,
TEP,
organized
Topanga’s first Community
Scavenger
Hunt
(www.
topangacommunitycenter.org).
Even with its doors closed,
your community center has
been trying its best to serve
the community, much of it
because of your generosity.
Learn more about TCC
and
consider
becoming
a
member
at:
https://
topangacommunitycenter.org.
Members receive the TCC
Newsletter containing a host
of stimulating virtual activities
to do during quarantine.
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The Topanga Community
Center (TCC) raised 52% of its
$65,000 shortfall in the 2020
Giving December fundraising
campaign.
With big and small
donations from many people
in our community throughout
the month, the TCC’s end
of year plea was heard and
the TCC Board is grateful to
everyone who stepped up to
support this very special hub
of our community.
There are many overhead
costs that still must be paid,
including utilities, insurance,
ball
field
maintenance,
property taxes, and others.
Because the TCC does not
receive regular County funds,
we constantly fundraise, ask
people to join as a member,
and rent out the property.
With COVID-19 lockdown,
rentals have been canceled,
as well as all the wonderful
events that the TCC usually
hosts, such as Topanga Days,
Square Dances, and Disco
Nights.
Even, so, TCC will continue

top
a

TCC Fundraiser Success!

TCC
EST. 1949
to focus its attention on the
community as it did in 2019,
bringing joy and aid to
the community, starting with
the Drive-by Easter Bunny
last April. In May, they hired

a Mariachi Band to go to
different neighborhoods in
the Canyon. By summertime, a
Meal Program sponsored by a
CDBG Grant from Supervisor
Sheila Kuehl’s office, delivered
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COVID Through the
A

rtist/Sculptor Megan Rice, like many of us, adapted as best she could to the
reflection, observation of the bigger picture, and appreciation for the small
a distance, wear masks, do art, and laugh. This ritual helps maintain artistic discipline.
realized some of it was distinctly concerned with COVID, so she wrote down her
As we are currently at a distance and lonesome for each other, it’s a good time to share.

No Brainer
(1. Profile) (2. Frontal view).
Ceramic Sculpture, 7"x6"x 6"
At the start of Covid we were slow
to wear a mask. We felt safe living in
the hills of Topanga and didn’t know
anyone who had the virºus. But, in
April, a close friend’s grandchild was
on a ventilator. That’s when we got
masks and began staying home. I
started sculpting this head with waterbased clay. It seemed only natural to
include a mask over the face and give
the character a rumpled forehead and
frightened eyes. The head is hollow,
which prompted me to call it “No
Brainer.” Another thing about wearing
a mask: it lets me know the degree
of my halitosis. It’s another way of
protecting others!

Covid Dragon

Pencil & Ink Drawing on paper, 11"x14"
Although this is a new year, it is still one of isolation and possible contagion. Doing art
about the pandemic gives me a sense of participation. We are all in the same boat. In May,
I sat outside in the shade of a tree. The wind was blowing. I had my sketchbook and a
pencil, and I was trying to draw the moving shadows cast by the leaves above me. At first,
it just looked like meaningless scribbles, but then I began to see the spotted dragon and
the other surreal images. So, I used black ink to make them stand out on the page. The
virus shows up in my art even when I’m not thinking about it.

Pundits on MSNBC

Ink drawing on paper, 12" x 16"
In previous decades, my husband and I had no time to watch TV, but
this last year, it feels just right to sit back in the recliner and watch
endless cycles of Breaking News! If we turn the television off, our anxiety
compels us to turn it on again. Where are the new hotspots? What are the
scientists saying? How many people have died so far?
This ink drawing doesn’t realistically depict the commentators who appear
on cable television networks. They are real people who speak from their own
living rooms and kitchens because they’ve been told to stay home, too.
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Artist’s Eye
COVID -19 lockdown. Faced with unscheduled hours at home, time turned to selfthings she loves. Every week, an artist friend joins Megan outdoors, and they sit, at
At year’s end, Megan went through her stack of 2020 drawings and sculptures, and
thoughts about the work, and set them side by side. That is the origin of this exhibit.
And as it is so often repeated, “We are all in this together.”

Staying Home
Ink Drawing in Calendar, 11"x18"
The sameness of these months and days; making meals,
ordering groceries, overeating, and knowing we are
privileged to have food. Then the endless cycle of housework
but feeling guilty for having a roof over our heads. Watching
black-and-white movies from the 1940’s.
Walking in the neighborhood, playing scrabble, arguing.
Going to bed earlier and earlier. Waking up with nightmares
of being in crowded places where no one is wearing a mask
or social distancing. It feels like my husband and I have
morphed into one irritable being.

Buddha Wears a Mask
Ink pen on Paper, 11"x14"
When I try to make family and friends follow safety guidelines they don’t
agree with, I’m learning to bow out. Meditation helps me cool off. Years ago,
a chiropractor taught me the following exercise: “Lie down and close your
eyes. Then imagine that your heart has a nose. Picture that nose breathing
in and out. As you continue this visualization, silently repeat the word, “My
heart has a nose, etc.” I benefit from it whether I’m wearing a mask or not!

