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Vintage Homestead
Creative Compound

YOU’RE INVITED TO A WRIGHT WAY TEAM CATERED LAUNCH PARTY!
SUNDAY FEB 20TH 2-5 PM
21658 ENCINA RD, TOPANGA

Set in the center of the sought after Post Office Tract, near the vast acres
of Topanga State Park, your dream compound awaits. The main house
is a sparkling, restored, 1930s home, set deep in parklike grounds, with
windows looking out over a splashing creek, reached by foot bridges,
stone paths, and wide decks, in a forest of over 30 ancient Oaks. The
dazzling new kitchen is that rarity, a high-end chef’s kitchen, with white
quartzite counters and top-of-the-line appliances, all set in a charm-filled
vintage home. A high ceilinged studio cottage with bath and kitchen, is a
fantasy live/work space. A sun splashed dome, with kitchenette, bath, and
wraparound deck, is your private retreat. it’s all here. Add more windows
and a deck to the spacious shed near the creek, to make a perfect writer’s
or artists retreat. A 2 stall barn with tack room and a corral sits near fruit
trees and rose arbors. Parkland surrounds the neighbourhood. Trails lead
in every direction. This is a horsey area, chickens and wild peacocks are a
part of the tapestry of life here. Raise goats and bees, plant orchards, grow
gardens, build another home, build a new life. Escape the city. Discover
peace, quiet, and the rhythms of the seasons. Discover your place.

4 BED | 4 BATH | 2,000 SQ FT | 0.76 ACRES
$2,499,000
Ready to see how different the curated white glove Compass approach is to selling real estate? Utilizing the Wright
Way Team and our access to Compass Private Exclusives, Compass Concierge, Compass Bridge Loans, and many other
amazing services, will change how you have ever experienced the real estate process. There is a reason why Compass
has been the #1 Brokerage in Topanga 3 years running and why the Wright Way Team is currently the #1 team in
Topanga. We are a local family team powered by a forward thinking, fast moving, high touch and high technology
company, changing the industry for the better, leading from the heart, and delivering exceptional results for our clients!
@thewrightwayteam
NUMBER ONE 2021 TOPANGA TEAM. PASSIONATE LOCAL AGENTS. UNPARALLELED MARKETING REACH.
INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY. RESULTS DELIVERED. AN EXPERIENCE LIKE NO OTHER.

Adrian Wright

Jordan Wright

818.939.6415
adrian.wright@compass.com
DRE 00935559

818.746.6987
jordanwright@compass.com
DRE 01952694

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01991628. All material presented herein is intended for
informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement
is made as to the accuracy of any description. #1 Topanga agents status based on total closed transaction sides. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Caught in the Web of the Unpredictable COVID
Ugh!
Despite two vaxxes and a booster, I think a tribe of variants has found its personal petri dish in
my body. I say a tribe because it feels like a rolling succession of individual COVID symptoms is
trying to breach the walls of my antibody army.
Here’s the list: extreme fatigue and multiple naps per day, something I would never have
complained about before. Morning congestion and a barrage of sneezes that might likely have
blown my head off. Speaking of heads, brain fog. Do I know what day it is? I was reminded on
Sunday that it was not Saturday. What could have been the coup de grace was joint pain. First
extreme in the left hip, followed by a little in the right, then on to the left shoulder and finally,
overall stiffness that made me get up from the sofa very gingerly and walk, very slowly, like an old
lady. Well, I am a year older now.

editor@thecanyonchronicle.com
General inquiries:
info@thecanyonchronicle.com
Advertising inquiries:
ads@thecanyonchronicle.com
P.O. Box 1101
Topanga, CA 90290
(310) 460-9786
Follow us on Instagram @thecanyonchronicle,
& Facebook and twitter @CanyonChronicle
The Canyon Chronicle is an
independent community newspaper
published bi-weekly by Canyon Media,
Inc.©2020. All rights reserved.
thecanyonchronicle.com

“Age has nothing to do with it,” I declared. Caring friends made chicken soup for me (nectar
of the gods), gave me an oxygen monitoring thingy and advised that if it goes 90 or below, get
thee to the emergency room. Many just said, not in their words but mine: “Hie thee to the hospital.
Now!!!”Well, I had a paper to get out, so that was a waste of breath.
I would just forbid anyone to visit. That didn’t work either; they came double-masked with
gloves. Oh, and a suggestion that the printout of the paper I give to our proofreader could be
debugged by UV light. Oh, and also, too, I received my four test kits from the government. Used
my teeth to unscrew the cap of the test solution until I realized it just pulled off. Negative.
I know I’m not alone in thinking why bother, but I’m glad I ran the vaccine gamut. Maybe I’d be
dead by now if I hadn’t. Nobody knows anything for sure about viruses or anything else...except, as
they say, death and taxes. COVID is working on the first all too well. We’ll see about the second.
My profound apologies to anyone I may have had close contact with prior to becoming
a prisoner of the pandemic. Should I admonish our readers to be careful out there and avoid
everything and everyone like the plague?”
As a dear friend is fond of telling me and perhaps reassuring herself as well as me: “You’re a
cockroach. Nothing can kill you.” Dear friends sometimes have weird ways of saying they love
you.
Happy Belated Valentines Day! Let’s hope that February will be a rolling succession of the
LOVE bug, a force that any COVID variant should be sorely afraid of.
—Flavia Potenza

TheCanyonChronicle.com

Beauty at the End of a Hike. Thanks to the
superbowl, Nira Lichten said she was almost
the only person hiking along Henry Ridge.
“It was so quiet and peaceful,” she said. She
captured this photo of the moon rising as the
sun set from the corner of Alta Drive near
Henry Ridge.
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Trending
California’s Dream of a Carbon Neutral Future
By Kait Leonard

T

he California dream of achieving 100 percent
carbon-free electricity and economy-wide
carbon neutrality by 2045 might be on its way to
becoming a reality.
It should come as no surprise to anyone who
drives the LA freeways that transportation is the
biggest contributor of greenhouse gas emissions
in California, according to the California Energy
Commission. Tackling the vehicle emission
problem would go a long way toward helping
California reach its clean energy goals. But
developing the hydrogen market hasn’t been easy.
California’s adoption of hydrogen as a viable
fuel source relies on the development of “the
four market pillars”—vehicles, infrastructure,
end users, and workforce—according to a report
from the Governor’s Office of Business and
Economic Development. To date, simultaneously
erecting the four industry essentials has presented
significant hurdles that California has been unable
to overcome, at least until now.
Some of the challenges
Currently, most of the hydrogen being produced is
not green. Today’s gray hydrogen is produced from
fossil fuels, and its impact on the environment is
negative. Next comes blue hydrogen, which is
made using the same process as gray hydrogen. The
difference has to do with how the leftover carbon
is managed. The carbon from blue hydrogen is
captured and stored before it is able to escape into
the environment, making it a more eco-friendly
option. The problem with this production method
has been the cost and logistics of storage.
Finally, there is green hydrogen which is
produced using electrolysis. This is the form of
hydrogen that California needs in large enough
quantities that it can take its place as a dominant
energy source. To get the green form, hydrogen
and oxygen are separated by applying an electrical
current to water. Wind and solar power generate
the electricity. The challenge with this plan is
the high cost of the machines that perform the
molecular separation and the limited supply of
wind and solar energy.
This leaves us with a chicken-and-egg situation.
To produce green hydrogen, we need to develop
the infrastructure. But investors have been hesitant
to pour money into the infrastructure because
the market for the product hasn’t been there. Of

PHOTO BY J. EMILIO FLORES/CAL STATE LOS ANGELES

Professor David Blekhman, Director of the Sustainable Energy and Transportation Program, with Students at CSULA.

