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Starbucks and the Topanga Library! What fool endorsed this one? Who is getting paid off? I hope we
Topangans get to vote on this crap!!!				
–Joe Futterer
ECRWSS EDDM
POSTAL CUSTOMER

I LOVED the April Fools issue. A classic! Can’t wait for that new Starbucks!
										

–Ryan Ulyate

I wasn’t sure if this was part of the April Fools Day theme in a couple of other places in this issue, but
personally, any time people try to reduce our beautifully interesting community into stereotypes, it
really rubs me the wrong way. I’m genuinely not impressed with Miles Erickson’s version of “humor”
(“18 Types of Topangans”) But, the drive-through Starbucks was quite over-the-top, and funny. If folks
only read the headline or first sentence, they might flip out. It was obviously a joke by about sentence
three. Thanks for the willingness to be playful. I’m an avid reader and not going anywhere. I genuinely
adore the work that you do as a newspaper.
Thank you.								
–Pavlos Stavrides
										
“Over the weekend a very upset constituent contacted me to share her feelings about the Topanga library
being converted to a Starbucks. I am reading the article now and got quite the chuckle!”
–Tessa Charnofsky
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I looked in the paper here, and I see that they want to tear down the library and put in a Starbucks.
Nobody needs a coffee shop there. I mean, it’s the library. I don’t get it. That’s where the kids go after
school. And they just built that a few years ago. What in the hell’s the story? I’ll have a hundred people,
or hundreds, saying, “This ain’t cool! We don’t need to have that!” This is the most ridiculous thing ever.
I don’t get how this even became a thing. Starbucks? Driving in, driving out, on the worst curve in the
Canyon? Oh, man! Terrible, terrible, terrible.
–Paul Lovas

GOTCHA!
Dear Readers,
To those who “got it” and those who didn’t, thank you all!
We just couldn’t help ourselves! How could The Canyon Chronicle not publish a few jokes when
our pub date was April 1?! So we seized the talent and the day and went for it. I hope by now, everyone
is reading it again in the context that was intended and having a good laugh!
It’s good for the soul
and a reminder not to take ourselves too seriously.							
–Flavia Potenza, Editor

TheCanyonChronicle.com

SPRING CHICKENS Cover artist Valerie Walsh
“dedicates this edition’s paperscape, ‘Spring
Chickens,’ to my dear friend artist Mark Beam who
left us to go to the big barnyard in the sky. He was
a talented, successful artist who created amazing
work for Frank Zappa, many celebrities, and even
created the character Otis for the animated films
The Barnyard and Back at the Barnyard. He was a
good guy and a wonderful friend. Love you Mark!
This image was also created for a second tribute
to a wonderful white chicken named Cake. She
lived next door and had a beautiful life in Topanga.
Her sisters carry on laying eggs and having fun in
the garden and are pictured here. Happy Easter,
Passover, and Spring.” (valeriegallerie.com)
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News
Topanga Designated a Firewise Community
Fire hardening their homes
qualify most residents for
a 10% reduction in their
California Fair Plan home
insurance but they need to
“remain in good standing” to
continue the benefit.
Topanga Canyon is now officially
recognized
as
a
“Firewise”
community by the National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA)
and CalFire, which means that
Topangans have taken a quantifiable
number of actions on their property
and within the community to make
their homes and the wider landscape
more resistant to wildfires and the
damage they cause.
This recognition confers more
than mere “bragging rights.” It
entitles those of us within the
recognized Firewise area to a 10%
discount on certain insurance plans
as long as the community continues
to meet its Firewise obligations
and remains “in good standing.”
The designation invokes a sense
of
community
responsibility
and requires sustained action by
residents at both the individual and
collective level. Topanga did not
receive this designation overnight,
and it cannot maintain it without
a continuous commitment from
residents and community leaders.

The body responsible for
developing
our
Community
Action Plan and applying for
this Firewise status consists of
a diverse committee of leaders
from multiple organizations in
the Canyon with public safety,
emergency management, and
community stewardship goals as
their primary focus. Participating
organizations include:
the
Topanga Town Council, which has
taken the lead on administering
the program, TCEP, the Topanga
Canyon Fire Safe Council, Arson
Watch, the Topanga Chamber
of Commerce, and the Resource
Conservation District of the Santa
Monica Mountains (RCDSMM).
To view all Committee members,
please refer to the list at the end of
this release.
12 Years in the Making
“This didn’t happen overnight,” say
Beth Burnam and Ryan Ulyate, CoPresidents of the Topanga Canyon
Fire Safe Council (TCFSC). “It
took us 12 years to get up to this
point. The insurance discount is
huge, but it needs to be tied to an
understanding of how much work
we’ve done in Topanga, and how
much more needs to be done.”
While homeowners who have
Fair Plan insurance will benefit
from the lower rates, residents need
to take action to keep the Firewise

designation and discount going. To
remain “in good standing” with this
program, communities must meet
a set of voluntary criteria on an
annual basis.
One Hour per Home
Residents are encouraged to submit
an annual list of their wildfire
mitigation activities, actions and
expenses on a simple Firewise
Submission form, available on One
Topanga
(www.onetopanga.com).
The goal is to have the equivalent
of one volunteer hour (valued
at roughly $30) per residential
dwelling unit. In Topanga, that
would amount to roughly 3,200
hours or $96,000.
The list of qualifying items is long
and includes activities such as annual
brush removal, installing chimney
spark arresters, and cleaning debris
from gutters. Long-time Topanga
resident, Clark Stevens said “I spend
at least eight to ten hours every year
weed-whacking and trimming trees
so I don’t think it will be hard to
gather the required hours to keep
the designation.”
This program is a win-win for
Topangans, creating an opportunity
to fire-harden their homes and learn
wildfire mitigation best practices
while collecting and recording the
hours to maintain the Firewise
status.
“Topanga has been on the
cutting-edge of fire prevention
awareness and practices with
community-based fire prevention
education, fire mitigation and
systematic evacuation procedures,”
said Carrie Carrier, President of the
Topanga Town Council.
So much so, the national
Firewise USA program requested
information from the Topanga Town
Council to provide a framework
to help other neighborhoods get
organized, find direction, and take
action to increase the ignition
resistance of their homes and
community and to reduce wildfire
risks at the local level.
There’s Still a Long Way to Go
“This community can and should