Cat in Goddess Pose
Ceramic Sculpture, 4"x3"x3.5"
This small, clay kitty represents two more of our survival tactics during the
pandemic:
Yoga and playing with the cat. Our yogi daughter has provided us with weekly
Zoom chair-yoga classes. The stretching and breathing improves our outlook
and the Goddess Pose makes us feel we are strong, maybe even noble. This last
year, my relationship with our cat has deepened considerably. She is the friend
who will listen, and yawn, and invent hilarious games. Her name is Vivimos,
which means “We live.” Please everybody, let’s do just that!!
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THE aRTs
Army of Love Song and Video Address Divide in Our Nation

“O

ne More Gone” was written by Billy
Joseph after witnessing the video of
George Floyd being killed in broad daylight in
front of three police officers doing nothing to
stop it. Recorded by Billy Joseph & The Army of
Love, the track was released along with a music
video worldwide on Martin Luther King Day:
January 18, 2021.
The intention of the song is to shine a light on
the urgent need for police reform and an end

to any racism that exists, either consciously
or unconsciously, in this world. The aim is
not to vilify the police or any one group, but
to unite all of us in taking responsibility for
positive change that will unify our country
and override the great division sown over
the history of the United States of America
and amplified in recent years, and which
threatens the very health of our mighty and
influential country.
The song, “One More Gone,” is a call to
remember our priorities here: respect for
every single life, and the vital need to see things
from a broader perspective than just our own,
based on the understanding that we deepen
connections when we embrace our differences
and, in doing so, strengthen our nation.
Same old, same old song?
One more gone, yeah one more gone
You know it’s wrong
It’s always wrong
Life ain’t long, no life ain’t long
And now one more’s gone
Who should not be gone

credit

The Army of Love, from left: Austin Nicholsen, bass, vocals; Nick Kirgo (seated) guitars, vocals; Billy Joseph,
guitar, lead vocals; Shelly O’Neill, percussion, vocals; Sean McMorris, drums, vocals.

Following decades of diverse musical
explorations, Billy Joseph & The Army of Love
came together in 2018 with the idea of making
Rock & Folk & Soul music with flow, vibe,
improvisatory interplay, and vocal harmonies at
the forefront. Billy’s uncompromising songwriting
craft unites him with guitarist Nick Kirgo, bassist
Austin Nicholsen, drummer Sean McMorris,

and vocalist/percussionist Shelly O’Neill, who all
share a deep passion for the poetry, catharsis, and
pure and simple joy of song. It is their mission,
as an Army of Love, to share that passion with
fellow music lovers across the world. n
Contact Billy Joseph at: (310) 433-1279;
bombaybill@gmail.com; billyjoseph.com.

Zoom to MOROCCO for a ‘Comedy of Menace’

T

opanga Actors Company
(TAC) presents MOROCCO,
by Allan Havis, on Zoom, Saturday,
January 23 and Sunday January 24,
7 p.m.
Part psychological thriller, part
political drama, MOROCCO by
Allan Havis presents audiences
with a clash of cultures and an
unexpected plot twist, all in under
ninety minutes. It is “...a comedy of
menace. Step by step, we are led into
Mr Havis’s labyrinth,” says the New
York Times.

A New York architect is on a
prestigious construction contract
in Fez, Morocco. His wife has
mysteriously disappeared. When
he confronts the local authorities,
he is amazed at what he discovers.
American author, Allan
Havis, has written 19 plays and a
book on cult films. MOROCCO
gathered awards from HBO and
the Kennedy Center when it was
first produced in 1986. As relevant
now as in the nineteen-eighties,
Havis’s compelling drama about

Americans
abroad
examines
attitudes in the international
community towards our prejudices
and presumptions, sometimes
arrogant, sometimes naïve, but
always culturally foreign.
Stephen Hoye directs actors
Edward Giron, Natalia Lazarus,
Aaron Stall. n
Link to MOROCCO on Saturday,
January 23, and Sunday January
24, 7 p.m., at https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/81569438561.

‘New Year, New Dreams’
By Russell Hunziker

T

opanga Canyon Gallery’s current
show, “New Year, New Dreams”
continues for two more weekends
through January 31.
With an eclectic array of fine art,
“New Year, New Dreams” showcases
the work of 16 local professional
artists, each bringing their unique
style and vision to their art. That
vision, they all agree, is based on
looking forward, while not deny the
continued challenge today, but with
knowledge and faith that an end is in
sight and that’s where the artists have
chosen to focus.
“New Year, New Dreams” is a
new chance to create your unique
space, inspired by your individuality,
distinctiveness, and happiness, often
linked to our surroundings. Make this
the year that you surround yourself
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with art that calms you, art that
motivates you, and art that makes you
happy.
Nestled in Topanga Canyon, at the
intersection of Topanga Canyon Blvd.
and Old Topanga Canyon Road, the
unique setting, fresh air, and open space
makes for an easy and safe escape.
The entire show is also available
online, for viewing and purchase at:
topangacanyongallery.com. Take your
time and enjoy the view.
Topanga Canyon Gallery is located
at: 120 N. Topanga Canyon Blvd.,
Topanga CA 90290. Open Weekends,
Noon-5 p.m. For information:
topangacanyongallery.com.
Be well and do good things. n
To see Russell Hunziker’s art:
RussellHunzikerArt.com, alliedartists.com, topangacanyongallery.
com, (310)500-6584.

Rain, Drought and the Omens: Fernwood Rain Report
By Eric Fitzgerald
“Red sky at night is a sailor’s
delight. Red sky in the morning is
a sailor’s fair warning.”
—Old Seafarer’s Saying

CHART: Eric Fitzgerald

“When in evening, ye say, it will
be fair weather: For the sky is red.
And in the morning, it will be
foul weather today; for the sky is
red and lowering.”
—Jesus Christ, Matthew 16:2-3

T

here is some science behind
these ancient adages. Because,
generally, the Jetstream goes from
west to east, most weather comes
to us from the west and the rising
or setting sun shines through the
thickest part of the atmosphere.
When the sunlight travels through
a lot of dust, the blue wavelengths
are scattered leaving the red
wavelengths to pass through. This
phenomenon often indicates high
pressure on the barometer—or fair
weather. In the simplest terms, if
that high pressure is in the west, as
it would be at sunset, then the red
sky we see is a preview of the fair
weather that the prevailing winds
are sending us from the west.
When a red sky is seen in the
morning, this often means that the
high pressure has passed us by, and
those red sunrays are lighting up the
undersides of the clouds riding the
Jetstream out of the stormy west.