is a big reason for slow consumer
interest in hydrogen-powered cars.
And once again, the lack of market for
the cars has made investing in fueling
stations unappealing.
The hurdles between us and a
hydrogen-fueled reality are more
complicated than outlined here, but
these examples give a glimpse of the
problem. So what has changed?
The four-pillars solution applied to
the problem of vehicle emissions
PHOTO COURTESY OF TOYOTA
The solution has always been to
Mirai Limited Hydro Blue, 2022.
simultaneously develop the vehicles,
the infrastructure to support them,
course, the market hasn’t emerged because the the end users, and the workforce for the industry.
energy isn’t available.
There’s at least some evidence that this miracle of
Yet another chicken and its accompanying egg planning might actually be happening through
explain why hydrogen-fueled cars have been so Toyota’s renewed commitment to the Mirai.
slow to hit the roadways. Consider that in 2019
Toyota unveiled its hydrogen fueled secondthere were approximately 8,269 retail gas stations generation Mirai in 2019 and the cars hit the
and 5,095 public electric vehicle-charging stations California market in December of 2020. At the
in California. There are 42 hydrogen fueling stations same time, the company formed a partnership
in the state and only 44 in the entire country. This with Iwatani Corporation to increase the number

California as a World Leader in the Climate Challenge
As California takes bold steps to
address climate change, which
Governor Newsom called one of
the “greatest existential threats”
we’re facing, it’s an exciting time to
stay on top of the progress being
made in all areas of hydrogen
energy. Following is a partial list of
projects and plans worth keeping
an eye on:
Governor Newsom’s latest
budget plan includes $2 billion
toward green hydrogen, energy
storage, and offshore wind, among
other energy initiatives.
Senator
Bob
Archuleta
(D-Pico Rivera) chairs the Senate
Select Committee on Hydrogen
Energy. The committee is pushing
for revisions to the Governor’s
budget to provide more funding
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for light and medium duty
hydrogen infrastructure due to
what Archuleta calls a “desperate
need for more hydrogen fueling
stations.”
SoCalGas is one of the first
utilities in the U.S. to transition to
a hydrogen fuel cell electric fleet.
Lancaster, CA, entered an
agreement with Namie, Japan, to
use hydrogen as the energy source
for the two cities.
Near Bakersfield, climate
technology innovator, Mote,
established the world’s first facility
to convert wood waste into
hydrogen fuel while efficiently
containing the carbon dioxide.
Fresno County prepares to
house the largest green hydrogen
plant on the West Coast. Industry
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leader, Plug Power will build
a facility that will eventually
produce 30 metric tons of green
hydrogen daily.
The California Hydrogen
Leadership Summit, scheduled
for June 6-7, 2022, will bring
together leaders from the energy
sector, transportation, industry,
academia, and state government
to discuss policies and programs
needed to move California
toward it’s green goals.
The development of hydrogen
energy is playing a major role
in California becoming a world
climate change leader. If current
plans are successful, the next few
years may go down in history as the
period when the worst of the climate
change threat was neutralized.

References
prnewswire.com/news-releases/
socalgas-among-first-utilities-in-thenation-to-transition-its-over-theroad-fleet-with-hydrogen-fuel-cellelectric-vehicles-301465165.html
sd32.senate.ca.gov/news/1112022hydrogen-energy-chair-senatorbob-archuleta-remarks-hydrogenenergy-investments
dailynews.com/2021/07/20/
lancaster-japanese-city-team-upfor-historic-hydrogen-pact/
businesswire.com/news/
home/20211215005226/en/
World%E2%80%99s-First-CarbonRemoval-Plant-Converting-WoodWaste-to-Hydrogen

of fueling stations in Southern California by 25
percent.
Toyota also announced that its new hydrogenpowered Prius and Corolla, as well as a brand new
hydrogen-powered plug-in electric hybrid, will
launch in 2023. With these ambitious plans to
produce zero-emission vehicles, it seems likely the
company’s commitment to the infrastructure to
support its new models will remain high.
In addition to industry efforts, Governor
Newsom, in partnership with the federal
government, is working to increase the availability
of wind-generated electricity, something needed
to increase green hydrogen production and bring
down the cost.
The next hurdle to jump in the race to zero
emissions is “consumer hesitancy” to buy these
cutting-edge vehicles. Based on early reviews, the
cars themselves don’t seem to be the problem.
Fueling them is. In addition to the low number of
fueling stations is the fact that once you find one,
you might want to have a book or some knitting
handy because the wait for a turn at the pump can
be extremely long. And that’s if the station even
has hydrogen, which for various reasons has been
in short supply. On top of this is the high price of
hydrogen fuel which is currently very costly to
produce.
To develop the market for their cars, Toyota,
Honda, and Hyundai are giving a $15,000 fuel
card with each purchase or lease, according to
Car and Driver online. The idea is that fuel will
be subsidized while the infrastructure needed to
bring the cost of fuel down is being developed.
In addition to the fuel cards, companies are
sweetening the pot by providing free rental cars for
up to 21 days for drivers who want to visit outside
(relatively) hydrogen-abundant California. On top

educating students in hydrogen technologies
and providing hands-on training at its Hydrogen
Research and Fueling Facility for several years,”
says David Blekhman, Ph.D., Technical Director
for the facility. He added that student interest has
increased in the past six months “as investment
in hydrogen infrastructure has been gaining
momentum.” In addition to the exciting work
being done at CSULA, programs are also available
at other California State campuses and through
both the UC and community college systems.
California has a long road to travel before
reaching the 2045 goal of carbon neutrality. But
with the combined efforts of private industry,
state and federal governments, and educational
institutions, it appears that our green dream finally
has a chance of becoming a reality.
REFERENCES
J.D. POWER: jdpower.com/cars/shopping-guides/
whats-the-difference-between-gray-blue-and-greenhydrogen
PHOTO BY CC BY-NC 2.0.

The first hydrogen fueling station in the U.S. fed
directly from an active industrial hydrogen pipeline.

of these company incentives, the state is offering
$4500 in clean vehicle rebate money. And the
federal government is giving a tax credit of up to
$8000. This multi-pronged incentives approach is
meant to create the end users needed to keep car
companies producing.
The final pillar necessary in creating a
hydrogen-powered future is preparing a workforce
ready to maintain this new sector. And it seems
we’re on track here as well. “Cal State LA has been

JUST LISTED – EACH UNDER A MILLION
BUY NOW – 1 VIEW HOME AND 1 CANYON BUNGALOW SIDE BY SIDE!

FOR MORE INFO TEXT TOPANGA TANYA (310) 739-4216
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World Energy: worldenergy.org/publications/
entry/working-paper-hydrogen-demand-and-costdynamics
Car and Driver: caranddriver.com/features/
a36003212/hydrogen-mirai-california-shortage
Kelly Blue Book: caranddriver.com/features/
a36003212/hydrogen-mirai-california-shortage
# of Fueling Stations: statista.com/
statistics/818462/california-fueling-stations-by-type
CA.gov business.ca.gov/industries/zero-emissionvehicles/zev-strategy
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News
Town Council Reports: Less Crime, Fewer Auto Accidents
By Annemarie Donkin

L

ower crime stats, fewer traffic
collisions and the fire chief ’s
hope for more rain were the main
topics when Topanga Canyon Town
Council’s Vice President Alisa Land
Hill expertly moderated the February
9th Zoom meeting.

