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Just Sold by The Wright Way Team
$165k+ Above Asking Price with Multiple Offers

Sandstone Bluffs Farm
•
•
•
•

Listed for $3,999,000
Sold for $4,165,000
4 Offers
Sold for $165k Above Asking Price

TOPANGA'S NUMBER ONE TEAM
#1
#1
#1
#1
#1
#1
#1

IN 2022 TOPANGA HOMES SOLD - 11 HOMES
IN 2022 TOPANGA LISTINGS SOLD - 8 SELLERS
IN 2022 TOTAL TOPANGA SOLD VOLUME - $27 MILLION
IN 2022 TOPANGA LIST PRICE TO SALE PRICE RATIO - 110% +
IN SHORTEST DAYS ON MARKET - 41
HIGHEST AVERAGE PRICE PER SQUARE FOOT SOLD - $1,246
HIGHEST 2022 TOPANGA SALE - $5.3+ MILLION

Simply put, we sell more Topanga Real Estate, faster, and for
more money, than anyone. Call us today to find out how.
@thewrightwayteam
NUMBER ONE TOPANGA TEAM. PASSIONATE LOCAL AGENTS. UNPARALLELED MARKETING REACH.
INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY. RESULTS DELIVERED. AN EXPERIENCE LIKE NO OTHER.

Adrian Wright

Jordan Wright

818.939.6415
adrian.wright@compass.com
DRE 00935559

818.746.6987
jordanwright@compass.com
DRE 01952694

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01991628. All material
presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition,
sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. #1 Topanga agents status for homes/listings sold
based on total closed sales in 90290 of both known on and off market YTD. Sales volume rounded to nearest million. List price to sale price ratio, average square
footage, and time on market for all agents with at least 5 Topanga sales in 2022. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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DO NOT DO THIS!

PHOTO BY FLAVIA PONTEZA

The Art of Receiving
Lunch, dinner, chicken soup, groceries, dog food, cat food, laundry, dog walking, errands, trips to the
doctor, advocates who know how to work the medical system, people popping in to say, “How are ya?
Need anything?” It could be overwhelming if it weren’t so welcome. As I convalesce from the accident,
I wonder how you can repay so much generosity and good will. “Thank you” doesn’t seem adequate.
There’s a humility that comes with receiving knowing you could never give back what you’ve received.
My mother’s wisdom gives me comfort. Simply say, “Thank you,” she advised. A time will come when
you will do the same without hesitation or question..

editor@thecanyonchronicle.com
General inquiries:
info@thecanyonchronicle.com
Advertising inquiries:
ads@thecanyonchronicle.com
P.O. Box 1101
Topanga, CA 90290
(310) 460-9786
Follow us on Instagram @thecanyonchronicle,
& Facebook and twitter @CanyonChronicle
The Canyon Chronicle is an
independent community newspaper
published bi-weekly by Canyon Media,
Inc.©2020. All rights reserved.
thecanyonchronicle.com

The Return of the Topanga Symphony
“Father’s Day was a gorgeous, renaissance moment,” writes Paula LaBrot. “A live, talented orchestra
of professional, amateur and student musicians played a beautiful [free]concert at the Community
House for a live, eclectic, intelligent audience. Ruth Bruegger gave a virtuoso performance, bringing
the audience to their feet in appreciation. Milles gracias to all the members of the Topanga Symphony
for bringing such quality and beauty to our lives here in Topanga and such wonderful opportunities
for local amateurs and young musicians to play with the pros.” Thank you Jeanne Mitchell for
coordinating it.
Richard Newton Sherman (1937-2021)
Dick Sherman died peacefully on December 30, 2021, his wife, Lyn and her bloodhound by his side.
There will be a Memorial service on Sunday, July 24th, from 2-5 p.m. at 1909 Topanga Canyon Blvd,
Topanga, CA 90290. RSVP is required. Send to ShermanMemorial724@gmail.com. Serena Wiley is
coordinating the event and has set up a GoFundMe account to help pay for the memorial: GoFundMe.
com/Richard-Sherman-Topanga. Additional money over and above the cost of the event will be
donated in Richard’s name to The Blue Bell Cat Foundation in Laguna Beach, CA.
Dick Sherman was a man for his time. He was a well-known contractor in Malibu and Topanga for
over 60 years, specializing in underground utilities and septic systems. His interest in the history of
the area and being such an integral part of Topanga, made him one of the most entertaining guests at
Topanga Historical Society events, probably because he lived so much of it. He was truly beloved by all
who knew him...for his skill, his generosity, and humor.
—Flavia Potenza

TheCanyonChronicle.com

Wishing all a happy Fourth of July a bit early
as we celebrate the birth of our Republic,
keeping in mind that it is founded on principles
of democracy that are being sorely tried
throughout the world. Extreme factions that
bring hatred and violence to American life
cannot be allowed to stand. God Bless the First
Amendment and all we hold dear.
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News
Fundraising Gala Also Raises 5G Awareness
By Kathleen Gildred
5G Free California, a Topanga organization working
to educate the public on the negative effects of
wireless communication, held a Fundraising Gala
at the Inn of the Seventh Ray and via Zoom, on
Monday, June 13. About 70 people attended the
event with 50 more on Zoom. Owner Lucy Yaney
of the Inn provided the space and delicious desserts
and Tony Selvage and his electronic violin provided
the entertainment.
While the telecommunications industry tells
us that wireless infrastructure will solve the digital
divide and is safe, secure, and energy efficient,
hundreds of scientists, health experts and about 30
percent of lay people who experience symptoms tell
a different story. There is an alternative already in
place as national policy.
Wireless vs. Fiber Optics
Kate Kheel of Safe Tech International began the
program saying the wireless technology being
rolled out can best be termed as “techno-ecocide,”
the systemic destruction of our ecosystem by the
exploitative use of technology.
According to lawyer Julian Gresser, fiber
optics are superior to wireless. “Today, a small
cell or macro-tower can suddenly appear right
next to your home without notice or public
hearing and could continuously irradiate you
and your children. When challenged, the telecom
company would assert they have an easement on
your property and nothing can be done. This is a
violation of the First and Fifth Amendments and
due process; it is called a ‘taking’ which requires
fair and adequate compensation.”
The Biden administration, recognizing
the benefits of fiber optics, authorized the

PHOTO BY KATHLEEN GILDRED

The melodic strains of Tony Selvage’s electronic violin
brought harmony to the 5G Free California Gala and its
serious message.

National Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA), an agency of the U.S.
Department of Commerce that serves as the
President’s principal adviser on telecommunications
policy, to prioritize optical fiber as national policy
and authorized billions of dollars to support it.
Optical fiber is safer, cyber-secure, energy
efficient, faster, reliable, and sustainable. California
can apply for the NTIA federal funding, but LA
County would only be eligible for areas without
wireless networks.
There are two ordinances pending (Titles 16 and

22), that would codify and change existing laws to
allow the rollout of 5G towers every 200 feet.
The L.A. County Board of Supervisors is slated to
vote on these ordinances and if approved, would pit
LA County against federal policy.
Larry Ortega of the Fiber First Initiative
explained that “Wireless companies didn’t connect
people in low-income neighborhoods because it
was not profitable. But now, telecom and County
Supervisors are using this as an excuse for why they
need to build out the inferior wireless network to
purportedly bridge the digital divide.”
Ortega also said that “95% of our leadership do
not understand the difference between fiber optics
and wireless connectivity. Wireless is less expensive
in the first two years, but doubles the cost over a 10year window and uses ten times as much energy as
fiber optics, which have better connectivity. Building
it out would infuse hundreds of millions of dollars
into the local economy.
Local officials need to know that fiber optics is
the fiscally responsible and best way to go.
Fire consultant Susan Foster reported that
firefighters in central CA with 2G towers on
their stations experienced extreme symptoms
of electro-sensitivity. After five years, all of
these previously healthy firefighters had brain
damage, headaches, sleep disruption, ADHD,
tinnitus, infertility, mood swings, depression,
and anxiety. Because of this and AB537,
signed by Governor Newsom last October,
fire stations throughout the state are now exempt
from having cell towers erected on them.
The last four major fires in our area have
been linked to telecommunications equipment,
costing over $6 billion in damages. Macro towers
have smart meters without fuse protection, so
Continued on page 11

