T O PA N G A’ S I N D E P E N D E N T V O I C E S I N C E 1 9 7 6
July 22, 2022 • Vol. 3, No. 14

ECRWSS EDDM
POSTAL CUSTOMER

PRESORTED STD
US POSTAGE
PAI D
GARDENA CA
PERMIT NO. 40

Just Sold by The Wright Way Team

Topanga Skyline Dr.
Sold for $1,800,000
3 bed | 4 bath | 1680 Sq Ft.

TOPANGA'S NUMBER ONE TEAM
#1 IN 2022 TOPANGA HOMES SOLD - 12 HOMES
#1 IN 2022 TOPANGA LISTINGS SOLD - 8 SELLERS
#1 IN 2022 TOTAL TOPANGA SOLD VOLUME - $29 MILLION
#1 IN 2022 TOPANGA LIST PRICE TO SALE PRICE RATIO - 112% +
#1 IN SHORTEST DAYS ON MARKET - 41
#1 HIGHEST AVERAGE PRICE PER SQUARE FOOT SOLD - $1,246
#1 HIGHEST 2022 TOPANGA SALE - $5.3+ MILLION
$56 MILLION CLOSED AND PENDING SALES THROUGH THE FIRST HALF OF 2022

Simply put, we sell more Topanga Real Estate, faster, and for
more money, than anyone. Call us today to find out how.
@thewrightwayteam
NUMBER ONE TOPANGA TEAM. PASSIONATE LOCAL AGENTS. UNPARALLELED MARKETING REACH.
INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY. RESULTS DELIVERED. AN EXPERIENCE LIKE NO OTHER.

Adrian Wright

Jordan Wright

818.939.6415
adrian.wright@compass.com
DRE 00935559

818.746.6987
jordanwright@compass.com
DRE 01952694

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01991628. All material
presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition,
sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. #1 Topanga agents status for homes/listings sold
based on total closed sales in 90290 of both known on and off market YTD. Sales volume rounded to nearest million. List price to sale price ratio, average square
footage, and time on market for all agents with at least 5 Topanga sales in 2022. All measurements and square footage are approximate. Represented Buyer
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FIRE! FIRE! THIS IS A MANDATORY EVACUATION!

W

hat would you do if you had five minutes to pack up and get out of the canyon?
Every year around this time, The Canyon Chronicle publishes the voices of
our first responders—firefighters, sheriffs, CHP—and those of the many local volunteer
organizations—TCEP, Arson Watch, CERT, Neighborhood Networks, Topanga Fire Safe
Council, the Town Council and its Access Cards—who provide all the information you
need to know to prevent and prepare for fire.
For those who have recently moved into the canyon and may not have faced a wildfire
firsthand, this is a Call to Action to know the responsibility you have as a resident of our
beautiful canyon—which is a county-designated Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone (can
we say it any more clearly?)—who are dedicated to educating the public about what to do
when wildfire threatens the Canyon.
On pages 8-9, we have published information with all the tools you need to know about
how to prevent, prepare, and plan for a firestorm. You think you know what to do? Contact
any one of the agencies and organizations we have listed and see what you can do.
For starters, go to page 4, “Events,” and join the Topanga Historical Society’s “members
only” field trip to 69 Bravo Helistop on July 31, 10 p.m. Fire Chief Drew Smith, who is an
expert on fire behavior with a long history of fighting fires in the Santa Monica Mountains,
is guest speaker. You really don’t want to miss this one. You have to join to register at: info@
topangahistoricalsociety.org.
Carrie Carrier, president of the Topanga Canyon Town Council, is not overstating where
Topanga stands when it comes to fire safety.
“We are one of the most wildfire-prepared communities in the State, with an
unprecedented number of organizations dedicated to keeping the community safe. We
nurture a culture of emergency preparedness that has long been sustained by volunteer
community groups,” she says. “In 2021, Topanga was certified as a “Firewise” designation.
This year, we are on pace to exceed our annual requirements by 400%.”
Our gratitude goes out to Ms. Carrier, and many others like her, who are volunteers who
work their hearts out to keep the community informed about concerns that we should, as a
community, take to heart.

Contact US
editor@thecanyonchronicle.com
General inquiries:
info@thecanyonchronicle.com
Advertising inquiries:
ads@thecanyonchronicle.com
P.O. Box 1101
Topanga, CA 90290
(310) 460-9786
Follow us on Instagram @thecanyonchronicle,
& Facebook and twitter @CanyonChronicle
The Canyon Chronicle is an
independent community newspaper
published bi-weekly by Canyon Media,
Inc.©2020. All rights reserved.
thecanyonchronicle.com

The Dog Days of August are Coming (A Good Thing)

Want Your Dog’s picture in The Canyon Chronicle? The Chronicle’s August 5 issue begins
our annual Dog Days celebration. Since we don’t want to miss those first few days before we
officially publish, see how people celebrate dogs on page 12. Maybe it will entice you to submit
your dog’s photo and a brief story or poem about what’s so special about your charismatic
canine (150 words max). Submit to editor@thecanyonchronicle.com no later than July 28.
—Flavia Potenza

The cover photo was taken by Editor Flavia
Potenza in May 2017 while researching an
article about the Ballona Wetlands restoration
in Marina del Rey. Five years later, it
serendipitously turned up on my iPhone and,
voila, that little egret is a cover girl... or boy.
Look for a Wetlands follow-up with the project
Land Manager and biologist, Richard Brody,
next month.
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News
National 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline Launches
As of Saturday, July 16, people
nationwide experiencing a mental
health crisis and in need of immediate
help can dial or text 988 and receive
assistance through the new Suicide
and Crisis Lifeline number.
As the lead agency in developing
a seamless rollout of 988, Los
Angeles County Department of
Mental Health (LACDMH) has been
preparing for this launch for more
than a year to ensure operational
logistics. Response teams are now in
place to enable Los Angeles County
community members to call 988
and receive immediate help during a
mental health crisis.
“988 is a game changer,” said
Los Angeles County Supervisor
Janice Hahn, who has championed
the County’s preparation for the
988 hotline. “Anyone experiencing
a mental health crisis can dial this
short, easy-to-remember number
and get immediate life-saving help.”
“A key component of this new
service is the availability of trained
psychiatric mobile crisis response
teams who can be accessed through
the 988 hotline,” said Lisa Wong,
Psy.D., Acting Director of Los Angeles
County Department of Mental
Health. “LACDMH will continue our
partnership with Didi Hirsch Mental
Health Services, which will serve as
the 988 provider in L.A. County.”
The 988 Call Center has trained
operators who will triage callers to

receive the appropriate services,
including suicide crisis counseling
and mental health deescalation
counseling over the phone. They
will also triage callers to determine
when it is appropriate to dispatch a
mobile crisis team and, in rare cases,
connection to law enforcement when
safety is of concern.
Mobile Response Teams Increased
In preparation for the launch of
988, L.A. County increased the
number of teams of mental health
professionals available to respond in
person to individuals experiencing
a mental health crisis. The L.A.
County Department of Mental
Health now operates Psychiatric
Mobile Response Teams (PMRT)
that consist of unarmed mental
health workers who respond in
person to people in crisis. These
teams operate between the hours of
8 a.m. and 2 a.m.
In the coming weeks, L.A.
County will expand the number of
PMRTs available and launch new
Mobile Crisis Outreach Teams
(MCOTs) that will supplement
them by providing crisis response
outside of PMRT hours, making the
services available 24/7. Both PMRTs
and MCOTs will be connected
through the 988 Call Center.
“In some cases, talking to a
professional on the phone won’t
be enough,” said Supervisor Hahn.