keep doing more to be able to
survive a wildfire.” Ulyate said.
“We provide practical steps to
homeowners, like what they can
do, especially in the first five
feet around their homes. Every
hour spent on home hardening,
attending a Zoom lecture, or
getting a free Home Ignition Zone
evaluation counts. The bottom line
is that we all can and should do
better, and this is a great incentive!”
Learn more about the Firewise
USA program and what it takes to
qualify: nfpa.org/Public-Education/
Fire-causes-and-risks/Wildfire/
Firewise-USA.
View the Topanga Firewise
Map to confirm your home is
located within its boundaries, then
input your address to confirm its
inclusion at: lacounty.maps.arcgis.
com/apps/webappviewer/index.htm
l?id=5209cbbab343404784a9c7e01
bf30bc3
To learn more about what you can
do to “harden” your home against
wildfires, visit defensiblespace.org
and ntcfsc.org.
The Topanga Town Council
emphasizes that it will only support
and promote those activities that are
both effective and environmentally
friendly. Thankfully, when it
comes to being “firewise,” the most
effective actions are generally those
things that are not controversial,
such as hardening your home and
removing excess brush.
Topanga Firewise Committee
members:
• Beth Burnam, Topanga Canyon
Fire Safe Council and Firewise
Leader
• Will Carey, Arson Watch
• Carrie Carrier, Topanga Town
Council and Firewise Leader
• Max Kramer, Kramer Insurance
Services
•Antoine Kunsch, Resource
Conservation District of the
Santa Monica Mountains
(RCDSMM)
• Linnea Mielcarek, Neighborhood
Network, TCEP
• Ryan Ulyate, Topanga Canyon
Fire Safe Council

Fire Safety Webinar Coming Soon!
Building upon Topanga’s new
Firewise USA® Community
designation, the Topanga Canyon
Fire Safe Council will present a
webinar in the spring on how to
make your home less vulnerable
to wildfire.
Ryan Ulyate, Co-President of
the North Topanga Canyon Fire
Safe Council, will present ways to

4

April 15 • Vol. 3 No. 7

protect your home and property,
create defensible space in the
first five feet around your house,
and offer information on homehardening materials. Stay tuned
for further details!
For
more
fire-safety
information go to defensiblespace.
org and ntcfsc.org to get started
today!

Little Free Libraries in the Canyon
By Kat High
I read in The Canyon Chronicle that our Topanga
Library is closing! (Haha! April Fool!) Well, we
have an alternative right on Entrada Rd. for your
reading explorations! On your way walking to
Topanga State Park, or walking your dog, stop by
our Little Free Library (LFL) between 21084 and
21078 Entrada Rd.
We launched our LFL November 13th with
an open house and mini concert by our beloved
neighbor Peter Alsop, native food tasting, and kids
crafts. We soon discovered four things:
Our neighborhood has evolved to include new
families and many new young children!
Our LFL didn’t fit large-size young child books!
There was no place to sit and browse
No place to anchor your dog while you sat to
relax and enjoy!
So, we added a kids’ annex that will
accommodate large picture books, a simple bench
for relaxing, and a hook just for dog leashes!
In case you don’t know, the Little Free
Library is an international non-profit network of
communities that offer reading opportunities to
their neighbors, plus a variety of opportunities.
There is an international map showing where
the LFLs can be found, and pages of ideas for
our community. There is also a way to donate to
the LFL movement: look for an envelope in our
LFL, or go online to donate to this fun reading
adventure: littlefreelibrary.org.
We discovered that there are four LFLs in
Topanga, one on Callon, one on Skyline Dr., and
one on Muerdago, but isn’t on the map so you can
explore the LFLs in Topanga!
So, we invite you to stop by, browse the books,
sign the guest register, take a book, hook your

PHOTO BY KAT HIGH

caption

dog leash to the dog anchor, and “set a spell” on
the bench. If you feel so inclined, drop off book
donations in a box under the bench. There may

even be a questionnaire in the LFL for you to let
us know how we are doing, what you would like
to see.

FRANKLIN’S ACE HARDWARE 70th ANNIVERSARY SALE
Friday, Saturday, Sunday April 22nd, 23rd, 24th

Friday

• $5 off $25 purchase of regular priced items

Saturday

• First 200 customers before noon receive a free bucket
to fill with merchandise for 20% discount.
• Raffle Drawing for Weber Spirit BBQ
• BBQ Demonstration & Sampling by Traeger & Big Egg

Sunday

• 50% off any one regular priced item under $30
• Hot Dog BBQ Lunch by Donation
Franklin’s will match donations for West Valley Boys & Girls Club
WVBGC Keystone member will be assisting all weekend

THANK YOU TO OUR TOPANGA COMMUNITY FOR YOUR BUSINESS!
April 15 • Vol. 3 No. 7
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LONG DISTANCE LISTENING PARTY
The Stuff of Personal Development
By Miles Erickson

Cold Little Heart in the last edition
of this column, a friend of mine
mentioned this song to me, also
from the “Big Little Lies” TV series
soundtrack. Generally, I try to not
stack the playlist with recurring
artists and albums, otherwise this
playlist would be called “What
Ween song is Miles listening to
this week?” But, this cover of “The
Wonder of You,” that as far as I can
tell, was recorded specifically for
the show’s soundtrack, is very good.
In fact, it’s so good that the show
uses it in place of actual character
development, more than once.

