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Welcome to Zen Rock, a
masterpiece of luxury and
serenity in Fernwood.

YOU’RE INVITED TO A WRIGHT WAY TEAM CATERED LAUNCH PARTY!
20193 OBSERVATION DR, TOPANGA
OPEN SATURDAY AUGUST 6TH 2-5 PM | OPEN SUNDAY AUGUST 7TH 2-5 PM
Zen Rock, a masterpiece of luxury and serenity, has vast canyon and mountain
views inviting deep contemplation. Step down the stone paths framed by stone
walls, through the oaks, pines, and cedar trees of this 1/2 acre lot, to your personal
Temple for peaceful living. You are sheltered under an architecturally impressive
Pagoda style roof. The huge great room inspires with an intricate beamed ceiling,
and walls of glass leading to a wide deck, perfect for watching the fog roll in
below. The kitchen is open and elegant, with upscale appliances, granite counters,
and plenty of room to create feasts for your loved ones. The stylish powder room
with cement counters and a marble sink will wow your guests. The weather here
in Fernwood Heights is nearly perfect, with cool coastal breezes, and bright sunny
days above the fog line. Downstairs, another fireplace in an antechamber that
could be your reading nook, your office, your quiet place. The main suite is framed
in Shoji Screens, and opens to another deck with bravura views. Soak up to your
chin in the deep tub in the indulgent bathroom. The glass walled, stone shower
takes in the views of the treetops. A wide vanity holds marble sinks to enhance
your morning rituals. Paths tumble down towards the spring fed, seasonal creek,
below. Above, off-street parking for at least 5 cars is a neighborhood rarity. Walk
into the vast wilderness of Topanga State Park, with chaparral cloaked paths,
beckoning just down the street. Smell the pine scented breeze, touched with the
salty hint of the nearby ocean. You are close to the village of Topanga, with it’s
charm-filled shops, galleries, and cafes, the coast, Santa Monica, and Malibu. You
are even closer to the sky.

2 BED | 2 BATH | 1758 SQ FT | 1/2 ACRE
$1,699,000 | OFFER DEADLINE AUGUST 8TH 7 PM
Ready to see how different the curated white glove Compass approach is to selling real estate? Utilizing the Wright
Way Team and our access to Compass Private Exclusives, Compass Concierge, and many other amazing services,
will change how you have ever experienced the real estate process. There is a reason why Compass has been the #1
Brokerage in Topanga 3 years running and why the Wright Way Team is the #1 team in Topanga. We are a local family
team powered by a forward thinking, fast moving, high touch and high technology company, changing the industry for
the better, leading from the heart, and delivering exceptional results for our clients!
@thewrightwayteam
NUMBER ONE TOPANGA TEAM. PASSIONATE LOCAL AGENTS. UNPARALLELED MARKETING REACH. INNOVATIVE
TECHNOLOGY. RESULTS DELIVERED. AN EXPERIENCE LIKE NO OTHER.

Adrian Wright

Jordan Wright

818.939.6415
adrian.wright@compass.com
DRE 00935559

818.746.6987
jordanwright@compass.com
DRE 01952694

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01991628. All material presented herein is intended for
informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement
is made as to the accuracy of any description. #1 Topanga agents status based on total closed transaction sides. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Lyn and Dick Sherman received a commendation from Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky, not for themselves, but for
Lyn’s champion bloodhound, Knobby, who had just won “Best in Show” in the 2005 Annual AKC/Eukanuba
National Championship in 2005.

A Happy Memorial Full of Laughter

Dick Sherman’s memorial on Sunday July 24, was carefully planned, a labor of love especially for Serena
Wiley, who went to work for him when she was 18, and Jay Feranandez, who also worked for him as a
pipeline contractor. Serena contacted us wanting to acknowledge the people who put their hearts into
making sure Richard had a memorial. Our feature, “Richard Sherman—A Man for All Septics” (Pages
8-9), however, was already on the page and ready to go to press. No room? No problem. It was an
opportunity to show the photo of Lyn and Dick receiving a commendation for their 2005 “Best of Breed”
bloodhound, Knobby, from then Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky. The memorial was a heartwarming and
joyous occasion, where longtime friends gathered to share their memories and some wild stories of the
man in the lime green truck with the blue flames.
“When Jay Fernandez got wind that there might not be a memorial for Richard,” Serena writes, “he
knew that between the two of us, we would make sure it happened. I contacted his wife, Lyn, with
a plan and once she agreed, I ran with it, starting with the GoFundMe account, then worked on a
location and date. The memorial would not have been possible if not for the enormous generosity of
Amir Rofougaran, owner of “The 1909.” Amir was incredibly kindhearted when it came to the price for
the food, space and service. Cristina Munteanu is an event coordinator for The 1909, and met with me
to coordinate, as well as provide service the day of. The appetizers at the event were from Amir’s catering
company, Belair Bistro and I baked all the desserts myself. Feisser Stone is a Topanga local (Barlingual.
com) and provided discounted bar services for us.
Jay and I worked together. With the help of generous donations, we were able to have a lovely
gathering to share our stories and pay respects to Richard, a man who was so kind, generous, loyal,
incredibly smart and funny.
There are still expenses we would like to cover for Lyn through the GoFundMe account: gofundme.
com/richard-sherman-topanga. The contact email address is: shermanmemorial724@gmail.com. Thank
you for all those who attended and thanks for your help and support.
—Serena Wiley, (818) 427-2850
What’s in the News?
“Town Council Seeks Fairness in FAIR Plan” (Page 4). Who doesn’t?
In Letters What’s going on—or not going on—at Pine Tree Circle? And why doesn’t the State Park
clear its brush? (Pages 5 & 7)
Trouble the Water at Theatricum is a tour de force, says reviewer Annemarie Donkin. Don’t miss this
one. (Page 6)
Paula LaBrot is spot on with “The Hospitalists” for tips on how to navigate your way around our
broken, so-called health care system. (Page 13)
Dog Days of August 2022 is back for this issue and the next on August 19. Submit your dog’s hi-res
photo and 150 words max by August 12. Send to: editor@thecanyonchronicle.com (Page 10)
—Flavia Potenza

editor@thecanyonchronicle.com
General inquiries:
info@thecanyonchronicle.com
Advertising inquiries:
ads@thecanyonchronicle.com
P.O. Box 1101
Topanga, CA 90290
(310) 460-9786
Follow us on Instagram @thecanyonchronicle,
& Facebook and twitter @CanyonChronicle
The Canyon Chronicle is an
independent community newspaper
published bi-weekly by Canyon Media,
Inc.©2020. All rights reserved.
thecanyonchronicle.com