“That is why it is so important that
we have teams of mental health
professionals across the County who
can drive out directly to a person
in crisis, deescalate situations, and
connect people with long-term help.
We need to expand these teams so

that we have enough to respond to
every mental health crisis across the
County where they could be helpful
and get there quickly. It is a viable
alternative to 911.”
About LACDMH. As the
nation’s largest public mental health
department, we ensure access to
care and treatment for our most
vulnerable residents in a region with
more than 10 million people. With an
annual budget approaching $3B and a
committed staff of 6,000, LACDMH
embodies a “heart-forward” approach
to supporting hope, recovery and well
being across the County.
For more information, visit dmh.
lacounty.gov; or follow @LACDMH;
on Facebook, Instagram, and
YouTube.

Thinking About Buying
or Selling a Home?
EXPERIENCE SOMETHING
DIFFERENT
Responsiveness.
Attention to Detail.
Results.

Members of the Topanga Historical Society (THS) are invited to participate in
a field trip to the 69 Bravo Helistop on Sunday, July 31 at 10 a.m., where they
will meet guest speaker LACoFD Fire Chief Drew Smith, who has spent years
fighting and studying wildfires in the Santa Monica Mountains.
One of LA County’s most valuable assets, 69 Bravo Helistop is located atop
Saddle Peak with 360° views of the surrounding area. Firefighting helicopters
can quickly refill from self-replenishing tanks that hold 10,000 gallons,
providing Topanga and our neighbors with the world’s top firefighting supply
station.
RSVP for location and to request a parking space. Not a member? Join here:
info@topangahistoricalsociety.org. Bring sun protection, water, and a folding
chair if you need to sit.

(310) 403-4818
KirstenBohman@gmail.com
IG: vacayeveryday4life

137 S. Topanga Canyon Blvd.
DRE# 00528707
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Events
Field Trip to 69 Bravo Helistop

KIRSTEN BOHMAN
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PHOTO COURTESY OF 69 BRAVO

Two Black Hawk helitankers snorkel 1,000 gallons of water each from refillable
reservoirs at 69 Bravo Helistop.

Wednesday, July 27, 5:30-6:30 p.m., Countywide Community Wildfire
Protection Plan Workshop (CCWPP). #LACountyPlanning invites the
public to join the discussion at one of their five region-based virtual CCWPP
workshops. The event will provide community-focused fire protection and
response strategies for all unincorporated at-risk communities. The CCWPP
will identify and prioritize potential vegetation treatment projects or
project areas identified through the Wildfire Risk Assessment, Unified Land
Management Plan, stakeholder input, and existing conditions evaluations. The
CCWPP will also include region-specific risk assessment information and an
action plan that will be organized by forecast zones for evaluating fire weather
due to similar climatological patterns. Future community workshops will also
be conducted by forecast zone to foster region-appropriate discussions.
For information for this workshop specific for Topanga and the Santa
Monica Mountains: https://planning.lacounty.gov/site/climate/ccwpp.

John S. Couch presents ‘Chuushin’
at Topanga Canyon Gallery
Taylor McFerrin
performs at
July 30 reception

PHOTO COURTESY OF PIEKARSKI FAMILY

Mendy, Chana, and baby Mira Piekarski (above) are moving back to Topanga to
establish a Hebrew school at Chabad of Topanga.

Introducing Chabad of Topanga
Hebrew School
Mendy, Chana, and baby Mira
Piekarski (above) will be be joining
grandparents Rabbi Dovid and Dina
Weiss to establish a new Hebrew
School at the Chabad of Topanga for
ages 5-12. (See ad, Page 14)
It promises to be a Sunday weekly
program your child will look forward
to, a place they will learn about their
Jewish heritage and what it means to

Author, Screenwriter
and Designer John S.
Couch’s solo exhibit,
“Chuushin,” opens at
the Topanga Canyon
Gallery on July 29 and
runs through August
14. A reception on
July 30, from 4 to 8
p.m., opens with a
very special performance by Taylor
McFerrin.
Chuushin. means “The Center” in
Japanese. It is composed of two kanji
characters: middle and heart. For the
artist, the poetry of the characters
evolved from the sense of being in
the middle of a maelstrom during the
pandemic. Couch’s palette didn’t darken
but actually became an explosion of
color—the paintings transformed into
talismans against the ever-escalating
stresses of climate change, political
strife, and COVID-19. The color black
remained as a memento mori of the
impermanence of life.
His works feature abstract
compositions created with Japanese
polymer on canvas that draw on his
mixed Japanese-American heritage.
The artist finished the series with a
monochromatic self-portrait signaling

his completion and
peace with the process.
Chuushin is about
finding courage in the
face of the unknown,
embracing discomfort
and change; it’s about
finding one’s place at
the center of it all.
Beyond creating
art, Couch is also a
published author, most
recently with “The Art
of Creative Rebellion,”
and a screenwriter of film and TV. He
was recently Head of Product Design
for Hulu and is currently consulting
with Blockchain Creative Labs, forging
the future of content creation on
blockchain technologies.
“Chuushin” will be exhibited from
July 29th to August 14th. Opening
reception will be on July 30th, from
4 to 8 p.m., PST with a musical
performance by Taylor McFerrin.
Topanga Canyon Gallery is open
Friday, Saturday and Sunday 1:00 to 7:00
p.m. and is located at 137 S. Topanga
Canyon Blvd., Topanga, CA 90290. For
information: topangacanyongallery.
com; (310) 455-7909.
John S. Couch’s social links: johncouch.com; Twitter: @titaniumsky;
Instagram: @theartofcreativerebellion;
@shadow.and.sun.art; Linkedin:
linkedin.com/in/johncouch.

19712 VALLEY VIEW DR, TOPANGA, CA 90290

be a Jew, through art projects, crafts,
baking, and presentations. Each
month we will focus on a different
Jewish holiday or concept. Monthly
signup is available now.
Visit Chabadoftopanga.com to register
and for more information about
Early Bird pricing and the September
activity schedule.

Drone Deterrence During Wildfires
During a fire, illegal drones have
often grounded or endangered
firefighting aircraft.
The L. A. County Fire Dept.
has now teamed up with the
L.A. branch of the FBI to launch
a drone deterrent program,
which enables officials to
quickly identify unauthorized
drones and get them out of the
sky.
The new system is capable
of identifying and locating
drones within 30 seconds of
take off, employing sensors to
set up a boundary around an
emergency response zone.
Reportedly, they can obtain

precise details about drones
that enter the perimeter,
including elevation, direction,
speed, take-off point, as well
as the current location of the
controller. The information
is transmitted to an intercept
team who will contact the
drone operator and have them
stop flying the drone.
If the controller is “clueless
or careless,” they may be issued
a citation and a warning.
If the offense is more
egregious, or they refuse to
comply, then federal charges
can apply. (airmedandrescue.
com)

LISTED FOR

$1,250,000

3 BEDS | 2 BATHS | 1,020 SQFT
This 1,020 square foot single family home has 3
bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. This home is
located at 19712 Valley Dr, Topanga, CA 90290.