Y

ou may have noticed that
the last issue of the paper
contained a bit more of my work
than usual. Because of this, I
have been completely drained of
inspiration and comedic material.
So now, without further ado,
my review of the homeless man
who sings Elvis on the steps of
Hollywood High. Eight out of 10
thought the best part was when a
security guard tried to tackle him
and fell down the stairs.
After turning in my last piece, I
went on a long journey in search of
comedic material. This journey led
to the mountains of Tibet, where I’m
currently writing. Unfortunately,
Buddhist monks aren’t nearly as
funny as you’d expect.
I was thinking about Buddhist
monks recently because about six
months ago, for reasons that I’m
going to leave intentionally vague, I
began a period of artificial personal
growth. That is to say, rather than my
emotional development happening
naturally over time, I tried to force
a life-changing revelation through
meditation, sound baths, breathing
exercises, yoga, and, just like the
Beatles and somewhat against my
will, Transcendental Meditation
(TM). (Side Note: Did you know
that, in order to participate in TM,
you’re required to give an offering

of anywhere between $300-$950?
This was explained to me as being
a show of faith and willingness to
invest in yourself. Which is a very
roundabout way of saying, “Give
me a thousand dollars, you idiot.”)
While on this journey, I checked
myself into a wellness clinic that
specialized in all the aforementioned
personal growth stuff. I felt like Don
Draper at the end of Mad Men, except,

Jennifer deSpain,
CPA, CFP®

Business/Personal Tax &
Financial Services

Photo by Miriam Geer.

Tel. 818.883.4800
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instead of reaching enlightenment, I
watched a man go on a hunger strike
for three days until the staff agreed to
give us free HBO.
Enjoy this week’s playlist.
Namaste.
Long Distance Listening Party
Vol. 6
• Everybody Wants to Rule the
World—Pomplamoose
• Bang Bang You’re Dead—Dirty
Pretty Things
• Sister Europe—Foo Fighters
• Running Up That Hill—
Chromatics
• (You Will) Set The World On
Fire—David Bowie
• The Wonder of You—Villagers
• She’s Electric—Oasis
• A Certain Romance—Arctic
Monkeys
• Blue Flower—Mazzy Star
Running Up That Hill, Chromatics.
Often times, when I talk about song
covers, I feel as though the cover
succeeds at being a better all around
song than the original, but in doing
so, it sacrifices the original’s...
uh...for lack of a better term,
“originality.” Kate Bush is an artist
that I have a lot of mixed feelings
about. I think that the production in
her songs is superb and, in a lot of
ways, aesthetically ahead of its time.
But her vocals, being so theatrical
and operatic, tend to stick out and
not mesh well with the rest of the
piece. This version tones down the
theatrics and brings the song to
a more grounded level where the
meat of the song, the beat and the
melody, are given equal importance
to the vocals, rather than being a
backdrop for them.
The Wonder of You, Villagers. After
talking about Michael Kiwanuka’s

CanyonOakFinancial .com
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She’s Electric, Oasis. People like to
point out that Oasis copies a lot of
their best stuff from Beatles songs.
I tend to think about it more as
artistic appropriation, like George
Lucas borrowing from Kurosawa
or Tarantino taking stuff from
pulpy exploitation movies. You’re
creating something new built on
the foundation of something that’s
come before. This song is a terrible
argument against those claiming
Oasis plagiarized the Beatles
because it literally sounds like it was
written by Paul McCartney and John
Lennon. Also, I have no idea how
true this is, but while researching
for this article, I read that Liam
Gallagher refused to play this song
live for years because it was “too
gay,” which I found interesting since
it’s literally a song about being in a
relationship with a woman.
A Certain Romance, Arctic
Monkeys.
“Whatever
People
Say I Am,” and “Favorite Worst
Nightmare” are two of the best
albums of the past 20 years. “AM”
not so much, and that’s a hill I’m
prepared to die on. Don’t get me
wrong, I like “Why’d You Only Call
Me When You’re High” as much as
the next guy, I guess, but everything
the Arctic Monkeys has put out
post 2010 feels a bit overproduced
and neutered compared to their
prior discography. Fortunately
for you, this song exists in
the
aforementioned
“prior
discography.”
This playlist is available on
Spotify. Search “Long Distance
Listening Party” or my username,
Mileserickson-354. New songs
will be added every two weeks
to coincide with this piece’s
publication.
Miles Erickson is a recent graduate
of CalArts, published author, and
currently enrolled in a prestigious,
4-year, student loan repayment
program. Long Distance Listening
Party is a bi-weekly column whose
vague intention is to discuss topics
framed in the context of what I’m
currently listening to.

TheCanyonChronicle.com

SPENCE ON MUSIC
‘Studio 666’ is a Devilish Delight
By JP Spence

Foo Fighters’ feature film highlights
group dynamic in comedy-horror flick.

N

ever mind the rock doc, it’s the feature film
where rock bands reveal their
inner selves. Rock ‘n’ Roll High School
featured The Ramones, punk rock
pioneers who in turn really thought
they were as wholesome as The Beach
Boys. KISS Meets The Phantom of
the Park highlights the band as the
only thing bigger than their on-stage
personas: Superheroes. When it comes
to the Foo Fighters’ film, Studio 666,
it’s pretty much business as usual: dads
doing dad jokes.

