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MOUNTAINTOP CLOUD VIEW ESTATE

Monumental City, Ocean, and Mountain Views! Get away from it all, but see it all, from
the mountaintop on the border of Topanga and Malibu. Snow capped peaks, the Queen’s
Necklace, Catalina, the Channel Islands, Point Dume. Peace. Nature. Gardens. Dramatic rock
formations. Walk on your 1.5 acres through fruit trees and native chaparral. Relax on 1200
sq ft of Ipe decks, perched in the midst of the nearly 360 views! Warm wood floors, soaring
ceilings, a cozy fireplace, and bright kitchen. First time on the market in 24 years. All just
minutes to the beach, Topanga Village, Malibu, and the city.

21630 SADDLE PEAK ROAD
$2.499M | 5 BED | 5 BATH | 3400 SQ FT | 1.5 ACRES
READY TO SEE HOW DIFFERENT THE CURATED WHITE GLOVE COMPASS APPROACH IS TO SELLING REAL ESTATE? UTILIZING
THE WRIGHT WAY TEAM AND OUR ACCESS TO COMPASS PRIVATE EXCLUSIVES, COMPASS CONCIERGE, COMPASS BRIDGE
LOANS, AND MANY OTHER AMAZING SERVICES, WILL CHANGE HOW YOU HAVE EVER EXPERIENCED THE REAL ESTATE
PROCESS. THERE IS A REASON WHY COMPASS HAS BEEN THE #1 BROKERAGE IN TOPANGA 3 YEARS RUNNING, AND WHY
THE WRIGHT WAY TEAM IS CURRENTLY THE #1 TEAM IN TOPANGA. WE ARE A LOCAL FAMILY TEAM, POWERED BY A
FORWARD THINKING, FAST MOVING, HIGH TOUCH AND HIGH TECHNOLOGY COMPANY, CHANGING THE INDUSTRY FOR THE
BETTER, LEADING FROM THE HEART, AND DELIVERING EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS FOR OUR CLIENTS!

@thewrightwayteam
NUMBER ONE 2021 TOPANGA TEAM. PASSIONATE LOCAL AGENTS. UNPARALLELED MARKETING REACH.
INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY. RESULTS DELIVERED. AN EXPERIENCE LIKE NO OTHER.

Adrian Wright

Jordan Wright

818.939.6415
adrian.wright@compass.com
DRE 00935559

818.746.6987
jordanwright@compass.com
DRE 01952694

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01991628. All material presented herein is intended for informational
purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to the
accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. #1 team position data based on all known closed transaction sides in 90290 as of 08/08/2021 both on and off market.
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Win Some, Lose Some
After a year of publishing a print edition of The Canyon Chronicle, we’ve maintained a website but
not to the scale we need. We have an opportunity now to upgrade it, expand our social media outreach
and take advantage of the technology of the moment. It was, of course, always a goal but that first
year of cranking out 24, 20, and then 16 pages every two weeks was a test to see if we could do it, and
also to see if it was worth it to those of us creating it and to the community supporting it. Did we pass
the tests? Yes and Yes! Our first issue in June 2020 was created in the heat of the pandemic and was
welcomed more than we expected. It never would have seen the light of day without the generosity
of the community, our intrepid writers, and our advertisers. We can now count on our deep Topanga
roots to keep us grounded and nourished.
While we’re at it, let’s have some fun with an introductory “Win-Win” campaign by offering
Giveaways for canyon residents! Starting with this issue, those who sign up for our online newsletter
become eligible to win.
Giveaway 1: Canyon Chronicle Creative Director, Eiffel Nazaryan of EiffelMedia.com, a branding
and web design boutique, will design a new FREE website (worth $800), or redesign an existing
website, for one lucky canyon resident winner. (eiffelmedia.com).
Giveaway 2: Three more residents will be randomly selected to win an American-made Blockit Pocket (Value: $40) that protects your data, your privacy, and your health from mobile phone
radiation. (block-itpocket.com).
Future Giveaways: Sign up for our email newsletter to qualify for future giveaways
and special local announcements. Visit thecanyonchronicle.com for Drawing and Contest Rules.
Attention Topanga businesses! Donate a service, product or, gift certificate and
receive a listing in the “Win-Win” section of thecanyonchronicle.com along with a
photo of you and your winner. Contact: editor@thecanyonchronicle.com.

editor@thecanyonchronicle.com
General inquiries:
info@thecanyonchronicle.com
Advertising inquiries:
ads@thecanyonchronicle.com
P.O. Box 1101
Topanga, CA 90290
(310) 460-9786
Follow us on Instagram @thecanyonchronicle,
& Facebook and twitter @CanyonChronicle

The Canyon Chronicle is an
independent community newspaper
published bi-weekly by Canyon Media,
Inc.©2020. All rights reserved.
thecanyonchronicle.com

In this issue

T o p a n g a’ s I n d e p e n d e n t Vo i c e S i n c e 19 7 6
August 20, 2021 • Vol. 2, No. 16

Dog Days of August are still with us as our Cover Dog, Pumpernickel, indicates and joins Missy,
Alfie and Olive on Page 10. On Page 11, in “Cat and Mouse Days of Summer,” one cat has his say
(mostly snores) thanks to Kathie Gibboney from her corner of the canyon. There’s also a lot of news
to catch up on—the Virtual Evacuation Drill; Jane Terjung’s treatise on “Sheltering in Place” in a fire
(perish the thought); and state and local government hard at work. Chabad of Topanga is preparing
for the High Holy Days of Rosh Hashanah (Sept. 6) and Yom Kippur (Sept. 15); and the Topanga
Christian Fellowship is gathering for worship on August 29. There’s a bit more.

The Deadly Datura
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While I was recently mooning over moonflowers in the July 23 issue of The Canyon Chronicle,
Suzanne Guldimann, writer for Topanga New Times sounded the alarm over the deadly Datura.
The plants are often confused because they look alike. The differences are that the Datura has an
unpleasant smell, unlike moonflowers, which have a light lemony fragrance; Datura leaves are arrowshaped as opposed to heart-shaped moonflower leaves; and their seeds are covered in spiky burrs. My
paramour, alas, was also not a vine. Three out of four indicators say it was Datura. I was seduced by
the fragrance but the leaves and seed pods were the giveaway.
Thank you Suzanne for enlightening us about this “sacred medicinal plant of the Chumash people,”
and that it “contains a potent cocktail of deadly tropane alkaloid poisons, including atropine and
scopolamine. Admire the flowers,” she advises, “but use caution around this potentially deadly plant.”
We’re happy to pass along the advice. There’s something to be said for having two newspapers in a
small town. Topanga now has the equivalent of a weekly newspaper, able to share more of Topanga’s
mystique to our readers and exposure for our advertisers.
Oddly enough, on the day the Topanga New Times appeared in my mailbox, the Datura plant
had disappeared. Gone, as if it had never been there. Maybe there was a new gardener in the
neighborhood. I hope they were careful.

Chronicle Cover dog, Pumpernickel, has many
nicknames and knows them all, especially when
his best friends, Morgan and Matthew, speak
them. Like most exceptional dogs (aren’t they
all!), he has them well trained and all it took was
non-stop puppy love from the moment he came
home. Life is good.

News
Virtual Evacuation Drill
About 500 Topangans
participated in the Topanga
Canyon/Sunset Mesa Online
Virtual Evacuation Drill on
Thursday, August 12 to educate
residents about fire safety.
By Annemarie Donkin
The Palisades Fire and recent Tuna
and the Las Flores fires caused fear and
stress among Canyon residents and
highlighted the life-saving importance
of always being ready to evacuate.
Because of COVID restrictions,
an online drill was held on Thursday,
August 12, as a realistic fire scenario
which progresses during the event—
resulting in the “evacuation” of
residents by zones.
The 2021 Virtual Topanga Fire
Evacuation Drill featured active
instruction from first responders
from L.A. County Fire (LACoFD);
the Lost Hills/Malibu Sheriff ’s
Department; California Highway
Patrol; the Office of Emergency
Management (OEM); and the L.A.
County Department of Animal Care
and Control (DACC).
Organizers said that about 750
people registered and about 500
people viewing during the actual
drill. Participation was encouraged
and a mark of its success were the
more than 256 questions posted
during the drill that provided an

opportunity for residents to ask
questions and receive feedback
directly from fire department and
law enforcement officials.
The “Maria Fire”
Emphasizing that this was only a drill,
the “Maria Fire” scenario began with
a notice from the Topanga Coalition
for Emergency Preparedness (TCEP)
Emergency Status Updates (http://
www.t-cep.org) that a fire at Santa
Maria Road and “Dirt” Mulholland
had started about 5 p.m. The first
dispatch from TCEP-Emergency
Alert read, “A Red Flag Warning is
in effect for the Topanga Area from 5
p.m. this evening, Thursday, Aug. 12,
through 6 p.m., Friday, Aug. 13 for
the Los Angeles and Ventura County
mountains and valleys due to gusty
northeast winds and low relative
humidity. North to northeast winds
gusting between 40 and 55 MPH,
with gusts 65 to 80 MPH predicted.
Humidity will also remain between
8 and 12 percent across the area.
IMPACTS: If fire ignition occurs,
conditions are favorable for rapid fire
and spread and extreme fire behavior
which would threaten life and
property.” (Read the entire dispatch
for the Aug. 12 Virtual Evacuation
Drill at t-cep.org.)
Assistant Fire Chief Drew Smith
of the Los Angeles County Fire
Department, Division 7, reported
that this would start as a “First