S A N TA M O N I C A C O L L E G E

SMC: Making Higher
Education Affordable
SANTA MONICA COLLEGE MALIBU CAMPUS
OPENING SPRING 2023
SANTA MONICA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Dr. Louise Jaffe, Chair; Barry Snell, Vice Chair; Dr. Susan Aminoff; Dr. Nancy Greenstein;
Dr. Margaret Quiñones-Perez; Rob Rader; Dr. Sion Roy; Ali Shirvani, Student Trustee;
Kathryn E. Jeffery, Ph.D., Superintendent/President
Santa Monica College, 1900 Pico Boulevard, Santa Monica, CA 90405
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We Value Your Opinion
Please share your input about what classes you would like us to offer at the
new Santa Monica College Malibu campus by taking a brief online survey.
The three-acre campus—SMC’s first in Malibu—includes a two-story educational
building with dedicated science and computer labs, a 100-seat lecture hall with
sloped seating for music and film, an art studio, open floor spaces for dance and
yoga, general classrooms, a conference room, a community room, outdoor study
spaces, and an interpretive center to tie into the rich and varied coastal features
nearby. We expect to open for classes and community use in
Spring 2023. More information about the campus can be found
on the survey page.

smc.edu/malibusurvey

JUST LISTED
HISTORICAL AND STUNNING ARCHITECTURAL HOME I 1359OLDTOPANGA.COM
OFFERED AT $2,600,000
1359 OLD TOPANGA CANYON ROAD | TOPANGA
4 Bedrooms l 4 Bathrooms I 3 SEPARATE HOMES - 2 ADDRESSES, 3.5 ACRES

JUST SOLD
$2,825,000

JUST SOLD
$3,002,008

LUXURY ESTATE
LIVE OAK MOUNTAIN ARTISAN OASIS I LIVEOAKMOUNTAINARTISANOASIS.COM
OFFERED AT $6,999,000
TOPANGA
6 Bedrooms l 5 Bathrooms l 5 Half Bathrooms l 27 Total Rooms l Aprx. 8,300 Sq. Ft.
See More
Scan code

Voted: Best of the Best - America’s Best
Catherine Campbell
DRE: 01164030 | 310.663.9039
catherine@lovetopanga.com
© 2022 Sotheby’s International Realty. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark and used with permission. Each Sotheby’s International Realty office is independently owned and operated, except those operated by Sotheby’s International
Realty, Inc. All offerings are subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal without notice. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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News
New Sheriff to Town Council: ‘You are incredible partners’
By Annemarie Donkin

theft in the 3100 block of Voltaire
Drive that contained two laptops.
There was a vehicle theft in the 1900
block of North Topanga Cyn. Blvd.
CHP West Valley Division recovered
the vehicle two days later.

T

opanga Town Council President
Carrie Carrier hosted the June
15 Zoom meeting with reports from
the Sheriff ’s department, LACoFD,
and CHP.
Malibu-Lost Hills Sheriff ’s Captain
Jennifer Seetoo joined the meeting
and was warmly received by all.
“I already like you guys, so many
familiar faces and friends, I can’t wait
to reconnect,” she said. “Topanga
is very near and dear to my heart.
I look forward to working with
each one of you, you are incredible
partners… I feel truly blessed that
the community supports us that
much. I live in Westlake Village and I
want to stay here as long as possible.
James Grasso and I will plan a ridealong through Topanga—I like
seeing what’s changed and refresh
my memory on the ins and outs.”
Sheriff ’s Dept. Briefing. Deputy
Richard Baldi, the Sheriff ’s Liaison
for Topanga, reported on the
incidents noting that crime was
down by 34.8 percent in April and
down 12 percent in May over 2021.
Noteworthy events for April
included the theft of a catalytic
converter in the 1200 block of North
Topanga Canyon Blvd. from a 2002
Ford F-550 truck. No suspect(s) seen
or heard.
Deputy Baldi reported a package

LOCK YOUR DOORS, FOLKS!
Crime for May included two
residential burglaries on the 3100
block of Hodler Drive. In one
incident, suspects unknown made
entry via an unlocked sliding door
while the victim and family were
sleeping inside the residence. Video
footage showed two males wearing
dark clothing. Property taken was a
laptop, iPad, iPhone, ear pods, purse,
vehicle key and wallet. The ear pods
pinged to a location in Van Nuys.
In the second incident, laptops,
headphones and a backpack were
stolen. Video footage showed two
males wearing dark clothing and
gloves; there were no signs of forced
entry and the victims were asleep
during the incident.
A residential burglary occurred
in the 3300 block of Summit Pointe
Drive. Entry was made via an
unlocked rear sliding glass door.
An iPad was stolen and found
pinging in San Fernando.
A residential burglary was
reported in the 22000 block of Alta
Ridge Drive. There were no signs
of forced entry; a cell phone, tools,

Thinking About Buying
or Selling a Home?
Thinking About Buying
or Selling a Home?
EXPERIENCE SOMETHING
DIFFERENT
Responsiveness.
Attention to Detail.
Results.

KIRSTEN BOHMAN
(310) 403-4818
KirstenBohman@gmail.com
IG: vacayeveryday4life

137 S. Topanga Canyon Blvd.
DRE# 00528707

EXPERIENCE SOMETHING
DIFFERENT
Responsiveness.
Attention to Detail.
Results.

KIRSTEN BOHMAN
(310) 403-4818
KirstenBohman@gmail.com

137 S. Topanga Canyon Blvd.
DRE# 00528707
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Fire Department Briefing. Los
Angeles County Fire Chief Drew
Smith reported that for April and May,
Station 69 worked with the Sheriff ’s
and the CHP for several incidents in
the Canyon, including one vehicle fire
and 13 calls. “What we do see in the
Canyon is that our engine companies
are reporting obstacles from cars
parked illegally on the road,” he said.
“Our fire trucks are 26 feet long and
weigh 120,000 pounds; it’s tough
enough to navigate Topanga but
compounded by vehicles illegally
parked and blocking fire hydrants is a
challenge. We will make notifications
throughout the Canyon that rogue
parking is becoming a problem.
Spread the word to the community.”
CHP Report. For April, California
Highway Patrol Officer Wes Haver
reported for Topanga Canyon Blvd.
from two-mile bridge to L.A. City
limits (Cezanne Ave.), that the CHP
responded to six traffic collisions.
Of the six collisions reported, four
were injury and two were property
damage-only. The “primary collision
factors” were unsafe turning
movement, unsafe speed, unsafe
start, and unsafe passing on the left.
There was one traffic collision for the
same reporting period in 2021.
For Topanga Canyon Boulevard
from two-mile bridge to PCH,
the CHP responded to two traffic
collisions. Of the two collisions
reported, one was an injury and
one was a property damage-only.