Another omen of rain that has a
sound meteorological basis is a ring
around the Sun or the Moon. The
ring is caused by ice crystals in the
upper atmosphere. These ice crystals
can indicate at least one component
in an approaching storm front—a
cold upper atmosphere with some
moisture starting to mix in from
lower altitudes.
Juanito looked and cried
excitedly, “Look, there’s a ring
around the moon!”
Joseph laughed harshly and
climbed into the saddle. “There
is a saying in this country, I

learned a long time ago: ‘In a
dry year all signs fail.’ Good
night Juanito.”
—John Steinbeck, To a God
Unknown
While it is still too soon to say if
the drought in Southern California
has returned, 2021 is starting off as
a dry year. As of press time, we’ve
only received 1.51 inches of rain
here in Fernwood since October
1, 2020. The rain year runs
October 1 through September 30
of the following year. The National
Weather Service sees no rain in the

various weather models through at
least the 21 of January. February
and January are typically our
wettest months.
This puts us 7.54 Inches behind
average for the rain year. It’s hard
to imagine that we will make up
this precious moisture as the rainy
season continues. We are currently
experiencing a La Niña condition in
the Southern Pacific and this drierthan-average indicator is expected
to persist through the winter in the
Northern Hemisphere.
So, as John Steinbeck wrote “In a
dry year all signs fail.” n

Jennifer deSpain,
CPA, CFP®
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Dear Reader,
by Jean Colonomos

J

anuary 6, 2021 will live in infamy when armed
mobs threatening death to Vice President Mike
Pence and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, broke into
the U.S. Capitol, the temple of democracy, forcing
lawmakers to flee the building.
7am: Today, Congress will certify the electoral
college votes and we can finally exhale.
12:30 pm: Forget exhaling. It’s a Civil War.
Insurrectionists have charged into the U. S. Capitol.
An email I just received: “The treasonous Trumpsters
have stormed the capital building and stopped the
certification proceedings. All I can say is that if these
guys were black lives matter political protesters they’d
all be tear-gassed and in jail—alas they are privileged
white thugs. Of course I notice that all are maskless so
maybe natural selection will help thin the crowd. What
a disgrace!” A.
Confirmed: A woman was shot during the riots but
there’s no information on her yet. She was on a ledge
trying to enter the Capitol.
“Looks like a coup. Infuriating and
heartbreaking... I too don’t understand why they
weren’t more prepared and why it took them so long to
muster a response. It’s getting dark and they’re still all
there...” Marsha
All day I have been thinking the same—look what
they did to protestors just standing on the lawn. I don’t
understand why they let it go so far—well I guess I
do. It›s sitting in the white house. So scary! Mary Kay
The Lincoln Project says the Senate should
impeach 45 during the last two weeks. The
National Association of Manufacturers suggests
the Senate suggests invoking the 25th amendment
that what’shisname is not psychologically fit to be
president while he’s in the White House planning his
next attack.
Senator Mitt Romney: “What happened today was
an insurrection incited by the President of the United
States.”
1:30 pm: I hear a reporter at the Capitol saying
there was a riot but there was “no violence,” and
this was one hour after the troll-like thugs smashed
their way into the Capitol ready to kill certain
lawmakers. It’s unconscionable trying to normalize
this insurrection.
LM: Watching the horrible and unprecedented
scenes in Washington DC right now.
NZ: “I had to turn off the TV; it was too much.”
Tweet: 45 added to his first grievance where he
claimed again the election was stolen. His second
tweet: “I know your pain. I know you’re hurt. We had
an election that was stolen from us. It was a landslide
election and everyone knows it. Especially the other
side. But you have to go home now. Go home, we love
you. You’re very special.”
Twitter has censored 45 for the next 12 hours and
threatens to cancel his account. Mark Zuckerberg has
erased 45’s account indefinitely.
The woman shot on the Capitol ledge has died.
Criminal negligence: From the day he was
elected, our domestic terrorist has threatened violence
and nobody paid attention while he was destroying
America. Where were the Metro police? Where were
counter assault teams? Where was the park service, the
FBI? There was ample evidence to know the National
Guard should be there. Didn’t you listen to him give
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the Proud Boys permission to incite violence?!
Sheila, Bloomsbury Books, Ashland: “I was
working today, and when the story broke, the store
emptied and there were hardly any cars on the street.
Most people went home to watch. This is historic.”
DC’s Mayor, Muriel Bowser, announced a curfew
from 6 pm to 6 am tomorrow
What if those rioters were black?!!!
January 7, 2021
In the wee morning hours, Biden was pronounced
President-elect and Kamala Harris was confirmed as
Vice-President-elect.
About the certification of Pennsylanvia’s
election, out of 99 senators, 7 objected to its legitimacy.
They were: Josh Hawley, Missouri; Ted Cruz, Texas;
Tommy Tuberville, Alabama (who could not name
the 3 branches of government); Cindy-Hyde-Smith,
Mississippi; Roger Marshall, Kansas; Cynthia Lummis,
Wyoming and Rick Scott, Florida.
The attempt to overturn Arizona’s electoral slate
failed. The House count was 303-121 and the Senate
was 93-6 votes. They were Senators Josh Hawley; Ted
Cruz; Tommy Tuberville; Cindy Lummis, and John
Kennedy, Louisiana.
It was hollow to hear the Republicans declaiming
the horrors of yesterday while they supported 45 while
he was destroying democracy. The way to redemption
is to impeach him.
In LA county someone dies every 8 minutes from
Covid-19.
Marian’s mom: “I’m watching CNN for counting
votes. Sooo nice when you experience democracy,
something we never experienced in Iran.”
Washington Post: Rep. Karen Bass (D-CA) offered
up a name to the FBI in response to a call for help
identifying people responsible for Wednesday’s
violence at the Capitol. Ms. Bass posted a photo of the
president pumping his fist urging his base to march on
the Capitol. She tweeted, “Found one.”
The woman fatally shot yesterday was identified as
35-year-old Ashli Babbit, a California native and Air
Force veteran. A Trump flag was draped around her
waist.
While radical right extremist, Senator Mike Lee
of Utah, urged staffers to stay until January 20, 2021,
senior White House economist, Tyler Goodspeed,
acting chair of the White House Council of Economic
Advisers, leaves his post with no remaining members.
Three more staffers have resigned. Also, Elaine
Chao, Secretary of Transportation and Mitch
McConnell’s wife, has left. Soon, Mick Mulvany and
Betsy DeVos will jump ship.
U.S. Capitol policeman, Brian Sicknick, hit with a
fire extinguisher, died from his injuries during the proTrump insurrection.
Epilogue: From poet, Marsha de la O: “They don’t
make them // like my father anymore. He pulled / up
just as the plumber on my roof / inserted a snake into
a 2-inch pipe. / My father jumped out of his truck /
grabbed a shovel from the back / and started digging
for the main line. / It plainly needed a cleanout valve.
/ Three minutes later and two feet down / he tried
another spot, and then another. /The plumber shot
me a crooked grin, / So who’s that, he asked, Bucky
Gopher? º/ I didn’t answer – that it was for him – / but
if you had seen my father dig, you / would understand
innocence in America.