After-Action Report shows progression of the “Maria Fire.” (TCEP)

Alarm” fire meaning that engines
from the City of Los Angeles would
send fifty engines with air assets,
four to six rotary helicopters and
fixed wing air support; the fire would
be 100-plus acres at this time.
“Our number one value is the life
component,” Chief Smith emphasized
throughout the drill, meaning that
evacuations are the best way to save
your life and those of your loved ones.
For the “Maria Fire,” considered to be
the “worst case” scenario for Topanga
Canyon, Smith said there would
be “hard closures” on all the roads,
and Topanga’s northern Zones 1, 2
and 3 would be ordered to evacuate
north to Woodland Hills as the fire
moved south. Later, Zones 4 through
10 would be ordered to evacuate
south to PCH and to Santa Monica.
(Zone 10 East & West was added to
the nine Topanga Zones to include
Sunset Mesa located east and west of
Topanga at PCH).
Evacuation centers would be Taft
High School in Woodland Hills to the

north and Palisades High School in
Pacific Palisades. Large animals would
be evacuated north to L.A. Pierce
College in Woodland Hills and small
animals to the Los Angeles County
Animal Shelter in Agoura Hills.
At this point, Captain Smith said
a Command Post would be set up in
a safe location to conduct the “Maria
Fire” with assistance from the CHP,
OEM, the Sheriff ’s Department, and
Animal Care and Control.
Deputy Michael Cerveny of the
Lost Hills Sheriff ’s Department said
that at this point, field officers would
be dispatched throughout the canyon
to alert residents to the emergency
and to the issued Evacuation Order.
“Once an evacuation is determined,
we would issue evacuation notices
to residents,” Deputy Cerveny said.
“We do this by knocking on doors,
loud speakers and sirens depending
on the area and locations. For the
SAGES and the elderly, we can assist
those who cannot evacuate on their
own. This would become a “mutual

Shelter In Place During a Wildfire
By Jane Terjung
Jane Terjung has some timely tips in
her “Bathroom Bunker Edition” of
emergency preparedness.
Now that we’ve been advised that
sheltering in place (SIP) may be our
only choice during a wildfire, what is
the next step? The safest step is what
the fire department has been telling
us: Leave Early! However, what if
they issue a Shelter In Place order?
How and where will we shelter
in place? We can’t afford to build a
zombie-proof bunker, so instead we
researched how to shelter as safely
as possible. We spoke to firemen,
googled our butts off, and doublechecked my notes from Fire Chief
Drew Smith’s remarks during the
last three Topanga Emergency
Management Task Force meetings
(TEMTF).
Survival Tips If You Are Trapped
•Shelter away from outside walls.
•Bring garden hoses inside house so
embers don’t destroy them.
•Patrol inside your home for spot
fires and extinguish them. Wear
long sleeves and long pants made
of natural fibers such as cotton.
Stay hydrated.
•Ensure you can exit the home if it
catches fire (remember if it’s hot

4

inside the house, it is four to five
times hotter outside).
•Fill sinks and tubs for an
emergency water supply. Place wet
towels under doors to keep smoke
and embers out.
•After the fire has passed, check
your roof and extinguish any fires,
sparks or embers.
•Check inside attic for embers.
•Patrol your property, extinguish
small fires. Call 911 if there are
fires you can’t extinguish with
a small amount of water or in a
short period of time. (fire.ca.gov/
media/4996/readysetgo_plan.pdf)
The Bathroom Bunker
Our Bunker of Choice is our
bathroom with the smallest window,
a bathtub and a place under the sink
to store supplies.
•Plywood to cover window
•Fire extinguisher
•Large fire blanket to throw over
kitty carriers if window blows
•NOAA AM FM Radio
•Airhorn (in case we need to signal
for help)
•Gloves, hat, helmet, goggles,
respirator, N95masks, firemen’s
jacket and pants (in case window
blows & for venturing outside)
• Garden hose, nozzle (if we need
to put out spot-fires after the wall
o’ fire passes)
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• Pliers, miscellaneous tools,
lantern, drinking water, and our
“Go Bags” full of meds, etc.
For reference, Bill put what we
actually bought on a web page,
plus links to the items we bought:
janeterjung.org/ShelterInPlace.
Trapped In Your Car? Like our
house, inside our car is safer than
outside our car. At the last TEMTF
meeting, we learned from Fire Chief
Smith that those Public Refuge Areas
listed on the Topanga Zone Map
would not be safe if we were outside
of our car. Temperatures from the
fire blasting through are just too high
to survive. Since our Toyota Manual
was missing a section on Surviving
Wildfires, we found:
•Car Survival Tips
•Get car close to a barrier or wall if

possible
•Hunker down on the floor
•Cover yourself with a blanket
•Keep the engine running
•Your tires might explode but
stay inside the car. If you get
out, you’ll never be able to stay
ahead of the fire.
We also stowed two fire blankets
under our seats to throw over us and
the kitty carriers. We always carry a
fire extinguisher for those pesky car
accident fires that love to shoot up
brush-covered roadway hillsides.
Hey! Let’s Live To See Life On Mars!
Sources
Ready! Set! Go! fire.ca.gov/
media/4996/readysetgo_plan.pdf
(see page 9 for SIP)
National Association of Counties
(NACO). naco.org/sites/default/files/
documents/SIP_for_web.pdf (see page
5 for SIP)
Safehome.org researches, reviews
and recommends safety solutions.
safehome.org/resources/wildfiresafety-guide/ (has SIP and Car Info)
Homeland Security Digital Library.
hsdl.org/?view&did=489474
“Sheltering-In-Place, Is It A Viable
Option?” by Ron Lindroth is an
interesting 2005 study on SIP that
is often cited and is well worth the
read. n

aid,” operation where we call in
support from Lancaster to San
Dimas to get more personnel and
additional manpower.”
Captain Dennis Ford of the
West Valley CHP said his agency
would be enforcing the hard road
closures at Topanga Canyon Blvd.
and Mulholland to the north and
TCB at PCH to the south. “The CHP
is committed to helping the Sheriff ’s
Department with the evacuation,”
Captain Ford said. “We need to block
access to TCB completely and keep
one lane open for emergencies and
one for the evacuation of residents.
Life safety is always our number one
priority. The road is used for fire
incidents and it is unsafe to allow
residents access; one accident can
derail firefighting efforts and bring

the road to a standstill.”
Sergeant Paul Maradiaga of Los
Angeles County Department of
Animal Care and Control urged
all residents to have a plan in place
for evacuation. “For large animals,
you would go to Pierce College in
Woodland Hills,” he said. “For a rapidly
moving fire, do not release animals on
the main road, shelter in place and
keep your animals secure…do not
turn your horses loose! Instead, have
them microchipped and have a leather
halter on them with information.” Sgt.
Maradiaga said small animals would
go to the county animal shelter in
Agoura Hills.
Just as it would happen in an
active incident, the “Maria Fire” was
updated every hour on the radio and
the TCEP Emergency Alert website.

The Topanga Town Council Tips Its Hat to the Town!
Dozens of Topanga’s dedicated volunteers
donated many hours this year in helping to
bring the community together for the county’s
Topanga-Sunset Mesa Virtual Fire Drill that
was held on August 12. The success of this
event is demonstrated by more than 750
people who registered for the online drill. It
is exactly this collective spirit that is needed
for Topanga to survive a real wildfire—more
so now than ever before—because the reality
is that we are all in this together.
We thank all those who participated in this
effort to make Topanga a safer place to call
home. Special acknowledgment goes to the
sponsors of the drill: Los Angeles County’s Fire
Department, OEM, Third District Supervisor’s
Office, Sheriff’s Department, CHP, Animal Care
& Control, and the volunteers of the Topanga
Town Council and TCEP.
If you missed the drill, you can view a

recording of it on OneTopanga.com. The
online presentation covers: How a big wildfire
progresses in the canyon; How to get alerts;
How and when the canyon is given evacuation
warnings and orders; Where to take your large
and small animals; What happens when the
power goes out; How to get accurate and
timely updates; How the fire and sheriffs’
departments determine repopulating the town,
and much more.
The Town Council and other special donors—
IQAir, iEvac, LA County, and TCEP—donated
items for the winners who participated in the
drill’s survey raffle. Donations such as room
purifiers, smoke-fire escape hood and cape,
fire escape ladder, portable solar charger, cell
phone charger sticks emphasized critical items
needed to prepare their home and family for a
disastrous event.
—Stacy Sledge