The plot suggests a supernatural
horror film about an artist’s descent
into hell while trying to record the
band’s latest album, easily recalling a
riffed-out version of The Amityville
Horror. As heavy as that sounds, the
film also stars Dave Grohl, whose
comedic chops are as appreciated
as his talent behind the drum kit.
The other members of the band are
more than up to the task with only
the silliest improvised lines and
meanest of camera mugging.
That being said, Pat Smear
completely steals the show. The guitarist,
better known for being a living rock legend
(previously being in The Germs and Nirvana
before Foo Fighters), could’ve easily had

a career in comedy. The improvised lines
highlight a brotherly-yet-bitchy repartee with
Grohl and the facial reactions to anything
on screen is purely sublime. If you’ve ever
watched a friend’s reaction to them watching
one of your favorite films for the first time, it’s
that level great.

Chris Shiflett’s bit of being the black sheep
in the band is hit hard enough times that it’s
just as funny on the twentieth time as it was
on the first. This only proves, yet again, that

the guitarist is the unsung hero in the band.
Keyboardist Rami Jaffee is another key utility
player with a bevy of sight-gags and slimy
Lothario charm.
The biggest surprise in the film and to Foo
Fighters fans is the performance of bass player
Nate Mendel. Known for being bookish and
quiet, the straight man to the band’s
never-ending antics, actually carries
the film as its chief protagonist. This
seems like such an odd choice, as
the bassist has seemingly craved
being in the background for the
band’s 27-year existence. Here, he is
a believable and likeable hero. Can
we please get more Nate Mendel in
the future please?
The remaining cast is small but
equally high-usage. Comedian
Whitney Cummings plays the next
door neighbor with a sixth sense for
all the mayhem that is about to ensue
but also has undeniable chemistry
with Jaffee. Let’s see that film next.
Jeff Garlin plays an over-the-top
version of the band’s manager,
John Silva, and feels right at home
given his character on “Curb Your
Enthusiasm.”
Also props to Slayer’s Kerry King
for the most electrifying of cameos,
and to horror-icon John Carpenter
for penning the film’s theme song.
Studio 666 is more likely to be nominated
for a Revolver Metal God Award than any
Academy Award, but it’s a great excuse to get
back into the movie theater.

20626 Medley Lane $2,750,000
NEW LISTING

Lisa Saver
CalBre Lic.#01203202

310.455.2540
Mobile 310.804.8607
TopangaHomesOnline.com

Beautiful Santa Fe / Pueblo Style 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath home in desirable upper Fernwood neighborhood with views of
downtown LA, Pacific Palisades, Topanga State Park and Eagle Rock. Located at the end of a quiet private road and built
in 1995 this unique home features Spanish tile, Venetian and hand crafted plaster walls, Douglas Fir headers, dual zone
climate control, and interior sprinklers. The living room features 14 ft. ceilings and fireplace with hand made accent tiles.
The gourmet kitchen has been fully renovated. The master suite has a Kiva fireplace and a spacious deck overlooking
the canyon. The master bath contains dual walk in closets, steam shower and deep spa soaking tub. The formal dining
room has canyon views and French doors leading to the family room with a second Kiva fireplace. Furnished with custom
Hacienda furniture and art from Mexico, some of which is available for sale. Landscaped with native plants, fruit trees,
succulents, Eugenias, Silk Oaks and various flowering fragrant species. Also a large grassy side yard with mature shade
trees and panoramic views. There is also a large wrought iron dog run and a fenced enclosure for domestic animals. A
lower patio with a sitting area and a swim spa. A spacious garage with a Tesla 60 watt power supply. Walking distance to
hiking trails and just minutes to Malibu’s beaches, restaurants and shopping.

Sotheby’s International Realt y and the Sotheby’s
International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered)
service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s
International Realty, Inc. If your property is listed with a
real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to
solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy
to work with them and cooperate fully.
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HOLY DAYS OF RENEWAL
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Pesach (Passover) 2022
April 15 to April 23
By Rabbi Dovid Weiss

Egypt is not only a geographical location
but also a state of mind.

P

assover is celebrated by Jews every year, commemorating the
anniversary of our miraculous Exodus from Egyptian slavery,
as told in the Bible. Our personal exodus from Egypt involves selftranscendence, lifting ourselves beyond our natural limitations.
On the first two nights of Passover, we hold a Seder.
After candles have been lit, we enjoy a ritual-rich 15-step feast,
which centers around telling the story of the Exodus. Some highlights
include: Drinking four cups of wine, dipping veggies into saltwater,
children kicking off the storytelling by asking the Four Questions (Mah
Nishtanah), eating matzah (a cracker-like food, which reminds us that
when our ancestors left Egypt they had no time to allow their bread to
rise) and bitter herbs, and singing late into the night.
Beginning on the evening preceding 15 Nissan, Passover lasts for
eight days in the Diaspora.
On Passover, Jews may not own or consume chametz, anything
containing grain that has risen. This includes virtually all breads, pastas,
cakes and cookies. Prior to the holiday, homes are thoroughly cleaned
for Passover, kitchens are purged, and the remaining chametz is burned
or sold.
Following the intermediate days, when work restrictions
are somewhat relaxed but chametz remains forbidden, we
celebrate the final two days of Passover, during which we look
forward to the future redemption through Moshiach (Messiah).
Passover is important to Jews, as it celebrates our birth as a nation.
Chabad of Topanga is located at 1459 Old Topanga Cyn. Rd., Topanga, CA
90290. Office: 310. 455. 1597; Cell: 310. 920. 5900; rabbiweiss@hotmail.
com; chabadoftopanga.com.

It’s not Just a Ride, it’s an Experience!