Elections

The Truck Bomb Election
by Joel Bellman

O

n February 26, 1993, shortly after noon, a
Ryder rental truck pulled into the parking
garage of the North Tower at New York’s World
Trade Center. Packed inside was a 1500-lb. urea
nitrate bomb, made from conventional fertilizer
and other easily obtainable chemicals. The truck’s
passengers, Islamic terrorists Ramzi Yousef and
Eyad Ismoil, lit the fuse, and escaped unnoticed.
Twelve minutes later, the bomb detonated,
instantly killing six people, injuring more than
1,000 others, and blowing a crater four concrete
sub-levels deep and several more stories high.
The plan, investigators subsequently learned,
had been to collapse the North Tower and send
it crashing into the South Tower, destroying them
both and killing, the terrorists hoped, as many as
a quarter of a million people.
But the buildings did not collapse, and four
of the plotters were eventually caught, convicted,
and sentenced to life in prison. The two drivers
were convicted and imprisoned in 1995; a seventh
conspirator escaped and was never apprehended
by American authorities. The incident was largely
forgotten by the public—for a time.
•••••
Even before Donald Trump incited an armed
insurrection against his own government, and
the Constitution that he was sworn to protect,
he had already waged a years-long assault on the
foundations of American democracy.
His 2016 presidential campaign accepted
illegal assistance from a foreign adversary. He
personally obstructed justice repeatedly by
thwarting independent counsel Robert Mueller’s
two-year investigation into those activities. The
very next day after Mueller testified on his report
before Congress, Trump directly solicited illegal
foreign assistance again by extorting the president
of Ukraine for political dirt on his next opponent,
Joe Biden. Throughout 2020, Trump and his
political allies supported a multi-pronged effort to
suppress votes and undermine public confidence
in the 2020 election.
Despite it all, a huge turnout that defied the
pandemic, and a magnificent bipartisan effort by
state election officials, delivered a clear-cut victory
to Joe Biden in a fair and secure election. Yet
rather than concede, Trump wasted two months
on more than 60 legal challenges, raising more
than $300 million off his gullible supporters to
“stop the steal” that never occurred, and refusing
to concede or to assist his successor’s orderly
transition. While he burned up court time with
fruitless appeals, we subsequently learned that he
was burning up the phone lines with improper
and quite possibly illegal contacts with state
legislators and election officials in an attempt to
simply nullify the votes of millions of Americans
so that he could illegally retain power.
As Congress prepared to conclude the process
of formally counting and certifying the states’
Electoral College votes, Trump’s Hail Mary was to
muster as many of his far-right, white supremacist,
armed followers as he could to Washington, fire
them up, and turn them loose on the Capitol to
disrupt, terrorize, and quite possibly even attack
the members of Congress to prevent them from
fulfilling their constitutional duties.
Despite all the talk about not allowing Trump
to “normalize” his totally out-of-bounds rhetoric,
policies, and personal conduct, that is exactly what
has happened ever since he declared his candidacy
in June 2015. He has continued smashing through
one political guardrail after another until there
are literally almost no functioning guardrails left.
By the time you read this, President Joe Biden

An explosion caused by a police munition is seen while supporters of U.S. President Donald Trump gather in
front of the U.S. Capitol Building in Washington, DC, January 6, 2021.