The final statistics were sobering:
On Aug. 12 at 11 p.m., there was an
evacuation order for zones 1-10. The
fire reached PCH at Tuna by 11 p.m.,
burning approximately 12,000 acres
with 10 percent containment. About
7,000 structures were threatened and
the number of structures damaged or
destroyed was unknown. According
to LACoFD, assigned resources were
500 engines with 40 hand crews, eight
helicopters and four air tankers with
approximately 2,500 firefighters and
personnel on scene.
“Once the fire was out,
repopulation after a major fire event
could take days or weeks,” Deputy
Cerveny said. “This is taken very,
very seriously with roadblocks,
dangerous debris, landslides, and
rocks; there will be no power. If we
open too early, it would leave your
home unprotected. To get back in,
you must have either a Topanga
Access Card or have photo ID with
your physical address.”
Because the power would be out,
Dave Ford with Southern California
Edison (SCE) said residents should
have multiple sources of information,
including radios and/or car radios.
Ford spoke of the repopulation
challenge in terms of the evacuation
drill: “SCE has been cleared to request
access for a parcel of land north of
restoration planning to reenergize our
circuits,” he said, adding that power
would be provided at the shelters with
cell phone chargers available where
customers have been housed.
Captain Dennis Ford of the

West Valley CHP said life safety is
the most important thing and the
CHP will not open roads until it is
safe. “It would involve Caltrans,” he
said. “Every incident is different and
represents different risks.
Assistant Chief Drew Smith
addressed the question of “how do
we prepare?”
“The fire department, OEM, public
works, law enforcement, and TCEP, all
work together,” he said. “Fire agencies
meet monthly and we have robust drills
throughout year; we emphasize public
safety during a wildfire. We devote
a significant amount of resources to
make us better during many years
of fighting fires in the Santa Monica
Mountains. We are proactive with
public safety being the most important
thing during the worst-case scenarios.
Thank you for your participation.
Everyone knows we are taking this
very seriously, that is why you are here
and why we are here.”
Follow-up and Preparation
To prepare for a fire or earthquake
emergency, please download and
review your copy of either the “Ready!
Set! Go!” guide from LACoFD or the
“County of Los Angeles Emergency
Survival Guide,” (https://fire.lacounty.
gov); or the “Topanga Disaster
Survival Guide,” (t-cep.org). The
Resource Conservation District of
the Santa Monica Mountains also
provides information on the free
Home Hardening and the Home
Ignition Zone Evaluation Program
(rcdsmm.org). n

Supervisors Pass Motion to Close Homeless
Encampments in High Fire Zones
By Annemarie Donkin

On Aug. 10, the L.A. County
Board of Supervisors moved
to address the critical issues of
cooking/camp fires in homeless
encampments in very high fire
hazard severity zones.
On Red Flag Days in the Santa
Monica
Mountains,
members
of Arson Watch in Topanga and
Malibu are on high alert for signs
of fire. A homeless encampment
cooking fire was implicated in at
least one fire, the recent Las Flores
fire in Tuna Canyon that threatened
nearby homes.
The Cities of Los Angeles and
Malibu already have ordinances
on the books regarding homeless
encampments during Red Flag
days but the latest motion is an
opportunity for Los Angeles County’s
unincorporated areas to prevent
fires in Very High Fire Hazard
Severity Zones (VHFHSZ) including
Topanga.
The motion, authored by
Supervisors Sheila Kuehl and Kathryn
Barger, states in part: “Wildfires
are a frequent natural disaster in

encampments, ensuring that no
individual is criminalized simply for
not having a home.”
The job of enforcing the motion
to eliminate campfires in the brushy
wildland of Malibu and Topanga
will fall on the shoulders of L.A.
County Sheriff ’s Department, the
L.A. County Fire Department, and
LAHSA.
“We’re working with our partners
at the County to develop a plan,
but whatever shape that takes, it
will likely be in alignment with our
best practices for addressing street
The Supervisors’ motion regarding homeless encampments during Red Flag days is
encampments,” wrote a spokesperson
an opportunity for the County’s unincorporated areas to to prevent fires in High Fire
for LAHSA. (lahsa.org)
Zones, including Topanga.
Meanwhile, Lieutenant James
California, causing significant harm states. “As more people, both housed Braden of the Los Angeles County
and loss to individuals, communities, and unhoused, live within high fire Sheriff ’s Department at Malibu/Lost
wildlife and great swaths of natural zones, the risk of fires starting and Hills, said they are already in the field
landscape; the frequency, duration causing harm and loss of life has also talking with the homeless in the Santa
and size of wildfires have increased increased. To mitigate the risk of fires, Monica Mountains and Malibu.
over the last several decades.”
the L.A. County Fire Department
“Deputies started passing out fire
The ordinance would require (LACoFD) should prohibit homeless safety pamphlets along the coastline
identification
of
homeless encampments in Unincorporated to McDonald’s on PCH, at Big Rock,
encampments and elimination of County areas designated as “Very Tuna Canyon, Topanga Canyon Blvd.,
those camps to prevent fires largely High Fire Hazard Severity Zones.”
the Rodeo Grounds and hiking back
due to cooking and camping.
The motion also states in part: “All into the Canyon,” Braden said. “Malibu
“While many People Experiencing necessary efforts to connect PEH in has a similar resolution, what with
Homelessness (PEH) live in our these regions to resources should drought and all the fire conditions that
urban centers, a growing number be led by the Los Angeles Housing are ripe for massive fires.” n
have taken refuge in more remote, Services Authority’s (LAHSA) best For more information: https://lasd.org/
mountainous regions,” the motion practices for addressing street malibu-lost-hills
August 20 • Vol. 2 No. 16
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GOVERNMENT AT WORK
Aliso Canyon Plan ‘Unwise and Unsafe’

S

tate Senator Henry Stern (D-Los Angeles),
representing the district containing the Aliso
Canyon natural gas storage facility in Los Angeles,
wrote to the Public Utilities Commission (PUC)
calling its recent ruling to expand the natural
gas storage capacity of the facility, rather than
closing it, “unwise and unsafe.”
The public has called for the closure of the
facility ever since October 23, 2015, when
a gas leak, started from well SS-25 at SoCal
Gas’ Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility,
released more than 100,000 metric tons of
methane, a potent greenhouse gas.
As a result, nearby public schools had to be

closed during the leak to protect the children
and staff, and literally thousands of people in the
surrounding communities had to temporarily
move during the leak to protect their and their
loved ones’ health from the pollution.
Due to the incident, many have called for
the facility’s closure, including Senator Stern
and his predecessor, former Senator Fran
Pavley.
“[Your recent ruling] suggests the possibility
of raising, not reducing, the maximum
authorized natural gas storage capacity at the
Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility. All
other alternatives and options must be fully

explored to ensure natural gas storage levels
are not increased,” Stern stated.
The letter was written in response to a
Phase 2 and Phase 3 Scoping Memo and
Ruling dated July 9, 2021, to maintain existing
limitations on storage facility capacity.
“The PUC has a clear mandate by Governor
Newsom to shut down Aliso Canyon to protect
health, safety and climate. Talk of expanding
this dangerous gas facility is a slap in the face
to all Californians suffering daily now from
the climate emergency and drought, wildfires,
and heat waves,” said Food & Water Watch
California Director Alexandra Nagy. n

Sen. Henry Stern Takes On Climate Emergency Bills
Fires, Extreme Heat, and Grid
Resilience are coming to a
critical vote, plus bills on wildlife
corridors, oil & gas reform, and an
electric vehicle czar.

S

tate Senator Henry Stern (D-Los Angeles)
led a diverse coalition in Sacramento
seeking immediate funding and long-term
solutions to the climate disasters facing
California when the Legislature reconvenes
on August 16 following its summer recess.
“We need to start planning and building
visionary projects right now,” said the secondterm Senator, who chairs the Senate Natural
Resources & Water Committee and the
Joint Legislative Committee on Emergency
Management. Stern lost his own home in the
Woolsey Fire of 2018.
A United Nations report released August
9, called for “immediate, rapid and sustained
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions” in
order to limit global temperature rise and
eventually reverse the effects of climate
change.
All of the bills will come before the
Assembly Appropriations Committee; the
only exception to that is AB 585, which
will come before the Senate Appropriations
Committee.
SB 63, The Wildfire Resilience through
Community and Ecology Act, will establish
a Fire Resiliency Corps at the state and
neighborhood level and is designed to link
with President Biden’s Civilian Climate Corps
proposal and Governor Newsom’s proposal
to offer California-based service work in
evangelical service in exchange for debt-free
college education in California.
SB 533, the Power Shutoff Prevention
& Disclosure Act, forces utilities to disclose
in their wildfire mitigation plans the energy
circuits prone to public safety power shutoff
(PSPS) events and their plans to reduce the
risks and impacts of PSPS events.
AB 585 (L. Rivas–Stern) creates the
Extreme Heat and Community Resilience
Program to address extreme heat and the urban
heat island effect (UHIE) and provide financial
help to local communities that want to improve
resilience to extreme heat and UHIE.
“We have yet to work out the details around
how we’re going to spend nearly a billion dollars
in fire prevention money and deal with the
extreme heat that is devastating the vulnerable
populations in communities up and down the
state,” said Stern. “Those are two critical areas
where there is a lot of work left to do.”

d
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Senator Henry Stern opposes expansion of the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility rather than
closing it as has been widely called forin Los Angeles