IG: vacayeveryday4life
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checks and U.S. currency were stolen.
No suspects were seen or heard.
A purse was stolen in the 100
block of Old Topanga Canyon Road.
The victim had her purse hanging on
the back of a chair at the location, left
the table for a short period, returned
and noticed her purse was missing.
The victim was alerted of attempted
charges on a stolen credit card at a
Whole Foods Market in Woodland
Hills. Video footage at Whole Foods
showed a male and a female in their
40’s to 50’s attempting to purchase
gift cards with the stolen credit card.
An electric bicycle was stolen
from a driveway in the 21900 block
of Canon Drive; no suspects(s) seen
or heard. A traffic sign message board
was stolen from the area of Calabasas
Peak Mountainway and Old Topanga
Canyon road.

The “primary collision factors” were
unsafe passing on the left and unsafe
turning movement. There were
four traffic collisions for the same
reporting period in 2021.
For May, Officer Haver reported
that for Topanga Canyon Blvd. from
two-mile bridge to L.A. City limits
(Cezanne Ave.) the CHP responded
to nine traffic collisions. Of the nine
collisions reported, five were injury
collisions and four were property
damage-only. The “primary collision
factors” of the collisions were unsafe
turning movement, unsafe entry
onto highway, and unsafe passing
on the right. There were three traffic
collisions for the same reporting
period in 2021.
For Topanga Canyon Boulevard
from two-mile bridge to PCH,
the CHP responded to zero traffic
collisions. There were five traffic
collisions for the same reporting
period in 2021.
To report unsafe driving
behaviors in Topanga and the Santa
Monica Mountains, please call
CHP dispatch at (323) 259-3200.
NOTE: The Town Council will
take a summer hiatus in July and
Aug. returning on Sept. 14.
Topanga Access Cards—Renew
your cards online. First-time
cardholders should call to arrange
an appointment at (310) 455-3001,
then press 0 to leave your name
and phone number. Call Lindsay
Zook for an appointment at (310)
569-8931 or purchase online at:
topangatowncouncil.org
The Topanga Town Council is
looking for volunteers to help on
various activities. For more info, email
us at: contact@topangatowncouncil.
org or (310) 455-3001
RESOURCES:
Third District Supervisor Sheila
Kuehl’s Office—Contact Tessa
Charnofsky at TCharnofsky@bos.
lacounty.gov; (818) 880-9416
State Senator Henry Stern—
Contact Jeremy Wolf at Jeremy.
Wolf@sen.ca.gov;
(818) 876-3352
Assemblymember Richard
Bloom—Contact Tim Pershing at
Tim.Pershing@asm.ca.gov;
(310) 450-0041
Topanga Canyon Town Council
Formed in 1977 in response to
needs unique to the mountain
community, residents created
the TCTC to serve as a liaison
with Topanga’s official governing
body, the Los Angeles County
Supervisor’s Office. For information:
onetopanga.com/topanga-towncouncil; (310) 455-3001.

TheCanyonChronicle.com

ENVIRONMENT
Caring for Your Trees During Drought
By Rosi Dagit, Certified Arborist,
Sr. Conservation Biologist

all of us. Removing them causes
additional stress.

W

hile our long-lived trees are
able to withstand quite a bit,
the combination of almost 20 years
of below normal precipitation and
more days with extreme heat, they
are being pushed to their limit.
If your trees have not usually had
irrigation, then the best strategy is to
do a long, slow deep soak overnight
once a month using a soaker hose
set at least three feet away from the
trunk and extending out to the edge
of the canopy if possible. The goal
is to get the soil under the hose wet
down to about four tosix inches.
Adding a two-to-four-inch layer
of tree leaf mulch to protect the soil
and roots from the direct impact of
the sun will also help. Even better,
instead of raking up or removing the
leaves in the fall, sweep them into a
manageable layer under the dripline
of the tree. This allows the leaves to
disintegrate and recycle nutrients
back into the tree while providing
many other benefits. The tension
between maintaining a good level of
mulch without setting up a potential
fire hazard means that you should
take care of surrounding areas and
not allow build up within five feet of
any structures. There is a lot of really
helpful information about how to
manage your landscape for fire safety
at https://defensiblespace.org

PHOTO COURTESY OF RCDSMM STREAM TEAM

Spread the soaker hose under the canopy but not next to the trunk.

If your trees have been getting
irrigated as part of your yard, taper
the watering down rather than stop
watering abruptly. After about a
month they should be able to handle
the once-a-month regime.
For oaks in particular it is
really critical to not have the water
directly hit the trunk or the area
within about a three-foot radius
of the trunk. Root rot loves warm
wet soils, so the trick is to provide
sufficient water to support the
tree, without too much to give the
root pathogens time to proliferate.
Letting the soil dry out between

the monthly deep soaks is the
best strategy. For a deeper dive
into how to care for oaks during
drought, check out the UCANR
Green Blog post at https://ucanr.
edu / bl o g s / bl o g core / p ostd etail .
cfm?postnum=17495
Another important consideration
is not to prune trees during the hot
summer months when water stress
is high. In addition to protecting
any nesting birds, the leaves are
what generate energy for the tree,
provide shade to moderate the soil
temperature under the canopy,
and provide much loved shade for

Nurture the Baby Oaks
You can help nurture the baby oaks
planted at Trippet Ranch in Topanga
State Park by “adopting” one of the
trees you see along the trail. The
RCDSMM Stream Team has been
growing more than 250 oaks to
reforest an area where mature trees
were killed in 2015 due to drought
and impacts from beetles. We rely
on volunteers to help water the trees
every two weeks. Sign up to help
at rcdsmm.org/upcoming-events. In
addition, if you carry an extra liter or
two of water as you hike up to Eagle
Rock or Parker Mesa, you can share
that water with one of the baby trees
and supplement what they are getting
from us. Our data shows that the trees
that received extra water from their
adopted caregivers are growing faster
than those that are just getting the
minimum we can provide.
All our trees deserve our care as
the stresses faced not only by them,
but by us, mount up. The added
benefit of taking care of our trees,
is that they then take care of us and
many other creatures that rely upon
them for food, nest sites, or shelter.
Spending even 20 minutes a week
enjoying the company of a tree has
been shown to provide numerous
health benefits. Hope to see you
among the trees!

19696 Grand View Dr. $1,150,000
IN ESCROW

Lisa Saver
CalBre Lic.#01203202

310.455.2540
Mobile 310.804.8607
TopangaHomesOnline.com

Charming two bedroom, two bath, View home in Fernwood area of Topanga
Canyon. This sweet home is located on approx. 4/10 of an acre with
amazing trees and panoramic views. This home has multiple wrap around
viewing decks and a spacious custom stone patio. Perfect for entertaining!
There’s also a large flat grassy lawn and a detached studio – Office. Very
private and quiet. Lovely garden setting. Close to hiking trails, PCH, and
Malibu’s most beautiful beaches.