Sheriff ’s Briefing. Sheriff ’s Deputy
Michael Cerveny provided an update
on law enforcement for Topanga in
January. “There were two assaults—
one grand theft and one grand theft
vehicle,” he reported. “There were
four total Part 1 crimes—down 59.2
percent which is down nine crimes
from last year.”
Deputy Cerveny reported one
assault at the 140 block of S. Topanga
due to drinking and aggressive
behavior toward the victim. He also
reported another assault at the 20000
block of Paradise Road due to an
ongoing neighbor dispute where one
person wants to sell a home and the
other person wants to stop it, The
incident resulted in a confrontation
where one person hit the other with a
piece of wood and was arrested.
Two thefts occurred, one at
Fernwood Pacific of two long
boards; and another at the 1400
block of North Topanga Cyn. Blvd.,
of a newer model BMW when the
owner left the key inside the vehicle.
CHP Briefing for January.

California Highway Patrol Officer
Wes Haver reported that in
January, 2022, for Topanga Canyon
Boulevard (SR-27) from two-mile
bridge to L.A. City limits (Cezanne
Avenue), the CHP responded to
two traffic collisions. Of the two
collisions reported, both were
property damage-only. The ‘primary
collision factors were unsafe turning
movement and unsafe speed. There
was one traffic collision for the same
reporting period in 2021.
For Topanga Canyon Boulevard
from two-mile bridge to PCH, the
CHP responded to one traffic injury
collision. The ‘primary collision
factor’ was DUI. There were four
traffic collisions for the same
reporting period in 2021.”

Fire Department Briefing. Los
Angeles County Fire Chief Drew
Smith reported a total of three
fires in January—two vehicle fires
and one rubbish. There were also
28 service runs and 14 “good
intentions” calls.
Chief Smith noted that the recent
rains created lots of green grasses with
high moisture content, but warned
that we are still in a drought with
plenty of older, drier fuel on the hills.
“Climatology wise, it is abnormal
to have this heat and wind; it’s a
higher fire danger element,” he said.
“Topangans need to remain aware.
On average we will get 4-5 inches
of rain from February to April 15; we
are at 10 inches now, the average is 15
inches, we want to meet that mark.”

Operation Safe Canyons. Officer
Haver also reported on street
racing activity in the Santa Monica
Mountains, San Fernando Valley and
South L.A. “In January, there were
nine separate deployments of officers,”
he said. “They issued 149 citations,
made two arrests and impounded
a handful of vehicles. We are always
working on it when the helicopters get
the ID of the “lead swinger” vehicle, it
tracks them and they lead our units to
them.”
To report unsafe driving behaviors
in Topanga and the Santa Monica
Mountains, please call CHP dispatch
at (323) 259-3200.

Library Report. Manager Ashley
Abrams reported that the library
will host its second vaccine clinic
on March 3, for first and second
vaccines, boosters, and first and
second shots for ages five and above.
Abrams also noted that on January
15, the Topanga Library celebrated its
10-year anniversary!
“We are hoping to resume indoor
programs in March,” she said. “The
Community Meeting Room is open
for community groups but you need
to book online. We still have activity
kits for school-age children, but they
go fast, so pick them up soon. Our
hours have not changed and as a
reminder, we are offering sidewalk
service to pick up your holds or pick
up materials.”
Topanga
Charter
Elementary
School. Alisa Land Hill reported that
Topanga Elementary is looking for
a first-grade teacher and a science
teacher.
Topanga SAGES. Tam Taylor
reported that there are no SAGES

dinners happening at the moment,
but they could resume in March at the
Community House. “The SAGES are
still working on the grant to provide
NOAA radios to 80 seniors,” Taylor
said. “James Grasso is working on
where it stands for now.”
Topanga Access Cards. Renew
your cards online. First-time
cardholders should call to arrange an
appointment.: (310) 455-3001, then
press 0 to leave your name and phone
number.
Call Lindsay Zook for an appointment
at (310) 569-8931, or purchase online
at: topangatowncouncil.org.
The Topanga Town Council is
looking for volunteers to help with
the many activities they manage. For
more information: email :
contact@topangatowncouncil.org;
or (310) 455-3001.
RESOURCES
Third District Supervisor Sheila
Kuehl’s Office—Contact Tessa
Charnofsky at TCharnofsky@bos.
lacounty.gov; (818) 880-9416
State Senator Henry Stern—Contact
Jeremy Wolf at Jeremy.Wolf@sen.
ca.gov; (818) 876-3352
Assemblymember Richard Bloom
—Contact Tim Pershing at
Tim.Pershing@asm.ca.gov;
(310) 450-0041
Topanga Canyon Town Council—
Formed in 1977 in response to needs
unique to the mountain community,
residents created the TCTC to
serve as a liaison with Topanga’s
official governing body, the Los
Angeles County Supervisor’s Office.
For information:
onetopanga.com/topanga-towncouncil; (310) 455-3001.

Melodic Magic at
Bob Baker Marionette Theater
ob Baker Marionette Theater
has been thrilling audiences
since 1963 and invites you to
march, waltz, and tap dance
through their show, It’s a Musical
World. Feel free to sing along
as puppets bring music to life. A
drum marches to his own beat,
guitars tickle their own strings,
lights dance, and curtains respond
to every crescendo. Be prepared
to be delighted by this unusual
and awesome orchestra. The hourlong show is open through April
16th. Tickets are $20, available at
bobbakermarionettetheater.com. The
theater is located in Los Angeles at
4949 York Blvd.
While you’re exploring the
website, look for the 8th Annual
Bob Baker Day on April 9th at the
Los Angeles State Park. This all-
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B

day, free, outdoor carnival boasts
puppets, music, games, activities
for kids, food trucks, and more. It’s
happening.
Bob Baker Marionette Theater
has been. Don’t let the opportunity
to be a part of puppet history slip by.
—Kait Leonard

What’s Happening?
In March Celebrate ‘Dadgum That’s a Good Day!’
By Kait Leonard

W

PHOTO BY ROBERT ZUNIKOFF

ith Fat Tuesday and Mardi Gras making
March sizzle, it’s hard to imagine that
anyone’s feeling short on celebration. But if you
do need more party, this month has you covered.
March 1st is National Black Women in Jazz
and the Arts Day, kicking off National Women’s
History Month. This day honors black women’s
often overlooked contributions to the arts. On a
far less serious note, it’s time for National Dadgum
That’s Good Day. Gather the family, share favorite
dishes and let the good times roll. If you toss
some celery into the pot you can tick off National
Celery Month. Compliment the cook and you’ve
covered World Compliment Day.
March 2nd is National Old Stuff Day, a time to
declutter (See “Buy Nothing Topanga,” Page 10),
but don’t throw out that old copy of “Cat in the
Hat” because it’s also Dr. Seuss’ birthday. And in
the spirit of Seuss’ imaginative creatures, you can
have some fun on the 3rd during National If Pets
Had Thumbs Day.
March 4th can prove challenging since it’s both
National Pound Cake Day and World Obesity
Day. Fortunately, it’s also Marching Music Day.
So try this—eat a pound of cake, then grab
some sandpaper blocks (remember those?) and
march off those calories while entertaining your
neighbors. Keep the instruments on the ready
because the 5th brings us National Cheese Doodle
Day, followed on the 7th by the national days for
cereal and flapjacks and even the start of British
Pie Week. March on!
March 8th is both International Women’s Day and
Be Nasty Day (Remember Trump’s “Nasty Women”
remark when “nasty” became a badge of honor for
women?). Let go of baggage on the 9th for National
Get Over it Day. On the 10th celebrate International