SB 423, the Grid Reliability through
Clean Energy Act, addresses the growing
risk of extreme heat and wildfire on the grid,
requiring the state’s energy agencies to provide
a more flexible mix of zero carbon power, like
offshore wind, geothermal, solar, and longduration storage to replace less reliable fossil
fuel plants that have shut down during recent
heat waves. “Diversity is resilience, and green
is the only way to prevent a blacked-out
future,” noted Stern.
SB 582, the Climate Emergency
Mitigation,
Safe
Restoration,
Just
Resilience Act, is perhaps the most ambitious
climate bill ever introduced in California. It
would double the state’s 2030 climate goals,
and demand net negative, “restorative” scales
of greenhouse gas reduction by 2035. Climate
restoration would actually reverse warming
trends through carbon removal through new
innovations like zero emission direct air
capture, mineralization of CO2 into cement,
and kelp forest treatments to capture blue
carbon from the increasingly acidified ocean.
SB 551, Electric Vehicle Czar to Drive
Down Costs of Zero Emission Vehicles
(ZEVs)
for
Working
Californians,
Supercharge
Manufacturing
and
Infrastructure, would help simplify both
investment in and purchasing of electric
vehicles and infrastructure. Stern and the
broad coalition backing the bill believe this
will position the Governor for success in the
ambitious goal to completely electrify the
vehicle fleet by 2035.
“The clean vehicle economy and related
manufacturing and infrastructure upgrades
will not only restore clean air for all, it will

credit

be the biggest job creator in California for the
coming decade,” said Stern.
California is home to 34 ZEV manufacturers
providing 70,000 direct and indirect related
jobs. There are more ZEVs on the road
in California than the rest of the country
combined, but with 27 million registered
fossil-fueled cars and trucks in California, the
state has a ways to go.
SB 406, The Neighborhood Oil & Gas
Drilling Community Rights Act, gives
renters and unhoused residents living near
oil and gas sites like Aliso Canyon and
the oil fields of Los Angeles, the right to
file complaints with state regulators at the
California Geologic Energy Management
Division (CalGEM) that manages the state’s
more than 200,000 oil and gas wells, more
than 13,000 of which are in L.A. County and
date back to the early 1900s. An estimated
250,000 Angelenos live within half a mile of
an active oil or gas extraction site. ProPublica
found that environmental compliance records
for these sites to be largely hidden from view
on CalGEM’s “Well Finder” website.
SB 790, the Keep California Wild Act,
ensures that as we build more transportation
and housing, and as climate change threatens
biodiversity, we keep California’s wildlife
thriving with habitat connectivity projects like
the Liberty Canyon Wildlife Corridor. Since
2018, there have been about 7,000 vehicle
crashes a year in California involving large
wildlife, costing drivers and government more
than $1 billion over the last three years.
To learn more about new highway
crossings: calmatters.org/politics/2021/07/
california-wildlife-crossings.

News
Court Rules FCC was ‘Arbitrary and Capricious’

I

n the global battle against
runaway technology, Children’s
Health Defense (CHD) and the
Environmental
Health
Trust
(EHT) proclaimed victory in an
August 13, 2021 ruling by the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit judges in favor of
environmental health groups and
petitioners.
The court held that the FCC
failed to respond to “record evidence
that exposure to RF radiation...
may cause negative health effects
unrelated to cancer,” and that the
agency demonstrated “a complete
failure to respond to comments
concerning environmental harm
caused by RF radiation.”
Local activist, Julie Levine of 5G
Free California (5gfreecalifornia.
org) responded to the ruling:
“This win clearly shows that the
evidence of harm from wireless
radiation is real, and can no longer
be ignored by the FCC and other
government agencies with ties to
the telecom industry. For those
of us who are already sick from
microwave radiation, this decision
brings hope for future relief from
harm and mitigation for others. I
personally invested in this lawsuit
and was honored to host one of the
litigants, Dafna Tachover, Esq. for a
year and a half while she worked on
this lawsuit.”
“A year of hard work paid off in
one of the two cases CHD currently

5G Mini Cell Towers—“Junk Yards On A Pole”—Will Affect Your Lifestyle More Than You Know activistpost.com

has against the FCC,” said Tachover,
Director of CHD’s 5G and Wireless
Harms Project, in a statement after
the ruling. “This case challenged
the FCC’s radiofrequency emissions
guidelines, the health and safety
guidelines for wireless technology
and 5G. (wearetheevidence.us)
“We are delighted that the court
upheld the rule of law and found that
the FCC must provide a reasoned
record of review for the thousands
of pages of scientific evidence
submitted by EHT and many other

expert authorities in this precedentsetting case. No agency is above
the law. The American people are
well served,” said Dr. Devra Davis,
president of EHT.
In overturning the FCC
determination, the court wrote
that the commission cannot rely
on agencies like the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) if the
FDA’s conclusions are provided
without explanation. The court
further noted that the FCC failed
to respond to approximately 200

comments on the record by people
who experienced illness or injury
from electromagnetic radiation
sickness.”
Download the August 13,
2021 United States Court Of
Appeals, District Of Columbia
Circuit Environmental Health
Trust, Et Al., Petitioners V. Federal
Communications Commission And
United States Of America. (cadc.
uscourts.gov/internet/opinions.nsf/
FB976465BF00F8BD85258730004E
FDF7/$file/20-1025-1910111.pdf) n

3130 Voltaire | $1,199,950
Beautiful single story 3 bedroom, 2 bath
home on a quiet cul de sac street in
desirable Viewridge, featuring a an open
floor plan with high vaulted ceilings
and hardwood floors. The living room
contains a fireplace and large windows
that capture the front gardens. The
bright sunny eat in kitchen has sweet
garden windows, custom tile and ample
cabinetry. A luxurious master suite with
his and hers walk in closets and an a spa
bath with a dual sink vanity, oversized
custom shower and jetted tub. A large
bonus room and loft add over 500 sq. ft.
and a separate Art Studio complete this
fantastic property. Located in the Santa
Monica Mountains with access to miles
of hiking and biking trails just minutes
to restaurants, shopping and beautiful
Malibu beaches.

Lisa Saver
CalBre Lic.#01203202

310.455.2540
Mobile 310.804.8607
TopangaHomesOnline.com

2336 N.
Topanga
Canyon Blvd
$459,000
Beautiful approx. 3.36 acre building
site with canyon views. Located
behind custom electric gates with
two other Architectural estates,
Paved street, utilities close by.
Room for spacious estate, horses,
guest house, or barn. fifteen
minutes to PCH and 10 minutes to
the 101. Out of Coastal. gentle
upslope. APN # 4434-012-011.

Sotheby’s International Realt y and the Sotheby’s
International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered)
service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s
International Realty, Inc. If your property is listed with a
real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to
solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy
to work with them and cooperate fully.
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WORSHIP SERVICES
Topanga
Christian
Fellowship
Church

What Is Rosh Hashanah?

B

ecause of a conflict with Labor
Day weekend (September 4-6),
Topanga Christian Fellowship will
hold the September “First Sunday”
service on August 29, at 6 p.m. in the
parking lot.
Pastor John Klein will officiate.
You can also hear Pastor John every
Sunday by joining his live streaming
ministry. Contact him at jpklein1@
gmail.com.
The church complies with CDC
guidelines of social distancing, and
requests that congregants wear masks.
Come and enjoy the Worship, the
Word, and the Fellowship.
Topanga Christian Fellowship
is located at 269 Old Topanga
Canyon Road, Topanga, CA 90290.
For information: (310) 455-1048;
topangachristianfellowship.org.

Alcoholics Anonymous
Weekly Meetings:
Fridays: 12 & 12 Study, 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Sundays: Big Book Study, 6-7 p.m.

By Rabbi Y. Dovid Weiss

T

he Jewish New Year, anniversary of
the creation of Adam and Eve, a day of
judgment and coronation and sounding of the
shofar . . .
What: Rosh Hashanah is the birthday of
the universe, the day G‑d created Adam and
Eve, and it is celebrated as the head of the
Jewish year.
When: The first two days of the Jewish
new year, Tishrei 1 and 2, beginning at
sundown on the eve of Tishrei 1. Rosh
Hashanah 2021 begins at sundown on
September 6 and continues through nightfall
on September 8.
How: Candle lighting in the evenings,
festive meals with sweet delicacies
during the night and day, prayer services
that include the sounding of the ram’s
horn (shofar) on both mornings, and
desisting from creative work (See our
calendar for details).

0-=

[
J o i n C h a b a d o f To p a n g a f o r i n s p i r a t i o n a l

HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICES
With Meaning and Melody
in the Open Fresh Air of our Topanga Garden

[

ROSH HASHANAH BEGINS
Monday, Sept. 6, 2020
YOM KIPPUR BEGINS
Wednesday, Sept. 15, 2020

[
There is NO CHARGE for seats; your
donation is greatly appreciated.

• No Membership Fees
or Tickets
• No Affiliation Necessary
• Traditional and
Inspirational Services
• Hebrew / English
Prayer-Books
• Warm and Friendly
Atmosphere

C H A B A D O F T O PA N G A
1 4 5 9 O l d To p a n g a C a n y o n R d .