TANYA STARCEVICH

Realtor® | DRE# 01864259
Ranked Top 10% Keller Williams
C: 310-739-4216 I F: 310-774-3801
www.tanyashouses.com

Each office is independently owned and operated. DRE#01499010
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NEWS
Topanga Crime Report for June 2022

Safety, Service, and Security

California Highway Patrol
Incident Report for June 2022
For Topanga Canyon Boulevard (SR-27) from
two-mile bridge to L.A. City limits (Cezanne
Avenue), the CHP responded to four traffic
collisions, two were injury and two were
property damage-only collisions. The “primary
collision factors” were unsafe turning movement,
DUI and failure to yield the right of way at an
intersection. There were two traffic collisions for
the same reporting period in 2021.
For Topanga Canyon Boulevard from
two-mile bridge to PCH, the CHP responded
to one injury traffic collision. The “primary
collision factor” was unsafe turning movement.
There were four traffic collisions for the same
reporting period in 2021.
—CHP Officer Wes Haver,
California Highway Patrol, West Valley Area
To report unsafe driving behaviors in Topanga
and the Santa Monica Mountains, please call CHP
dispatch at (323) 259-3200.

Drought Facts

The current California
drought started the week of
Feb. 11, 2020, when drought
conditions first appeared
in nearly 10% of the state,
according to the U.S. Drought
Monitor. By mid-May of 2021,
drought conditions gripped 100%
of the state. We are 846 days into this
drought. California’s last drought lasted
for more than 7 years, from December 2011
to March 2019. (calmatters.org/californiadrought-monitor)
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Noteworthy incidents from the files of the Lost Hills/Malibu Sheriff ’s Station for Topanga: A residential
burglary was reported in the 1100 block of Mohawk Drive. Suspect(s) unknown entered via an unlocked
door and stole cable boxes and a router. A commercial burglary occurred in the 100 block of South Topanga
Canyon Blvd. The front glass door was shattered to gain entry. The cash register’s drawer was pried open and
U.S. Currency stolen. A safe containing U.S. currency was also stolen. No suspect (s) seen or heard. A theft of
two surfboards was reported in the 2000 block of Paradise Lane. The item was taken from a surfboard rack on
the side of the location.

Making a Difference in the Lives of Homeless Children
“The plight of homeless
children is not only America’s
disgrace, but one of the
planet’s most intransigent
and horrific tragedies. We
all must become informed
and take action to end this
vicious cycle!”

—Maryana Palmer, Director/
Producer, Invisible Children of L.A

By Amy Weisberg, M.Ed., NBCT

A

s a psychiatrist for 35 years,
Topangan Maryana Palmer
worked specifically with cancer
patients. Dedicated as she was to
her profession, her passion as a
social justice activist since her teens,
especially her concern for homeless
children, inspired her to retire six
years ago to produce and direct a
documentary, Invisible Children of
L.A. Her vision of 20 years became a
dream come true.
The documentary is honest,
authentic, sometimes dark,
sometimes joyful, but ultimately
inspiring, as we witness the
resiliency of nine homeless children
and their parents as they struggle
to survive. Through interviews and
live footage, the film documents
how the children and their families
cope by living in shelters, motels,

PHOTO BY LIONEL HEREDIA

Producer/Director Maryana Palmer (center) joins the parents and children from her
film, Invisible Children of L.A.. From left, Judy Mayer, Nancy Sindar, Selina Martinez,
Sarah Sindar, Maryana Palmer, Arteist Herring, Serenity Herring, Charlie Herring,
Crushow Herring.

vehicles, and on the streets of Los
Angeles. It also documents what is
and is not being done to address the

W

crisis in interviews with politicians
from the L.A. City Council, the
California Senate, and people

ant to change your Saturday night plans for
tomorrow? Invisible Children of L.A. screens
at a fundraiser concert 7:30 p.m., at the Emerson
Unitarian Church, 7304 Jordan Ave in Canoga
Park. The gifted, international award-winning
violinist, Tony Selvage, will perform classical
world music, and a Q&A session will follow the
film. Tickets are $15-$30 but no one will be turned
away for lack of funds.

advocating for the children.
Invisible Children of L.A
premiered at the Topanga Film
Festival held at the Will Geer
Theatricum Botanicum in 2019.
Since then, the documentary
continues to be invited to film
festivals and has won numerous
awards here and abroad. Most
recently was the “Audience
Award-Best Television Length
Documentary” at the 2022 Marina
del Rey Film Festival. It also
took a Gold Award at the Rome
International Movie Awards, and
first place at the Roy Dean Spring
Competition—From the Heart
Productions.
With the completion of this film,
Palmer’s courageous vision has
brought international awareness to
the plight of these children. When
voices like those in Invisible Children
of L.A are heard and every child has
a home, then we’ll know the dream
has really come true.

International screenings of Invisible Children
of L.A will take place at The Love and Hope
International Film Festival in Barcelona, Spain,
from September 6-10; and at the Love International
Film Festival in Australia (Finalist) from September
12-16.
For more information about the film and to
donate to the cause (travel and promotion), please
visit invisiblechildrenofla.org.

19696 Grand View Dr. $1,150,000
IN ESCROW

Lisa Saver
CalBre Lic.#01203202

310.455.2540
Mobile 310.804.8607
TopangaHomesOnline.com

Charming two bedroom, two bath, View home in Fernwood area of Topanga
Canyon. This sweet home is located on approx. 4/10 of an acre with
amazing trees and panoramic views. This home has multiple wrap around
viewing decks and a spacious custom stone patio. Perfect for entertaining!
There’s also a large flat grassy lawn and a detached studio – Office. Very
private and quiet. Lovely garden setting. Close to hiking trails, PCH, and
Malibu’s most beautiful beaches.

Sotheby’s International Realt y and the Sotheby’s
International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered)
service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s
International Realty, Inc. If your property is listed with a
real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to
solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy
to work with them and cooperate fully.
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Fire Prevention and Disaster Pr
“It’s better to evacuate five hours too
soon than five seconds too late.”
—Los Angeles County Fire Chief Drew Smith

PHOTO COURTESY OF CITYGATE

Firefighters battling the Woolsey Fire (November 2018).

By Annemarie Donkin

T

opanga is a beautiful place to live, but it is a designated “Very High
Fire Hazard Severity Zone,” especially so under the current drought
conditions.
More than 70 Topangans joined in an Emergency Preparedness Workshop
via Zoom on Saturday, July 9, to learn more about their role as Topanga
residents in preventing and preparing for a wildfire. The event was sponsored
by the Topanga Canyon Town Council (TCTC) with president Carrie Carrier
facilitating with first responders and local organizations who are dedicated
to educating people, lending their voice about what to do when a wildfire
threatens the Canyon.
To its credit, Topanga, has an unprecedented level of community volunteers,
who, having experienced wildfires, created what became essential—but still
volunteer—organizations such as the Topanga Coalition for Emergency
Preparedness (TCEP), Arson Watch, the Topanga Fire Safe Council (TFSC),
Neighborhood Networks (NN), and a local chapter of the Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT).
Topanga is also covered by numerous government agencies and emergency
responders such as L.A. County Fire (LACoFD), L.A. City Fire, the Mountains
Resource Conservation Authority (MRCA), L.A. County Sheriffs, and the 69
Bravo helistop.
L.A. COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT DISCUSSES REALITIES
“We no longer live within a nature fire regime; we live in a man-made fire
regime,” said L.A. County Fire Chief Andrew Smith. “The 2018 Woolsey Fire
was the last significant fire that had the potential to hit Topanga. The Palisades
fire in May was 1,200 acres that impacted Topanga Canyon and launched
evacuation orders for Zones 4 and 6.”
Chief Smith said that Southern California has about 4-5 Red Flag Days
per year when the relative humidity is under 10 and the Santa Ana winds
beginning, usually during the holidays from October to December. “Red Flag
conditions don’t sneak up on us,” he said. “We know about them, we watch the
news and weather; they are predictable. What the public needs to do is have
the information and be pro-active by preparing ahead of an emergency. Have
a plan in place and practice it with your family.”
Chief Smith said it takes about 10-15 minutes for a fire front to go
over your property and the 1,500-degree temps travel at about 30 feet per
second. “Fire is not a contact sport,” he said. “Understand the vulnerability,
prepare your property and home, have a plan, practice it, and consider early
evacuation as a life-saving component. Professionals can help you but not if
they’re overwhelmed fighting a wildfire. It’s better to evacuate five hours too
soon than five seconds too late.”
The Los Angeles County Fire Department has implemented a program
and guidebook, “Ready! Set! Go!” for people to prepare for a disaster.
Download “Ready! Set! Go!” online at https://fire.lacounty.gov. For hard
copies, contact the Public Information Office for L.A. County Fire at (323)
881-2411.
“Now is the time to have your evacuation gear and supplies ready,” said
retired Sheriff ’s Deputy Mark Winn. He knows the drill when it comes to
emergency preparedness and the possibility of mandatory evacuation during
a wildfire. “Get your equipment ready and packed in the car. “The sooner you
evacuate, the less traffic you’ll have to contend with or, worse, get trapped in.
You don’t need an order to leave but be prepared,” he said. “In the event of a
large-scale event, first responders may be overwhelmed and you could be on
your own.”