Day of Awesomeness, because you know you are.
Finally, for the daring among us, tempt fate on the
13th for National Open an Umbrella Indoors Day!
Pro Tip: Skip this when the 13th falls on a Friday.
That would be too foolhardy.
Drag out your old knock-knock and bad-dad
(or mom) jokes because the 19th is National Let’s
Laugh Day. Did you know the first American
TV show to use a laugh track was “The Hank
McCune Show” in 1950? So, why did the rubber
chicken cross the road? She wanted to stretch
her legs. The 19th just happens to also be National
Poultry Day.
The 21st is both World Puppetry Day and World
Poetry Day. So we have the puppets recite a sonnet
or two, and we’re celebrating with efficiency. Then

on the 22nd, we celebrate National Goof Off Day
and As Young as You feel Day. On the 24th you’re
welcome to pick your poison. Cocktail? Chocolate
Covered Raisins? Cheesesteak? Yes. Yes. And yes!
Still not satisfied? March 26th has you covered
because it’s Make Up Your Own Holiday Day. I do
want to point out something a little questionable
here. The 27th is National Joe Day. Do Joes still get
to have the 26th? It seems a little greedy.
After an exhausting month of celebrating, take
full advantage of National Virtual Vacation Day
on the 30th.
Anyone got an extra hammock?
REFERENCE:
https://nationaltoday.com/national-day-calendar

1250 Will Geer Rd. $2,695,000
REDUCED

Beautiful Contemporary home
located on almost 9 acres
in Topanga’s exclusive Mesa
neighborhood. This light infused 3
bedroom, 4.5 bath home features
bamboo floors, French doors, and
high ceilings throughout. The
kitchen contains a large center
island, Granite countertops and
stainless appliances. The ground
floor master has a large walk in
closet, spa like bath with dual
sinks, over size shower, jetted
tub and granite counters. The
other two on-suite bedrooms are
located upstairs with panoramic
views of the State Park and
Saddlepeak.

Lisa Saver
CalBre Lic.#01203202

310.455.2540
Mobile 310.804.8607
TopangaHomesOnline.com

2336 N.
Topanga
Canyon Blvd
$459,000
Beautiful approx. 3.36 acre
building
site
with
canyon
views. Located behind custom
electric gates with two other
Architectural estates, Paved
street, utilities close by. Room
for spacious estate, horses, guest
house, or barn. fifteen minutes to
PCH and 10 minutes to the 101.
Out of Coastal. gentle upslope.
APN # 4434-012-011.

Sotheby’s International Realt y and the Sotheby’s
International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered)
service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s
International Realty, Inc. If your property is listed with a
real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to
solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy
to work with them and cooperate fully.
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE TOPANGA HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

View of Old Topanga Canyon looking
towards Saddle Peak, 1922. Photos were
donated by Doris Fredendall.

The Stone Hous
‘Mail Carrier J
by Pablo Capra

H

orace Waller (b.1881) married schoolteacher Maud
E. Wood (b.1881) in July 1905. That same month,
they bought the Mazet ranch and stone house with her
brother’s family, John L. “Jack” (1872-1946) and Madge E.
Wood (b.1875).
The 1910 Census calls Horace Waller an electrician,
which is interesting because Topanga didn’t have electricity
until 1928.
Jack Wood was a bookkeeper, but his staid profession
may have masked a secret Superman. In 1897, a Long
Beach man with his name boasted that no one could
arrest him for stealing a team of horses, then proved his
invincibility by breaking a pair of handcuffs.
“Wood is a wonderfully strong man, and he
wrestled with the manacles all the way into town.
Such was his strength that when he was placed in
the jail it was found that he had almost twisted
the heavy steel rings apart and had so bent them
as to render them useless.”
(“A Lively Tussle,” The Evening Express, 1897-09-04)

Map of Topanga Homesteads circa 1908 by John H. Mac Neil, c/oTopanga Historical Society.
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Certainly, Jack’s strength could match the rugged Topanga life.
The Woods and Wallers lived together at their
newly named Escondido (“Hidden” in Spanish) Ranch,
maintaining the vineyard and an apple orchard until 1908
when the Woods took over the property.
Jack became well-known as Topanga’s second mail
carrier in 1910, replacing Joe Robison, who had worked
for the Topanga Post Office since it opened in 1908. With
room on his horse-drawn wagon for nine, Jack also carried
passengers to supplement his income. The steep roads
were a challenge, and at times he had to use a “heavy iron
drag with hooks on it to prevent the stage from riding the
hocks of the horses.”
Weekly dances were a tradition in the Canyon. In 1910,
Jack and Madge hosted one that was remembered for its
bold fashion statement.
“Whether ‘swallowtails’ shall supercede outing
shirts is the burning question that is dividing
the summer residents of Topanga canyon into
opposing factions of growing dimensions....
“Guests from the vicinity of ‘Boot Rock,’ a former
rendezvous of Vasquez, the notorious highwayman
and bandit, journeyed by moonlight to participate
in the function. So likewise did others from the
‘Y-U’ bend and from ‘Four Oaks,’ which is the
joint property of Col. T. J. Cochrane, governor of

The stone house
is on the left,
as seen from
Old Topanga
Canyon Road.
1922.

se, Part Two:
Jack Wood’
the Soldiers’ Home; Surgeon McNary, official physician of the
institution; Thomas H. James, city engineer of Santa Monica;
and Dr. H. E. Hasse, a retired man of medicine.
“To the amazement of many, and the awe of a few, Mr.
[Templer] Allen, who is a former British officer, appeared
costumed in a regulation ‘swallowtail’ evening suit. According
to one of those present, the sight almost created a panic.
Certain it is that many of the ranchers and campers felt a deal
of embarrassment at the contrast presented by their own modest
apparel. At the close of the evening the epoch-marking event became
the subject of liberal discussion. A number of the guests announced
their intention of abandoning the weekly soirees completely. Others
declared their independence of convention, and stoutly asserted their
rights to dance in whatever clothing they pleased.
“Meanwhile, Templer Allen, cool and collected amid the tempest
he had unwittingly created, suavely remarked to his nearest
friends that the time had come to put a little more tone into the
weekly social gatherings, to which many nods of approval gave
endorsement.”
(“Society and Woman’s World,” The Daily Outlook, 1910-08-29)
A mile away, just below the Old Canyon “Narrows,” a resort called Camp
Topanga opened in 1909. Its Topanga Tavern, “built over the creek and
enclos[ing] the lower trunk of a huge sycamore,” was an important social
hub. In August 1911, a costume party there invited guests to dress up as
if they were living in “Hard Times.” Madge won first prize for wearing “a
wonderfully fashioned creation of red and white, with a crownless straw
hat, loaded with faded flowers and feathers.”
Hard times came for real in November 1911, when Santa Ana winds
stirred up at least six fires. One fire blew in from Calabasas. “The wind was
with this blaze and it rushed between the narrow walls with the speed of a race
horse, licking up everything before it,” wrote a Los Angeles Times reporter, who
seemed to be referencing the Emily Dickinson poem that begins:
“I like to see it lap the Miles—
And lick the Valleys up—”
The Wood ranch was in the most devastated area, where five houses and
several small summer camps burned. Luckily, Jack and others managed to
save his ranch and halt the fire’s progress.
By the end of the month, so much of the Canyon had burned that
nobody believed a group of boys who burst into the Topanga Tavern,
shouting that another fire was coming from the beach. “The people there
laughed at our story,” said 14-year-old Fred A. Eddy. Forced to overcome
their exhaustion, Topangans returned to firefighting, and once again saved
the Tavern and the Wood ranch. The next day, Jack took an eerie drive
through Lower Topanga.
“At times he ran quite near to lazy fires that continued to
gnaw at the green timber. Everywhere the road was filled
with rocks, limbs and boulders.... Here and there he would