Dr.'s Appointments,
Business & Personal Trips

Airports Plus!
We know every driveway
- Since 1999 -

310.455.1924
310.456.4284 cell

Maskirsed
Requ

jenise@CanyonCarService.com
www.CanyonCarService.com
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SCHOOLHOUSE SCOOP

PHOTOS BY ETHAN LOVELL

TECS Variety Show Returns

“Fairies” from the TECS Rising Stars after-school program.

T

opanga Elementary Charter School (TECS)
held its third Variety Show on April 3, at Will
Geer’s Theatricum Botanicum. It is a glorious
celebration of the diverse talents and personalities
of TECS students. Like so many other wonderful
things, the Variety Show paused during 2020 and
2021, giving us all the more reason to celebrate
together in 2022. The theme for its return was
“Where the Wild Things Are” and it was produced
by the Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA)
committee of Topanga Enrichment Programs
(TEP). The show was hosted by father-son duo
Aaron and Tycho Hendry, and comedian Stacie
Burrows. With 24 acts and over 46 performing
students, this event was just what students and
parents needed to feel like a community again.
“Due to COVID concerns, we had to cancel
the first two dates, but we never gave up! Five
months ago, if you told me we would all be here
together supporting our school and children—
and maskless—I would not have believed you,”
remarked VAPA Chair Stephanie Polansky. “The
world is a better place when we can see the smiles
on our children’s faces. My dream is to make this
a two-day show that we can open to the entire
Topanga community to enjoy.
“This is our Third Variety show, which we’ve
historically held in the school auditorium,” said
show director Renee Welch. “It will continue to
be an annual tradition held here at the beautiful
Theatricum! After two years of lockdown, I
couldn’t be more thrilled to be here in person.
Co-show director Danita Menchell’s daughter
Darla, a TK class student, said her favorite part of
the show was singing on stage and dancing with
her friends. Silk Rope performer and fourthgrader Zoe Tashjian said, “It felt so great to do the
variety show for the first time in two years and be
with all these people again. Aerial is my passion
and I’m so happy I got to share it with everyone!”
TECS Mom and volunteer Jen Biehn shared her
son’s experience, “This is huge for our little dude,
Dashiell. He felt so good, and he loved being part
of a company of kids putting on a show.”
TECS Principal Kevin Kassebaum gave a
big thank-you, “to the parent organizers and
volunteers for helping to put together such a
wonderful variety show for our kids! And congrats
to our students. For some kids this was their first
public performance and it was amazing to see
the confidence-building that this opportunity
provided.”
Special thanks to Gina Shansey and the staff of
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The Ramos Ramblers, 2nd grader Winslow and her
father Ryan.

Kindergartner Anwen Torjussen on violin.

Will Geer’s Theatricum Botanicum for welcoming
this TECS event to their amazing venue. Thanks to
the daring and talented students who gave it their
all, and to the parents who volunteered both back
stage and with concessions. Thanks to kids who
worked concessions (Ella, Georgia, Indigo, Piper,
Roma, Sailor, and Sophia Bella). Last but not least,
thank you to the show’s enthusiastic audience
whose support of this TEP event provides funding
for enrichment programs at TECS including art,
PE, science, technology, and classroom aides.
A warm welcome to Ms. Watkins. The TECS
community extends a warm welcome to the new
first-grade teacher, Ms. Rochelle Watkins, a native
of Los Angeles. She joins TECS after teaching
in Sweden for seven years where, in addition to
her regular classes, she coached award-winning
Wonder League Robotics teams and LEGO
Robotics teams after school. We asked what type of
student she was in elementary school. “When I was
in school, I would often get in trouble for reading
a book during class. I perfected the technique of
walking through crowded halls with my nose in a
book, stepping over backpacks and avoiding walls
(mostly),” she commented. She also excelled in
music and was an award-winning trumpet player
(and was even on public television!).
Some of her advice to her students includes
embracing mistakes. “When you fail, look at why
you failed and try to figure out a way to a correct
answer. This is how you learn even more and also
become stronger.” She also emphasizes to her class
that each of her students is just as valuable as a
king, just as valuable as other classmates, and just
as valuable as a homeless person. “Treat everyone
with the same kindness and respect. Life is hard
for everyone, including insects!” she added. She’s
very excited to be teaching at TECS and to be
closer to her family.
Buddy benches are back. The buddy bench is
a tradition at TECS and thanks to the initiative of
the new Student Council and with support from
TEP, two new buddy benches have been added to
the playgrounds for the lower grades (TK/K, first,
and second grades). “The buddy bench is a special
place for younger students to go during recess
or lunch when they are feeling a bit lonely or
wanting someone to chat with.” explained Farrah
Whittenberg, third-grade class representative to
the Student Council. Council representatives will
rotate the task of engaging students who need a
buddy.
Support Your Public School. Next up is the
Spring Auction. TEP is seeking donations for
the auction of gift certificates to local venues, a
weekend at a vacation condo in Mammouth, a
master baker to teach a fun baking class. Donations
are tax deductible; please contact the TEP team at
marketing@topangaelementary.org

Autumn Busey, Zoe Tashjian, Riva Carter, and Sophia Bella Davis celebrating the TECS Variety Show.