WHERE TO VOLUNTEER

S

PHOTO BY FLAVIA POTENZA

L.A. County Fire Chief Andrew Smith is an expert in fire behavior and has a
long history of fighting fires in the Santa Monica Mountains. He will be guest
speaker at the Topanga Historical Society field trip to 69 Bravo helistop on
Sunday, July 31, 10 a.m. (topangahistoricalsociety.org)
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ome of your best friends in an emergency are your neighbors who volunteer
for these emergency organizations. Get to know them.
• The Topanga Coalition for Emergency Preparedness (TCEP) is a nonprofit,
all-volunteer organization based in Topanga. For more than 23 years, TCEP
has provided emergency preparedness education and real-time disaster status
updates to residents of Topanga, Malibu, and surrounding areas on their
website (t-cep.org).
Longtime TCEP member James Grasso outlined plans for emergencies
including fire, flood and earthquakes. Get to know them.
• Make a Plan. Know your threats, establish meeting places, have an out-ofstate contact.
• Large Animals need a plan and you need to practice it with the animal(s).
Remember animal food and medications.
• Have a “GO Bag” ready for each member of the family at all times. Gather
and maintain important papers, equipment, and supplies for at least 7-10 days.
• Pack Personal Necessities. Flashlights, first aid, eyeglasses, credit cards,

reparedness! Work It!
computer, cell phones and chargers, clothing, sturdy shoes, prescriptions.
• Be informed. Remember, your automobile has a radio and generator
that you can access to contact L.A. County or the TCEP Hotline and
Status Page on Twitter @tcep90290.
• Get involved. Volunteer in the community and Neighborhood Networks,
read the “Topanga Survival Guide” and keep an extra copy in your car.
For updates on Red Flag days, emergency status or to download a copy
of the Topanga Survival Guide, go to (t-cep.org).
Start now.
Neighborhood Networks (NN)
This is a group of residents in a geographically close area (neighborhood)
who have agreed to share contact information, special skills and equipment
so everyone can stay informed and support each other in the event of a
disaster such as a wildfire, earthquake, or flood.
Linnea Mielcarek of the Neighborhood Network said that each group
needs a Coordinator for organizing purposes. This responsibility can be
shared among several people. Since many disasters can knock out landline
and cell phone systems, many NNs use other methods of communication,
such as Family Radio Service (FRS) and HAM radios as a back-up.
FRS radios are fairly inexpensive walkie-talkies ($25-$60) sold at most
electronics stores.
NN Buddy System
Some residents plan ahead with one or two close neighbors to create
a buddy system whereby each person agrees to take care of certain
functions for the other if one is out of the canyon when disaster strikes.
Your buddy might have a key to your house and be familiar enough with
your possessions and property to rescue pets, turn off utilities, retrieve
items of value or sentiment, care for children, and more.
“Become a NN member or coordinator,” Mielcarek said. “If you don’t
want to join, have a buddy system with a neighbor.” For more information
about Neighborhood Networks, FRS or HAM radios: nn@t-cep.org.
Arson Watch
“We are volunteers with the L.A. County Sheriff ’s Department,” said Scott
King of Arson Watch. “We are the additional eyes and ears of the fire
department and we fund and maintain the Arson Watch signs throughout
the canyon. We patrol prescribed routes on Red Flag days. We also have
shirts, hats, vests, signs and radios, handheld and mounted.” King said
the average Arson Watch volunteer patrols on Red Flag days and has a
minimum requirement of only 30 hours per year. “A typical year will have
up to a dozen Red Flag days,” he said. “Patrols are on designated routes
and take anywhere from 2-4 hours. If you enjoy driving our beautiful
mountain roads and have some time to support your community, please
contact Arson Watch for application details at: Info@arsonwatch.com or
online at arsonwatch.com.
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT).
The CERT program educates volunteers about disaster preparedness for
the hazards that may impact their area. Members are trained in basic
disaster response skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team
organization, and disaster medical operations. Retired Sheriffs’ Deputy
Mark Winn heads up CERT in Topanga and offers context on how
emergency response is handled in Topanga and L.A. County. For more
information call (310) 455-2270.
Access Cards
Stacy Sledge of the Topanga Town Council spoke about the Access Card
program and how they facilitate timely evacuation and re-population
once the emergency is over. The Topanga Resident Access Card is a
personal identification card unique to Topanga. It is an official program of
the Topanga Town Council and is supported by the Los Angeles County
Sheriff ’s Department and the California Highway Patrol.
This card can be used in lieu of a California Driver’s License in disaster
conditions for resident re-entry at Topanga “resident only” roadblocks and
will only be accepted when officers deem it safe for residents to enter the
canyon. Unlike other forms of ID, non-driving children, elderly, disabled
adults and their caregivers with an Access Card will be able to enter the
canyon with a non-resident driver.
Note to first-time applicants: You will need to bring your driver’s
license or state ID, and one of the types of address verification if your
driver’s license does not include your current Topanga address (utility
bill, bank or mortgage statement, or lease). Each Access card is $12.
For more information or to apply: contact@topangatowncouncil.org; or
onetopanga.com.

PHOTO COURTESY OF 69 BRAVO

Coulson Chinook-47 helitanker in training exercise over 69 Bravo helistop.