A white awning
is attached
to the back
of the stone
house, at right.
Old Topanga
Canyon Road
passes by the
apple orchard
that replaced
Mazet’s
vineyard. 1922

have to get out of the wagon to lift a blinded rabbit out of the
path of the wheels.”
(“Topango Fires Smolder but Danger Has Passed,”
Los Angeles Times, 1911-11-28)
Two years later, in 1913, Jack and others fought a 70-acre fire in Old
Canyon, but this time the drama wasn’t in the damage.
“Motion pictures actors [of the Inceville movie studio] in
Santa Ynez made the most of a brush fire.... [The next day] a
huge company of Indians and opera bouffe cowboys descended
on the scene of the fire about four miles from the ocean and
went through the scenes of a stirring ‘mellerdrammer’ near
the smoking stumps and brush, which will later be flashed on
screens all over the country.”
(“Blackened Stumps,” Los Angeles Times, 1913-08-28)
In 1914, Jack passed his mail carrier job on to 18-year-old George Cheney
(1895-1975), of the pioneering Cheney family. Construction on the new
Topanga road, which would be finished in 1915, had probably hurt Jack’s
side business of carrying passengers. George became the first Topanga
mail carrier to use a car. He kept one on each side of the construction site
so he could walk across.
By 1920, Jack, now a secretary, and Madge had moved in with her
brother William Traeger (1880-1935), near downtown Los Angeles. In
1921, Traeger became Los Angeles’s Sheriff. In 1922, he was outed as a
member of the Ku Klux Klan after the “Inglewood Raid,” but pretended
ignorance of the Klan’s purpose. The scandal didn’t disqualify him and he
continued to be Sheriff for 10 more years.
Jack would have returned to Topanga to attend the 1922 rodeo held in
honor of Traeger near the beach, and the 1923 rodeo thrown by the Elks,
to which he belonged. He also enjoyed deer hunting in Topanga with his
Santa Monica friend Roy Silvernale.
In 1923, Jack and Madge moved to Huntington Park, where Jack
helped found the “Rainbow Club” for hunting and fishing, and became
the “Exalted Ruler” of the Huntington Park Elks.
“The Stone House,” Part Three” continues with the man who would have the
biggest impact on Old Canyon, “John Bonnell and the Palmaymesa Family.”
Pablo Capra is the Archivist for the Topanga Historical Society and author of
“Topanga Beach: A History” (2020). More at topangahistoricalsociety.org.
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WOMEN IN CHARGE

PHOTOS BY CRESCENT MOEGLING (MOEGLING@GMAIL.COM)

PHOTO COURTESY OF LATOYA HAWTHORNE.

Above: Latoya Hawthorne started the Facebook group, Buy
Nothing Topanga, after she and her husband moved to Topanga in
2018 and saw many useful items abandoned on the roadsides that
could be used or given away.
Left: Holiday gift giving sponsored by Buy Nothing Sand Point
outside of Seattle, WA.

‘Buy Nothing Topanga Helps Save the Planet’
By Annemarie Donkin

H

ow do you gift unwanted items to friends
and neighbors, get cool stuff, spend no
money and help the planet? Easy! Just join your
local “Buy Nothing” group.
The international Buy Nothing Project
on Facebook concentrates on local
neighborhoods, so folks can give away and
pick up items close to where they live. The
Buy Nothing Project is now the world’s biggest
gift economy being used in 44 countries and
communities around the world, that enables
neighbors to share freely with one another.
Acquiring used items instead of new is
another potential way to save money. Back
in the day, that meant garage sales and thrift
shops and the only way to dispose of unwanted
but useful items was to donate or sell them on
Facebook’s Marketplace, Craigslist or Letgo.
Nevertheless, there must be a better way to
keep our discards out of the landfill.
Buy Nothing Topanga
When Latoya Hawthorne and her husband,
Wilson Stiner, moved to the Fernwood area of
Topanga in 2018, she noticed something unusual
at the corner of Grandview and Fernwood
Pacific. She noticed that people would leave out
sofas, chairs, tables, dressers, child car seats or
clothes, almost anything discarded that could
otherwise be sold or given away.
“Over time, the items would be ruined by
the sun, rain or just exposure,” Hawthorne said.
“I just saw a lot of random furniture outside…
someone on Grandview…all their old furniture.
Having worked at the Downtown Women’s
Center on Skid Row, I saw that people would
donate or re-purpose at a retail boutique that
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would support permanent and affordable
housing and coming to Topanga, what people
deem as trash is ending up in the landfill. It
really broke my heart.”
Hawthorne resolved to do something about
it, so she searched online and found The Buy
Nothing Project.
Even though she was a new mom with her
baby, Sage, she took the month-long online
training course and in 2021, launched Buy
Nothing Topanga on Facebook.
“It was worth it,” she said. “More than 100
people joined Buy Nothing Topanga within the
first month and it makes me happy that items
are not going in the landfill. They are doing their
part in the cycle of giving and it’s wonderful that
the community is doing this; we now have 237
members.”
The Buy Nothing Project
The Buy Nothing Project began when two
friends, Rebecca Rockefeller and Liesl Clark,
created an experimental hyper-local gift
economy on Bainbridge Island, Washington,
in July, 2013. Since then, it has become a
worldwide social movement, with groups in 44
nations, 5.33 million Buy Nothing community
members, 13,000 Buy Nothing community
builders, and 7,000 individual Buy Nothing
communities.
The Buy Nothing Project is now the world’s
biggest gift economy, being used in communities
around the world and allowing neighbors to
share freely with one another.
What is a gift economy?
According to their website (buynothingproject.
org), it means everything shared on Buy
Nothing is given freely, no money, no barter,

no strings. Free. On Buy Nothing, you can post
three things:
• Gifts of items or services that others can use
• Ask for things you can use
• Gratitudes to show appreciation and thanks
Meanwhile, Latoya Hawthorne is happy to have
launched Buy Nothing Topanga because she
knows it is making a real difference.
“It’s great,” Hawthorne said. “I didn’t know
how the community was going to take it, getting
used products and household items. If you join
the group, you should give to that one person
you are giving to, not just put it outside because
it could get stolen. Instead, put it on their porch
or a specific place in their driveway and put
their name on it.”
For Hawthorne, she is also grateful for
the community that has formed around Buy
Nothing, especially after becoming a new mom.
“I have not had to buy my son’s clothing,”
she said. “I have hand-me-downs until he’s four.
It’s great to be able to form a mom’s group and
share things; we post clothing, diapers and hand
those down a lot. It was my main inspiration for
the Buy Nothing training. Toys and clothing
that kids don’t use or wear, you have so much of
it; it’s great to pass that on to other people. My
husband and I only buy local and handmade
items; most of our items are used. We’ve gotten
some things at the Buy Nothing group as well.
It’s great to see people are posting what they are
getting rid of.”
Learn about the Buy Nothing Project at
buynothingproject.org/all-about-the-buy-nothingproject/
Join the group at Buy Nothing Topanga, CA at
facebook.com/groups/151654240401591

LONG DISTANCE LISTENING PARTY

Vague Intentions
By Miles Erickson

T

his week “vague” is the operative word.
The longer I live outside of Topanga, the
more I appreciate it. Topanga is a place that doesn’t
change objectively. With the exception of a couple
of boujee breakfast places, it changes only in the
perspective of those who continue to return or
never leave. Coming back to Topanga feels like
Frodo returning home to the Shire, though maybe
everybody feels that way about the place where
they grew up.
Contrarily, There’s an endless sadness and
infinite melancholia that perpetuates through Los
Angeles as a whole. It’s a kind of lingering energy
left behind by millions of dreams that never came
to be, and the knowledge that the ones who make
it here wind up becoming figures just as tragic as
the ones who don’t. Today I was at Subway and
the guy making my sandwich told me I looked
really tired —Man, if that doesn’t encapsulate my
entire week!
Did you forget Valentine’s day and need to
make amends with your significant other with
some love songs? Fear not! My collection of
music is almost as well curated as my collection
of antidepressants.
Aside from the fact that we just had Valentine’s
Day, I’ve included these songs because over the
weekend I was with a woman whom I’d been on a
few dates with already and I asked her if she would
want to be in a relationship with me. The way I
phrased it was, “Would you like to continue doing
this in a more official capacity?” Now, in my head
this sounded cute and like something Hugh Grant
would say in a ‘90s rom-com. In reality it came off
like I was offering this woman a salaried position