will have taken office and the imminent danger of
any further presidential misconduct from Trump
will have passed. Investigations are continuing
and dozens of protesters and rioters have already
been arrested; there will be many more. But
there no longer seems to be any way to hold the
president himself accountable.
The vice president has refused to invoke the
25th Amendment, which finds the president
incapacitated and reassigns his power and
authority to the vice president with assent from
a majority of the presidential cabinet and 2/3 of
both the House and the Senate—an even higher
bar than simple impeachment, which requires
only a simple majority of the House and 2/3 of
the Senate to convict and remove.
The House has voted to impeach the president a
second time, but neither the Senate nor PresidentElect Biden have shown any appetite for rushing
ahead with a Senate trial, certainly not before
Trump’s term expires. If the goal is to disable the
incumbent president from committing any more
dangerous acts over his final eight days in office,
there is no functioning mechanism to do this.
The urgency of impeaching and convicting
him to remove an unfit officeholder has, of course,
evaporated with the natural expiration of Trump’s
term. I’m going to go out on a limb and predict
that will never happen.
Of course, the same end could be achieved
by the Republican Party simply coming together
and reconstituting and rededicating itself to such
traditional conservative values as respect for the
Constitution, respect for governing institutions,
respect for the law and for individual rights,
and for a constrained, less powerful federal
government—with a new and robust process
for thoroughly vetting candidates so that no
authoritarian demagogue like Donald Trump
could ever again gain power and influence.
I’m going to go out on another limb and
predict that will never happen, either.
We all remember how quickly the Republican
“Never Trump” movement collapsed in the face
of his growing power and popularity. There’s
truth in the adage that, “Democrats fall in love,
Republicans fall in line.”
Donald Trump’s attempted auto-coup has
failed, and there will be an understandable but
misguided effort to quickly put the whole matter
behind us. Our institutions held firm. Democracy
survived intact. The Republic still stands, even

if some of us may want to gag on Republican
calls for unity and civility, and on Democratic
platitudes about the need for healing and saving
the nation’s soul—as if we’re all rubes in a giant
tent-show revival.
Wall Street and the corporate community
know that insurgencies and rebellions are bad
for business—which is why they so often love
foreign dictatorships that crack down hard on
such nonsense (cf. Franco, Bautista, Pinochet,
Somoza, and countless others). There will be
some soul-searching in isolated corners of the
media about their complicity in the rise of Trump
and Trumpism. That, too, will quickly pass when
the next shiny object catches their eye.
•••••
Let us return to the events of 1993. That
unsuccessful attempt to blow up the World Trade
Center was mocked as a “fumbled” attempt by a
“laughably naive and disorganized…rag-tag group
of dedicated revolutionaries, former Afghani
soldiers, fellow believers, braggarts, hoodlums
and hangers-on.” An FBI agent transporting
mastermind Ramzi Yousef by helicopter to lower
Manhattan for trial pointed to the Twin Towers
gleaming in the moonlight, and taunted him by
saying “See, you didn’t get them after all.” Yousef
softly replied, “Not yet.”
During his subsequent trial, the World Trade
Center’s chief architect testified that had the truck
been parked closer to the North Tower’s poured
concrete foundations, the plan would have
succeeded.
2020 is our truck bomb election. Donald Trump,
Rudy Giuliani, Paul Manafort, Roger Stone, Mike
Flynn, Steve Bannon, and congressional fellow
travelers like Ted Cruz, Josh Hawley, Jim Jordan,
Louie Gohmert, and Matt Gaetz, may look today
as little more than a similar rag-tag band of
braggarts, crazies, and hoodlums. But the next
time around—and there will be a next time—we
may be confronting enemies of democracy with
the intelligence, the discipline, the strategy, and
the resources to successfully steal an election or
mount a real fascist coup.
If Donald Trump had built his bomb a little
bigger and set it off a little closer to American
democracy’s foundation, he might well have
succeeded in taking the whole thing down. And,
like the World Trade Center, we may not be as
lucky the second time. n
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ALL THINGS CONNECTED
Decentralization…! Here We Come! On to Web 3.0!
By Paula LaBrot

E

nglish philosopher John Stuart Mill wrote in the
mid-1800s, “The fraud is the pretense that the
welfare of ordinary people matters to the elite, when
the reality is that it does not. The last thing that
politicians, newspaper companies, industrialists,
or the heads of large organizations want is a freethinking and wide-awake public and electorate.”
Now, I don’t care what your political tastes are,
but having the free flow of information controlled
by a tiny group of people drunk on power is
something we all have to come together and deal
with, rapidly and effectively. I have been writing
for some time now about how important it is to
break up the monopolistic corporations that are
swallowing up our ability to have choices. There
have never before been such monopolies over the
control of information.
In the past, there have been innumerable
local papers expressing a wide variety of editorial
opinions, usually attempting to keep editorializing
on separate pages of what they considered to be
strictly news reporting.
Today, a few giant tech corporations are
controlling the free flow of information and
opinion, making all your editorial decisions for
you but there are many people trying hard to
attack this problem.
I have already written about Timothy BernersLee, the inventor of the World Wide Web, who has
released a platform called Solid, an open-sourced
privacy system launched last month. “A growing
tide of surveillance and censorship now threatens
the future of democracy,” he says.
Cindy Harper, writing for Reclaim the Net,
reminds us that, “Currently, users do not have
much choice of the data social media companies
and advertising companies harvest from them,
which they then sell access to for huge profits.”
Solid focuses on decentralizing the web, giving
power back to the users as to who may have access
to their data.
Glen Greenwald won a 2014 Pulitzer Prize for
his reporting of Edward Snowden’s revelations
of the U.S. National Security Agency’s illegal
surveillance and collection of communications of
American citizens. Described as unapologetically
progressive, Greenwald is appalled on moral
and ethical grounds at the abuse of power of
the tech giants. He has decried “the pathologies,
illiberalism, and repressive mentality” of Silicon
Valley’s iron-fisted tactics. “These are the
viruses that have contaminated virtually every
mainstream, center-left political organization,