Sotheby’s International Realt y and the Sotheby’s
International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered)
service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s
International Realty, Inc. If your property is listed with a
real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to
solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy
to work with them and cooperate fully.
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Topanga before today

The Stone House, Part 8: ‘Ingrid
By Pablo Capra

a barn, so they prepared to defend their home when the Old Topanga
Fire came in 1993. “We planned to survive a fire in the 1920s foodn the early 1970s, Marvin and Judy Zeidler rented the stone house to
storage bunker,” said Dede. The first minutes of the conflagration were
a horse trainer, who grew marijuana on the property.
the scariest for Ingrid, who spotted the smoke while she was out riding
In 1972, the horse trainer left, and they rented to a lesbian couple:
her horse. Trying to return home, she risked getting hit as the road
Ingrid Lindquist (b.1946) from Los Angeles, and Dede Potvin (b.1939)
turned into a racecourse. The fire stopped just across the street from the
from Springfield, MA. Dede remembers, “It took about a year for
stone house, then changed direction and ravaged Malibu.
random people to stop driving up at all hours of the day and night
In 1994, the Northridge Earthquake collapsed their chimney and left
looking to buy.”
cracks in the stone house.
When the two women moved in, they found a man sleeping on the
“We ignored experts who advised us to demolish walls or add posts
kitchen counter. “We were a bit afraid to check on him, thinking he
that would have changed the look of the house, leaving these problems
might be dead, but he was just hung over. So that night, we went out
for the next owner to fix,” Ingrid said.
for pea soup and homemade bread at the Post Office Cafe,” Ingrid said.
A couple of times, film companies rented their property. One film,
After a year, the Zeidlers announced that they had sold
in the early 1970s, was a Navy recruiting commercial that
the stone house. Fortunately for the women, the buyer’s
featured Ingrid’s horses. “I turned down other offers of
check bounced, and they were able to buy the house
folks wanting to film on the property because the crew
themselves. “We got a copy of the early-1900s lease.
came in to use our phone too often,” Dede said.
It said only whites could live there,” revealed
Another film was the TV movie, Elvis (1979).
Ingrid, whose family had been in Topanga
Shot in December 1977, shortly after the
almost that long. Sometime between 1931singer’s death, it starred Kurt Russell and was
36, her grandparents Nels and Magdalene
directed by John Carpenter. In one scene, a
Lindquist tried to buy the Topanga Mineral
boy actor, playing young Elvis, looks into
Springs Tavern at Horseshoe Bend. Her
the creek and sees a mirage of his stillborn
parents Robert “Jerome” and Dorothy
twin.
Lindquist briefly lived at the Tavern. One
The neighborhood was full of
day, while Jerome was at work, Dorothy
characters.
made an autumnal centerpiece for their
Neighbor Gary Gunn Sr. was their
table, only to find out that the leaves
handyman. One of his three children,
she’d collected were poison oak.
Gary Gunn Jr., later also worked on the
In the early 1940s, Ingrid’s parents
stone house property. He named his son
and grandparents bought houses on
Tommy Gunn.
Topanga Lane in Lower Topanga, where
The “Fifth Beatle,” Billy Preston
she learned to ride horses. Her house was
(b.1946), brought his horse over so
destroyed in the 1969 flood.
Ingrid could help it give birth. The mare
“I lost my corral and needed a new
was named Fancy Lady after the song he
riding property to teach students. Before
was recording at the time.
moving to Old Topanga, I managed a stable
Across the street lived Patty Davis
in Rustic Canyon. I met Dede there when
(b.1952), the daughter of California Governor
she signed up for my class. My other students
and future President Ronald Reagan. From
included Don Murray and Hope Lange’s daughter
1974-75, Davis was in a relationship with Eagles
Patty, and the Days of Our Lives soap-opera actress
guitarist Bernie Leadon (b.1947). Her mother Nancy
Patricia Barry.”
Reagan famously disowned her for living with a man
Ingrid and Dede, with Erica hugging
a donkey, December 1990
In 1981, Dede started a printing business in
before marriage. The Eagles album, One of These
Chatsworth called Printing Safari that she ran
Nights (1975), has a song that Davis co-wrote called
for 30 years.
“I Wish You Peace.”
The women raised their adopted daughter Erica (b.1987) in the stone
In Bonnell Park lived the Chandlers, who prided themselves on
house. Ingrid had followed a lawyer’s advice, but not her conscience,
their country lifestyle. “Ralph Chandler judged his wealth by his
when she adopted Erica as a single parent in 1988. Four years later,
woodpile. When you went over for a visit, his wife Dorothy would
Ingrid and Dede became one of the first lesbian couples to go back to
shoo the chickens off the couch,” Ingrid said.
court to make the adoption joint.
The Rhodes family—Bill, Rita, and their sons Randy, Sean, and
Erica grew up playing with all the animals on the ranch that they
Patrick—had previously been neighbors of Ingrid on Topanga Lane.
called Oakwood Farm. “Besides the horses, we had six peacocks (Whites,
They played volleyball in the back of the stone house property so often
Indians, and Pies), goats, sheep, mini-mules, and donkeys. We had a pig
that the running joke was that they should buy the parcel. Bill’s second
named Bacon and a pig named Junior. A mini Noah’s Ark,” Dede said.
wife, Mary Colvig, was publisher of the Topanga Messenger newspaper
Keeping animals also meant a lot of dashing outside to frighten away
until it was dissolved on December 1, 2016, 40 years to the day since it
dogs, coyotes, and mountain lions (spotted twice).
began in 1976.
The last family to raise children in the stone house were the
Ingrid and Dede enjoyed researching their house’s history and
Mazets, the original owners, 100 years ago. The women made several
inviting groups over for talks. In the 1990s, they met Doris Weber
improvements to convert it back to a family home.
Fredendall (1910-2003) in a Santa Monica nursing home. Almost 90
“We tore down the entire back of the house and rebuilt it as a log
years old, she shared memories of living on the ranch in the 1920s and
cabin. Before that, it was a shack with no insulation or space in the
many rare photos. The women contributed this information to The
walls for electricity. There were windows decoupaged to look like
Topanga Story.
stained glass, wall paneling painted in red and green watercolors, an
In 2000, the women sold the stone house. “I was tired of driving.
aqua kitchen counter, and black lights. The back porch was dirt, and
Sometimes the road was out for nine months,” Dede said. Today, they
the back bedroom that was L-shaped, had dirt in the bottom of the L.
live in Tehachapi, CA. Their daughter, Erica, attended Whittier College,
Coincidentally, the grain of the wood cupboard looked just like Charles
Oxford University, and Bristol University, and is now an Art History
Manson,” Ingrid said.
professor at Taft College.
In the late 1970s, a flood washed out the bridge that was part of their
driveway. Local contractor Dick Sherman built a larger bridge to span
Pablo Capra is the Archivist for the Topanga Historical Society
the widened creek bed.
and author of “Topanga Beach: A History” (2020). More at
They’d heard that fires had nearly destroyed their ranch, and burned
topangahistoricalsociety.org.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF INGRID LINDQUIST AND DEDE POTVIN
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The stone house, 1970s

Erica in an
Oakwood
Farm cart,
2000

Horse corrals on Oakwood Farm, 2000
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ARTS
Scoundrels be Wary of The Merry Wives of Windsor
By Robin Stroll

A

rollicking good time was had
by all at the opening night of
The Merry Wives of Windsor at the
Will Geer Theatricum Botanicum on
June 11. The performance more than
fulfilled the wishes of director Ellen
Geer, who hoped the comedy would
provide a measure of joy during these
challenging times.
The production is set in a small
town in Connecticut in the 1950s,
and it features lively song and dance
numbers from that era. It starts off
with a bang, with the full cast dancing
the jitter bug.
In her Director’s Notes, Ellen Geer
writes that she chose the 1950s for this
comedy “in a time when everything
was looking perfect and very moral,
but underneath…American women
were, once again, beginning to
question their station in life. After
Covid and all the difficult and glorious
change we face in life today, may doing
this play be part of the healing and give
you JOY!”
As the play unfolds, we meet the
delightfully silly, but lovable characters.
There’s John Falstaff, the rascal who
plans to seduce the wives of the town’s
most wealthy men, Mr. Ford and Mr.
Page. Falstaff, however, is no match for
the wily wives, who turn the tables on
him, tricking him into one humiliating
situation after another. Jeff Wiesen
plays the rogue, Flattest, to perfection,

CREDIT

Emily Bridges (top) as Mrs. Ford and Willow Geer (below) as Mrs. Page kick up their
heels with Jeff Wiesen as Falstaff.