ILLUSTRATION BY MILES ERICKSON

at Goldman Sachs. Also, you’ve really gotta
respect this woman’s fortitude because when she
told me it wasn’t going to work out, I was halfway
through giving her a tattoo.
You can find this playlist on Spotify; or search
“Long Distance Listening Party;” or my username,
Mileserickson-354. I’ll be adding new songs every
two weeks to coincide with publication dates.
Long Distance Listening Party, Vol. 2
• The Concept—Teenage Fanclub
• Cherry-Coloured Funk—Cocteau Twins
• Jealous guy—Roxy Music
• I’m So Tired—Fugazi
• Harvey—Her’s
• La Nuit n’en Finit Plus—Petula Clark
• Harvest Moon—Sunflower Bean
• Phantom Limb—The Shins
• Tender Situation—Tear

Harvey by Her’s sounds like a Petula Clark
song if Petula Clark were a killer android. I’ve
added Clark’s cover of Needles and Pins to this
playlist specifically, so you would understand
my outstanding joke. The juxtaposition
between the vintage, lovey synth pieces and
the deep, robotic vocals work extremely well,
especially when paired with the fast-paced
drum machine.
Harvest Moon is the fourth cover on this
week’s addition to the playlist, after Jealous Guy,
La Nuit n’en Finit Plus and Tender Situation.
Today’s hot take is that I think Sunflower Bean’s
cover of this song is better than the original. But
even if you don’t agree with me, it doesn’t really
matter, it’s not like you’re gonna be listening to
Neil Young’s version on Spotify any time soon,
but it’s like Neil Young but with some added
serotonin deficiency.
Jealous Guy is a Roxy Music cover of a
John Lennon song, I tend to feel like Lennon’s
songs are pretty understated production wise.
They don’t need a lot of extra flair and theatrics
because the songs are confident in how good
they are, particularly songs off 1971’s Imagine.
But theatrics are Roxy Music’s bread and butter.
Playing Jealous Guy’s melody with an electric
guitar is a bold move, It’s not a song that needs to
be “cooler,” it’s a song that’s about being pathetic
and wrong and vulnerable. Phil Manzanera
genuinely makes his guitar sound like its crying
and I’m here for it.
Miles Erickson is a recent graduate of CalArts,
a published author, and currently enrolled in a
prestigious, four-year student loan repayment
program. Spotify (Mileserickson-354)
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ALL THINGS CONNECTED
Love in the Age of AI
By Paula LaBrot

W

ant to find your perfect
valentine? It is a quest as old
as humanity.
Most people want love more than
anything. But how to find it? How to
meet that soulmate? Well, guess what
matchmaking companies can do with
all the information about you they
buy from sites like Facebook, Twitter,
Google, and Instagram? They can
play Cupid by feeding your data into
high-tech dating platforms that use
powerful, fast, Artificial Intelligence
(AI) algorithms to find you a mate. AI
is the modern-day Cupid, shooting
its arrows across the internet into the
hearts of millions of people around
the globe in a way that matches people
up who are, supposedly, totally suited
for each other.
What is Artificial Intelligence?
AI is the ability of a computer
program to learn and think,
according to intellipatt.com. The
more data about you that is input
into an app, the more the program
learns about you, and the more it is
able to predict your responses and
behavior. An essential technology
within AI is called Machine Learning
which means the more incoming
data the program gets, the more
it self-upgrades its ability to make
good decisions for and about you.
Machine Learning analyzes millions

of data at an unbelievable speed and
comes up with recommendations,
predictions and patterns.
Exposit.com reports, “AI-powered
solutions bring hyper-personalization
into the digital experience.
Matchmaking functionality relies
on Deep Learning algorithms, i.e.,
algorithms that develop flexibility
based on every piece of data added
in. AI provides advanced data search
and analysis connecting the closest

the moment.” These companies
sell access to software programs
that are designed to find matching
points, in this case, possible
partners. They also sell access to
“chatbots,” artificial intelligent
personal assistants like Siri. These
dating chatbots are totally aware
of your profile information and
can suggest strategies for dating,
help you plan a date, suggesting
everything from restaurants to

objects and can weigh... historical
data to provide a right decision for
your business, hobby, or soul.” AI
tools learn from the choices that
attendees make from both their
current behavior and their past.
Believe me, you have left a long,
digital trail online, and AI software
is powerful and fast enough to find
and analyze it rapidly.
Tidio.com
reports,
“There
are over 1,500 dating apps and
websites operating worldwide at

activities or even coach shy or
socially challenged users on how
to carry on a conversation.

Jennifer deSpain,
CPA, CFP®

Business/Personal Tax &
Financial Services

Who Are the Major Players?
Beth Daley, editor of theconversation.
com, writes, “The online dating
industry is worth more than $4 billion,
and there are a growing number of
players in this market. Dominating
is the Match Group, which owns
OkCupid, Match, Tinder, and 45 other
dating-related businesses. Match and
its competitors have accumulated a
rich trove of personal data, which AI
can analyze to predict how we choose
partners.”
Online matchmaking has its
high-end and affordable end.
According to Vida Select, a highend matchmaking service, “Hiring
a luxury matchmaking service is
an investment, but one that can
come with enormous benefits. A
targeted search for matches who fit
all the qualities you’re seeking in
an ideal partner, not to mention a
professional matchmaker to guide
you through every step in the dating
process, …these two factors alone
are practically worth their weight
in gold!” Kelleher International has
12-month contract packages from
$25,000 for local searches, $45,000

for national searches and $150,00 for
international searches. The Spindell
Agency takes only men as clients.
Yearly memberships range from
$25,000 to $1 million dollars!
Free services include Zoosk, Elite
Singles, and eHarmony.
Security
Meeting a person online always has
its potential security issues. It turns
out that AI programs are pretty good
at detecting fake or duplicitous users.
The user creates their own profile
for a matchmaking app, but AI is
able to filter through and analyze
that person’s total online history.
And it can do it in minutes. Mobile
dating apps often suffer from fraud,
but Artificial Intelligence is a great
trick to detect hidden patterns and
suspicious activity. The algorithms
filter fake and duplicate profiles,
block them and fight scamming,
according to Anahit Ghazaryan of
solutionsuggest.com.
Who is Using Matchmaking Apps?
This is going to blow your mind.
Ghazaryan says that, according to
experts, by 2040, 70% of couples
will initially meet online! Of course,
we know the children of the digital
age use these programs all the time.
Millennials have grown up with
matchmaking apps. Divorcees,
widows, widowers, and singles of
all types use this technology to meet
potential partners. You know who
else is a big user of matchmaking
apps? Married people! Yep…
anonymity, convenience, and escape
add up to a whopping 30% of
matchmaking site users.
Happy Valentine’s Day!
Valentine’s Day is a day to express
your love and appreciation for
the people in your life, whether
they’re romantic partners, friends,
family members, workmates and
even for your pets! It is a great gift
to find a place to hang one’s heart.
However you find it, in person or
in cyberspace, we wish everyone
beautiful, authentic, compassionate
love.
Vamos a ver!