C h a b a d o f To p a n g a . c o m | 3 1 0 . 4 5 5 . 1 5 9 7
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The Jewish New Year, Rosh Hashanah
actually means “Head of the Year.” Just like
the head controls the body, our actions on
Rosh Hashanah have a tremendous impact on
the rest of the year. As we read in the Rosh
Hashanah prayers, each year on this day “all
inhabitants of the world pass before G‑d like
a flock of sheep,” and it is decreed in the
heavenly court “who shall live, and who shall
die…; who shall be impoverished and who
shall be enriched; who shall fall and who
shall rise.”
It is a day of prayer, a time to ask the
Almighty to grant us a year of peace,
prosperity and blessing. It is also a joyous
day when we proclaim G‑d King of the
Universe. The Kabbalists teach that the
continued existence of the universe depends
on G‑d’s desire for a world, a desire that is
renewed when we accept His kingship anew
each year on Rosh Hashanah.
Greetings: On the first night of Rosh
Hashanah, wish a male, “Leshanah
tovah tikatev vetichatem;” for a
female say, “Leshanah tovah tikatevee
vetichatemee” (“May you be inscribed
and sealed for a good year”).
At other times, wish them a “Gemar
chatimah tovah” (“A good inscription and
sealing [in the Book of Life]”).
Chabad of Topanga Jewish Center is
located at 1459 Old Topanga Canyon Rd.,
Topanga, CA 90290. For information:
ChabadofTopanga.com; Office: (310) 4551597; Cell: (310) 920-5900.

ENVIRONMENT
Late Summer Orphans
There is a vehement outcry
against squirrels this
year that are razing local
gardens from fruit trees to
home-grown veggies. The
California Wildlife Center
(CWC), however, is doing
what they are meant to do:
saving orphaned wildlife, even
squirrels, who are among
several species that give birth
multiple times a year.

W

hile most animals are born
in the spring in Southern
California, we do have a few species
that will give birth multiple times a
year. Some species that we commonly
see are also able to give birth yearround due to our temperate climate.
Eastern Fox squirrels like this
young orphaned kit, generally give
birth twice a year—once around
February and again around now. The
fall squirrels do not come in the same
numbers as the spring squirrels,
but they are reliable harbingers of
coming autumnal temperatures and
shortening days. Squirrels build
two nests in the trees, constructed
primarily of leaves. That way if one
of their nests is destroyed by tree
trimmers, wind, or predators, they
can move their young to another
nest. After windstorms we generally
see an increase in the numbers of

orphaned squirrels found—they may
blow out of their nests and a human
finds them before their mother.
We generally advise, whenever
possible, for the finder to attempt to
return the squirrel to their dray (the
name for a group of squirrels). While
we have a very high success rate
with orphan squirrels, we can never
replace the care or type of nutrition
that a mother can give. At this young
age, he needs to be fed five times a
day from sunrise to sunset.
Virginia opossums will also give
birth twice a year. Hummingbirds,
Mourning Doves and Band-tailed
Pigeons will all give birth yearround. There is a larger surge of
young being born in the spring but
we do get to see them in smaller
numbers throughout the year.
This Band-tailed pigeon was
brought to us by a CWC volunteer
from the West Valley animal shelter
in Chatsworth. He’s healthy but needs
more time to become fully feathered
(you can still see his downy baby
feathers in those whisps) and flighted
before he can survive on his own.
The survival rate for second
season animals is likely lower. The
mothers have less nutrition to give
their young and heat stress can be
a detrimental factor. Additionally,
there are some late summer diseases
that take advantage of immune
systems already depressed by heat.
West Nile Virus can thwart both late
season American Crows and second

This this young orphaned squirrel kit
needs to be fed five times a day from
sunrise to sunset.

This Band-tailed Pigeon flew the
coop too early. He needs more time to
become fully feathered.

season squirrels as can specific types
of parasites such as mites, feather
lice, and coccidia.
Every year we also receive late
songbirds. As many of these are
migratory species, we take special
care with them. We put them under
even more scrutiny than our other
orphans, as they will need to be old
enough to be released in time to move
with the rest of their species in the

great migration of birds that occurs
twice a year. We are extra proactive
with their health to ensure they have
a quick and smooth time with us.
As the earth warms, migratory
patterns for all animals are changing.
This climate change also affects
when animals are born and when
they need to move as their food
sources may be born, go to seed, or
bloom at different times than they
have for thousands of years.
Many reptiles and fish use
incubation time to determine the sex
of their offspring. When the world is
even a few degrees warmer, it means
that different proportions of sexes
are being born than before, which
will likely result in an imbalance
for future procreation. A surfeit of
females or males may mean the end
of a species.
Conservation Note: Glue traps,
sheets, or boards, are a menace to
wildlife. The CWC urges everyone to
never use them. Instead, work with a
reputable pest control company that
does not use glue traps or poisons.
A responsible pest control company
will focus on natural and humane
exclusion and deterrent methods and
create a pest management plan that
is best for the health of your family,
pets, and wildlife. Educating your
friends and family about the dangers
of inhumane pest control methods is
also an easy and important way for
everyone to help our wildlife. n

Jennifer deSpain,
CPA, CFP®

Business/Personal Tax &
Financial Services

Photo by Miriam Geer.

Tel. 818.883.4800

CanyonOakFinancial .com
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Dog days

Dog Days in Topanga
Missy: From Street Dog to Topanga Dog

I

t took a long time to get my husband Stephen to agree to getting a dog. My daughter and I had been
pestering him for over a year, and finally, six months into lockdown, he said yes. He agreed because
Izzy, my middle school-aged daughter, was quite isolated and feeling depressed about Zoom
school and all these long months without seeing her friends.
Stephen and I, on the other hand, didn’t mind being at home. We are already freelancers
with flexible schedules and I took the extra time to bake and garden and go for walks. Once
we adopted Missy, our energetic, three-year-old Shepherd-mix, we were going for longer
walks, multiple times a day!
Walking a dog in Topanga, particularly in our neighborhood around Red Rock and
the Skyline Loop, makes for a fabulous social life. I met so many people in those early
mornings, have chatted with most of the neighbors around Bonnell Park, and know
many of the local dogs by name (even if I have forgotten the names of their humans).
Missy was a street dog before she was rescued and fostered for only a month before she
came to us. She wasn’t accustomed to life with humans. She escaped and ran away multiple
times in the first few months! But what luck that she gets to live in Topanga, because she has a
wild and independent spirit and her favorite thing is to be outside, sniffing (or chasing!) the wildlife.
We are an affectionate family and had been hoping for a snuggly dog, but Missy is quite the opposite.
Growing up on the streets, she had an innate caution around people and we’ve had to work our way into her good graces. Now
we are delighted by every excited howl or face lick, and it’s a pleasure to see her big bushy tail wave elegantly from side to side.
Stephen, Izzy, and I have found a new source of family joy in Missy. It’s so fun to watch her learn new modes of play—as a street dog, she didn’t
know what a ball was for or how to play tug. She learned fetch and tug by watching other dogs at the dog park, and now she initiates play and
adds her own twist. There’s always a lot of smiling and laughter when we see the agile, acrobatic way she bounces around with other doggies.
She brings us joy, and we bring her affection, stability, and a great life. She’s no longer out foraging and begging for food, but
enjoys her gourmet dog food and then spends the heat of these summer days cooling off in her doggy pool, watching what I like to
call Squirrel TV—that exciting drama in the trees. I can’t imagine life without Missy!
—Sarah Irani

Pumpernickel, aka Buddha,
but What’s in a Name?

A

fter a year of the constant barrage of puppy photos
from my wife, Morgan, I finally gave in the day she
rescued little Pumpernickel. It was something about
his gaze, she said.
I heard dogs know around 60 words.
Pumpernickel knows at least twice that many.
Maybe three times. (Biased? Me?)
Of course, he knows regular words:
commands such as sit, stay, come, no, and good
boy, heel, lay down, sleepy time, kisses, kiss
mummy, kiss daddy, tummy tickle, paw, down,
ball, etc.(20+)
Then there are wildlife words: snakey, birdy,
fishy, doggy, mean coyote, bad coyote, lizzy, spidey,
bad flower, good flower, bad snakey, Where’s the
Deery?,Where’s the Wabbit? (20+)
The iterations of his name: (20+) Pumpernickel, Pumpy,
Pump, Little Guy, Pumper, Schnickel, Pumpershnicky, Pumpkin,
Bubby, Bubba, Pooh Head, Pooh Brain, Little Pooh, The King, Skootchy Boy...
all he will respond to if called. Our favorite is Buddha.
He’s cultured: We brought him to “Animal Farm” at Theatricum Botanicum,
where he listened intently with wonder as the animals contemplated freedom.
His head moved like an eagle, jerking from left to right as he followed the
movement of animals on stage. He softly growled at Napoleon, aware of his
dictatorial instincts. I think the excitement of utopia for animals touched him
deeply. Ultimately, we left because he started voice opposition to the chaos as
the story unraveled. Oh, yeah, and more animals came on stage!
Pumpernickel did, however, sit through Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring at the
Ojai Music Festival in the Libby Bowl. Once past the guard, he sat in front of
the empty seat next to us, silently, absorbing every note, until the end, when,
rather than applaud, he gently barked, which gave the woman next to him a
fright, but apologized by licking her shoe.
He’s also athletic. We made him an Olympic-size sandbox where he’s in
training for the Fastest Deepest Digger Golden Bone Award.
He’s a sophisticated, yet humble little pooch. Very Buddha like.
Like Buddha, he is one of a kind. He is his own breed. For those who like
the purebreads [sic ‘em], Pump is pure “Pumpernickel.”
Better yet, the little guy we thought we saved, saved us.
—Matthew & Morgan Ferraro
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Having
Missy, the
Renegade
Runaway,
is one
way to
meet your
neighbors.