Topanga Before Today
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Bill and Adam

Geraldine and Adam

Left: Adam’s 2nd birthday party
Above: Moms’ club, Geraldine and Adam on the right

‘Bill and Pablo Return to Brookside’
By Pablo Capra

H

aving written the book “Topanga Beach:
A History,” I’ve become an expert on the
area; but one part I still know little about is
Brookside, a neighborhood just under a mile
from the beach, where about 20 people lived.
On March 11, 2022, Topanga therapist Bill
Flaxman, 79, gave me a tour of this neighborhood
that State Parks demolished in the early 2000s
and has blocked off with yellow gates ever since.
Bill moved to Brookside with his wife Geraldine
in 1978. They had a son there, Adam, and stayed
until 1986, when they purchased a home off
Highvale Trail in Topanga.
“Brookside was the most beautiful place
I’ve ever lived,” Bill reflects. “Our house there
should have been preserved. It was like Will

Rogers’s house, but twice as big.”
He remembers how a flood washed out the
boulevard in 1980, and afterwards, their house
was the last one that could be reached by car
from PCH… for a whole year!
Bill and I parked on the dirt shoulder of
the boulevard, and ducked under the yellow
gate at Brookside Drive. Immediately, we
were knee-deep in brush and pushing our
way along paths that only existed in memory.
Bill came prepared with a machete, but what
used to be a 20-minute walk turned into two
hours of negotiating every few steps forward
in the wilderness.
The clearings that we succeeded in reaching,
sheltered under large trees and couched in
nasturtiums, were bulldozed home sites. One
still had a Jacuzzi, with frogs swimming in it.

These had been the homes of Wendy
Tahas and actor Robert Colbert (“The Time
Tunnel”), Devon Carter and Merrick Davidson
(“Messenger” newspaper founder), folksingers
George and Katie Wood (“The Special World
of George Wood and Katie”), Thais Rust Sykes
(contributor of many photos to the Historical
Society), painter Laura Way Mathiesen (whose
home was called Marmont Studio), sculptor
Arthur “King” Zimmerman, costumer Dean
“Skip” Skipworth (“Raging Bull”), electrician
Bob Sweeney (who lived in a plywood
pyramid), dancer Catherine Holliss, and the
corral of “Princess” (the horse celebrated in
“Idlers of the Bamboo Grove: Poetry from
Lower Topanga”).
It was a rare glimpse of a place once beloved
that has been hidden away for decades.
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RUDE INTERRUPTIONS
He Who Gets Slapped
By Joel Bellman

S

tand-up comics learn early on
how to shut down a heckler. But
even a veteran like Chris Rock could
never have prepared for an offended
Will Smith striding up on stage in
the middle of his Oscar presentation,
slapping him into the middle of next
week, as Stephen Colbert cracked,
and then striding off again to retake
his seat as if nothing had happened.
And if anyone had any lingering
doubts that this might have been a
bizarre but still scripted bit, Smith
should have dispelled them by
loudly dropping the f-bomb, twice,
on network TV just in case he still
hadn’t made his point. Not long
after, he collected his best-actor
Oscar with a rambling semi-apology
to everyone but the guy he hit, and
received a standing ovation.
In the following days, Smith
issued a more unreserved apology to
Rock personally, resigned from the
Academy, and after an emergency
Academy board meeting, was
banned from attending future
Oscars ceremonies for ten years due
to his “harmful behavior.” Recent
reports have him entering some kind
of high-level rehab for the stress.
Arizona congressman Morris
Udall once quipped during a lengthy
hearing, “Everything has been said,
but not everyone has said it.” So
here’s my take on one of the most

CREDIT

Before winning the Oscar for Best Actor in King Richard, Will Smith leapt from his front-row seat and smacked Oscar host Chris
Rock, presumably for insulting his wife. It was not a gag.

singular events in live TV history.
At this point, the least interesting
part of the conversation is what
happens to Will Smith. He clearly
needs to go away for a while and
do some personal work, and we
can only wish him well. But what’s
really disturbing are some of the
public reactions to so shocking an
act. Media events of this magnitude
are invariably Rorschach tests for
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the popular psyche, and what stands
revealed here is deeply disturbing.
The first problem was that
so many people have become
untethered from reality that they
were denying the plain fact of what
happened in front of their own
eyes. Against all evidence, despite
repeated viewings of the clips that
saturated the media, they continued
to insist it was all some kind of a
gag. Another sad example of how
years of non-stop lying, amplified
by right-wing media, by the former
president and his party—30,573 false
or misleading claims further during
his presidency documented by the
Washington Post fact-checking
team—has undermined the notion
of objective truth.
Too many people, even a few
celebrities, defended Smith’s slap as
a legitimate response to an offensive
remark in protecting his wife’s honor
or literally striking a blow in favor
of disability rights (even though
her alopecia is not disabling and
is a fairly common skin condition
that many of us, possibly even Rock
himself, had no idea she even had.)
Moreover, in recent years shaved
heads have become a distinct fashion
look among Black women, and she
looked as glamorous as anyone else
in the room.
Some of the most disappointing
reactions came from some quarters
in the Black community, mainly
women, who defended it on racial,
cultural, and even self-defense
grounds, calling Rock’s joke an
example of “misogynoir,” an
explicitly anti-Black-women kind of
hate speech. Others have suggested
that it’s racist almost by definition
for White people to criticize or
comment about Smith at all, because
this is a Black thing that White
people don’t understand. When I
cited a column by Kareem AbdulJabbar, who said of Smith,“With a
single petulant blow, he advocated
violence,
diminished
women,

insulted the entertainment industry,
and perpetuated stereotypes about
the Black community,” one White
friend dismissed it with,“Kareem is
only read by White people who are
fine with the racial status quo.”
Some observers saw further
evidence of the debased Hollywood
celebrity culture, but maybe the blacktie audience was too stunned and
confused to respond appropriately
to such a monumentally awkward
and unprecedented incident. Yet that
doesn’t explain all the subsequent
carefully crafted commentaries
defending Smith and blaming Rock
for somehow “asking for it.”
Most corrosive of all is the
haughty “oh, who cares” response
from people airily posturing that
they’ve got far more important
things to think about, as though
the debate is distracting them from
curing cancer or negotiating an end
to the Ukrainian war.
We should all care that a Black
performer got assaulted just for
performing, and firmly reject the
idea that because his assailant was
also Black, he had special license to
do it. It’s awful to pretend it doesn’t
matter because it’s just “family
business”—as too many White
people have traditionally ignored
crime and violence afflicting Black
communities—or because they’re
both rich, because they’re both
actors, or because as a friend lectured
me, “This was only violence lite.”
The FBI homicide data for 2019,
the most current year available, reveals
that 88.6% of the single-victim/
single-offender Black homicides were
committed by other Blacks. When
we feign indifference, or rationalize
violence to avenge insults or settle
disputes, we’re well on a road that
may start with a slap at the Oscars, but
ends up in shootouts on the streets of
Sacramento and countless other cities
across the country.
And, I wouldn’t boast of “not
caring” about any of that.