AIR POWER

I

n 2021, Los Angeles, Ventura and Orange Counties each received the
loan of the world’s largest firefighting helicopter, the highly modified
CH-47 Chinook, that is able to drop 3,000 gallons of water or retardant
in a single pass. They are here now and have already been used for small
brush fires.
“The Chinooks are a ‘game changer,’” said Smith. “We have a minimum
of four helicopters, seven engines, hand crews, two battalions, one dozer
and two fixed-wing tankers plus the Chinook for a reported brush fire in
Topanga Canyon. We hit the big red button every time.”
The two Chinooks are based at Van Nuys Airport and the Joint Forces
Training Base, Los Alamitos in Orange County, with the Sikorsky S61
Helitanker based in Ventura County. All are located within a 15-minute flight
to 69 Bravo Helistop where all four could simultaneously snorkel up water
and deploy to a fire in a matter of minutes. “We do have to sequence them,
however, because they can’t all be in the air at the same time,” Chief Smith
noted. “And the super scoopers are back for about three months,” he said.
69 Bravo Helistop. Located at the top of a hill in Topanga, the stateof-the-art 69 Bravo Helistop, the world’s most advanced water supply
and observation station, allows for automatic refilling of water-dropping
helicopters and helitankers around the clock to be deployed throughout
the Santa Monica Mountains. Additionally, 69 Bravo has been upgraded
from its original 6,000-gallon orange rubber/vinyl “pumpkin” wells to
four new 8,000-gallon steel tanks to accommodate the Chinook CH-47
aircraft. (https://69bravo.com).
Prevention—What You Can Do. Ryan Ulyate of the Topanga Canyon
Fire Safe Council discussed information on home hardening and the Home
Ignition Zone program and how you can get a free evaluation. “Make
sure you harden your home to prevent embers from getting underneath
porches, decks, leaf-filled gutters, vents, and roof shingles,” Ulyate said.
“Remove bark mulch, it’s bad, and keep nothing combustible within five
feet around your house. Keep decks clean underneath, or screened off. It
is not hopeless and you can start this weekend!”
For more information or a free home evaluation, go to Defensiblespace.
org; or contact the Resource Conservation District of the Santa Monica
Mountains (RCDSMM.org) for a home ignition zone evaluation.
Join Topanga’s Designated Firewise Community. This is a
program where residents reduce the wildfire risks in their community by
hardening their homes against fire and attending seminars. As a result,
most qualify for a reduction in their insurance rates. To learn about
insurance discounts: OneTopanga.com; https://onetopanga.com/92-newsabout-town/899-topanga-canyon-ca-designated-a-firewise-community.
Emergency Communications
Alert L.A. County is a free mass notification system for Los Angeles
County residents and businesses. For more information about emergency
communications, go to alert.lacounty.gov. To register: (ready.lacounty.
gov/alerts)
PulsePoint is also an excellent site for information and emergency
updates, (pulsepoint.org)
TCEP. For emergency status updates, residents can go to t-cep.org.
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NEW & UNIQUE
TOPANGA PROPERTIES

x

NEW LISTING | TOPANGA

Unique Property Topanga | LiveOakMountainArtisanOasis.com
An amazing Mixed-use residential/commercial property, rare to find and almost impossible to build. Imagine your business is literally within walking distance of your two private homes and cozy cabin in the woods. At 5,460± sq ft. this Smart building is divided
into 8 large workspaces. The homes are tucked away and private from the work area. The possibilities are incredible, production,
education, recording, workshop, studios, multiple businesses, and so on.

NEW LISTING | TOPANGA

NEW LISTING | TOPANGA

1359OldTopanga.com
Historical Stunning Architectural Home By Frank Lloyd Wright
4 BD, 4 BD | $2,600,000

HillsideViewHome.com
Prime Topanga Location with Phenomenal Views
3 BD, 2 BA | $2,390,000

Catherine Campbell
DRE: 01164030 | 310.663.9039
catherine@lovetopanga.com
lovetopanga.com
Voted: Best of the Best - America’s Best Real Estate Professionals
REALTRENDS TOM FERRY (3 Years Consecutively)
© 2022 Sotheby’s International Realty. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark and used with permission. Each Sotheby’s International Realty office is
independently owned and operated, except those operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. All offerings are subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal without
notice. Equal Housing Opportunity.

10

July 22 • Vol. 3 No. 14

LONG DISTANCE LISTENING PARTY
Comedy is a Divine Power
I’ve been thinking a lot recently
about the price of comedy.

is fine. Courtney Love writes music
like Curt Cobain would write music
if he had no self awareness. Her
song, “Mono” is also pretty good.

By Miles Erickson

T

here’s a somewhat obnoxious
platitude that says, “comedy is
tragedy plus time,” which isn’t wrong.
Comedy is a divine power that can
only be achieved through sacrificing
something you care about. Maybe
your friends love your crazy stories
about your wacky boss. But people
who make for fun stories are usually
incredibly difficult to be around
for long periods of time. So you’re
sacrificing your enjoyment and peace
of mind at the work place in exchange
for entertaining stories. Breakups aren’t
funny in the moment, but perfect,
healthy relationships don’t produce
comedic material. For the most part,
only the things that initially hurt us do.
There’s a reason that halfway through
the TV series, the cast of “Married
With Children” didn’t go to a family
crisis counselor and realize that they
care about each other too much to let
their selfish and narcissistic behavior
tear their family apart. That being said,
I would probably buy an entire box set
just to watch that episode.
And it’s a sliding scale. The reason
that “+time” part of the equation is
so important is because time dilutes
pain. You don’t pick grandma’s
funeral to do your killer routine about
her dementia. You need to be looking
at the situation obscured by distance.
I’m still hurt that Courtney Love’s PR
team agreed to having her answer
some questions for this column and
she pulled out. If she hadn’t, I would
never have manifested my joke about
how she maybe killed her boyfriend.
Some of my best material is stuff
that I’ll never write about or perform
because they’re tied to real-life events
that are so hurtful or traumatic that
they completely overshadow the joke.
Long Distance Listening Party
Vol. 13
This playlist is available on Spotify.
Search “Long Distance Listening Party”
or my username, Mileserickson-354.
•
•
•
•
•

Cherokee, Cat Power
The Magic, Joan As Police Woman
Violet, Hole
Archie, Marry Me, Alvvays
Best of Friends, Palma Violets

Cherokee, Cat Power. Off of the
same album as Manhattan (Vol.12),
Cherokee is somewhat overlooked as a
result. It’s also somewhat of a divergence
from Cat Power’s usual MO. There
are complex piano melodies, heavier
drum beats and a more Rock-oriented
structure. It’s an incredibly underrated
song and I would probably call it one of
her best, if not the best.
The Magic, Joan As Police Woman.
I think “Joan As Police Woman has
a very interesting relationship with
Cat Power. Whereas Cat Power’s
later career doubled down on the
lulling minimalism and cover albums
recorded with only guitars and
vocals, which, as good as they are,
feel like they were probably made
because Charlyn Marshall needed
some money and didn’t have time
to write an entire album. Joan As
Police Woman makes the kind of
music that feels like Cat Power should
have been making in the later part
of her career. It’s more complex and
somewhat more experimental. With
loose, funky synth pianos and vocals
that, while laid back are extremely
impressive and possess a lot of range.
“The Magic” feels like the result of
Joan improvising on a Midi board and
building an extremely well composed
and produced song around it.

Violet, Hole. I was telling a friend
about how I was going to write
about this song, and she was
genuinely shocked that Courtney
Love actually made music. And
not “made music” like Paris Hilton
or Tila Tequila made music. But
that she was actually a well known
and respected musician and not
just famous for being famous for
maybe allegedly being involved in
the death of Kurt Cobain. The song

Best of Friends, Palma Violet.
I don’t have a lot to say about this
song other than that I was frankly
shocked to see it only had about 12
million streams on Spotify, because
this is a song I heard a lot when it
first came out. In fact my friend
gifted me a copy of this record on
my 16th birthday, so it definitely
has some sentimental value, though
I can’t say the same for its practical
value considering I’m sure the
only reason she picked this album
was because it was probably the
bottom of the barrel, cheapest one
in amoeba.
Experiences like that create a
sort of ethereal pact between people
and their favorite music. This album
and I are now linked together like
blood brothers, and in 50 years
I’ll probably be trying to track
down my original copy in order to
ceremonially play I backwards in an
unholy attempt to reverse my aging
process like Dorian Gray.
Miles Erickson is a recent graduate
of CalArts, published author, and
currently enrolled in a prestigious,
four-year student loan repayment
program. Long Distance Listening
Party’s vague intention is to discuss
topics framed in the context of what
I’m currently listening to.
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ALL THINGS CONNECTED
Word Power 101
By Paula LaBrot