Valerie Walsh’s cover for Dog Days 2022 is a
paperscape that she created, once again using
dogs she knows and loves. Rosie is on the
surfboard, Ziggy Stardust lives in the green
house, Scout in the pink house considers a romp
on the beach and Blossom in the purple house
is ready to catch a wave with Rosie as they enjoy
the dog days of summer. valeriegallerie.com
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News
Town Council Seeks Fairness in CA FAIR Plan
On July 13, 2022, The Topanga Canyon
Town Council (TCTC) presented
written and verbal testimony to
California Insurance Commissioner
Ricardo Lara (ricardolara.com)
regarding an “investigatory hearing
into the operations, policies and
procedures of the California FAIR
Plan Association.”
In her testimony, Town Council
president Carrie Carrier argued that
Topanga is “one of the most wildfireprepared communities in the State
with an unprecedented number of
organizations dedicated to keeping
the community safe. It successfully
applied for a Topanga ‘Firewise’
designation in 2021 and is on track
to exceed its annual requirements by
400% in 2022.
“And yet, we are one among a
growing number of communities
where private insurers are canceling
policies and forcing residents onto
the impossibly expensive, and
woefully inadequate, FAIR Plan.”
Carrier names seven basic
categories of FAIR Plan challenges
that residents face:
Skyrocketing
Rates
and
Unaffordable Plans—Residents’
insurance rates have been rising
30-50%+ per year, ever since
the Woolsey Fire (November
2018) impacted the neighboring
community of Malibu (but not
Topanga). Recurring rate increases
have a compounding effect, spiking

Annual Increases Exponentially Spike Rates
Original 					% Increase
Premium
Annual Increase			
in 4 Years
		

2019

2020

2021

2022

3000

30%

$3,900

$5,070

$6,591

$8,568

186%

3000

40%

$4,200

$5,880

$8,232

$11,525

284%

3000

50%

$4,500

$6,750

$10,125

$15,188

406%

rates exponentially over a short
period of time. After four relentless
years of rate increases, residents now
pay premiums that are double, triple,
and even quadruple what they paid
in 2018. This is neither reasonable
nor sustainable. All age groups are
being severely impacted. Seniors
on fixed incomes effectively have
to pay a monthly insurance bill that
rivals a mortgage payment. Young
families already struggling to pay for
expensive mortgages and child care
must absorb annual rate increases
that far eclipse meager annual wage
gains. When adjusted for inflation,
hourly earnings actually dropped
3.6% in June from a year earlier,
according to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics. With housing affordability
already at crisis levels in the State,
these insurance prices are pushing
homeowners over the edge. And
it’s not just homeowners who are

Thinking About Buying
or Selling a Home?
EXPERIENCE SOMETHING
DIFFERENT
Responsiveness.
Attention to Detail.
Results.

KIRSTEN BOHMAN
(310) 403-4818
KirstenBohman@gmail.com
IG: vacayeveryday4life

137 S. Topanga Canyon Blvd.
DRE# 00528707
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suffering. Landlords who have to pay
these rates pass on the costs to their
tenants. (“US Inflation Quickens to
9.1%, Amping Up Fed Pressure to Go
Big,” by Olivia Rockeman, Bloomberg
News, 2022 July 13.)
Coverage Exclusions—In contrast
to a traditional insurance plan, the
FAIR Plan omits from its coverage
several key loss types, including:
water damage, liability, falling
objects, and theft. This coverage
gap forces residents to purchase a
“Difference in Conditions” (DIC)
or Wrap-around Policy, which
often adds considerably to the
bill. Commissioner Lara should
compel the FAIR Plan to provide
coverage that is as comprehensive
as a traditional plan so that
people in higher risk areas are not
discriminated against in the options
that they can obtain from a single
policy.
Dwelling Unit Limitation—
Most parcels in Topanga contain
multiple structures, including one or
more guest houses (ADUs), garages,
sheds, barns, and so forth. But the
FAIR Plan does not cover multiple
dwelling units per parcel. Even
if it did, the current $3.1 million
cap on FAIR Plan coverage would
essentially render those structures
uncovered losses if a fire were to
destroy them. The FAIR Plan should
be required to cover all structures
on a parcel, not just one.
Coverage Cap Too Low—The
current cap on coverage should be
raised from $3.1 million to at least $5
million to ensure that the majority
of residential parcels in the State’s
largest County (by population) are
properly covered. Many residents
will not benefit if the Commissioner
requires the FAIR Plan to be more
comprehensive without also raising
the cap. The Plan cap should reflect
actual real estate prices in the area.
Too many “average” residents are
already at, or over, the $3.1 million
coverage limit.
Lack of Credit for Home
Hardening and Other Mitigations
—Topanga has a robust culture of
emergency preparedness, both at the
community and individual level. We
have four groups dedicated almost
entirely to wildfire preparedness: the
Topanga Coalition for Emergency
Preparedness (TCEP), the Topanga
Canyon Firesafe Council, Arson
Watch, and the Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT).
The Firesafe Council shares data-

driven “best practices” on home
hardening while our local Resource
Conservation District conducts
FREE “Home Ignition Zone”
inspections for residents.
The community has written a
100-page Guide on how to prepare
for wildfires, called the “Topanga
Disaster Survival Guide.” We also
have a state-of-the-art helistop in
Topanga, called 69 Bravo, which
makes more than 32,000 gallons
of water available to firefighting
helicopters at a moment’s notice.
Individually, homeowners spend
thousands of dollars to harden their
homes by installing new windows,
replacing siding, and overhauling
their landscaping. However, they
are not seeing any real reduction in
their rates.
Commissioner Lara should
specify how much of the rating can
be adjusted with mitigations. We
believe that these mitigations should
factor significantly (at least 50%)
into a homeowner’s overall rating.
Opacity in Rating Determination
—Residents have long wondered why
they receive the ratings they do, and
until now, they had no way to know.
Insurers were notoriously tight-lipped
about how they determine risk levels,
and residents felt completely powerless
to improve their position. Now that
Commissioner Lara is finalizing REG2020-00015, we hope that the FAIR
Plan will become fully transparent in
how it determines rates and the extent
to which it factors mitigations into
premium reductions.
Inclusion on Advisory Committees
—Los Angeles County has by
far the largest population and
Value-at-Risk (VAR) of any other
county in the State. How mountain
communities like Topanga prepare
for wildfires has an outsized effect
on the entire region. We carry that
responsibility on our back, and we
want to share the expert level of
knowledge we have accrued over
the years with others. We are not
looking for a pat on the head; we
are looking to save lives and make
a difference.
We also want to ensure residents’
insurance rates reflect the amount
of risk reduction that they have
achieved with their efforts. To that
end, we would like our community
to be formally included on Advisory
panels that inform the Insurance
Commissioner and FAIR Plan on
wildfire mitigation strategies.
In Conclusion—Residents in
Topanga and other high-risk areas
are being forced onto the FAIR Plan
in droves and are being pummeled
by its practices. We have detailed
here not only the challenges that
residents face but how the Insurance
Commissioner
could
address
them. Our goal is to ensure that
our communities remain safe and
that wildfire insurance remains
affordable and accessible to all.”
Respectfully,
Carrie L. Carrier, President
The Topanga Town Council