ALL THINGS CONNECTED
Digital Slang
By Paula LaBrot

I

t’s spring, 2022. All around us a whole
new language is blooming. This column is
dedicated to bringing folks up to speed on the
symbols of this new language. Parents, you in
particular pay attention because there is a lot
of information going into your kids’ phones
and computers as well as being sent from
these same devices. You should know about
using emojis and acronyms.
Acronyms are abbreviations. Acronyms
save a lot of time when creating a message.
They are not new. We’ve used them forever…
like IRS (Internal Revenue Service), FYI (for
your information), DIY (do it yourself), AKA
(also known as), WWW (world wide web), IQ
(intelligence quotient), etc.
Emojis (above) are characters and
symbols that give meaning to our messages.
Emojinmeaning.net suggests, “In written
texts, misunderstandings happen more
easily because of the lack of nonverbal
communication. Emojis, like the winking
emoji, complement nonverbal communication
and takes the edge off a statement. With this,
we try to reduce misunderstandings arising
from the interpretation of a message.” One
single emoji can represent our emotions,
circumstances, moods, or any other feelings
or expressions we’d like to describe. It’s the
real epitome of “no words needed.” Besides
variations of the ‘smiley face’ there are
symbols of objects, animals, nature, activities
and other graphics that carry meaning in the
new, digital language.
A Little History
In the mid-1980’s SMS messaging emerged.
SMS stands for Short Message Service. You
could send a message of only 160 characters
between mobile devices. Acronyms saved a
lot of space for users. According to linguist
Ben Zimmer, the first recorded use of LOL is
from the May 1989 edition of the FidoNews
Newsletter. (How many people are really
laughing out loud, when they text LOL? Just
asking…). Acronyms flourished in texting
language.
Emojis began as emoticons, i.e.,
punctuation marks, letters, and numbers
used to create pictorial icons that generally
display an emotion or sentiment, according
to Britannica.com. To express a symbolically
happy emoticon, you type a colon, dash and
backward-facing parentheses :-). A wink is ;).
A tease or sticking your tongue out is :P. My
Lips are Sealed is :X. Surprised is :O. Unhappy
is :( .
Emoticons come from two words, emotion
and icon, and are usually read sideways
because of the nature of the keyboard.
Emojis are more advanced versions of
emoticons. The word, emoji, comes from the
Japanese words for picture and character, tiny

pictures of something that expresses an emotion
or an idea.
According to pediaa.com, “Unlike emoticons,
emojis are free from letters, numbers and
punctuation. To use an emoji, all you have to do
is click on the emoji you want and press Enter.”

When Cute Becomes Criminal
We all have heard about sexting and about the
horror stories of people’s naked body parts
being discovered on computers and mobile
phones. I am not sure if you have heard of the
drug deals, human trafficking, crowd-inciting,
flash-mob crime threats, online grooming,
and other activities being negotiated in ‘emoji
code,’ what law professors Marilyn McMahon
and Elizabeth Kirley describe as “when cute
becomes criminal.”
Fake
prescription
pills,
including
those laced with deadly fentanyl and
methamphetamine, are often sold on social
media and e-commerce platforms.
The DEA publishes this graphic to help
parents, caregivers and educators understand
what the cute little emojis on a kid’s cell phone
or social media platform might represent.
A dragon is code for heroin, a snowman
is cocaine, a “P” means Percocet, a four-leaf
clover can be code for marijuana, a school
bus code for Xanax, while a blue heart refers
to meth. A red maple leaf is code for all drugs.
Dealers also use combinations of emojis to
convey more complex messages. For example,
a cookie, snowma n, box and parachute can
mean “a large batch of cocaine has arrived.”
Human traffickers use emojis to
communicate with buyers, and potential

clients on websites such as Backpage.com
(advertisements in the dating section)
and social media apps such as Facebook,
Snapchat, and Instagram. According to
skepticalworld.com, a crown indicates a
pimp or gang who keeps the victim confined
within certain perimeters. The number
of rose emojis may indicate price. Cherry
implies virginity, i.e., he or she is underage. A
growing heart means the victim is a minor or
“child-like.” An airplane indicates the buyer
must travel to the designated city where the
victim is located.

The American Academy of Pediatrics
says that according to a recent survey,
about 20 percent of teen boys and girls
have sexted. Knowing secret sexting codes
can help parents be aware of potential
cellphone and computer use issues with
their children.
Some acronyms include Code 9: Parents
are nearby; GNOC: Get naked on camera;
LMIRL: Let’s meet in real life; LH6: Let’s
have sex.
Examples of sexting emojis include
eggplants for male and tacos for female
body parts and peaches for large rear ends.
(We choose not to display them here.
Google “sexting symbols” for more
information.)
Digital Slang
The new, unconventional digital language
expressed in acronyms and symbols is
efficient, expressive, humorous, innovative
and creative. It can be a great form of
expression, but like all tools, the intent of
the user is the greatest factor in its effect.
It is worth using the internet to also learn
about harmful digital slang and emojis.
Language is intimately tied to culture and
this new language is part of our modern
culture, here to stay and growing in form
and usage.
Vamos a ver!
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PASSAGES
Taylor Hawkins Was There
By JP Spence

I

remember asking my dad when I first started
hunting albums at record stores, “What’s
YOUR favorite band?” And before I could even
finish asking, the answer was already there,
“Van Halen.” And silly, but logical, me goes,
“Yeah but they’re like everyone’s favorite band.”
And again, before I could even finish, pop goes,
“Yeah, but you weren’t there! I was there. I was
there when they were in Pasadena. I was there
at the Whiskey. I was there before you were
even a glint in my eye.”