academic institution, and newsroom.”
Snowden, himself, says, “…Trump’s social
media ban will be remembered as a turning point
in the battle for control over digital speech….
I know a lot of folks in the (Twitter) comments
[who] read this are, like ‘YAAAAS,’ like, I get it.
But imagine for a moment a world that exists for
more than the next 13 days, and this becomes a
milestone that will endure.”
Concerned digital citizens across the spectrum,
from Breitbart to The Guardian to Mother Jones, see
the need to act clearly and effectively to confront
the tech oligarchs and break up their power.
This brings us to Section 230, of which you will
be hearing a lot. Section 230, the Communications
Decency Act, says, “No provider or user of an
interactive computer service shall be treated as the
publisher or speaker of any information provided
by another information content provider.”
Today, however, tech oligarchs can make their
own rules and decide in any way they want who is
“breaking” their rules and shut those voices down.
For example, big problems have arisen in the
COVID-19 fight. The giant social media platforms
curated information, deciding which doctors’
opinions should be allowed to be expressed and
whom to block. They decided which medicines
work or don’t work, which makes it ripe, and
probable, for Big Pharma payola. Dissenting
opinions were blocked. Doctors and scientists
were attacked and discredited.
How many of you know about The Barrington
Declaration? It’s a declaration signed by prominent
doctors and scientists from all over the world
regarding a focused protection approach to the
virus. It should have been in the public forum for
discussion.
The tech oligarchs are curating, editing but they
cannot hide behind the 230 shield that protects
them from liability. Publishers can’t do that.
TV and radio networks can’t do that. Playing so
viciously with freedom of speech, Big Tech has
put Section 230 at great risk, inviting government
control. Think what that would mean for Wikileaks
(not affiliated with Wikipedia or the Wikimedia
Foundation). All of us lose a great deal of freedom
because of the actions of a few.
Concentrated power is always risky. This is how
it works right now. Amazon, Facebook, Twitter,
Google, and Apple want to eliminate competition.
A little start-up ignites, gets popular, and one of the
biggies wants to buy it. If the little start-up does not
want to be bought, a campaign attacking them and
discrediting them ensues, ending in capitulation or
ruin of the little guys…reputations included.

THE BATTLE OF GIANTS AGAINST DAVIDS
It would be easy to sell the Parler battle as a liberal/
conservative fight. It’s not! It’s an elimination of the
competition fight. It’s a battle to hold onto supreme
power. It’s a battle of giants against Davids.
For example, because so many conservative
voices were blocked on Twitter and Facebook, a lot
of people left Twitter and Facebook to try out Parler.
com. Parler is an uncensored community forum of
microblogs, like Twitter. They will only block content
that is in violation of the law and case precedent.
They have an entirely different approach to user data,
very much in line with privacy protections. Basically,
it is competition for Twitter that is gaining traction.
This week, Apple and Google have blocked the Parler
app from their stores. AWS, Amazon Web Services,
who host Parler’s website on their servers, are kicking
Parler off their service.
Parler was ready for this kind of attack from Big
Tech, they expected this kind of bullying and planned
to have other vendors host them. Other vendors
got “calls” and pulled out, which further fuels
entrepreneurs who are developing new hardware and
software to get their products to market. It will take
nine months to two years, but we will see a real sea
change in our communications network availabilities.
WEB 3.0 means to bring Decentralization to the
World Wide Web and is being catapulted forward by
efforts like the elimination of Parler.
That’s why you see people of conscience coming
together whom you never thought would agree on
anything and why support for Parler is coming from
“strange bedfellows.”
John Matze, founder of Parler, said, “This is a
battle against all of us. Liberals, conservatives,
atheists, Christians, black, white, etc. They want
to keep their monopoly over speech. They want
us fighting. They don’t want us working together.
They don’t want us working with each other, they
want us hating one another.”
Henrique Dias, writing for Modern Consensus,
states, “Decentralization isn’t just an ideal—it’s a
vision for the future of information technology and
internet functionality. By decentralizing the web,
we can create a freer, more innovative, and more
democratic internet experience. It’s time to take the
internet to the next level.”
I will try to keep you on the cutting edge of the
changes boiling up. Don’t get sucked in by the hot
Monopoly Wars rhetoric coming your way. Wonderful
people of conscience are at work…together! They are
working to strengthen your autonomy and freedom.
Love one another. Live and let live. Let’s walk the
path between the great forces to a good place beyond.
Vamos a ver! Happy New Year!

PASSAGES
R.I.P. Tony Morris
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Messenger going back to the early
years and worked closely with editor
Colin Penno. He was a community
voice, a gadfly, unabashedly urging
the LA County Fire Department to
purchase super scoopers to combat
wildfires. I’m sure he was glad to have
lived to see 69 Bravo established,
to say nothing of the acquisition of
the CH-47 Helitanker that can drop
3,000 gallons of water or retardant in
a single pass.
In his own way, he was a gift to
the community, a mainstay that was
always there, a familiar presence
that was, somehow, reassuring. Most
recently, as his health failed, we knew

Tony by sight as he patrolled the
Boulevard, dressed in hard hat, vest,
carrying a flag, looking very much
like a Caltrans worker taking his
responsibility seriously.
I remember him with great
affection, even though he tried my
patience at times. I’m grateful I
exercised that discipline because I
think he was bigger than I gave him
credit for.
If you knew Tony and knew the
details of his life and passing, or if you
would like to share a memory to include
in a tribute to the man, please send to
editor@thecanyonchronicle.com.
—Flavia Potenza

Photo by Alex Syverson, February 4, 2019

We, at the Canyon Chronicle mourn,
along with many others in the
canyon, whether we knew him well or
superficially, the passing of Tony Morris.
We have not received an obituary, only
a mention on Facebook by his, son,
Sean Morris, that he had passed.
As editor in the final years of
the Topanga Messenger, when Tony
walked into the office to regale us with
his next article about super scoopers,
we would stop what we were doing
to listen and talk. He would leave,
promising his next article, which
I eventually realized would never
appear. He was a brilliant mind and
a welcome contributor to the Topanga

Tony Morris was a familiar
sight patrolling the Boulevard
around the fire station and
Mimosa Café.