F

olks throw a lot of bewildering words around
these days, so here is a vocabulary lesson
covering terms of cellular and internet technologies
so you know what the heck people are talking about.
G Stands for Generation.
We have moved from 1stG to 5thG technology
in cellular wireless networks. Each jump brought
higher speeds and wider bandwidth that allowed
more data (sound, text and images) to flow through
the networks at faster and faster speeds. We went
from just hearing sound in 1G to email messaging,
web browsing and web cameras in 2G. 3G was
faster, more secure and added high-speed web,
video conferencing and TV streaming. 4G upped
the speed and capacity of wireless technology
exponentially, and 5G is approximately 10 times
faster than 4G and offers much more band width,
which is important in the new world of the IOT
(Internet of Things) with which, for example, you
can turn on your sprinklers in Topanga or check on
your dog through your home web cams even if you
are on the other side of the world.
Web 1.0 and 2.0
First off, let’s differentiate between the Internet and
the Web. They are not the same thing. The Internet is
a series of interconnected computer systems and the
wires, transmitters and receivers that data travel on.
The Web, of which there are now several versions,
includes the sites and pages we visit when we are
online. Essentially, the Internet is the highway and
the Web(sites) are the places we visit on the highway.
Web 1.0 lasted from about 1991 to 2004. During
that time content creators (the people who create and
post pages and websites) were fairly scarce. There
was a small number of people creating content for
a large group of people. Web 1.0 was pretty much

a “read only” set up. According to nft.com, the
most frequent Web 1.0 activities were searching for
information about a company or product, creating
wikis (a collaborative website whose content can be
edited by anyone who has access to it), emails, chat,
message boards, and pornography.
Web 2.0 has been a much more interactive
version of connectivity. Daniel Nations, writing for
Lifewire.com, explains Web. 2.0 as “the second stage
of internet development that involves the evolution
from basic, static web pages to increasingly
dynamic pages with user-generated content. It
includes the growth of social media as an important
type of internet communication.” Britannica is
typical of a Web 1.0 site. You look up information,
and that’s it. Compare Britannica with Wikipedia,
where users can collaborate, challenge, even rewrite information on the site. Web 2.0 encouraged
creators to build dynamic, interactive sites.
The much more social Web 2.0 has transformed
our social connections and our business practices.
Lifewire.com notes, “We’re all connected with other
people who can put anything they want online that
they want to share. We do this in the form of social
media platforms like blogs (Tumblr, WordPress),
social networks (Facebook and Instagram), social
news sites (Digg and Reddit), and wikis (My
favorite wiki is Wikileaks). The common theme
of each of these websites is human interaction. On
blogs, we post comments. On social networks, we
make friends. On social news, we vote for articles.
And, on wikis, we share information.”
Web 3.0
Web 3.0 is an extension of Web 2.0 that makes
data “machine readable.” It gives computers
tools to find, exchange and interpret data and
make decisions by themselves based on that
information. An example is the personalized
advertisements you see on your favorite websites

or the news headlines that are filtered to match
what the machines think fit your proclivities.
In Web 3.0, computers read metadata on the
content of a web page. Metadata is information
that computers can understand about the content
of that page. In Web 2.0, an image on a page could
not be interpreted as anything but an image. In
Web 3.0, or the Semantic Web, metadata attached
to the image provides information about what is in
the image such as “this is an image of a dog and
a woman,” where the image originated, what time
it originated, what device it originated from, even
recognizing the meaning of relationships in the
image allowing the machines to make much more
“human” decisions. Viva la difference!
Now, don’t get Web 3.0 mixed up with Web3.
Web3, which I love, is a decentralized system
that uses blockchain technology. It removes the
dominant power of centralized technology giants
like Facebook, Google, Amazon, etc., and gives
enormous power back to the user in terms of privacy
and freedom of expression. That is another column.
Now, Your Vocabulary is Up to Date
In 1999, Sir Tim Berners-Lee, founder of the World
Wide Web, said, “I have a dream for the web in which
computers become capable of analyzing all the data
on the web—the content, links and transactions
between people and computers—a “Semantic Web”
that makes this possible has yet to emerge, but
when it does, the day-to-day mechanisms of trade,
bureaucracy and our daily lives will be handled by
machines talking to machines. The intelligent agents
people have touted for ages will finally materialize.”
Dreams do come true, Sir Timmy.
Now, let’s get out there and throw terms around
with the best of ‘em!
Thank you to Rama Kingston for helping create
this article.
Vamos a ver!

The Dog Days of August

W

ant Your Dog’s
picture in The
Canyon Chronicle?
The Chronicle’s August
5 issue begins our annual
Dog Days celebration.
Since we don’t want to miss those first
few days before we officially publish,
here’s a teaser about how people
dogs are celebrated withtheir own
national days. Maybe it will entice
you to submit your dog’s photo and
a brief story or poem about what’s so
special about your charismatic canine
(150 words max). Submit to editor@
thecanyonchronicle.com no later than
July 28.
DOGust 1st is the Universal
Birthday for Shelter Dogs. Thousands
of sweet dogs land at animal shelters
until they can find forever homes. In
2008, the world’s largest no-kill animal
rescue and adoption organization,
North Shore Animal League America,
chose August 1 as the universal
birthday for all shelter dog (or “mutti-grees).” This date inspires all of us to
consider their plight. Shelters across
America join North Shore Animal
League on this day by making an extra
effort to facilitate adoptions. Shelter
workers can estimate a dog’s age, but
they can never know precisely when
they were born and nobody wants to
see a dog go without a birthday! When
these dogs are adopted, their new
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family might give them a new birthday,
but for those without a home, this date
serves as a universal celebration. On
DOGust 1st, spread the word and raise
awareness about pet adoption services
and shelters in general, praising them
for all the incredible work they do in
rescuing and caring for animals across
the country and the world. This day
we can return the unconditional love
and adoration they give us.
Topanga’s closest Los Angeles
Animal Shelters:
Agoura Animal Care Center, 29525
AgouraRd, Agoura Hills, CA 91301.
Opens at 10 a.m., seven days a week.
For information: (818) 991-0071;
animalcare.lacounty.gov.
West Valley Animal Shelter
Services Center, 20655 Plummer
Street, Chatsworth, CA 91311. Hours:
Tuesday-Saturday: Opens 9 a.m.
(888) 452-7381; laanimalservices.com/
shelters/west-valley.
National Night Out Day, on August 2,
began with Matt Peskin in 1970. He
was a regular volunteer for the Lower
Merion Community Watch program
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Peskin
eventually introduced a newsletter
on community successes and local
volunteer work then reached out to
the surrounding communities for
help. Almost 10 years later, Peskin
established his own group — the