preening before the mirror, patting his
ample beer belly, and congratulating
himself on his ability to charm women.
Emily Bridges and Willow Geer light
up the stage as Mrs. Ford and Mrs.
Page, wholeheartedly enjoying the
opportunity to engage in humorous
hijinks.
Jonathan Blandino plays Mr. Ford,
the hapless husband prone to jealousy
who comes up with his own plot to
foil Falstaff. His plans go wildly awry
and he provides some of the most
entertaining moments of the play as his

moods swing back and forth between
high anxiety and mortification.
Melora Marshall is a wickedly
funny Mrs. Quickly, carrying messages
between the conniving parties, happily
pocketing bribes from those she is
working against as well as those she is
working for.
Adding to the fun are the upbeat

’50s tunes, with lyrics adapted to
the times. Mrs. Quickly performs a
seductive rendition of “Rag Mop”.
Falstaff and the two wives tap dance
through the forest to the strains of
“Life Could Be A Dream.”
Finally, Ernestine Phillips as hostess
of The Garter, the local bar, owns the
stage when she belts out “Love Potion
Number Nine,” her gold-capped tooth
sparkling in the light.
The production could be
strengthened by tightening the first
half. It’s hard to keep track of the
wealth of characters and follow the
two subplots. But the second half
of the production provides pure,
unadulterated joy.
So, if you are looking for a respite
from the cares of the world, pack a
picnic and enjoy an evening of laughter
under the stars in Topanga Canyon’s
beautiful outdoor theater.
Will Geer’s Theatricum Botanicum is
ocated at 1419 North Topanga Canyon
Blvd. in Topanga, midway between
Malibu and the San Fernando Valley.
For a complete schedule of performances, to purchase tickets and for
information including up-to-date
Covid19 protocols on the day of each
performance, call (310) 455-3723 or
visit theatricum.com.

Ernestine Philips as Hostess of The Garter conspires with Jonathan Blandino as
Mr. Ford.

June to July Events
n Special Reception, Saturday,
June 25, 12:30-7 p.m.—Steampunk
artist Kit Plumridge invites you to
a unique solo exhibit on the Isle of
Plumii, a world that exists outside of
time. Half steampunk renegades, half
apocalyptic warriors, the residents
exist off the grid. Join the games,
join the fun with a Treasure Hunt for
Golden Rings and a sneak preview
of the upcoming graphic novel, “The
Isle of Plumii—Quest for Tig.” Music
by Carly & the Universe. Food trucks.
Free tickets. Through July 3.
n Tyzbir & Kim Solo Exhibits, July
8-24,—Multi-medium artist Idelle
Okman Tyzbir’s works in metal,
watercolor and photography reflect
her life. June Kim builds her sculptures
and installations by fabricating red
thread on plexiglass structures based
on her social media data.
Topanga Canyon Gallery, 137 S.
Topanga Canyon Blvd., Topanga,
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CA
90290.
(310)
455-7909;
topangacanyongallery.org.
n Theatricum Summer Repertory
Season continues with the opening
of Ernest Thompson’s revised “all
new” revival of his 1981 comedy
West Side Waltz on June 25, featuring
mother Ellen Geer, her daughter,
Willow Geer, and her sister, Melora
Marshall.
n The world premiere of Trouble
the Water opens July 9, adapted for
the stage by Ellen Geer from the
2019 award-winning historical novel
by Rebecca Dwight Bruff. Gerald
C. Rivers directs and leads the large
cast in the role of Robert Smalls,
the first African American hero of
the Civil War, who commandeered
a Confederate warship carrying an
arsenal of rebel weaponry to the
Union army, as well as fellow slaves.

LONG DISTANCE LISTENING PARTY
Meet HALEY

By Miles Erickson
of “I Just Don’t Know What to Do With
Myself,” with both songs featuring
these kind of high-pitched banshee
vocals. The chorus leans further into
something resembling hard rock and
it’s an appreciated break from the
overall sound of the piece.

R

ecently my friend with a gluten
intolerance introduced me to
gluten-free pop tarts. They were
pretty good, but my friend with the
intolerance said they still weren’t
very authentic because he was two
bites in and hadn’t died yet.
I used to wear a mood ring all
the time, but I had to take it off
because yellow was the color of
sadness and everyone thought it
was a wedding band.
Sometimes I stay up at night
wondering: Where does a pastor
buy his wine before it becomes the
blood of Christ? Shout out to the
pastor going to 7/11 at 5 a.m. on a
Sunday and getting concerned looks
as he checks out with eight bottles of
cheap wine.
You may recognize HALEY
from her song “Kismet Kill,” which
appeared on the Long Distance
Listening Party, Vol. 10 playlist.
She’s released music under the stage
names Haley Bonar, HALEY, and
as a member of the band Gramma’s
Boyfriend. This week she joined me
for an interview.
Miles Erickson: In the late
2010s you moved away from using
the stage name Haley Bonar and
instead started releasing music as
HALEY. I can imagine, in a lot of
ways, that felt like starting from
scratch. Would you agree? Do
you feel like your fans were able
to understand and follow you on
that transition? Or do you think
there’s maybe still people out there
wondering why Haley Bonar hasn’t
released anything new on Spotify
since 2016?
HALEY: I don’t think it felt like
starting from scratch. I changed my
name on International Women’s
Day to my mother’s family’s name
which is McCallum. It’s the first time
I trended on social media because
people can be so awful and they loved
to make fun of my name rather than
listen to what I was making. So if
people weren’t on board, or can’t use
Google or type in my website, that’s
not my problem. I did it for me and
myself alone. It was a decision that
took a long time to make and I let
everything else go once I did. I can’t
control how people react or keep up.
There’s too much info around and I
don’t expect that. I’m not much of an
attention seeker,

Caveat: Most of my fans were
incredibly supportive. I don’t
mean to sound negative about it;
it was the best thing for me…most
people were gracious and respectful.
ME: Since changing your
stage name, the music you’re
putting out has become a lot more
experimental. Pleasureland, released
in 2018, is made up almost entirely of
instrumental soundscapes without
any vocals. The album feels very freeform and is a pretty drastic step away
from the more traditional punk/
pop/rock songs in 2016’s impossible
dream. What, if anything, inspired
this change?
HALEY: Pleasureland was an
album I always wanted to make. I
started writing it during the 2016
election cycle, when I saw our
country was on a crash course to
right-wing white supremacy. The
darkness was palpable and I was
quite literally speechless. What
words could make sense for a time of
senselessness?
For me it was about feeling.
Writing piano pieces that took
hours and hours of practicing was
a challenge I needed to get through
a time of feeling like hope was
disappearing. It just happened to
coincide with my name change. I
have released a few singles since that
have lyrics as well. I’m working on

my new record and can’t f***in’ wait
to share it. Hint: it’s got words.
It’s the best songwriting I’ve done
to date. I always need to explore my
artistic urges, whether that’s making
a neo-classical piano song or singing
with my punk band, Gramma’s
Boyfriend, or painting a picture of
a lady smoking. It’s all in there, no
matter what name I’m using.
Long Distance Listening Party
Vol. 11
This playlist is available on
Spotify. Search “Long Distance
Listening Party” or my username,
Mileserickson-354.
• Long Distance—Turin Brakes
• Hounds of Love—Kate Bush
• (David Bowie “I Love You”) Since
I was Six—Jessica Lea Mayfield,
Dan Auerbach
• Need You Around—Smoking
Popes
• Hi Freaks—Tocotronic
• Love That’s Gone—Le Sera
• For Love—Lush
• Comfort Zone—Murlocs
• Cant Help Myself—Alexandra
Savior
• Comfort Zone—The Murlocs
Long Distance, Turin Brakes. The
vocals are reminiscent of something
Jack White would sing. I’m especially
reminded of the White Stripes cover