Letters
Anthony Marrone Named FD Acting Chief
Following the retirement of Fire
Chief Daryl L. Osby, the LA Board
of Supervisors has appointed Fire
Chief Anthony C. Marrone to serve
as Acting Fire Chief over the County
of Los Angeles Fire Department,
effective August 1.
Chief Marrone steps into the role
with previous experience serving in
the same capacity during his predecessor’s leave of
absence in 2021. For 36 years he has established
a career that combines broad experience in both
emergency and business operations with an
extensive list of accomplishments and assigments, in
addition to managing special projects and Business
Operations. Chief Marrone has also directly
managed routine and complex wildland fires and
other significant all-risk incidents.
Chief Marrone will lead one of the largest and

most diverse fire departments in the
world, providing traditional and nontraditional fire and life safety services
to more than 4.0 million residents
and communities in 60 cities and 122
unincorporated areas served by the
Department within its 2,311-squaremile service area. The Department
operates out of 177 fire stations, with
just over 5,000 emergency responders and business
professionals operating within an annual budget
of $1.4 billion. In addition, the Fire Department
provides ocean lifeguard, 9-1-1 dispatch, health
hazardous materials, and forestry services
throughout the County.
To support firefighters, lifesaving equipment,
and our transformational community education
programs, and if you wish to donate and learn more:
SupportLACountyFire.org.

For the Record
As much as Maryana Palmer appreciated the
mention of the premier of her award-winning
documentary, Invisible Children of LA, there are
two important corrections to be made and new
information about the fundraiser mentioned in
the article, which had to be postponed due to a
COVID scare.
First, Palmer is a psychotherapist not a
psychiatrist.
Second, the film never had a premier of the
early short version and was not shown at the
Topanga Film Institute or Will Geer’s Theatricum
Botanicum. “We did have a short version that was
entered in film festivals and won 10 international
awards,” said Palmer, and what is worth saying
once, is worth saying again: “We finally completed

our final version in spring of this year 2022, which
premiered at the Marina del Rey Film Festival and
won “Best Documentary, Audience Choice” award,
as well as the awards mentioned in the article.
Unfortunately, the July 23 screening and
fundraiser at the Emerson Unitarian Church
was canceled and postponed to Saturday August
13th, at 7:30 p.m., so you have time to plan your
outing to see the film. The church is located at
7304 Jordan Avenue in Canoga Park and Tony
Selvage will perform classical world music A
Q&A follows the screening. Tickets are $15-$30
but no one will be turned away for lack of funds.
For more information about the film
and to donate to the cause, please visit
invisiblechildrenofla.org.

What About Us?
Dear Editor,
Looks like Nate [Daneshgar], who owns Pine
Tree Circle, just bought the John Sowden
House, “a dazzling neo-Mayan gem built
by architect Lloyd Wright” [son of Frank
Lloyd Wright], for $6.16 million. (latimes.
com/business/real-estate/story/2022-07-01/
marijuana-millionaire-sells-lloyd-wrightsneo-mayan-masterpiece-for-6-16-million)
As a Topangan who has been watching
Pine tree circle sink in so many ways since
the Carlsons sold it, I’m wondering why Mr.
Daneshgar can’t seem to find funds to keep the
center from its continuing slide into decline?
The constant septic stink in the parking lot,
the abandoned fire trap Boubalina building,
and the impact of super high rent fees on
longtime retail tenants are all discouraging to
watch. Am I the only Topangan who notices?
Maybe The Canyon Chronicle can start a
community conversation on this one?
Thank you for continuing to bring great
journalism to Topanga!
Best,
—Wendy Skolfield

The Editor Replies
The Canyon Chronicle exists to provide a
public venue to give voice to the community
on matters of concern and will do our best to
responsibly report on any efforts by residents
to rectify the situation. Mr. Daneshgar is most
welcome to reply to Ms Skolfield and the
community regarding her concerns.

Your Topanga Homestead Agent,
Olga Crawford.
SOLD

19668 Grandview Dr

ONE OF A KIND EUROPEAN STYLE ESTATE | SOLD AT:
$3,500,000
SOLD

SOLD

1362 Old Topanga Canyon Rd

DESIGNER OASIS IN OLD CANYON | SOLD AT: $1,900,000

NEW

OLGA CRAWFORD
DRE 2005209
310.633.1469
OLGA.CRAWFORD@COMPASS.COM
compass.com

154 Navajo Ln

TOP O’ TOPANGA | SOLD AT: $917,000

316 Poquito Ln

STORYBOOK COTTAGE WITH VIEWS | $1,299,000

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the state of california and abides by equal housing opportunity laws. License number [enter 8 digit calbre number]. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only.
Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and
square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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Arts
‘Trouble the Water’ Triumphs at the Theatricum
By Annemarie Donkin

R

obert Henry Smalls—a name
that should stand in history
alongside Frederick Douglass and
Harriet Tubman—was an American
politician, publisher, businessman
and maritime pilot.
Born into slavery in Beaufort, SC
in 1839 and nicknamed “Trouble,”
as a young man Smalls went to work
as a laborer, taught himself to read
and worked as a longshoreman in
Charleston where he learned to pilot
a transport ship. Smalls earned $1 a
week and knew he could never buy
his freedom or that of his wife—but
he had plans to escape.
Inspired by the little-known,
larger-than-life true story of Robert
Smalls, Will Geer’s Theatricum
Botanicum presents the world
premiere of Trouble the Water, freely
adapted by Ellen Geer from the 2019
award-winning historical novel by
Rebecca Dwight Bruff.
Geer’s resulting play is dramatically
informative and enlightening starting
with the opening scene as Smalls’
uncle is hung. The production is filled
with trauma, small moments of joy,
heartbreak and lingering tragedy—
to let the world know what horrors
transpired since 1619 and resonate to
this day.
Longtime Theatricum company
member Gerald C. Rivers (who
voiced the audiobook version of