National Association of Town
Watch that linked all neighborhood
town watches, provided them with
resources, and gave them assets to help
them stay up and running. The first
celebration was huge — 2.5 million
neighbors from 400 communities in
23 states. Recently, the Dog Walker
Watch has joined this program.
NOTE: Topanga has Arson
Watch and Neighborhood Networks
to keep an eye on Topanga. Maybe
our canine neighbors can join their
humans as Arson Watchers during
this hot summer. Do they have Arson
Watch t-shirts for dogs? Join at: info@
arsonwatch.com.
Assistance Dog Day on August 4, makes
up part of International Assistance Dog
Week (IADW), August 7-13 that was
created to recognize the dedicated,
hardworking assistance dogs helping
individuals mitigate their disabilities.
Dogs are everyone’s best friend because
of their loyalty and dedication, but
assistance dogs transform people’s lives.
They serve as their helper, companion,
aide, best friend, and close member
of their family by performing simple
tasks. Guide dogs help the blind and
those with vision loss, and hearing
alert dogs help those with hearing loss.
This is a time to appreciate these dogs
and their trainers and raise funds to
increase increase awareness of the work

they do. The day also honors the puppy
owners and trainers of assistance dogs,
whose efforts better the lives of others.
The heroic deeds of assistance dogs are
also recognized on this day with lots
of fun activities on the day. The day
was created by author Marcie Davis, a
paraplegic for over 35 years. She wrote
the book “Working Like Dogs: The
Service Dog Guidebook,” and is host of
the internet radio program, “Working
Like Dogs.” She founded Working
Like Dogs to honor assistance dogs
around the world and is a sponsor of
International Assistance Dog Week
(August 7-13) .
Work Like a Dog Day, on August 5,
is a time to honor the people who
emulate the strong work ethic of
canines, especially service dogs, farm
dogs who work from the crack of
dawn till the sun sets, and sled dogs
and sheepdogs that perform grueling
tasks every day. Today, pause to
appreciate the hard workers who
work on a task (or a bone) until it’s
done. “Working like a dog” simply
means to go the extra mile. The best
part is that after you’ve “Worked
like a dog,” you can also take a welldeserved long slumber because, after
all, “It’s a dog’s life.” Animals teach us
so much, and working hard to attain
your goals is a life lesson that you
can’t go wrong. (nationalday.com)

MY CORNER OF THE CANYON
Peaceable Planet
By Kathie Gibboney

I

t happens this time of year. An inner craving
awakes. Some primal longing draws me like a
Siren’s song and helpless I am to resist the, Call of
The Sea. If this yearning has something to do with
the phases of the summer moon or some ancient
memory of being pulled, grunion-like to spawn
on the shore, I cannot fathom but I am suddenly
enraptured with all things nautical.
I covet a visit to an aquarium, to imagine
plumbing watery depths, weightless while
floating free. I could commune with a crab, visit
octopus’ grotto, stand hypnotized by the sway of
the seaweed, admire the beauty of jellyfish, and
gaze in adoration at majestical sea horses. I find
myself watching every program about the ocean
I can find, documentaries on Animal Planet,
CNN’s “Patagonia,” “SharkFest,” even stooping to
an episode of, “Wicked Tuna.” I peruse octopus,
whale and dolphin videos, stingray sagas, and
even view an old journey aboard the Calypso with
pioneer Jacques Cousteau, back when everyone
smoked (I suspect the French still do).
Although I wish to be immersed in the
underwater world, a visit to the ocean’s edge is
the best we do. Of course, Topanga Beach has its
own ecosystem, the locals laying claim to the best
parking area and the prime bench near the stairs.
Fortunately, the Beleaguered Husband, being a
regular in good standing, or just old, is awarded
some respect and even honored by the boys with
the offer of a cold beer. No wonder I married him.
Sitting on the sand it is all out there in front of
me. The vast ocean, appearing calm on the surface
yet underneath teaming with life, in fact being
the very cradle of life. But where did the oceans
come from? Supposedly as a young earth cooled,
surrounding gas changed to water, or water was

already here in rocks or delivered to the planet via
meteors, or a bit of all combined.
In the great timeline of the earth, life is said to
have “developed almost instantaneously.” The first
known forms were microorganisms. They grew by
photosensitizing, using the natural energy of solar
power. If only life could have stayed so friendly. But
no…and here’s where I must take issue with the
whole wonderful and terrible design of our planet,
of nature, and whatever or whoever, be it random
accident or intelligence, God or Fool, or lightning
bolt, as with Frankenstein’s monster, that created
the spark of life on our planet. Here, I must question
something that I have found to be a profound
flaw in the whole kit and kaboodle. Yes, giving us
the mosquito and rapper Pitbull are bad enough
but why, oh, why did survival on this planet, our
beautiful earth that produces sunsets, the song of
the whale, and baby lambs, have to be based on the
food chain of animals eating each other?
With the new incredible Webb telescope
capturing the stunning images of emerging and
aged distant galaxies, revealing even more about
the vastness of the universe, I want to shout out
to some angelic architect, the big brain, cosmic
vibration, or just a guy wearing a tee shirt that
reads, ‘Don’t Blame Me, I Only Work Here’.
“Hey, don’t do it this way!” my voice will rail.
“If there’s going to be evolving life on your planets,

give them a break! When you get ready for a
birthday party to celebrate your newly developed
life forms, don’t invite the carnivores.”
Or better yet, warn those new and innocent
evolving organisms against eating the fruit of
The Tree of Knowledge. Eden was a paradise for
all creatures, human, plant and animal. It was a
peaceable kingdom where the lamb lies next to
lion, no fear, no war, no missing socks, probably
no sex either but come on, it was Paradise. All lost,
traded away for free choice, a hamburger, and a
return to the jungle on land and in the sea.
Once I had a dream in which I died. The planet
was hit by a meteor. The next thing I knew I was
out of my body, hovering above the ground as
were my friends and family. I thought, “Well this
isn’t so bad. I can still see everyone.” But my vision
dimmed, and there was a ringing in my ears. Then
I felt an irresistible pull to surge upwards, but I was
afraid to go, to leave what I knew. The summons
to rise became ever stronger and I told myself not
to fight it, to go with it, but I was still scared and
clinging to the corporal world.
“Just let go, just go with it,” I chanted. Then, I
actually felt my spirit reenter my body and awoke,
back in my bed. I was returned to this place and
time. Perhaps not yet worthy to reenter Eden. And
I knew two things. When your spirit leaves your
body it is not easy to let go being earthbound, and
you have to go alone.
I also somehow gleaned that the less meat you
eat, the lighter you will be to make the transition.
Since then, in anticipation of departing this mortal
coil, I have not eaten meat, except for a Little
Smoky or two at Christmas. I’d like to report back
to you regarding this theory and will if I can.
Out there, across the universe, may there be
one blessed planet that got it right, where the lamb
lies down with the lion.

Jennifer deSpain,
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Astrology
All Eyes on Taurus
By Kait Leonard

A

PICTURE BY ALEXAS FOTOS

ugust brings fiery love when Venus enters
Leo, and some very good luck when the
goddess of love and Jupiter join in conversation.
But Taurus holds the spotlight this month. Find
the sign of the bull in your chart and buckle
up. We’ve got some very big energy coming our
way.
On August 1st, we jump right into one of
the most important conjunctions of 2022. The
North Node, the point of destiny, Uranus, the
planet of the unexpected, and Mars, the god of
war, will stack up in Taurus, the sign of comfort
and resources. That’s a whole lot to unpack,
and we’ll be doing just that until August 20th
when Mars moves into Gemini. We’ve been
experiencing the North Node/Uranus union
since the middle of July, so consider how your
life has been getting a good shake-up since
then. Many people have found themselves
making unexpected decisions that have come
out of the blue but seem inevitable. For some,
these nudges down the path of destiny haven’t
been comfortable. Uranus doesn’t much care
how we feel. It demands change, either through
brilliant innovative ideas or shocking events
blowing our lives apart. Now on the 1st, Mars
joins this party, bringing his do-it-now spirit.
Think of Mars when he’s being good as the
athlete and when he’s not as the assassin. He
packs a wallop either way.
Taurus is ruled by Venus, the goddess of
love, money, beauty, and comfort. This month’s
super-charged shake-up will definitely impact
the things that keep us comfy and feeling secure.
It could bring an unexpected move or an outof-the-blue business opportunity. For some,
it might mean the sudden loss of something
cherished but outgrown. Sometimes Taurus
energy fosters clinging to what’s familiar long
after we should have let go. Uranus and Mars