Ouch. Lesson learned. Never question a
fan’s authenticity. Especially the real ones.
Before Eddie became a guitar god and Van
Halen became synonymous with all things
cool, Camaro, and cocky, they were called
Mammoth. The Van Halen brothers (Alex
and Eddie), Bassist Michael Anthony, and
frontman David Lee Roth owned Pasadena
and the Sunset strip before
future world domination.
Those fortunate enough to go
on the ride from beginning to
end grew up with the band.
Partied hard in the ‘80s,
sobered up in the ‘90s, and
dad-rocked it until the bitter
end. Van Halen was one of
Taylor Hawkins’ favorite
bands so I don’t think he’d
mind me using them as an
analogy.
Before Foo Fighters
became the 15-time grammy
award winning, rock-androll-hall-of-fame-inducted,
festival-headlining,
world-conquering
FOO
FIGHTERS. They became
my favorite band after a
friend gave me their first
CD, after proclaiming they
didn’t sound like Nirvana
enough. Nine albums and
countless concerts later, the
band and I had settled in a
great relationship together,
this was the band of my
lifetime.
On March 25th, I received
a text. Multiple texts. From caption
multiple people asking what
happened, if I had any inside
info on what happened as to
the cause of Foo Fighters’ drummer, Taylor
Hawkins’ death. I’ve made it a point to my
friends that I’m the biggest Foo Fighters
fan they knew so it’s no surprise that the
news hit like a death in the family. Writing
this whole thing seems crazy but I also
must stress that you weren’t there.
Other obituaries will highlight his
impeccable career, as they should. I want
you to know that Taylor Hawkins was a fan.
Of music. Of performing. Sadly, of excess.
Dave Grohl is the principal songwriter and
frontman for Foo Fighters but some of the
band’s best traits were Taylor Hawkins
signatures.
They’d love to play live, and loud, and
a lot. If you’re a resident of the greater San
Fernando Valley and a fan of the band you
could probably catch them under one of
their pseudonyms White Limo, The Holy
Shits, or (my favorite) Chevy Metal. You
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could almost catch them monthly at Route
66 in Northridge or Paladino’s in Reseda.
Every time Foo Fighters were about to
go on a years-long world tour, they’d say
goodbye to home by playing a string of
shows at The Canyon in Agoura. Hawkins
lived in Topanga, you probably bumped
into him as he was buying some smokes.

I

’ve seen the band enough times that I can
see the marked difference between a preTaylor and after-Taylor live performance.
First of all, they sounded great. They weren’t
one of those bands that didn’t live up to their
studio work (looking at you Blink-182). “So
we started coming with jams, and free forms,
and expansions of the song on stage and really
working out a show,” Hawkins has said. “Not
something like, with dancers, or something.
But we needed to develop a set so our show
was impressive.” It’s those sing alongs that have

cracking. “It’s time like these you give
and give again.” You had to be there. This
was the eye of the storm before Covid-19
and its Omicron variant. Before things
got worse. “It’s time like these you learn
to love again.” I’ve gone to hundreds of
shows, this was easily the most communal
moment I’ve ever had. I’m crying, Michael
is crying, the punk rocker with liberty
spikes is crying, the rocker-dad with his
kid on his shoulders is crying. “It’s times
like these, time and time again.” Always
with the perfect timing, Hawkins kicks
in with the drums and the band delivers a
career defining set in what would sadly be
their last Los Angeles show. Sheer power,
physicality and drum technique, yes, sure,
but the ability Taylor Hawkins had to bring
people together will be missed.
No, we’re not friends. He was a world
class drummer and I, a humble columnist

CREDIT

come to define them live. Between “My Hero,”
“Learn to Fly”, “Best of You,” and “Monkey
wrench” you were guaranteed to not have a
voice the next day.

I saw them last at what would be
Taylor’s, and potentially the band’s final
Los Angeles performance. However it was
a series of firsts. Not only was it the first
time seeing the Foo Fighters for my best
friend, Michael, but it was his first time at
the legendary Los Angeles Forum. More
importantly, in all our years of friendship
it was our first concert together. And what
happened next was true catharsis.
House lights down. Stage lights up. A
single note played by organist Rami Jaffee,
it’s their life-affirming single “Times Like
These.” And like a church choir everyone
sings, “It times like these you learn to live
again.” Even a frontman as seasoned as
Grohl can barely hold on with his voice

for an amazing paper. But we were aware of
each other although I’m sure the ratios were
different. I got fired from a job for leaving
early to sneak into a Foo Fighters show at
Paladinos, a heavy metal bar in the heart
of Reseda. After their set and still hanging
out, I had the nerve to tell him I quit my
job to see this show. Without missing a beat
he goes “well that deserves a drink.” I still
tell this story whenever I get the chance.
Years later, I spotted him at a Steel Panther
show at the Rainbow Room. Not that he
needed me to buy him a drink but I told
the bartender I got his next round. Hawkins
looks across the bar and as we make eye
contact he yells “Paladinos! Thank you!”
Taylor Hawkins will be loved and
missed because he wasn’t a rockstar, he
was a musician. Moreover, he was a fan.
He got it because he was there.
And now he’s not.
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