Bruff ’s first novel) masterfully directs
the large cast and ensemble and
narrates as the older Robert Smalls,
which puts the play in context.
At the end of the evening, the
audience will leave singing “Wade in
the Water,” with a new understanding
of what it really means.
Overall, the production is worthy
of becoming part of theatrical
canon—Trouble the Water is a tourde-force!
The power of the play is due not
only to the outstanding cast and
direction by Rivers, but also to the
conscientious care by Theatricum
Artistic Director Ellen Geer, who
spent two years during the COVID-19
lockdown researching and writing a
“free adaptation” for the stage. It is
the right vehicle for our time when so
much of America’s “hidden history”
is coming to the fore. With accuracy
and fidelity to Black culture, Geer has
managed a theatrical stunner that
brings the truth of America’s dark
past up close and uncomfortable, yet
we can be proud to see that someone
like Smalls is part of our legacy of
what freedom really means.
Piloting a Ship to Freedom
In Smalls’ most daring plan, in the
early hours of May 13, 1862, when
he and a small crew stayed onboard
to guard the ship, Smalls dressed as
the captain and stealthily piloted the
transport steamer CSS Planter, fully

19712 VALLEY VIEW DR, TOPANGA, CA 90290

LISTED FOR

$1,250,000

3 BEDS | 2 BATHS | 1,020 SQFT
This 1,020 square foot single family home has 3
bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. This home is
located at 19712 Valley Dr, Topanga, CA 90290.

TANYA STARCEVICH

Realtor® | DRE# 01864259
Ranked Top 10% Keller Williams
C: 310-739-4216 I F: 310-774-3801
www.tanyashouses.com
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Each office is independently owned and operated. DRE#01499010

PHOTO BY IAN FLANDERS

Terrence Wayne, Jr. as the younger Robert
Smalls embraces his wife to be, as Smalls’
older self, Gerald Rivers, looks on, almost
as if conjuring the happy memory.

loaded with Confederate munitions,
past checkpoints in Charleston
harbor toward the Union blockade
that surrounded it. It was a short, yet
harrowing journey. If they had failed
to give the correct signals at the right
time, they would have all been killed
or returned to slavery.
Once Smalls and the crew hit the
Union blockade, however, they were
free and his plan saved his family, his
crewmen and their families.
These actions earned him Union
hero status, $1,500, and an audience
with President Abraham Lincoln. His
act of bravery and those of others also
helped convince Lincoln to accept
African-American soldiers into the
Union Army.
After the War, Smalls returned to
Beaufort, bought his slave master’s
house and became a politician,
winning election as a Republican to
the South Carolina Legislature and the
United States House of Representatives
during Reconstruction.
It is a matter of public record that
Smalls also authored state legislation
providing for South Carolina to have
the first free and compulsory publicschool system in the United States.
Yet, Southern historians obliterated
Smalls’ story because he was an
embarrassment to the Confederacy as
he became the first African-American
hero of the American Civil War.
The Cast and Crew
Rivers, a dynamic voiceover artist,
inspirational speaker, the voice of
Martin Luther King, and a master
West African drummer and teacher,
narrates the play as the older Robert
Smalls, while the sensational young
actor Terrence Wayne, Jr. plays his
younger self, nicknamed “Trouble.”
A longtime Theatricum member,
the great Earnestine Phillips stars as
Smalls’ mother, Lydia, enslaved in
the house of Henry and Jane McKee,
who are played by Alistair McKenzie
and Robyn Cohen.
The heartbreaking and funny
Rodrick Jean-Charles portrays
Smalls’ Uncle George, brother to
Reuben (Clarence Powell) who was
hanged the night Trouble was born.
The beautiful young Tiffany
Coty stars as Smalls’ girlfriend and
first wife, Hannah, while the lovely

Michelle Merring plays his second
wife in his later years.
Bloodthirsty and cruel with the
whip, Franc Ross plays neighboring
slave owner and Confederate
firebrand Robert Barnwell Rhett, and
Justin Blanchard plays the ineffectual
Reverend French who does nothing
to stop the horror.
Rounding out the ensemble
were Matthew Clair, Joseph Darby,
Emerson Haller, Ethan Haslam,
Fallon Heaslip, Frank Krueger, Eden
Lederer, Joelle Lewis, Tariq Mieres,
Danezion Mills, Michaela Molden,
Kenneth Montley, Venice MountainZona, Susan Stangl, Sage Michael
Stone, Monique Thompson and
Elliott Grey Wilson.
The action of the play is
punctuated by Negro spirituals,
sung by the a cappella group Street
Corner Renaissance (NBC’s The Sing
Off, Season 4; PBS special DooWop
Generation), featuring members
Charles (Sonny) Banks, Robert
Henley III, Maurice Kitchen, Torrence
Brannon Reese and Anthony Snead.
The title Trouble the Water comes
from the African American spiritual,
Wade in the Water.
The creative team for Trouble the
Water includes lighting designer
Hayden Kirschbaum; sound designer
Marshall McDaniel; costume designer
Yuan Yuan Liang; prop master Dante
Carr; dramaturg Stuart K. Robinson
and cultural competency coordinator
Kikanza Nuri-Robins. Kim Cameron
is the production stage manager.
Trouble the Water is supported in
part by the National Endowment for
the Arts and the City of Los Angeles
Department of Cultural Affairs and
plays on Theatricum’s outdoor stage
in Topanga through October 2. Meet
novelist Rebecca Dwight Bruff at the
prologue (pre-show discussion) on
Saturday, Sept. 24 from 6:30-7 p.m.
Theatricum Botanicum Tickets
The amphitheater is terraced into the
hillside, so audience members are
advised to dress casually (warmly for
evenings) and bring cushions for bench
seating. Patrons are welcome to arrive
early and picnic before a performance.
Check the Theatricum website prior to
each performance for current, up-todate COVID-19 safety protocols.
Tickets range from $10 to $42.
Premium seating is available for $60.
Children four and under are free.
Pay What You Will (cash only at the
door) ticket pricing will be available
on the following dates: Friday, Aug.
5 at 7:30 p.m.; Friday, Aug. 26 at
7:30 p.m.; and Sunday, Sept. 4 at
3:30 p.m. For a complete schedule
of performances, to purchase tickets
and for information including up-todate COVID-19 protocols on the day
of each performance, call (310) 4553723 or visit theatricum.com.
Will Geer’s Theatricum Botanicum
is located at 1419 North Topanga
Canyon Blvd. in Topanga, midway
between Malibu and the San
Fernando Valley.