Olive aka Queen Olive &
Royal Cohort Alfie

H

ello! My name is Olive and I am a six-year-old Japanese
Chin. Some readers might remember my brother, Alfie,
who appeared in the Topanga Messenger years ago. He was
a former presidential candidate who ran against Hillary and
that orange hair dude but he lost.
My mother adopted me from a broken family when I was a
year old. She drove all the way to Stockton to get me and all the
way back to Topanga. As soon as I got to her house and met
my brother Alfie, I realized this adoption
was a very good thing. My mom treats
me like a queen. Well, I am. You
might say I’m demanding but
Japanese Chins are Royal. At
one time only an emperor
could own us. She feeds me
raw organic kibble topped
with mozzarella cheese,
roast beef, and/or turkey.
I do appreciate this since
she’s a vegetarian.
Sometimes, I have a hard
time communicating with
her so I tilt my head from side
to side (it’s a Chin thing) trying
really hard for her to understand
what I desire. It doesn’t always work
but I forgive her.
I also live here with a Bengal feline named
Kimba, who is extremely needy. He always wants affection. I
have a huge backyard which I share with two beautiful labs,
Blackie and Benny. Sometimes, when nobody’s looking we kiss
and cuddle. I love people and whenever my mom has company,
I usually smother them with kisses, especially this one guy who
shall remain anonymous.
Life here is pretty perfect but I do have one complaint: I’m not
allowed to chase the rabbits and squirrels that live in our back
yard. Other than that I am a very happy Chin.
—Joan Alperin

My Corner Of The Canyon
By Kathie Gibboney

The cat lies on the cool marble
of the fireplace hearth, snoring.

I

’m hoping the last mouse has been caught. It
seems that for the entire summer the HaveA-Heart trap has been in service with varying
degrees of success. At first, the Beleaguered
Husband would set the little cage, carefully
baiting it with smeared peanut butter and
pieces of a Snickers candy bar to entice the
rodent to come trick-or-treating only to find
the bait gone in the morning, the trap door
unsprung, and not even so much as a thankyou note left behind. Something about the
temperamental mechanism of the metal
contraption seemed to confound Michael.
He labored over it, muttering and swearing,
turning it this way and that attempting to
balance the two prongs that activate the door
to snap shut, thus trapping the intruder, yet
not harming neither whisker, tail, nor regions
in between.

The cat wakes in the morning,
walks halfway across the room
and lies down.
For quite a while we had heard a mysterious,
scurrying sound behind the walls and little
pattering feet scooting, invisibly across the
ceiling. The noises began in one part of the

and catch two in one
night. Soon we were catching
so many rodentia the novelty wore off and it
dawned on us that the smart little creatures
might be finding their way back and we were
just catching the same ones over and over.
Michael dabbed one with a touch of green
paint before releasing and sure enough we
caught it the next night. We began relocating
the little guys further afield. The last mouse
we caught was slightly larger than the others,
perhaps the leader, the Mouse King. With

the kitchen floor,
which once would have
mesmerized him. Instead, he is draped
carelessly across the dining room table half
on, half off, too lazy to straighten out, his
tail twitching precariously close to a bowl of
soup. Sad to see how the mighty mouser has
fallen.
Actually, I’m rather envious. I, too, would
like to pass the oppressive summer days
prone on the cool floor or splayed across the
dining room table (though it might shock the

The Cat And Mouse
Days Of Summer
house, then moved to another, back and
forth, as if a game of tag was being played in
the secret wrens and warrens hidden from
our view. I hoped that the uninvited, latenight guests partying behind our walls with
such gay abandon would just leave the way
they came in moving on to the next disco.
Who were these unseen guests? Squirrels,
elves, racoons, rats? Who would leave an
acorn in my slipper? Who left some empty
peanut shells in the silverware drawer next
to a shredded-up cocktail napkin as if they
had been frequenting a local bar? Adding
insult to injury, no tip was left. The question
was answered one night when two small,
bright-eyed, gray mice were spotted sitting
boldly on the kitchen counter. They looked at
us for a moment and then quickly vanished
somewhere. Where there are two mice, there
are more or soon will be.
Hence the use of the trap which, like the
coffee pot, now seems a familiar part of the
kitchen, as if it has always been there. When
we finally became more adept at operating the
apparatus, we’d hear its metal door clang shut,
which was the satisfying sound of success,
and run to examine our catch. Enclosed
would be a cute little mouse, soft and fairy
like. Michael would take it over to the creek
for release. Sometimes we’d hit the jackpot

it now vanquished it appears the tribe has
moved on.
No thanks to the cat.

The cat is sleeping in front of
the screen door, the cat is sleeping
on the bed, the cat is asleep.
next to the refrigerator, the cat sleeps in the
closet, the cat sleeps impossibly curled up in
a little round cat bed he outgrew years ago.
Butterscotch Tailwind Muldoon must
be twelve or even thirteen years old. In cat
years that makes us almost the same age, God
bless us both. He is orange, big and fluffy
in the style of a Maine Coon cat. His right
ear is clipped as a tribute to his early feral
days. Under his watch in the past, no mouse
would have been left unattended. He would
ferret out any rodent on the premises, sitting
motionless, transfixed for hours, biding
his time, planning, waiting for the cat-toycome-to-life and venture out from under the
dresser or China cabinet, ready to pounce and
expertly dispatch poor mouse to its maker.
Now, for some reason, he seems to have
suddenly retired. Just quit, maybe as a protest
against the cheaper litter. He showed not the
slightest interest even in a caged mouse on

children), with nothing to concern or distract
my stupor, simply dozing in a ray of sunlight,
dreaming of my mousing days, and purring
a little.
The trap has sat empty for over a week
now. No scampering of little feet is to be
heard behind our walls, no more nuts hidden
in surprising places, no clanging of the trap
door. I almost miss the action. And the cat
still lies inert. Suddenly, a bird lands by the
screen door and the snoozing cat opens
his green eye following its movements.
He’s up and, even makes that involuntary
chattering noise cats make when hunting
prey. Seeing the old light in the cat’s eye it
occurs to me that maybe the doldrums of
the long hot, climate-changing summer are
what has really produced the lethargy in
my Muldoon. Maybe he is just too hot and
deems the mice too small to be worth all
the time and effort of the chase. Perhaps he
made a deal with them, “Look, just go into
the little box and eat the treat. Then you’ll be
released to run free in the wild paradise of
Topanga. I’ll leave you alone but only until
the end of summer.”
The cat and humans feel the gentle breeze
of a summer night. Outside mice run free, one
moon shines, a bird returns to its nest, wine
tastes sweet, and it is summer in Topanga. n
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COVID-19 diary
Dear Reader,
By JeanColonomos

I

honor the humming
bird, this tiny, fast,
exquisite avian that
weighs as little as a
penny, a symbol of irrepressible life. The Aztecs
called them, “warriors of resurrection.”
I remember when cousins Andy and Jay and
often Karla began our masked and socially distant
Saturday lunches on my deck.
I remember dreading waking up to read the
latest Trump Twitter rant as he and Republican
Senators kept democracy on death row.
I remember the Rudy Giuliani video promoting
the January 6, 2021 attack on the Capitol to
overthrow our government while black dye
dribbled down his cheek.
I remember talking every morning to my dear
neighbor, Karla, to start my day on a good heart beat.
I remember Senator Bernie Sanders saying, “The
GOP is an anti-democratic cult” and thinking the
Democrats should campaign on these words.
I remember the giant, stark white trucks
loaded with dead bodies from Covid-19 parked
like hearses outside New York City’s hospitals as
they were overrun with corpses.
I remember German-Russian composer,
Igor Levit, who on 5/31/21 tackled Erik Satie’s
“Vexations,” a non-stop, 20-hour solo score of four
lines to be repeated 840 times. His performance
was dedicated to the plight of artists who couldn’t
work during lockdown.
I remember going to Dr. Chen for another
antibody test she no longer recommended. She said
even the best labs like LabCorp and Quest were
getting many negative results. Then close to having
had the test, the patient came down with COVID.
I remember what Leslie asked, “What if fear
is safe?”