MY CORNER OF THE CANYON
Of Monoliths and Mangers
By Kathie Gibboney

T

his year it took much longer to put
up our Christmas decorations,
four days alone to mount the house
lights and yard display. Usually, that
was something we could knock off in
one or two days. Granted, we are a bit
older, slower, and colder, and we were
attempting a whole new concept for
our outdoor holiday display.
Originally appearing in 2001 A
Space Odyssey, the monolith was a
tall, mysterious, oblong structure of
unknown origin that hastened the
development of human evolution.
Inspired by recent sightings
of monoliths suddenly appearing
around the world, we decided to
erect our own, as if it landed right
here in Topanga. Vox, an online
news site, aptly described their
manifestation as:
Into the fiery plague-ridden,
nightmare-scape of 2020, like
a gift from some benevolent
higher being, has come a source
of true wonder and delight: the
wandering monoliths of Utah,
Romania, California and New
Mexico.
These formations seem to appear
from nowhere, then somehow
vanish overnight, only to reappear
somewhere else. Were they art,
pranks, or alien erections? Some of
the structures may have otherworldly
origins (the poet in me likes to think

so), but our creation was more
homespun, being a large cardboard
box obtained from a local surf shop
that we spray-painted black and
silver. The Beleaguered Husband
propped it over a pitchfork for
support and there it stood proudly lit
up, next to a palm tree, surrounded
by a pair of pink flamingos and
a large stuffed Santa on a yellow
lounge chair. Our son, upon viewing
the installation on our hardscrabble
barren yard, pronounced it looking a
bit like trailer trash. “But in a good
way,” he added.
Neighbors observed us hard at
work day after day, and stopped to
cheer our struggling efforts. They
made encouraging comments,
perhaps out of pity for our labors
or in the spirit of the season, such
as, “Looks great!” “How fun!” and
“It’s really coming together now!”
But what was coming together was
not easy to comprehend. Now and
then we’d try to explain, “Well, see?
It’s the monolith.”
“What’s a monolith?” asked one
friendly neighbor, slightly confused.
“I think it’s cool,” commented
her nine-year-old son staring at the
black configuration. Perhaps he was
entering his punk phase, bless him.
At night, I’d sometime notice
passing cars slow down and people
looking, no doubt trying to figure
out what was festive about a tall,
black, looming rectangle? Some even
took pictures with their phones.

At times, I was tempted to run out
and try to explain the concept to
the confounded passerby, but that
would mean putting on real clothes.
What pleased me the most was
driving home at night rounding the
bend on Old Canyon and seeing our
house come into view. There it stood
glowing in the last fading days of a
bad year, all filled with light, and
the hope that we, the people, of this
planet will evolve, or at least advance
to the point where men cease wearing
shorts year-round.
Now in the winter gloom of
January, we pack away our decorations
inside and out; tinsel, elves, bows
and bobbles, angels, tree, and a
manger filled with an eclectic group
of characters. Once I mentioned to
my husband that, “All were welcome
in The Manger.” Now, every year, in
addition to the traditional creche
cast, strange new additions show
up. Random magi arrive such as
crocodiles, clowns, unicorns, an
ostrich, and some plastic Happy Face
figures come to worship. Where they
come from I do not know, appearing
secretly overnight like the monoliths.
Sometimes I see a smile cross Mike’s
face but when questioned, he denies
any knowledge of the new pilgrims.
So far, in keeping with the spirt of
Christmas, everyone, from dinosaur
to little lamb, seem to get along.
Sadly, such is not the case with
our country on this sixth day of
January 2001. As I’m boxing up my

treasures, dismantling the manger,
there is suddenly chaos erupting in
our nation’s Capitol. While innocent
birds fly high above, a mob, the
anger, hate, and anarchy we feared
was coming, arrived, and raised up
cheering its own misguided guile.
If only I could pack up all the ugly
things, all our bitterness and gall and
lock them secretly away, safe until
Pandora’s curiosity gets the best of
her again.
Suppose the monoliths are really
arriving to de-evolve us. They could
well have found mankind sadly
lacking, the human race a great
disappointment, an experiment gone
wrong and hence, we will be returned
to some primitive protoplasm. Let
the cats take over.
I beg one more chance. Oh,
brothers and sisters, we are we. And
now, more than ever we need the
guidance of some benevolent higher
being. Let it come in some altruistic
human form, or just a guy with a
banjo, or a unicorn, or spirit from on
high, a strange gleaming cube, or in a
sunset so beautiful it would make us
drop to our knees and cry.
So, the decorations celebrating
“peace on earth and good will
towards men” are put away, the star
on the chimney dimmed, Santa gone
from our yard. Yet one cardboard
monolith still stands, slightly
crooked, shining in the Topanga sun.
Somehow, some way, Happy New
Year!