LETTERS
State Parks is Remiss on Brush Clearing
Dear Editor,
I’ve been raising hell for the last several
months about Entrada Road and the
State Park. I realize the State Park is
understaffed. Maybe it’s time to see if
the State Park can be taken over by the
National Park Service. There is at least
one National Park area in the Santa
Monica Mountains, and if the State
Park can’t make the park more safe
and less likely to have a catastrophic
wildfire, maybe the National Parks
Service can if it can get that kind of
jurisdiction. Any suggestions you
have, I’m all ears! Reminder: Brush
Clearance deadline is May 1st.
Doesn’t that apply to the State Park as
well along Entrada Road?
I’m re-attaching the Brush photos
where the brush has literally fallen
onto Entrada Road, blocking part of
the lane going down Entrada Road to
Topanga Canyon Blvd. It’s extremely
dangerous, not only to traffic, but an
incredible fire hazard. This area is
just above the Dead Horse Parking
Lot, 1/16 to 1/8 mile up Entrada.
Also, the meadow across from
our house at 21056 Entrada Road,
which is part of Topanga State Park
used to be cleared every year for fire
prevention. The meadow is all dead
weeds as well as dead thistle, which
I was told by the Park Service is
invasive and should be removed.
If you walk in on the 92 trail
entrance on Entrada Rd., about 200

PHOTOS BY DAVID BLATTEL

Overgrown brush on 92 “Dead Horse”
Trail from entrance on Entrada Road
towards Trippet Ranch. This is only
one small area of the 92 trail. The
Musch Trail to the campground is
much worse. Dead weeds falling onto
Entrada Road block part of the lane,
approximately 1/16th mile above
Dead Horse Parking Lot. This is State
Park property.

feet up Entrada, there is a wood
bridge for water drainage shortly
after you walk onto the trail. At some
point the State Park cut up some
trees and moved dead tree limbs and
branches stacked in the weeds along
the trail just before you cross over the
wood plank bridge. The bridge has a
“Saw Horse type Warning” where the
bridge has a hole in it. This has been
like this for several years, and has
never been repaired!
What the heck is going on? The
State Park used to take care of the
park. The 92 trail is also overgrown,
leading from Entrada to near the
Trippet Ranch Parking Lot. Then
the Musch Trail that leads to the
campground from Trippet Ranch is
also completely overgrown. It is not

safe because of rattlesnakes. With
the weeds on the trail you cannot
see them. Come fall, it will be even
more dangerous on the overgrown
trails with ticks that can badly infect
people with lyme disease.
Mr. Blattel can be reached at:
david@davidblattel.com; or (310)
600-9869.

To contact Timothy Pershing, Sr.
Field Deputy to Assemblymember
Richard Bloom: tim.pershing@asm.
ca.gov.
To contact Rosi Dagit, Sr. Biologist
for the Resource Conservation
District of the Santa Monica
Mountains: rdagitrcd@gmail.com
—David Blattel

19696 Grand View Dr. $1,150,000
SOLD

Lisa Saver
CalBre Lic.#01203202

310.455.2540
Mobile 310.804.8607
TopangaHomesOnline.com

Charming two bedroom, two bath, View home in Fernwood area of Topanga
Canyon. This sweet home is located on approx. 4/10 of an acre with
amazing trees and panoramic views. This home has multiple wrap around
viewing decks and a spacious custom stone patio. Perfect for entertaining!
There’s also a large flat grassy lawn and a detached studio – Office. Very
private and quiet. Lovely garden setting. Close to hiking trails, PCH, and
Malibu’s most beautiful beaches.

Sotheby’s International Realt y and the Sotheby’s
International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered)
service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s
International Realty, Inc. If your property is listed with a
real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to
solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy
to work with them and cooperate fully.
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PHOTOS BY ANNEMARIE DONKIN

A Topanga Memorial fo

Ron “RD” Denend—RD recalled getting a job from
Dick Sherman. “He told me, ‘don’t wreck the truck;
don’t lose the tools; and if you don’t know what you are
doing, maybe you shouldn’t do it.’ Well, I said, two out
of three ain’t bad.”

Lyn Sherman—“We had a great life together. We are
two hard-headed, opinionated, bright people who lived
independent for years—for some reason it worked.”

Carol Montes—”I know why he had that huge bank of
computer monitors in his office. It’s because he told me
it made him feel like Capt. Kirk. To me, he’ll always be
Capt. Kirk.”

Richard Sherman—A Man

R

PHOTO IS COURTESY OF THE TOPANGA MESSENGER

By Annemarie Donkin

PHOTO IS COURTESY OF TOPANGA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Lyn and Dick with hydrant presented to him at a TCEP Volunteer Awards
event
held at the Mountain Mermaid.

Contractor Jay Fernandez and “Septic King” Dick Sherman cleared damaged
roads and slides caused by heavy rains in 1980.
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ichard Newton Sherman, aka “Dick Sherman” was a wellknown contractor in Malibu and Topanga for more than
60 years, specializing in underground utilities and septic
systems.
He died peacefully at age 86 on Dec. 30, 2021 in a rehab
facility due to long-term cardiovascular issues. His wife, Lyn and her
bloodhound were by his side.
If you needed a job or to get a job done, Dick Sherman was your man.
His fleet of bright green “Topanga Underground” trucks were known
throughout the area.
Tribute for Richard Sherman
As a tribute to her former boss, Serena Wiley organized a beautiful
gathering of old friends, neighbors and Topanga stalwarts on July 24 to bid
farewell to their friend and colleague.
More than 100 folks gathered at the 1909 to reminisce or share
war stories about Richard and his antics while running Topanga
Underground.
His colleagues remembered that he was always solving engineering
problems, whether it was laying pipe, installing septic systems, moving
earth or installing the famous boxcar over Topanga Creek—while wearing
his signature cowboy boots and white Levi’s.
When he wasn’t in his signature green truck with blue flames, he drove
around in his fully restored white 1970 Cadillac Coupe de Ville—he was a
Topanga legend.
In 1991, Richard married his high school sweetheart, Karolyn “Lyn”
Mumma, and they lived in Topanga for the next 30 years, until her move to
Vancouver, WA after her retirement.
Yet, Richard maintained “he had to work” so he stayed in Canoga Park
working and commuting to Vancouver, until his health issues made it
impossible for him to fly.
During the last few years of his life, Richard lived in Canoga Park,
assisted by Carol Montes, her brother Carly, and their family.

or Richard Sherman

Serena Wiley—With assistance from Jay Fernandez,
they planned and facilitated the event. “I got my
first job with Richard when I was 18. He taught me
computers and that’s what I do now, I’m an IT person.
He was forever generous with his time, extensive
knowledge and wisdom. A friend for more than 35
years, I am at a loss.” ””

Jay Fernandez—“Dick had his traits. He over-complicated
a lot of things and he blazed his own trail. When he found
out someone needed a new pipeline up Paradise Lane,
he thought, ‘I can do that.’ He worked on that project,
became a pipeline contractor and what do you know?
After that, we all became pipeline contractors.”