Hounds of Love, Kate Bush.
“Running Up that Hill” used to be
a mainstay on my personal playlist,
but after watching the new season of
Stranger Things, I have been exposed
to that song enough to last me the
rest of my life. So now, “Hounds of
Love” is my new go-to.
“Hounds of Love” is the title
track of Bush’s 1985 album that I
would probably put on my top 25
of all time. Last time I wrote about
Kate Bush I brought up her operatic
vocals, which can sometimes be a bit
off-putting and are often stated as
one of the reasons she never really
resonated with American audiences
in the same way she did with the
Europeans. The leading vocals in this
song are great, the backing vocals
(where she kind of barks like a dog?)
are a bit much.
Can’t Help Myself, Alexandra
Savior. Alexandra Savior’s vocals
are almost indistinguishable from
Lana Del Ray’s. In fact, if I didn’t
know better, I’d probably think this
was a Lana song, distinguished
only by the somewhat faster tempo
of the piece. The haunting vocals
pair really well with the ghostly
high-pitched synth organ and
understated beat.
Need You Around, Smoking
Popes. Why this album wasn’t a
bigger hit is kind of a mystery to me;
it’s so quintessentially ’90s and the
band blends right in with other huge
mid-’90s acts like Harvey Danger
or The Presidents of the United
States of America. The vocals and
lyrics are slightly more melancholy,
occupying the same emotional space
as Morrissey or Fugazi.
Miles Erickson is a recent graduate
of CalArts, published author, and
currently enrolled in a prestigious,
four-year, student loan repayment
program Long Distance Listening
Party’s vague intention is to discuss
topics framed in the context of what
I’m currently listening to.

Fundraising Gala for 5G Free California
continued from page 4

electricity moves through them
unmonitored. A fire in them can
only be extinguished by Edison
cutting the power. The Board of
Supervisors has a misconception
that we need small cells to call
911. This is inaccurate as they are
backed up by macro towers.
A SpaceX Demonstration film
shown at the event, stated, “This

technology causes cancer, DNA
damage, neurological damage,
immunological and other adverse
health effects. Bees, birds, plants,
our food and water will be affected.”
From another film: “5G is a massive
biological experiment inflicted on
the public without informed consent,
with no prior safety testing, and with
credible scientific evidence that this
will prove harmful to health and
potentially fatal to some.”

5G Free California is asking
for a Call to Action to block the
proliferation of 5G cell towers and
asks the public to contact L.A.
County Supervisor Sheila Kuehl
and express their concerns.
Donations are welcome. To
support lobbying and litigation,
donate (not tax deductible) to:
americansforresponsibletech.org/
contribute. Specify “For Fiber First LA.”
For local education and outreach:

5gfreecalifornia.org/donate.
5G Free California started as a small
local group of electro-sensitive people
in Topanga, California. We began
organizing in 2018 because of health,
environmental, and privacy concerns
around the 5G roll-out. Our goal is to
create effective strategies and templates
that can be shared with communities
all over California, and, ideally, across
the country and around the world.
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ALL THINGS CONNECTED
Digital Children: Nightmare or Dream Come True?
By Paula LaBrot

and exist in real time, or allow
parents to “activate” them at their
convenience as children on-demand.
Hannah Sparks, writing for the
NY Post, suggests, “The average
American child costs parents more
than $230,000 by the time they
reach the age of 17, according to the
U.S. Department of Agriculture. A
digital kid, on the other hand, could
have all its needs met for less than
$25 per month—that’s just about
$5,100 by the time they reach high
school graduation—according to the
UK’s leading artificial intelligence
expert. How wonderful it could be
for would-be parents to practice on
digital kids before having their own.
Or for childless couples who can’t
have a family to become parents.
On the dark side, what about
people who might abuse digital
children? What about pedophiles
using the technology? Oh, there are
so many discussions to be had!

R

eal-time, virtual babies are
coming to a metaverse near
you and they may even have souls.
What???
That’s what Catriona Campbell
is predicting. She is one of Britain’s
leading artificial intelligence (AI)
experts and one of the UK’s top
authorities in emerging and
disruptive technologies.
We’ve talked a lot about AI in
this column over the years, but this
glimpse into the future takes the
cake. The next generation of AR
(augmented reality) glasses and
haptic gloves (wearable devices that,
among other things, simulate tactile
sensations of virtual objects), coupled
with AI (artificial intelligence or
systems or machines that mimic
human intelligence that can perform
tasks and improve themselves based
on information they collect), are
all set to combine to create digital
children for people who want to
be parents without complications
and challenges; people who want
to be able to turn their parenting
experience on and off; people who
choose for various reasons not to
bring a child into this world, but still
want a parenting experience.
Parents of cyber children would
be able to see and interact with their
virtual offspring on any schedule los
padres please. They would be able to
design, hold, cuddle and play with
their child. There would be no trouble
putting the kids to sleep at the whim of
Mommy and Daddy, no need for costly
childcare or babysitters or diapers or
school tuition or medical care... or
anything! These parents would be able
to build a home in a metaverse, i.e., a
virtual, digital world, decorate the
nursery, send a child to school, take
the child to museums, parks, beaches,
shows, libraries, concerts... all kinds
of activities. They would have all the
perks of parenthood with none of the
challenges that go along with that. Oh
my, what the what?
A Little History
In 1996, Tamagotchi was a Japanese

Virtual babies are coming to a metaverse near you.

Tamagotchi is a game where you care for
a creature hatched from an egg.

Haptic gloves simulate tactile sensations
0f virtual objects.

hand-held game shaped like an egg.
In a Tamagotchi game, you care for
a small creature that hatches from
an egg. You must play with, feed, and
care for it to keep it healthy and happy.
If improperly cared for, a Tamagotchi
may die or run away. Owners had
to give medicine when they were
sick, and clean up after they’d been
to the toilet. The state of the
creature’s happiness and hunger levels
were indicated by meters, which were
monitored frequently.
Baby simulators, or electronic baby
robots, have been used extensively
in Jr. High and High School classes
designed to replicate the experience
of parenting a newborn. The idea was
to discourage teen pregnancies.
The baby bots had to be fed, burped,
cleaned, kept warm and rocked. It is
not unusual for students to be up at 3
a.m. with relentlessly crying baby bots
and for them to show up at school the
next morning begging the teacher
to take the baby back. The RealCare

Baby, with a starting price tag of
$649, is used in nearly 30,000 schools
and organizations in more than
90 countries. (P.S.—it hasn’t made
much difference in teen pregnancy
numbers.)
The Tamagotchi Generation
Campbell has dubbed her vision of
a future digital-child generation as
“The Tamagotchi Generation.” She
is confident AI technology “will lead
to the first, fully digital demographic
which, although somewhat strange
on first appearance, in fact, represents
what could be one of mankind’s
most
important
technological
breakthroughs....” Campbell thinks
we are well on the way to creating
a virtual generation that will be
very real to their parents. She has
postulated that parental satisfaction
could be even higher with virtual
children, with more control over how
their digital spawn is designed. Their
lifespan could be pre-programmed

What’s This About “Soul?”
A Google engineer, Blake Lemoine,
was just fired after declaring that
Google’s LaMDA technology
(language model for dialogue
applications) is self-aware and has a
soul. What we know to be true is that
many in the broader AI community are
considering the long-term possibility
of sentient or general AI but feel it
is too early to anthropomorphize
today’s conversational models like
Siri and Alexa. We know that AI
programs have the ability to “learn”
their humans. Can the programs
become human?
Kathryn Johnson from Arizona
State University postulates, “If
people do not think of AI as having
a soul, they may deny AI beings any
moral rights or responsibilities. On
the other hand, people with a strong
belief in a soul may be the most
likely to attribute souls to AI as well,
and consequently be the most likely
to advocate for AI personhood.”
I just want to go hug my real
grand-daughters, my real husband
and my real dogs right now. I know
for a fact they have souls.
Vamos a Ver!