I remember #Say her Name: Breonna Taylor—
Killed by police in her bed, March 13, 2020;
Atatiana Jefferson—Killed by police, October 12,
2019; Dharleena Chavon Lyles—Killed by police
June 18, 2017...
I remember Dede’s email: Last Saturday, I
decided to iron most of the day and listen to music.
I don’t need that many ironed napkins, but it was
soul-calming to know they are deeply pressed for
the next dinner party of eight. (never!)”
I remember LM saying, “It cost 2.8 billion
dollars to develop a new drug. The rate of approval
is less than 12%.”
I remember the only idea that made sense to
me, though pundits didn’t dare to declare that
America is locked in a Civil War.
I remember my daughter coming to California,
this state leading the country in COVID-19 cases
and I thought about consulting the I Ching but put
it off til the next day, maybe.
I remember when the news reported CA’s
pollution was 30% less and the delight it was to
drive on normally crowded roads now empty.
I remember lifelong friend, Sheila, and coowner of Ashland’s Bloomsbury Books sharing
this: “Our best selling book today was, “WHITE
FRAGILITY, Why it’s So Hard for White People to
Talk about Racism.”
I remember days of loneliness when writing
this diary offered order and solace.
I remember my dear friend Etsu remarking,
“We have time to go deeper into ourselves.”
I remember when in 2020 in CA, there were more
than 9,000 fires that burned almost 5 million acres.
I remember FUN face timing with my grandkids,
laughing and playing Yatzee, Candy Land and Chutes
and Ladders.
I remember shaking each of my 3 homeopathic
bottles 33 times to bring life to their liquids and
connecting the number of shakes to Jewish folklore

which says there are 33 angels roaming the world
and no one knows who they are.
I remember being impatient waiting for Car
Max to offer a price for my used car when Maddie,
my granddaughter, piped up on my iPhone, “Nana,
while you’re waiting, everything is possible.”
I remember feeling numb on days when the
horrors of democracy’s destruction of was too much.
I remember how every emotion was right on
the surface and how open I was about sharing these
feelings with my family and friends; it was soul calming
to talk about what many were struggling with.
I remember the pull to start a diary but I didn’t
know it would grow to include politics, poetry,
science, contributions from family and friends near,
far and across the pond. It soothed my isolated,
one-person world.
I remember when I put on my new Japanese
blue socks with black roses on the instep and
cherry roses on the ankle and felt elegant, and
ready to walk back and forth on my deck.
I remember when Flavia agreed to print
snippets from my diary that moves me to thank
her for her support.
I remember holding Sarah’s hand when I had
a cystoscopy and was tearfully happy that my
daughter was with me.
I remember sky-watching the Great Conjunction
(December, 2020), this miracle of Jupiter and
Saturn coming closer together for the first time in
400 years, the time of the Renaissance, signaling
the coming of social change and humanitarian
efforts for a more just society. n
Editor’s Correction: In the June 25, 2021 issue of
The Canyon Chronicle, we neglected to identify the
child in the photo of the exuberant child running
to meet the ocean in Jean Colonomos’ “COVID-19
Diary.” That is Jean’s granddaughter, Izzy Rassey
and the photographer was her mother, Sarah Rassey.
Eve’s lineage carries forward.

Nothing compares
PENDING

19668Grandview.com

21044Waveview.com

2661Hodgson.com

ONE OF A KIND EUROPEAN-STYLE ESTATE | $3,995,000
OLGA CRAWFORD 310.633.1469

ORIGINAL MID-CENTURY MASTERPIECE | $2,900,000
CATHERINE CAMPBELL 310.663.9039

STYLISH AND MODERN IN TOPANGA | $2,450,000
FARIBA TIFFANY 310.428.1998,

PENDING

FIRST LOOK

FIRST LOOK

21041Waveview.com

TheBoxCarHouse.com

CabinInTheOaks.com

TOPANGA LIVING WITH ROOM FOR HORSES | $2,399,000
KAREN DANNENBAUM 310.738.0100

OWN A PIECE OF HISTORY | $1,200,000
OLGA CRAWFORD 310.633.1469

BEAUTIFULLY REMODELED | $ $899,000
OLGA CRAWFORD 310.633.1469

TOPANGA BROKERAGE | CRISTIAN DAVID - SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT/BROKERAGE MANAGER 310.455.3200

SOTHEBYSREALTY.COM
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All things connected
Future Scouts—Forging A Preferred Future
By Paula LaBrot

L

ord Baden-Powell, founder of the worldwide
Scouts Movement, said, “We must change boys
from a ‘what can I get’ to a ‘what can I give’ attitude.”
Juliette Gordon Low, founder of the Girl Scouts,
said, “We must accept the fact that transportation
and communication will bring the world in close
relations, and the youth of the world should have
standards and ideals in common.” Powell and Low
said these things at the turn of the 20th century.
Classic remarks that ring true to this day. We need
an up-to-date platform from which to teach those
enduring values. Fast forward to the 21st century.
Low’s prophecy of a closely networked world has
become reality beyond her wildest imagination.
We still are charged, however, with the timeless
task to develop good people. The technologies
of today open a way to new opportunities to
support character development, skill-sets and civic
participation. Hence, the emergence and growth
of Future Scouts, a next-generation youth service
organization. Future Scouts is designed to develop
good 21st Century humans using 21st Century skills.

A Little History
I first wrote about Future Scouts in 2017, as they
entered their second year of programs. The project
started with a question, “What if?” What if there
were a program for people to learn 21st century
survival skills, asked founders Ishan Shapiro and
DeKoven Ashley. Born and raised at the dawn of
the digital age, Shapiro and Ashley saw a need for
different kinds of “wilderness skills” to negotiate
new, uncharted digital and physical worlds. The
new millennium demanded the development
of new kinds of abilities to handle a constantly
evolving set of interfaces, platforms, social norms
and social expectations. They formed Future
Scouts as a fresh scouting platform and set out to
prepare a new generation to meet the challenges
that lay before them.
Future Scouts originated right here in Topanga
Canyon. They began in 2016 in the form of twoweek summer camps, creative intensive weekends,
and in-school and extra-curricular workshops.
They expanded to the entire west coast, then Alaska,
Europe and S.E. Asia. Future Scouts has conducted
workshops with thousands of youths all over the
world. Like the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Sea Scouts,
Campfire Girls, etc., Future Scouts has become
a movement. They have developed their own
handbook, “Scouting the Future…the Handbook
of 21st Century Survival Skills.” Their organization
provides knowledge, experiences and tools to help
people become authors of their own future.

Topanga-raised Future Scout mentor Ishan Shapiro
helps a group of Alaska Native youth learn about
mapping networks.

Future Scouts is releasing their Handbook of 21st
Century Survival Skills at the end of 2021.

How It Works
As Future Scouts develop 21st century skills they
can earn Merit, crypto-tokens that represent their
progress and achievement in their own learning
and service to their community. Group activities
occur online as a regular meeting with their Phyle
online and offline in all kinds of spaces, indoor and
outdoor, and range from spaceship prototyping to
bouldering to storytelling to yoga in collaborative,
quest-based learning. Future Scouts are directed into
a relationship with those around them, their natural
environment and their community. The ultimate
goal is to nurture a beautiful network of people who
develop into good human beings who can survive the
modern challenges of the new millennium.

Harper McDowell shows off a prototype of a prosthetic
arm.

The Handbook
After five years of running programs with “youth,”
ages 5-75, Future Scouts have harvested, analyzed
and synthesized their experiences into a handbook,
soon to be available digitally and in hard copy. It is
a practical reference guide to self-directed, lifelong
learning. The handbook is also the foundation for
joining or starting a Future Scout Phyle, a Greek
word meaning a community, like a clan, or, in this
case, a troop.
Examples of 21st Century Survival Strategies
covered in the handbook are:
•Metacognitive strategies. Teach people to
understand how they learn, with the understanding
not everyone learns the same. Learners are exposed
to methods of studying their own processes and
then effective ways of directing their own learning.
•Literacies of the Imagination. Includes vetted
learning resources that increase tech, media
and cultural literacy among other emerging and
evolving fields of digital and systems literacies. This
section encompasses everything fromknowinghow

•Sensemaking. Helps ask the question: How can
we upgrade the quality of how we make sense of
complex issues, topics, and systems? Scouts learn
how to identify meaningful signals amid the noise
of information flooding us from all sides. They
learn hands-on, practical strategies like “how
to identify a bot,” and techniques and methods
for research, analysis and synthesis, like mind
mapping! They learn how to dig deep through
information and synthesize meaningful insights.
•Creative Production. Teaches youth that they have
so much at their fingertips in terms of materials
and mediums that can help them express their
vision, and tell the stories of their preferred
futures.
•References. Future Scouts is meticulous in its
research and keeps an up-to-date database of
relevant links, books, videos and resources related
to self-directed, lifelong learning. They provide
tools, tips and tricks for just about any learner and
it’s never been more possible to learn anything
you set your mind to. Future Scouts provides
access to links and tools that help learners unlock
their potentials and shine.
•Intellectual Self-Defense. This is the critical
thinking component of Future Scouts. Scouts
learn principles of logic, how to recognize bias
in others and themselves, how to recognize
cultural differences and find ways to bridge those
differences. This part just rocks. It helps develop
skills in communication, conflict management
and team building strategies.