Jimmy Wiley—“He loved to open up the street and f**k
up people’s lives. He really didn’t believe in the word
‘nightmare’ because he had a solution to everything.”

n for All Septics
Heartfelt Memories Under the Oaks
After enjoying trays of delicious sweets and savories by Serena Wiley, the
memorial moved outdoors to the amphitheater where folks took to the
microphone and told stories.
His widow, Lyn, took the mic first and told stories of how they got
together.
“I stood him up for the senior prom and went off and married and had
children with somebody else,” she said. “I’m not proud of that but there
is more to that story. That’s where I was when I went to my 35th high
school reunion in Columbus, Ohio and I went out of curiosity. Richard
was there, being his normal, business self.”
Lyn said Richard didn’t even ask her out during the five-day reunion.
“I went back to Georgia,” she said. “He went back to California. One
month later, I went to Sacramento for a medical conference and visited him
in Topanga, otherwise, I’d still be in Savannah. We went to Catalina on a
friend’s big sailboat and the rest is history. We had a great life together. We
are two hard-headed, opinionated, bright people, who lived independent
for years—for some reason it worked.”
Lyn then talked about the special folks who helped her and Richard in
the end.
“I can’t thank Serena and Jimmy Wiley enough, the people who put
this together, she said. “There’s just so many people who supported him
throughout,” she said, “I can’t thank them enough. Such as Carol Montes
and her brother, Carly. I am eternally grateful for their care and love and
cannot tell you how much it means to me. I can’t say that Vancouver,
Washington is home. I have a house but it’s not the same thing as being in
your emotional home. Thank you everybody, I love you all.”
Then, Serena Wiley welcomed and thanked everyone and talked about
her experience working for Topanga Unlimited before Richard changed
the name to Topanga Underground in 1990.
“I went to work and got my first job with him when I was 18,” she
said. “It was a real job in an office where I learned so much generosity
and how to run a business-ish. But he was on the forefront of technology
and he taught me how to use a computer; it laid the foundation for my
career, that is what I do, I’m an IT person. Jimmy (Wiley) worked for the

same company and what do you know, we got married and had three kids.
Working at Topanga Unlimited changed the trajectory of my life.”
Contractor and firefighter Jay Fernandez livened things up with a
classic Dick Sherman story.
“I met Richard in the early ’70s when my family moved to Topanga,”
Fernandez said. “He mentored me. Richard should have been an engineer,
he had a mind for it; he should have had a masters in engineering. One
story: We were unloading 4,500 pounds of 8-inch pipe and 40 feet long.
I picked it up with a backhoe, and when I was setting it, Richard couldn’t
understand why it took so long to unload one truck, because there were
other trucks that were coming up with pipe. I told Richard, ‘This is a
delicate operation,’ but he jumps up on that stack of pipe, pushes everyone
out of the way and wraps himself around the center of the pipe. He goes to
step across it and the pipe came up and now he’s riding it. Now, he’s on the
end, it’s spinning around, everybody is just like, ‘I can’t look,’ and ‘what
the hell is going on,’ there might have been an inspector, I don’t know… it’s
4,500 pounds of pipe, he’s literally riding it like one of those bulls. As he’s
riding, it slides and tilts down closer to the ground, he goes to step off it,
it catches his leg, he flops over and rolls around. It was the first time I saw
his white pants get dirty and I’m just hoping my tractor doesn’t flip over.
Of course, I’m dealing with this pipe and Richard literally stands up and
says, ‘That’s how you do it,’ walks straight back to his truck and takes off to
change his underwear and his pants.”
Everyone roared with laughter.
“He was my mentor,” Fernandez said. “When this town was flooded
in 1980 and all the roads were washed out here, in Old Topanga, he came
to fix all the water mains, because he was certified to do it. Richard saved
Topanga. He loved Topanga.”
•••••
There is a Richard Sherman GoFundMe page. Memorial donations can be
made to: GoFundMe.com/Richard-Sherman-Topanga. Proceeds will help
pay for the memorial service and expenses. Any additional money will
be donated to The Blue Bell Cat Foundation in Laguna Beach, CA, in
Richard’s name.
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Dog Days 2022

For the Love of Dogs & the Dogs we Love
In the ’70s, we used to call Topanga “Dog Town” because everyone had dogs, usually
in multiples. While Topanga’s residents have changed over the years, over the
centuries, in fact, one thing hasn’t changed: It’s still “Dog Town.” It’s not that we
don’t have cats and other animals; they’re just not as visible as our dogs. So here are
a few dog stories that explain everything about why we love dogs and they love us.

Miley’s
Motto:
Take every
moment
one day at
a time and
live it to the
fullest.

We have one more Dog Days issue on August 19. Send a photo and a few words by
August 12, and you’re in: editor@thecanyonchronicle.com

Smiley Miley
Olivia

For Livvie, home is wherever Mama Katie
is and vice versa.

While I was recently recovering
from a major medical debacle
(Really Bad!), all I could think
about was getting back to my
street in Topanga and walking my
faithful pup, Livvie. Well, it took
two years, but we finally made it.
So, when people say, “I always see
you walking your dog,” in a way
that’s sometimes not so polite, I
just smile because I know we’re
right where we want to be.
—Katie Dalsemer

My heart was lost when I lost my old doggie
Looked and looked through shelters to see
Now Smiley Miley’s the one for me
A Golden lab with personality
Found her on Craig’s List, a surprise to me.
What joy a Lab pup, so wiggly, can be
A Christmas gift
That gave me a lift.
Took years to find that special one,
Now, as if planned, the search was done.
I lost my Mother, let the tears flow,
Miley licked them away, how did she know?
She brought happiness in days full of sorrow
Now we live our days with no thought of tomorrow.
Dogs bring love to our heart, but when they leave, they tear it apart.
Now Miley is eight and this is her fate,
To bring love and laughter until the hereafter.
—Pamela Mesaros