A Holiday Comic
for the Canyon
Chronicle
Mari Saroka and her family have lived
in Topanga for 14 years. She and her
daughter, Emi, created this holiday comic
to replace the traditional family photo
card. “Sadly,” she says, “the comic is true.
My kids were sent home from college in
March and even though everyone is here
in the house, no one has time for a photo.
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Astrology
Revolution vs. the Status Quo – Sound Familiar?
By Kait Leonard

G

iven 2020 and what we’ve
seen of January 2021, I really
wish I could say something super
positive about February. Here’s
all I got—astrologically speaking,
the worst of 2021 occurred during
the first two weeks of January.
But February is not going to be a
cakewalk either, so let’s start with a
dive in the deep end.
Throughout the month,
Saturn, the planet of government,
structure, and the status quo,
squares off against Uranus, the
planet of revolution. Expect to
see continued uprising against
governmental structures and old
ways of doing things.
To make things even weirder,
Saturn, representative of the old, is
in Aquarius, a sign of innovation.
This isn’t as problematic as it
sounds because Saturn is the
ancient ruler of Aquarius, so it
feels okay in that sign. On the
positive side, it can bring structure
as we try to build a post-2020
world.
BUT…it is pitted against
Uranus, which represents rebels
and sudden change, in Taurus,
a fixed sign that resists change.
Uranus is in its Fall season in
Taurus, so its energy is somewhat
distorted and perhaps weaker than
usual. This could indicate that the
more comfortable Saturn will
dominate the struggle, bringing
some discipline to whatever
uprising is in store.
OR… it could mean that
uncomfortable Uranus is rebelling
in weird and nonproductive ways.
I’m guessing we’re going to see
both sides of this.
Another thing to consider with
Uranus (sudden change) in Taurus
(finances and material stability),
we will see both personal and
global economic upheaval. Expect
continued economic instability
and avoid unnecessary financial
risks.
We’ll see the Uranus square
again on June 14 and December 24,
so the path of 2021 is guaranteed

s

to have its share of bumps.
The other big event during
February is the stellium in
Aquarius. A stellium is when
three or more planets come
together in one sign. Throughout
most of February, there will be
between three and six planets,
plus the asteroid Pallas Athena, in
Aquarius. At its height, the Sun,
Venus, Mercury (retrograding),
Jupiter, Saturn, the New Moon,
and Pallas will combine their
energies in one house. The month
will be intense (to say the least) on
both a personal and global level.
While it’s difficult to predict
how this will play out, there will be
a boatload of energy in Aquarius.
Look to see where Aquarius falls
in your chart. This will reveal the
area of your life that will get hit
with the energy bomb. (Make
sure you look at a birth chart that
is based on your exact time and
place of birth.)
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Many astrologers see stelliums
as positive energy boosts. They’re
not wrong, but they can also bring
a kind of tangled mess. In this one,
we have the Sun shining light and
intense energy; Venus in Aquarius
fostering humanitarian feelings;
Mercury retrograde forcing us to
reconsider issues having to do with
communication and technology.
Given the drama involving
the major social media platforms
in January, this could prove
interesting. Jupiter just wants
everything to be big, so whatever
else is going on, good or bad, it
says, “Yes! More!” Saturn, though,
sets boundaries and says, “No.
Don’t move too fast.”
Jupiter vs. Saturn! Will these
two balance each other or conflict?
The New Moon signals new
beginnings. In Aquarius this could
be a social reset of some kind.
AND…then there’s Pallas
Athena.

Not all astrologers take the
asteroids into account, but in
this crazy stellium in the same
month that Uranus is squaring
Saturn, I think Pallas Athena
is important. This asteroid is
named after the Greek Goddess
of Wisdom and War, who was
born clothed in armor. She
is known to take us through
a period of destruction that
allows for clearing and resetting
our thinking. Only then do we
move on to renewal. So, we have
another indication of upheaval
before we reach sensible
thinking and calm. Don’t forget
that Jupiter is right there making
everything bigger, and Mars in
Taurus is always ready to fight.
Buckle up! February won’t
bring the calm after the storm.
The
monsoon
continues,
though without a doubt, we
are moving in the direction of
better times. n
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Pritchett-Rapf Realtors
TOPANGA

Offices in Malibu & Topanga
(310) 455-4363 • PRTopanga.com
Call for more information!

4 Bed | 5 Bath
Listed at $1,465,000

Hodgson Circle Drive
Listed by Chryssa Lightheart

-

(310) 663-3696

Exciting palatial Spanish-styled home with spellbinding views from every room. Clay tile roof, master bath with steam
shower, spa, tub, gianormous walk-in closets. High ceilings, solid oak floors, super sized deck off master, extra large
fourth bedroom with separate entrance perfect as office, music studio, or room for Mom & Dad. Extraordinary views over
Old Topanga. Open floor plan. Frosted bedroom doors to allow sunlight in the hallway. Fresh paint inside and out. Newly
planted garden. Over-sized 2-car garage, plenty of parking. Oak grove within site. End or the road location. 12 minutes to
Mulholland, Calabasas commons, Trader Joes. So much space to enjoy.

Remodeled Home Perched
Amongst The Trees
Away from the craziness in town, this 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom
home is bathed in natural light with amazing views from every
window. It is the perfect place to get away from it all. Brand new
wrap around decks and outdoor living spaces make the most of
this peaceful environment & take in wide open views. Dramatic
rock formation creates an organic wall visible thru the living room
windows. Walking distance to dog-friendly Red Rock Canyon Park.
Surrounded by nature, the property is fenced & gated with parking
for 6 cars, your dinner guests may never want to leave.

Old Topanga Canyon Rd.

2 Bed + 2 Bath

Listed at $1,099,000
Kirsten Bohman - (310) 403-4818

Vacant Land

GATED HORSE PROPERTY WITH PANORAMIC VIEWS
Corsham Road
$999,000
9.94 acres
William Preston Bowling

AMAZING OCEAN VIEWS AND BOULDER OUTCROPPINGS
Everding Motorway
$699,000
2.53 acres
William Preston Bowling

2-LOT OPPORTUNITY WITH BEAUTIFUL VIEWS
Vesey Road
$85,000
0.49 acre
Christine Kapetan

(310) 428-5085

(310) 428-5085

(310) 804-8336

LOCAL & GLOBAL

Pritchett-Rapf Realtors

CalBRE 00528707