Photo by Miriam Geer.
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RUDE INTERRUPTIONS
Degenerate Art, Then and Now
by Joel Bellman

B

y the time you read this, the Neil
Young-Joe Rogan smackdown
will probably have ended in a draw.
Spotify will keep Rogan—and
possibly even take Neil back (as they
did once before, when he walked out
on them over audio quality issues
back in 2015 to pursue his ill-fated
Pono venture). The media largely
tired of the story after a couple of
seemingly heartfelt apologies from
Rogan, and Spotify’s vague pledge to
be better and do better. The rumored
mass exodus of other musicians
never happened; Neil’s longtime buds
and colleagues Joni Mitchell, Nils
Lofgren, and his former bandmates
David Crosby, Stephen Stills, and
Graham Nash expressed solidarity,
but that was about it.
The dogs bark, as they say, but the
caravan goes on.
I’ve always had a lot of problems
with politically driven boycotts of nonpolitical actors like writers and other
artists. In my world, unfettered speech
and political freedom are inextricably
linked, and I don’t believe in—and
don’t support—any effort aimed at
suppressing unpleasant or unpopular
speech. Nor is this simply a First
Amendment issue; as you’ve probably
heard and hopefully understand, the
First Amendment only applies to
government curbs on free speech, as
in, “Congress shall make no law…”, and
subsequent case law has extended the
same First Amendment protections to
similarly bind state legislatures under
the incorporation doctrine through
the Fourteenth Amendment’s due
process clause.
But there is nothing to legally
or constitutionally prevent private
companies from curbing most free
speech of their employees while
on the job. And while they can’t
constrain their employees’ off-hours
speech, it can certainly impact
the employees’ standing and even
their continued employment at the
company; exercising your free-speech
privileges off-site does not exempt
you from on-site consequences.
That said, wherever possible
we should still support the widest
possible latitude and tolerance for
free speech, even when it’s unpopular.
Case in point, the infamous
Hollywood Blacklist, which punished
whole sectors of liberals, progressives,
communists and socialists working
in the entertainment industry in the
1940s and 1950s by denying them
employment, forcing some into exile
or out of the business altogether,
facing financial ruin, destroying their
health, even driving them to suicide.
The mostly right-wing studio
chiefs hated government interference
in their business, but they hated
communists and the labor unions
they supported even more, so it wasn’t
a heavy lift to institutionalize political
persecution of the Hollywood left.
And let’s face facts: there were some
actual communists among them;

Otto Freundlich, “The New Man,” (Degenerate Art Exhibition guide 1937)

Entartete Kunst poster, Berlin, 1938

that wasn’t just a fevered rightwing fantasy roping in mainstream
center-left liberals by accident.
But it was still not OK. The gravest
offense was not that the studios and
broadcast networks were effectively
advancing the government’s anticommunist witch-hunt to keep their
tax breaks, government contracts, or
FCC licenses. It was that employees’
personal political beliefs and
activities were broadly circumscribed
to conform with the studios’ political
agenda, having nothing to do with
their abilities or the quality of their
work, and their reputations and
livelihoods destroyed as a result.
So if you want to boycott Nike
for using sweatshop labor, or
jewelers who use blood diamonds,
or meat from processors with cruel

or unsanitary conditions for their
animals, I’ll cheer you on. That’s your
withholding economic participation
from companies whose commercial
activities are causing actual harm.
Punishing, however, a social
media platform in an effort to shut
down some of its “objectionable”
content, or boycotting products in an
effort to end their sponsorship of a
program you don’t like; banning (not
to mention burning) books from
school and public libraries because
somebody, somewhere, objects to
their content; shaming donors to arts
organizations because you disapprove
of artists they support; pressuring
publishers to drop books by culturally
or politically disfavored authors (Dr.
Seuss, Woody Allen, Norman Mailer,
Philip Roth’s biographer); opposing

the distribution and exhibition
of “offensive” material, whether
it’s a controversial new play or a
screening of the century-old “Birth
of a Nation”—all deeply offend the
free-speech principles underlying
the First Amendment. Even if such
boycotts don’t directly implicate
the government or violate the First
Amendment itself.
There’s a classic Internet meme
called Godwin’s Law, which posits that
the longer online arguments go on,
the higher the odds that somebody’s
going to end up compared to Hitler
and the Nazis. But here, the analogy
actually applies.
In the summer and fall of 1937,
following several years of bookburnings and cultural purges of
verboten material, the Nazi Party
in Germany mounted an infamous
exhibition of 650 works confiscated
from German museums that they
considered “Entartete Kunst,” or
“degenerate art”—meaning art that
didn’t extol and advance the Nazis’
National Socialism political platform
and embody the neoclassical style
that Hitler, a failed painter, admired—
subversive works of Modernism
and Expressionism often created by
Jewish artists.
You can probably guess where
this is leading: in the first six weeks
of the exhibition, held at the Institute
of Archeology in the Hofgarten in
Munich, there were more than a
million visitors. By the time it closed
in November, the degenerate art
had been viewed by more than two
million people, an average of 20,000
a day. It was one of the most popular
public art exhibitions ever mounted
in Germany, while the officially
sanctioned concurrent exhibition of
“racially pure and high-quality” art
elsewhere in Munich nearby drew
only half the visitors and garnered
mediocre reviews, not exactly what
the authorities had in mind.
Nothing draws an audience like
the lure of the forbidden, which
is why old-time exploitation film
hustlers would hire people off the
street to dress up like ministers and
pretend to picket their own theaters.
When books are banned or recalled,
sales spike as readers who never even
heard of the book before rush out to
buy the remaining copies.
Thirty years ago, author Stephen
King gave kids this advice in a guest
column for his local newspaper.
When local authorities pull books off
your school library shelf, don’t argue,
don’t protest, don’t demonstrate.
“Instead,” he wrote, “hustle down
to your public library, where these
frightened people’s reach must fall
short in a democracy, or to your local
bookstore, and get a copy of what has
been banned. Read it carefully and
discover what it is your elders don’t
want you to know.”
Whether it’s degenerate art, The
Joe Rogan Experience, or Maus, find
out for yourself what they don’t want
you to know.
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Astrology

Good to Go in March
By Kait Leonard

W

ith all planets direct, two New
Moons, the next chapter in the Mars/
Venus relationship, and the astrological
New Year, this is a big month of forward
movement, change, and just plain making
stuff happen.
Reminiscent of January, we start the
month with a New Moon in Pisces on March
2nd and end with our 2nd New Moon in Aries
on March 31st. As always, to see how these
will impact you personally, look at which
houses fall in Pisces and Aries in your chart.
Our first New Moon is especially powerful
because it’s only two degrees from Jupiter,
the planet of expansion and luck. This means
we have support for manifesting our biggest
intentions. Aim high and launch that passion
project you’ve been dreaming of.
While the first New Moon takes place
in the energy of dreamy, creative, psychic
Pisces, the second happens in impulsive,
assertive, make-it-so Aries. This Moon
is making a couple of interesting aspects.
First, it is two degrees away from Mercury,
making it a very good time to talk to people
about your ideas, write up plans, put ideas
into action. But, the New Moon will be in
a difficult relationship with Black Moon
Lilith, the point in the astrological chart
where the moon is farthest from earth.
Lilith represents our shadow side, or more

importantly for how it relates to setting
intentions, it represents the desires we keep
hidden. What have you wanted to do that
you’ve stuffed, either out of fear or negative
beliefs? Expect those concerns to come up.
But during the New Moon, we might set the
intention of finally releasing these limiting
thoughts, so we can move forward with our
plans. Nay-sayers be damned!
The Moon goes full on March 18th in the
sign of Virgo. This is a time of culmination
and letting things go. Virgo is all about
analyzing, paying attention to detail, and
even fault-finding. Allow this Full Moon
to support you in letting go of that overthinking that can hold you back. This month
is about moving forward with gusto, so
release doubts, nagging thoughts, and the
tendency to find fault with your own plans.
It could also be a good time to let go of old
ideas about health and wellness that no
longer serve you.
Despite all this lunar energy, the Moon
isn’t actually the biggest player this month.
On March 2nd, Venus, Mars, and Pluto all stack
on top of each other in serious Capricorn.
Pluto is all about deep transformation and
bringing what’s been hidden to the surface.
The union of Venus and Mars, the celestial
lovers, with ruler of the Underworld, Pluto,
impacts relationships as well as business
matters due to Capricorn’s input. Then on
March 5th, the romantic twosome remain