Bono Meets the Mountain Lion

Milo King

Hi, I’m Bono, your friendly Topanga neighbor! My dad, the
rock star and singer, Jules, adopted me from Bakersfield
when I was eight weeks old and told me, “He was gonna
show me the world!” Since that first day, we’ve explored up
and down the west coast and we love living in Topanga! We
recently encountered a huge and beautiful mountain lion at
Big Rock (between Red Rock and Zuniga) and dad told me
to back up slowly. After the mountain lion followed us for
a few minutes, he stopped–then we got home safe! Luckily,
dad carries a bear horn and a walking stick to help keep
us protected. My dad and I have the same birthday March
15 (Ides of March), so that’s cool :). My dad, Jules, wrote a
dance song about the mountain lion called, “Daylight,” and
I’ll be starring in the music video in a couple months. Keep
a lookout! My one piece of advice for new pups out there:
Get to the beach! See ya around town!
—Bono & Dad, Jules Gerard

My name is Georgia and my wife and
I wanted to submit our dog, Milo,
for your Dog Days celebration. Milo
King is one of the newest residents
of Topanga. He moved here June
1st, 2022, with his two moms, Nina
and Georgia King. Fully grown at 10
pounds, he’s also one of the smallest
canine residents, although what he
lacks in size he makes up for in heart.
Milo loves hiking and sunbathing.
In his free time, he enjoys eating
snacks and hiding socks around the
house.
Thanks so much for all that you
do!!
—Georgia & Nina

Bono, bitty
but brave
like his
dad when
confronted
with a
mountain
lion.

Starshep Sensibility
Chris and I sensed it was time to try a rescue.
We visited a few, but it was Daisy’s Adopt a Pet
photo when I sensed this was our dog. The
previous owners could not keep her. She was shy
and anxious yet sensed we offered protection.
Chris was doubtful until he took her for a walk
where she had the good sense to calm down and
press against his knee. We took her to lunch nearby
where she behaved as if we’d done it for years.
People are drawn to her sweetness, and she senses
those who need a lick. Renamed Starshep, she is the
most loving dog ever. When her former owner, a
nurse caring for COVID patients, said getting masks was hard, I broke
down sobbing. Starshep hugged me and licked the tears. It’s great to have
a beautiful soul to lick your sadness away.
—Sarah Baisley & Chris Hartz
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Starshep knows when
whole-body hugs,
kisses and licks are in
order.

Milo King has a thing about socks.

Rude interruptions
Dog Days and August Heat
By Joel Bellman

T

o mark my upcoming birthday in
a few weeks—it’s not a milestone,
just another step on the long march
to inevitable fogeyhood—let’s take a
break from politics and celebrate the
month of August.
Since ancient times, late July and
early August have been known as the
dog days of summer, and not because
“only mad dogs and Englishmen go
out in the midday sun” (Rudyard
Kipling).
It’s because that’s when Sirius, the
brightest star in the sky—a binary
star system known as the Dog Star,
for its prominence at the dog’s breast
in the constellation Canis Major—
can begin to be seen on the eastern
horizon rising in the early morning
just ahead of the sun itself. The early
Greeks figured that the morning
star Sirius (which in Greek means
“glowing” or “scorching”) appearing
alongside the sun intensified its heat.
Today we know that it’s a function
of the earth’s plane of the ecliptic
and its axial tilt, which causes the
sunlight to strike the earth’s surface
in the Northern Hemisphere at
a more direct angle. But what we
gain in astronomy, we lose a little in
poetry and mystery.
It’s an interval that gets hot and
miserable, associated with fever,
lethargy, drought—but also with
thunderstorms ( headline today from
New York Public Radio’s Gothamist:
“Thunderstorms and flash flooding
expected to interrupt seventh day of
heat in NYC”). In Egypt, dog days
herald the seasonal flooding of the
Nile, whose onset is traditionally
celebrated as an annual holiday for
its agricultural benefits.
Fever, not so great: one of the
many unwelcome symptoms of the
lingering COVID pandemic, now
enjoying its latest resurgence with
the particularly nasty BA.5 Omicron
subvariant, which seems to be hitting
everybody we know from President
Biden on down.
Drought, well, yeah—according
to the National Integrated Drought
Information System (a mutli-agency
partnership that monitors these
things), more than half of the Lower
48 states are currently in a drought,
and closer to home, that includes
all of Los Angeles County. In fact,
more than a third of the County is
experiencing “Extreme Drought,”
the second-most severe conditions,
ominously characterized by “Fire
season lasts year-round; fires occur in
typically wet parts of state; burn bans
are implemented, water is inadequate
for agriculture, wildlife, and urban
needs; reservoirs are extremely low;
hydropower is restricted.”
To briefly digress, the drought
and water issue in particular has
been a sore point with me for a long
time, and it’s not just a seasonal
thing. Water policy was one of the
first issues I tackled as a young intern
researching radio editorials for
what was then the #1 station in the

Los Angeles market. I cut my teeth
on the Peripheral Canal debate, a
proposed “delta conveyance facility”
that was part of a package of water
projects signed into law that year
by Gov. Jerry Brown. This was an
open canal designed to skirt the
eastern edge of the Sacramento-San
Joaquin River Delta and carry more
fresh Northern California water
southward. It was also intended to
correct the hyrdrological problems
from the existing pumping system
that pulled all the southbound
water directly through the Delta.
That practice eroded the Delta farm
levees, depleted the fish populations,
degraded the water export quality
with pesticide-laden agricultural
runoff, and wasted more water than
necessary flushing out the Delta into
San Francisco Bay.
More than 40 years ago, our
Southern California water agencies
were warning that the demand for
Northern California water would
become more acute. As populations
grew, our groundwater supplies
were overdrafted, and our Colorado
River imports were incrementally
reduced under legal agreements with
competing states. But no sooner
had Brown signed that historic
bill—a measure that would have
completed the so-called “missing
link” in the State Water Project
successfully championed back in
the 1960s by his father, Gov. Pat
Brown—than an unholy alliance of
hardcore environmentalists and Big
Agriculture qualified and passed a
referendum that overturned the law
only two years later.
Since then, with every proposed
Delta fix bitterly opposed by
envirionmentalists and agribusiness,
and successive governors—up to and
including Gov. Newsom—failing to
deal with it, the underlying supply
problems have only gotten worse.
Thanks to climate change, the
drought maps show quite clearly
over the past 20 years that the
natural drought cycles, prevailing
for centuries, are longer and more
intense. We’re only at the beginning
of our multi-year drought period.
We can’t blame the dog days
for all of that, but according to the