will take care of that. Uranus blows things up,
and Mars cuts things apart. There will be no
clinging under their watch. Keep in mind that
with the North Node involved in this ménage
à trois these changes will ultimately lead to
something better.
Almost as soon as the trio unite in Taurus,
Venus moves into a harmonious aspect with
them, softening the energy a bit. Venus, the
ruler of Taurus, will be transiting the nurturing
sign of Cancer. The goddess of everything that
feels good will add her positive vibe to the
drama-filled conjunction especially during the
first week of August. Her support will end when
she exits Cancer on the 11th. The first week of
the month could bring unexpected new love or
brilliant financial opportunities. Do be careful

of over-spending and out-of-control eating
(Taurus loves both) until Venus moves into
Leo. Then get ready to add some spice to your
romantic life while the goddess of love transits
this sizzling hot sign.
The Moon becomes full in Aquarius on the
11th. Full Moons are about culminations and
reaping the rewards of seeds already sown. The
intentions you set during the New Moon at the
end of July should be taking form around the
time of this Full Moon. Use this phase as a time
to be grateful for the harvest and take a break
before setting new intentions on the 27th when
we have a New Moon in Virgo, a perfect time to
make plans for working on detailed projects or
starting new health routines.
Venus makes another beautiful aspect on
the 18th when she slides into a Trine, the most
harmonious aspect, with Jupiter. Expect good
luck to show up in the areas of love, money, and
creative pursuits. Make the most of this energy
by taking time to have fun and enjoy life. Find
time for the people closest to you. Gather your
friends and loved ones to visit art galleries or
hike in nature. Venus will send her love your
way during these very Venutian pastimes.
As we head into August, we should all
prepare for profound changes to come our
way. But with Venus in the picture, it should
also be a month of fun and fulfillment. If your
foundation starts to rock and roll, just catch
the beat and dance your way through it. Your
destiny’s waiting.

Topanga’s Independent Voice Since 1976

ADVERTISE WITH US!
for Information,
email
ads@thecanyonchronicle com
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THE MARKETPLACE
S er ving Yo ur Business t hr o ugh O u rs
Healing the Human Experience
Erin Valente Therapy
LMFT#128267

TEXT TOPANGA TANYA
WHEN YOU ARE READY
TO BUY SELL OR INVEST
TANYA STARCEVICH REALTOR

®

Offering virtual sessions for
Couples, Families, Individuals

Ranked Top 10% Keller Williams
Pacific Palisades | Malibu | Topanga

30-minute complimentary
consultation sessions available

T: 310.774.3824 | C:310.739.4216
tanyastarcevich@gmail.com
www.tanyashouses.com

262.729.3317 | erinvalentelmft@gmail.com

Broker #01499010 | BRE Lic #01864259

Complete Eyecare for All Ages

B O U T I Q U E O P T I CA L

Searchlight Insurance Services
Craig Phelps
T: 888-257-8200
C: 626-437-7900
F: 877-777-5199
SMS: 310-455-8205

Call or Schedule Online

747.232.2202

Dr. Emily James | Optometrist

lunaoptometry.com
Located Within Gelson’s Village
22247 Mulholland Hwy, Calabasas

of the Seventh Ray

cphelps@searchlightinsurance.com
www.searchlightinsurance.com

You Can Control Your Environment
R.W. ROLDAN
HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

Creek side dining for
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
& Sunday Brunch.
A perfect place for that
special moment Weddings,
Events & Private Parties

Locally Owned

SERVICE & INSTALLATION

(310) 455-1311
128 Old Topanga Canyon
Road, Topanga, CA 90290
innoftheseventhray.com

CA License # 6000548

Lic. 585114

Ray Roldan
Travis Roldan
818.477.7932
818.288.7078
BODY • MIND • HEART • SOUL

Holistic Wellness
& Healing
Dianne Porchia, MA, DMBM

Luxury Eco-Chic
Tiny Home $125,000

310.455.2851
porchiaswish.com

Shannon Toma 310.913.8366
homesweettiny@gmail.com
Text for info or appointment

Skilled craftsmanship, attention to detail, and environmental
responsibility in a warm, minimal aesthetic—this house on wheels is
the perfect combination of cozy and chic, built with sustainability in
mind and all the amenities. Ready to tow to your location!

LIFE IN BALANCE

Featured in
HEAL Documentary

t Really Magi
o
N
It’s Barbara Allen E.A. c!
310-455-2375

riklin@barbaraalleneataxservices.com

Tax Preparation & Audit Representation
For Individuals, Small Businesses,

Estates, Trusts and Tax-Exempt Entities
www.barbaraalleneataxservices.com

GRAPHIC
DESIGN
nira lichten

awards-winning graphic designer

310.460.9340 | niraten.com

THE MARKETPLACE
Serving Your Business through Ours
• Small Ads for Big Ideas
• Affordable $60/month
• We will design for you
Contact us:
ads@thecanyonchronicle.com | 310.460.9786
The Canyon Chronicle
P.O. Box 1101, Topanga CA 90290
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Pritchett-RapfTOPANGA
Realtors

Offices in Malibu & Topanga

(310) 455-4363 • PRTopanga.com
Call for more information!

MID-CENTURY
MODERN HOME

This mountain view home boasts floor to ceiling
windows and captures Topanga State Park.
Located at the end of the quiet cul-de-sac.
Massive cut stone fireplace grabs your attention
with an elegant oversized metal hood. The open
floor plan has sliding glass doors from the living
and dining room to the entertainer size decks to
drink in nature. The soaring wood ceilings create
a sense of spaciousness with embracing bamboo
floors, book shelves, light-filled rooms and stone
walls. It is waiting for you!

For Sale at $2,000,000
Chryssa Lightheart

(310) 663-3696
DRE# 01093433

IN ESCROW
Old Topanga Canyon Blvd. 3 Bed | 2 Bath
Chryssa Lightheart - (310) 663-3696

$5,000,000

Perfect combo of country living and business opportunity. Topanga’s original gem,
this was one of the original homes in this corner of the canyon. Since 2005, it has
hosted a successful private facility offering dog training, boarding, and daycare.

SOLD
Ensenada Dr., Woodland Hills 3 Bed | 2 Bath
Christine Kapetan - (310) 804-8336

$900,000

Charming haven close to fantastic hiking, restaurants and shops. Easy access to
PCH and Ventura Blvd. Large studio space has a second kitchenette and bath.
Perfect spot South of Blvd on tree lined street.

LEASED
Callado Way
2 Bed | 2 Bath
William Preston Bowling - (310) 428-5085

$649,200

Enjoy amazing views from this cozy California bungalow with detached rental. Close
to Edelman Park (MRCA-SMMC Open Space) trails. Property touches park owned
land to the East and has room to grow on the West. Main house is a major fixer.

LAND
BEAUTIFUL CANYON VIEWS OUTSIDE COASTAL
Topanga Skyline Dr.
$425,000
William Preston Bowling
2.74 acres
(310) 428-5085

LOCAL & GLOBAL

Bowers Drive
3 Bed | 2 Bath
Teresa Penner - (310) 849-3930

$9,900/mo

This stunning Craftsman home is recently renovated and updated to reflect the
timeless details of masterful woodwork combined with a chic modern approach
to design. In essence, this is Topanga style at its finest.

IN ESCROW
HUGE BUILDING SITE WITH OCEAN VIEWS
Hawks Nest Trail
$405,000
William Preston Bowling
2.5 acre
(310) 428-5085

Pritchett-Rapf Realtors

LAND
MOUNTAIN VIEW LOT OUTSIDE COASTAL
Callado Way
$162,000
William Preston Bowling
0.42 acre
(310) 428-5085

CalDRE 00528707