Giovanni Murray (l) and Miles Burkes (r) in character
while presenting their prototypes.

to use the hot new social app to understanding how
credit works to your rights and responsibilities as
a citizen.

Get Involved
At this point, Future Scouts is recruiting worldwide facilitators to establish Phyles in their own
communities. I established one of the first clubs for
NASA’s Young Astronaut program back in 1984, and
it was so much fun being on the ground floor of that
movement. I would definitely have started a Future
Scouts Phyle in my community. It’s an activity where
kids and the adults facilitating them can learn the
skills necessary for the new millennium together.
If you are interested in starting a Phyle or
getting your family involved, contact Future Scouts
through their website at futurescouts.cc, where
you can check out their short video. You’ll see the
organization in action. It’s so cool.
Beyond…
Humanity is on an incredible journey. At the
moment, we are surrounded by a media that fills
us with pages and images of a dystopian future.
We live in a world moving forward at warp speed,
leaving people floundering, trying to find the
ground under their feet. Traditional education has
been deeply disrupted, a process that started before
COVID-19 and has been accelerated by the virus.
Future Scouts is a next-generation service
organization that helps youth of all ages create their
own, preferred future. Future Scouts equips its
members, joyfully, playfully and thoroughly, with the
evolving skills, competencies and literacies required
to create a positive, thriving 21st Century world.
Vamos a ver!
August 20 • Vol. 2 No. 16
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Education
COVID-19 New Rules for Schools
By Canyon Chronicle Staff

K

ids are back in school and as the
COVID-19 virus and the Delta
variant continue, the Canyon Chronicle
has highlighted some recommendations
and requirements from the Center for
Disease Control (CDC), California
Department of Public Health (CDPH),
and Los Angeles Unified School District
(LAUSD).
The CDC in its update recommends
universal indoor masking for all teachers,
staff, students, and visitors to K-12
schools, regardless of vaccination status.
LAUSD has chosen to adopt one of the
most aggressive protection protocols for
the 2021-22 school year. Students who
returned to full-time, in-person learning
this week are required to wear masks,
observe physical distancing, and undergo
daily health checks and testing in order
to obtain a “Daily Pass,” an online, onestop-shop tool for students, parents,
employees, and others who are regularly
on campus, When they answer the
Daily Health Check screening questions
prior to arriving at school or a District
office, they generate a Daily Pass QR
code, where parents are able to manage
the consents for testing for their child.
Stationary test sites and traveling teams
will continue to provide COVID testing.
To ensure the safest environment

possible, Los Angeles Unified is working
with experts in their respective fields to
conduct regular COVID-19 testing and
community engagement for employees
and students. All employees and students,
regardless of vaccination status, are
required to take a baseline test within 14
days of returning to their school to help
determine the prevalence of the virus in
the school community and will prevent
anyone with a positive test from entering
a campus. Fully vaccinated students and
employees are not required to test.
Students who do not wish to
participate in the COVID-19 testing
program will not be permitted to return
to school in-person, and may enroll in
the District’s online independent study
program offered through City of Angels

(cityofangelsschool.org/).
Classrooms
and
facilities
are
electrostatically cleaned top to bottom,
air filtration systems have been upgraded
with the equivalent of N-95 membranes,
and personal protective equipment is
provided to all individuals on the campus
or in a classroom. As additional safety
practices are shown to be effective and
appropriate for schools, Los Angeles
Unified will incorporate those practices
as well.
The District will require employees
to be vaccinated. As part of LAUSD’s
efforts to provide the safest possible
environment in which to learn and
work, all District employees, Partners,
Contractors, and other adults who
provide services on District property
will be mandated to be fully-vaccinated
against COVID-19 no later than October
15, 2021 as a condition of continued
employment/service.
The Los Angeles Unified School
District will update its COVID-19 site as
more information becomes available. For
more LAUSD FAQs: (achieve.lausd.net/
covidfaq); CDC: cdc.gov/coronavirus.
Tracking COVID-19: As of August
17, California has 4,043,407 confirmed
cases of COVID-19, resulting in 64,201
deaths. California Department of Public
Health: (cdph.ca.gov).

The Marketplace
Serving Your Business through Ours
BODY • MIND • HEART • SOUL

Holistic Wellness
& Healing
Dianne Porchia, MA, DMBM
310.455.2851
porchiaswish.com

LIFE IN BALANCE

Featured in
HEAL Documentary

P h i l i p D’Ar b anv i l l e
Real Estate Financing Specialist

Sales, Purchase & Refinance | Residential & Commercial

310.663.5007

pdarbanville@gmail.com
Real Estate Agent, Senior Mortgage Loan Officer
DRE # 01902357 NMLS# 1124693

California Home Solution, California Commercial
20301 Ventura Blvd. Suite302, Woodland Hills, CA. 91326 | 818-999-6070 X 309

14

August 20 • Vol. 2 No. 16

Installing solar in Topanga for over 12 years!

IS YOUR HOUSE SUNNY
ENOUGH FOR SOLAR?
Free Survey!

SmartSolar, your local installer for
SunPower solar & residential storage!
SunVault is the most advanced home
battery available (powers more
appliances than a Tesla).
CSLB #998255

LEE RHOADS

w 310.455.2958
c 310.487.5750
smartsolarcorp.com
leesolarconsulting@gmail.com

t Really Magi
o
N
It’s Barbara Allen E.A. c!
310-455-2375

riklin@barbaraalleneataxservices.com

Tax Preparation & Audit Representation
For Individuals, Small Businesses,

Estates, Trusts and Tax-Exempt Entities
www.barbaraalleneataxservices.com

THE MARKETPLACE
Serving Your Business through Ours
• Small Ads for Big Ideas
• Affordable — $60/month
• We will design for you
Contact us:
ads@thecanyonchronicle.com
310.460.9786
The Canyon Chronicle
P.O. Box 1101, Topanga CA 90290

JENNIFER BABCOCK
DESIGN LLC
Full-Service Graphic Design Firm
818.222.7576
jmbabcock@yahoo.com

Pritchett-Rapf Realtors
TOPANGA

Offices in Malibu & Topanga
(310) 455-4363

•

PRTopanga.com

Call for more information!

IN ESCROW

Topanga Skyline Drive - 2 Bed | 2 Bath
Listed at $950,000

Contact for more information:
William Preston Bowling - (310) 428-5085

Unique Topanga Canyon investment opportunity with rental income. Located on a private road, this magical property set among
the trees and a seasonal creek is waiting for you! Main house features 2 bedroom, 2 bath with open living room with fire-burning
stove and great ceilngs with mid-century style wood beams. Property also features pool with hot tub and waterfall decor. Detached
converted oversized studio/garage (tenant occupied) and detached guest home (tenant occupied) creates income. Step away to the
rustic tool shed that sits over the creek with artisan bridges approaching the main home.

IN ESCROW

Entrada Road
3 Bed |1 Bath
Chryssa Lightheart - (310) 663-3696

SOLD

$1,995,000

Come home to your horses. Dappled sunlight from a canopy of trees line
the gated driveway. The private house sits on an impeccable property locat-ed across the street from Topanga State Park.

Bowers Drive
3 Bed | 3 Bath
Chryssa Lightheart - (310) 663-3696

$1,137,000

This vintage Topanga Charmer on a quiet tree-lined, dead end street has
plenty of birds to serenade you. Large flat fenced yard in cool Fernwood
on a corner lot comprising of three parcels.

Vacant Land

AMAZING OCEAN VIEWS AND BOULDER OUTCROPPINGS
Everding Motorway
$650,000
2.53 acres
William Preston Bowling

BEAUTIFUL CANYON VIEWS OUTSIDE COASTAL
Zuniga Road
$625,000
1.5 acres
William Preston Bowling

HUGE BUILDING SITE WITH OCEAN VIEWS
Hawks Nest Trail
$420,000
2.5 acre
William Preston Bowling

(310) 428-5085

(310) 428-5085

(310) 428-5085

LOCAL & GLOBAL

Pritchett-RapfRealtors

CalBRE 00528707

Featured in Dwell Magazine:
“A 1960s
Time Capsule Hits the
Market for the First Time
in Topanga Canyon”

21044Waveview.com
3 BD 3 BA | LIVING ROOM, GUESTQUARTERS, ART STUDIO, WINE ROOM | $2,900,000

An exceptionally rare treasure nestled in the heart of Topanga Canyon’s highly desirable Post Office Tract is this original mid-century architectural masterpiece, custom-designed and built by Los Angeles architect Matthew Leizer.

SOLD

SOLD

1830 LA GRANADA

0 Vesey

3 BD 3 BA | LARGE BACKYARD | $850,000

2 LOTS | $85,000

Catherine Campbell
DRE: 01164030 | 310.663.9039
catherine@lovetopanga.com

Voted: Best of the Best - 2020 America’s
Best Real Estate Professionals
REALTRENDS TOM FERRY.
My Go-To Team
Hugo Will

Videography
hugowill.com

Trip Young
Marketing

Antwone & Marcus
Landscaping, Cleaning,
and Hauling

Kavala Rose Home Design

Home Staging, Interior Decorating,
Landscape Design.

Local referrals for you, at my fingertips.
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