Could Topanga Become an Urban Night Sky Place?

T

he International DarkSky Association (IDA)
recognizes and promotes excellent
stewardship of the night sky
through its International Dark Sky
Places. There are five categories
for designation within the IDSP
Program: International Dark Sky
Parks, Communities, Reserves,
Sanctuaries, and Urban Night Sky
Places. A designated Urban Night
Sky Place can be a municipal
park, open space, observing
site, or other similar property
near or surrounded by large
urban environs whose planning
and design actively promote an
authentic nighttime experience
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Los Angeles light pollution where night is day.

in the midst of significant
artificial light. By virtue of their
characteristics, these sites do not

PHOTO BY CHRIS VAN KAN

qualify for designation within
any other International Dark Sky
Places category but are worthy

of recognition for their efforts to
educate the public on the benefits
of proper outdoor lighting that
ensures public safety while
minimizing potential harm to the
natural nighttime environment.
IDA designates International
Dark Sky Places following a
rigorous application process
requiring
applicants
to
demonstrate robust community
support for dark sky protection
and document designationspecific program requirements.
Learn more and start the process
darksky.org/our-work/conservation/
idsp/become-a-dark-sky-place.

MY CORNER OF THE CANYON
ODE TO AN AGAVE
By Kathie Gibboney

R

ising majestically from the side of our hill, the
Agave Americana stalk is in bloom. It stands
impressively proud, colossal, defiant. Each day, in
fact seemingly each minute, finds it taller. I swear
if I turn my back just for a moment, like a game
of Red Light, Green Light, when I look again it
has inched up another three feet, showing off as if
saying, “What water shortage?”
Although the cactus is known as the Century
Plant, it does not bloom every hundred years. It
can send up the stalk any time between 10 to 60
years, usually in the month of June. It is however,
something called monocarpic, meaning it will only
bloom once in its life time then die, which seems
sadly poetic. Now, towering at well over twenty
feet, it is a stirring display of the final feat of its life.
Ah, but that I, at my end, could produce a
glorious goodbye bloom, a farewell spectacle
that shoots out rainbows; becomes a glowing star
to light a traveler home; sings one clear note; or
be granted the ultimate beatitude of performing
Ophelia’s monologue to perfection as I expired...
for real.
For now, I live to bear witness to the plant’s
final performance and appreciate being given my
own personal magic beanstalk. Unfortunately,
I’m reminded of having once directed a children’s
play I adapted, Jack and The Beanstalk From
Mars. My son, then young, was often unwillingly
drafted into many of my productions and claims
this one to be the worst play I ever staged. I
think a little something called The Pied Rock
and Roller of Calabasas, complete with the lead
actor brandishing an inflatable toy guitar while
hankering for pie, could arguably be the bottom
of the Drama Camp barrel. Yet I’m sure Beanstalk
was a clinker in its own right, which I hardly
remember except for bribing a kid to play a cow.
I recently read the story to some children and
realized just how lazy a lad Jack is. He loiters
along with Milky White, the cow, instead of going
directly to the marketplace to sell her, as his poor
mother directed. Then he falls asleep. When an
old man appears and offers to buy the cow not
for money but for magic beans, Jack goes for it,
probably because it will save him the long walk
to the marketplace. I give Jack some credit for
climbing the majestic stalk that grew overnight,
but upon arriving at the top, he turns thief and
steals the giant’s gold, this after the giant’s wife
gave him bread and milk. Later he returns to steal
the goose that lays the golden egg , and yet again,
makes off with the magic harp.
Here I find I want the after-story. How did
Jack and his mother go through all that gold?
Did they open a restaurant? What happened to
the goose? Did it stop laying? Did they eat it?
I’m sure people would pay Jack and his mother
good money to see a talking, singing golden

PHOTO BY MICAEL ANAPOL

Old Canyon resident Kathie Gibboney is enthralled with the agave plant in her yard that grew, like Jack’s
beanstalk, with lightning speed under the Summer Solstice’s Strawberry Moon.

harp. They could take it on the road, sell tickets.
Never did Jack think to save any of the ill-gotten
gain, seek active employment, or wisely invest in
some going concern. At the end, he chops down
the beanstalk thus killing the giant. I prefer the
version where, as Jack desperately chops, the
giant scrambles back up the stalk returning safely
to Giantland just in time.
This is not a warm fuzzy story for children, what
with the threat of being eaten, but it’s kind of fun
to say together, “Fee-fi-fo-fum, I smell the blood
of an Englishman,” leaving out what might disturb
impressionable young minds: “Be he alive or be he
dead, I’ll grind his bones to make my bread.”
Overnight, like the beanstalk, in the time
it takes to read a children’s story, our plant has
produced chandelier-like branches with seed pods
clustered at the ends. It’s like a Christmas tree
decorating itself. There on the Topanga hillside

the seeds will become her children and I wonder
if I will be here to see them bloom. I have heard
that the great stem can be used to create some kind
of tequila or mezcal. The Beleaguered Husband
seems to be a man with time on his hands and in
constant search of a side hustle. Perhaps he could
bottle his own brand to rival George Clooney’s
brew. Imagine! Mike’s Mystic Mountain Mezcal,
Flying Pig Tequila, or Old Canyon Crock XXX.
I know the agave has a mythic and sacred
history and wanting to pay homage to its life here
on this sod, a celebration is in order. So, on the
longest day of the year, the Summer Solstice, we
gathered to share margaritas and propose a toast
to her majesty under the gentle, lingering light of
Summer in the impossible year of 2022.
In June she blooms upon our hill,
Soaring high above it all,
To give her heart, before the fall.
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Astrology
x
July Delivers Fireworks
By Kait Leonard

J

uly opens with fiery Mars squaring off to
power hungry Pluto. At the end of the month
Mercury squares Mars, Uranus and the North
Node. What fun? At least all the personal
planets, Mercury, Venus, and Mars, are direct,
and we’re out of eclipse season for a while,
bringing some positive energy around the
middle of the month.
As we enter July, Mars has already formed
its difficult square to Pluto. To up the intensity,
the planet of aggression is in its home sign of
impulsive Aries where he’s ready to act. Powerful
Pluto remains in Capricorn, a sign of the status
quo. On a personal level, we may find ourselves
torn between a desire to change and the fear of
releasing what’s known. We might feel like we’re
at war with ourselves. Long-buried information
could surface, and with Mars in the mix we
might find ourselves lashing out.
Globally, power struggles may intensify
between older systems struggling to keep control
and newer groups intent on dismantling it.
Fortunately, this energy will pass by the 5th when
Mars enters Taurus. Until then, be prepared for
fireworks.
On July 12th, more positive energy lights the
sky when Venus in social Gemini makes a very
harmonious aspect to Saturn. Venus loves love,
and flirtatious friendships just might move to the
next level because Saturn likes to get serious. In
fact, this energy supports a deepening of all kinds
of relationships. Not feeling the relationship
vibe? Don’t despair. Venus rules beauty, art and
money as well, so these areas of life could also

take on more serious tones. This window closes
on July 17th.
July 13th brings a Full Moon in Capricorn.
Find the sea goat in your birth chart and
consider how this area of life would benefit
from restructuring. What do you need to let go
of? How can you rebuild your foundation so it
supports your goals? The 13th is a good day to
explore these ideas and set intentions for how
you’ll build a solid foundation for your longterm plans.
Get ready for your intuition and creative
energy to kick into overdrive on the 17th. Mercury,
the planet of the mind and communication is in
Cancer holding hands with the Sun, the planet
that represents our public presence and social
status. But that’s not all. This powerful union
makes a positive aspect to Neptune, the planet
of intuition, spiritual oneness, and creativity.