in each other’s embrace as they cross the
boundary into Aquarius. We can expect
a period of coming together with people,
acting on plans involving partnership, and
for anyone exploring online dating, the
Aquarian focus on social connections and
technology might just bring a match that’s
fun and quirky.
On the 19th, we’re going to experience
Mars and Venus a bit differently, as they
form a difficult aspect to Uranus, the planet
that shakes things up in the most unexpected
ways. Mars is impulsive and strong-willed.
Venus rules money, love, and beauty. Both
of these are going up against Uranus. Expect
the unexpected in Venusian areas of life, and
brace yourself for your own bold actions that
might seem to come out of nowhere. Get
ready to have your foundations in the areas
of love and money rocked for about a week.
Then it’s astrological New Year on March
20th when the Sun moves into Aries, the first
sign of the Zodiac. (This doesn’t mean Aries
is your first house. Only a chart based on
the time, date, and place of your birth can
provide that information.) On this day set
your yearly intentions, just like we do on
January 1st. It’s a perfect time to make vision
boards or journal about what you’d like to
accomplish this zodiacal year.
March 2022 brings lots of forwardmoving energy. So get out there and make
some stuff happen!

Studio Tour 2022 Call for Artists
The Topanga Canyon Gallery is accepting artists’ applications for the Studio Tour 2022, the weekend of June 11-12, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. The deadline to
apply is March 15 for this juried show. Space is limited. Artists will participate in a three-week gallery and online show of one piece per artist and
are also invited to participate in an 8”x 8” art auction. Cost to participate: $125. To apply online: topangacanyongallery.com; For more information
or questions: contact Kate Kinkade, Studio Tour Coordinator, at: (747) 204-4020; or studiotour@topangacanyongallery.com.
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THE MARKETPLACE
Serving Your Business through O urs
TEXT TOPANGA TANYA
WHEN YOU ARE READY
TO BUY SELL OR INVEST
TANYA STARCEVICH REALTOR

®

Ranked Top 10% Keller Williams
Pacific Palisades | Malibu | Topanga

T: 310.774.3824 | C:310.739.4216
tanyastarcevich@gmail.com
www.tanyashouses.com
Broker #01499010 | BRE Lic #01864259

Complete Eyecare for All Ages

B O U T I Q U E O P T I CA L

Call or Schedule Online

747.232.2202

Dr. Emily James | Optometrist

lunaoptometry.com
Located Within Gelson’s Village
22247 Mulholland Hwy, Calabasas

P h i l i p D’Ar b anv i l l e
Real Estate Financing Specialist

Sales, Purchase & Refinance | Residential & Commercial

310.663.5007

pdarbanville@gmail.com
Real Estate Agent, Senior Mortgage Loan Officer
DRE # 01902357 NMLS# 1124693

California Home Solution, California Commercial
20301 Ventura Blvd. Suite302, Woodland Hills, CA. 91326 | 818-999-6070 X 309

Installing solar in Topanga for over 12 years!

Don’t Let Edison Ruin
Your Holidays!
We will Keep Your Lights On
SmartSolar is your local Installer
LEE RHOADS

w 310.455.2958 | c 310.487.5750

smartsolarcorp.com | leesolarconsulting@gmail.com
CSLB #998255

t Really Magi
o
N
It’s Barbara Allen E.A. c!

Residential & Office Interior Design
Kitchen & Bathroom Renovations
New Furniture Specifications
Space Planning
Alice Wright-Wilson | 424.325.9360
awrightdesign.com | alicekmwilson@gmail.com

BODY • MIND • HEART • SOUL

Holistic Wellness
& Healing
Dianne Porchia, MA, DMBM

310-455-2375

310.455.2851
porchiaswish.com

riklin@barbaraalleneataxservices.com

Tax Preparation & Audit Representation
For Individuals, Small Businesses,

Estates, Trusts and Tax-Exempt Entities
www.barbaraalleneataxservices.com

LIFE IN BALANCE

Featured in
HEAL Documentary

Searchlight Insurance Services
Craig Phelps
T: 888-257-8200
C: 626-437-7900
F: 877-777-5199
SMS: 310-455-8205

cphelps@searchlightinsurance.com
www.searchlightinsurance.com

GRAPHIC
DESIGN

YOUR
AD
HERE!

nira lichten

awards-winning graphic designer

310.460.9340 | niraten.com

THE MARKETPLACE
Serving Your Business through Ours

CA License # 6000548

• Small Ads for Big Ideas
• Affordable — $60/month
• We will design for you
• Size: 3" x 2.25"

Contact us:
ads@thecanyonchronicle.com
310.460.9786
The Canyon Chronicle
P.O. Box 1101, Topanga CA 90290
February 18 • Vol. 3 No. 3
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Pritchett-Rapf Realtors
TOPANGA

Offices in Malibu & Topanga
(310) 455-4363

•

PRTopanga.com

Call for more information!

Old Topanga Canyon Blvd. 3 Bed | 2 Bath $5,000,000
Chryssa Lightheart & Devon R. Stiteler - (310) 663-3696

Greenleaf Canyon
3 Bed | 2 Bath
William Preston Bowling - (310) 428-5085

Perfect combo of country living and business opportunity. Topanga’s original gem,
this was one of the original homes in this corner of the canyon. Since 2005, it has
hosted a successful private facility offering dog training, boarding, and daycare.

Over 11 Acres of Privacy in this Gated Greenleaf Canyon Estate. 4
Separate Assessor Parcel Numbers allows you to be creative and
expand Your Compound outside of the original footprint.

SOLD

$999,000

SOLD

Old Topanga Canyon Blvd. 3 Bed | 2 Bath $1,250,000
Kirsten Bohman & Chryssa Lightheart - (310) 403-4818

Stites Drive
4 Bed | 4 Bath
Chryssa Lightheart - (310) 663-3696

This ideally situated Old Topanga A-frame gives you that Topanga treehouse
feel, being only a few minutes from the center of town. Represented buyer
& seller. Sold for $151k over asking!

Stunning 4-bedroom with abundant sunshine in Fernwood. Complete with vaulted
ceilings, tropical hardwood decks, and gorgeous French doors opening out to
parkland canyon views. An entertaining paradise nearby peaceful mountain trails.

SOLD
Supi Lane

3 Bed | 2 Bath

$675,000

$1,950,000

LEASED
Liberty Lane

3 Bed | 2 Bath

$5,700/mo, unf.

Chryssa Lightheart & Devon R. Stiteler - (310) 663-3696

Christine Kapetan & William P. Bowling - (310) 804-8336

From the custom porch enter into the loveliness of high ceilings, a bright and open
concept living room with tons of natural light. Spacious kitchen with lots of cabinets,
countertop space. Fireplace. Gated community with many amenities.

Private and peaceful gated remodeled home with guest house, large usable front
and back yards in quiet mountain setting. Designer updates throughout. Hardwood
floors, travertine fireplace, granite & stainless kitchen, Air conditioning. Unfurnished.

LAND

LAND

LAND

AMAZING OCEAN VIEWS AND BOULDER OUTCROPPINGS BEAUTIFUL CANYON VIEWS OUTSIDE COASTAL HUGE BUILDING SITE WITH OCEAN VIEWS
Everding Motorway
$650,000 Zuniga Road
$599,000 Hawks Nest Trail
$410,000
2.53
acres
1.5
acres
2.5 acre
William Preston Bowling
William Preston Bowling
William Preston Bowling
(310) 428-5085

LOCAL & GLOBAL

(310) 428-5085

Pritchett-Rapf Realtors

(310) 428-5085

CalDRE 00528707