During this menage a trois, the energy will be
supercharged for projects involving artistic
pursuits and spirituality. But remember, Neptune
can distort our vision, like we’re seeing things
under water. In this case, the beams of the Sun
should help us peer through any of Neptune’s
illusions and make the most of this dynamic
combination.
The first week of July holds the most difficult
energy of the month, but the ending holds a few
explosions of its own. On the 28th Mercury forms
a difficult aspect to both Uranus, the planet that
likes to blow us out of our comfort zones in the
most unexpected ways, and the North Node
which aligns us with our destiny.
Mercury, the ruler of thinking and
communicating, is transiting fiery Leo. Uranus
and the North Node are in comfortable Taurus.
This could mean something unexpected shakes
us out of our complacency and pushes us down
the path toward our destiny. What lights the fuse
on this particular bottle rocket? Probably our
mouths. We might decide to speak our minds in
that loud, proud Leo kind of way, setting off a
string of unexpected events. Or it could just be
that we get some bold ideas and decide to run
with them. Whatever Mercurial things happen,
havoc is bound to ensue. Just remember, the
Nodes of the Moon help us align with our soul’s
purpose. So, while these last fireworks might be
a little jarring, try to find a way to collect yourself
and go with the flow. The change will ultimately
be beneficial.
July comes in and goes out with a bang, but
who doesn’t love a good Summer fireworks show?
Let’s all sit back and Ooh and Ahh together.

Jennifer deSpain,

It’s not Just a Ride, it’s an Experience!

CPA, CFP®

Business/Personal Tax &
Financial Services
Tel. 818.883.4800

Dr.'s Appointments,
Business & Personal Trips

We know every driveway
- Since 1999 -

310.455.1924
310.456.4284 cell

Maskirsed
Requ

jenise@CanyonCarService.com
www.CanyonCarService.com
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Airports Plus!

CanyonOakFinancial .com

THE MARKETPLACE
S er ving Yo ur Business t hr o ugh O u rs
Complete Eyecare for All Ages

B O U T I Q U E O P T I CA L

Searchlight Insurance Services
Craig Phelps
T: 888-257-8200
C: 626-437-7900
F: 877-777-5199
SMS: 310-455-8205

Call or Schedule Online

747.232.2202

Dr. Emily James | Optometrist

lunaoptometry.com
Located Within Gelson’s Village
22247 Mulholland Hwy, Calabasas

of the Seventh Ray

cphelps@searchlightinsurance.com
www.searchlightinsurance.com

You Can Control Your Environment

BODY • MIND • HEART • SOUL

R.W. ROLDAN
HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

Holistic Wellness
& Healing

Creek side dining for
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
& Sunday Brunch.

Dianne Porchia, MA, DMBM

Locally Owned

A perfect place for that
special moment Weddings,
Events & Private Parties

310.455.2851
porchiaswish.com

SERVICE & INSTALLATION

Ray Roldan
Travis Roldan
818.477.7932
818.288.7078

(310) 455-1311
128 Old Topanga Canyon
Road, Topanga, CA 90290
innoftheseventhray.com

CA License # 6000548

Lic. 585114

LIFE IN BALANCE

Featured in
HEAL Documentary

Healing the Human Experience
Erin Valente Therapy
LMFT#128267

Offering virtual sessions for
Couples, Families, Individuals
30-minute complimentary
consultation sessions available

262.729.3317 | erinvalentelmft@gmail.com

Luxury Eco-Chic
Tiny Home $125,000
Shannon Toma 310.913.8366
homesweettiny@gmail.com
Text for info or appointment

Skilled craftsmanship, attention to detail, and environmental
responsibility in a warm, minimal aesthetic—this house on wheels is
the perfect combination of cozy and chic, built with sustainability in
mind and all the amenities. Ready to tow to your location!

Canyon Car Service

Hiring Drivers
Please Call or Text
310.456.4284

TEXT TOPANGA TANYA
WHEN YOU ARE READY
TO BUY SELL OR INVEST
Providing Services for over 28 years
Live in – out . 24/7

TANYA STARCEVICH REALTOR

®

Ranked Top 10% Keller Williams
Pacific Palisades | Malibu | Topanga

Caregivers • Companions • CAN

T: 310.774.3824 | C:310.739.4216
tanyastarcevich@gmail.com
www.tanyashouses.com

apluscaresLA.com
(310) 294-1040 | (818) 916-9802

Sandy Sonderling
Soloist / Chamber Music
Private Instruction
in Your Home

818.951.4033
sscellist@yahoo.com
sandysonderlingcello.com

Broker #01499010 | BRE Lic #01864259

t Really Magi
o
N
It’s Barbara Allen E.A. c!
310-455-2375

riklin@barbaraalleneataxservices.com

Tax Preparation & Audit Representation
For Individuals, Small Businesses,

Estates, Trusts and Tax-Exempt Entities
www.barbaraalleneataxservices.com
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Pritchett-RapfTOPANGA
Realtors

Offices in Malibu & Topanga

(310) 455-4363 • PRTopanga.com
Call for more information!

AMAZING MOUNTAIN VIEWS

CALLADO WAY

Enjoy amazing views from this cozy
California bungalow with detached rental.
Close to Edelman Park (MRCA-SMMC Open
Space) trails. Property touches park owned
land to the East and has room to grow on
the West. Main house is a major fixer. Rest
under the majestic oak trees and live the
Topanga dream as you polish this diamond
in the rough. Call agent for details!

For Sale at $689,500

William Preston Bowling

(310) 428-5085
DRE# 01393337

IN ESCROW
Old Topanga Canyon Blvd. 3 Bed | 2 Bath
Chryssa Lightheart - (310) 663-3696

$5,000,000

Perfect combo of country living and business opportunity. Topanga’s original gem,
this was one of the original homes in this corner of the canyon. Since 2005, it has
hosted a successful private facility offering dog training, boarding, and daycare.

SOLD
Saddle Peak Rd. 4 Bed | 3 Bath + Guest House $3,050,000
Kirsten Bohman - (310) 403-4818
Perched high atop Saddle Peak on over 2 acres of very usable land, sits this
beautiful Contemporary Mediterranean with cross canyon views stretching all
the way downtown and beyond.

IN ESCROW
Ensenada Dr., Woodland Hills 3 Bed | 2 Bath
Christine Kapetan - (310) 804-8336

$850,000

Charming haven close to fantastic hiking, restaurants and shops. Easy access to
PCH and Ventura Blvd. Large studio space has a second kitchenette and bath.
Perfect spot South of Blvd on tree lined street.

SOLD
BEAUTIFUL CANYON VIEWS OUTSIDE COASTAL
Zuniga Road
$599,000
William Preston Bowling
1.5 acres
(310) 428-5085

LOCAL & GLOBAL

SOLD
Callon Drive
2 Bed | 2 Bath
Chryssa Lightheart - (310) 663-3696

$675,000

One of a kind opportunity, first time on the market in 50 years. Lovingly lived in.
Original Topanga cabin surrounded by multi-million dollar homes. A blank canvas
to exercise your creativity, call it home while you restore it.

IN ESCROW
HUGE BUILDING SITE WITH OCEAN VIEWS
Hawks Nest Trail
$405,000
William Preston Bowling
2.5 acre
(310) 428-5085

Pritchett-Rapf Realtors

LAND
MOUNTAIN VIEW LOT OUTSIDE COASTAL
Callado Way
$162,000
William Preston Bowling
0.42 acre
(310) 428-5085

CalDRE 00528707