Farmer’s Almanac, by the time you
read this they’ll officially be almost
over—though Californians know
that the weather traditionally stays
hot and dry through September and
fire dangers remain high.
But let’s try and look on the
bright side. My brother and I (and
a surprising number of cousins) all
share birthdays in August, which
is something to look forward to.
Moreover, I proudly share my own
birthday with some famous folks:
“Bird,” jazz legend Charlie Parker;
director William Friedkin (French
Connection, The Exorcist); actors
Ingrid Bergman, Rebecca DeMornay,
and Elliott Gould; pop star Michael

Jackson; and that most mavericky of
mavericks, Arizona Sen. John McCain.
For some years, though, my
birthday has also been tinged with
melancholy because it was in 2005,
while we celebrated my 50th, that
we heard the news that Hurricane
Katrina had just made landfall in
New Orleans. It seemed initially like
the city had dodged the worst of it,
but as we partied, unimaginable
disaster was slowly unfolding there.
Hemingway wrote that, “The
world breaks everyone, but afterward,
some are strong at the broken places.”
I try to keep that in mind, not just
in the dog days of August, or of our
lives in general, but every day.
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LONG DISTANCE LISTENING PARTY
It Doesn’t Take a Genius…
By Miles Erickson

M

y family constantly clowns on me for the
time I called my mom crying asking to be
picked up from summer camp. I was 11 and the
video, Halo 3, had just come out so honestly it’s
a decision I still stand by. Also, unless you’re
one of the Village People or just really need a
place to crash, why would you want to spend
an entire week at a YMCA sleep-away summer
camp?
I was thinking about this because I’m
currently staring at a giant Metaverse billboard
outside my apartment. I imagine that in 10 years
parents will be able to just enter in their credit
card numbers and plug their kid into the matrix
for the entire summer. Imagine being a parent
watching TV when suddenly you get a voice
memo from your kid, who’s currently attending
the Metaverse summer camp.
“Mooooommm the plug is hurting my brain
outlet! Can I please come home?”
“Honey the Walmart virtual shopping
assistant/Metaverse health lodge nurse
examined your frontal cortex and the
diagnostics they ran said nothing was wrong.
Here, I just bought you some ETC. Go buy a
cherry Faygo or a Fortnite Chug Jug from the
Trading Post commissary.”
Also, while on the subject, I noticed that you
can buy alcohol in the Metaverse VR Walmart.
Clearly, whoever designed this system doesn’t
understand the internet. It doesn’t take a genius
to anticipate that it will take exactly five minutes
from the time of launch for there to be YouTube
videos titled, “Buying alcohol underage hack
any % speedrun 30.31 seconds.”
Long Distance Listening Party Vol. 14
This playlist is available on Spotify. Search “Long
Distance Listening Party” or my username,
Mileserickson-354.
• Starstruck, Sorry.
• All the Sad Young Men, Spector.
• Doing it To Death, The Kills.
• Felony, Spector.
• Two Against One, Danger Mouse, Daniele
Luppi, Jack White, Norah Jones.
• F**k Marry Kill, Daddy Issues.
• Sleazy Bed Track (BBC Evening Session
1998), The Bluetones.
Starstruck, Sorry. Rarely do I write about a song
just to say that I like it. I’ve said this before, but
when compiling these playlists, I usually end up
listening to about 70 new songs a week. Songs
that stick out to me on the first listen are few and
far between. “Starstruck” is extremely fresh, and
that’s all I’ve really got to say about it. Though I

12

August 5 • Vol. 3 No. 15

will say that I was slightly disappointed by their
most recent single, “Let the Lights On,” which
tries and doesn’t quite succeed at capturing that
same lightning in a bottle.
Felony, Spector. Spector is a band that
constantly puts out music that sounds like it
should be on the Top 40 pop charts. They make
music that has all the elements of successful
pop songs, but, other than their song, “Chevy
Thunder,” hitting number one in the UK’s
alternative charts, they never took off in a
way most people feel they should have. Of
the two songs in this playlist, I think “All the
Sad Young Men” is the better piece. It is much
closer to the kind of music that used to be put
out by bands like the Killers and New Order,
whereas “Felony” feels more modern. Also,
I’m anticipating an interview with Spector
for the next column, so I’m not going to lean
too hard into the fact that the lyrics could be
interpreted as being about loving someone
who is underage.

Two Against One, Danger Mouse, Daniele
Luppi, Jack White, Norah Jones. I don’t
know why this song feels so dated. Maybe
because we’re far beyond the point of Norah
Jones’ CDs being sold at your local Starbucks.
Also, the only people I’ve ever known to
actually own one of those CDs were Starbucks
employees who got the unsold copies as a
“Bonus” for working hard. This song is good,
it’s definitely overshadowed by the fact that it
appears on the same album as Norah Jones and
Dangermouse’s “Black,” which, even though
it doesn’t have very many Spotify streams, is
a song that’s used in so many movie and TV
show soundtracks that I deemed it too popular
for this column.
Miles Erickson is a recent graduate of CalArts,
published author, and currently enrolled in a
prestigious, four-year, student loan repayment
program. Long Distance Listening Party’s vague
intention is to discuss topics framed in the
context of what I’m currently listening to.

ALL THINGS CONNECTED
The Hospitalists
Today’s medical care system
is severely broken. When
the bad thing happens, as
patients, we need support
and advocates to guide us.

there is no need to worry about
billing or directly dealing with
insurers or maintaining an office and
staff or the commitment of the longterm management of complicated,
chronically compromised patients.

By Paula LaBrot

How it Works
The modern patient’s primary doctor’s
care stops at the door of the hospital.
In-hospital treatment is provided by
hospitalists who are, usually, internists
trained in acute care. They are tasked
with “improving quality of care,
reducing length of stay and lowering
the cost of care.” Look at these three
tasks and start thinking about how
the first task may be compromised
by pressure from the other two tasks.
You are treated for the cause of your
hospitalization. All other care must be
done as an outpatient.
According to Dr. John Krisa,
writing for Society of Hospital
Medicine, “Although there are many
benefits to the hospital medicine
model of inpatient care, there is
perhaps no greater Achilles heel than
the discontinuity inherent to the care
model.” Lack of continuity among a
patient’s health care support team has
inherent safety issues. While it is true
that electronic medical records (EMRs)
make a patient’s history available to any
of the health support team, you have
to understand how cumbersome these
records are and how much time it takes
to find information which is buried in
layers and layers of digital pages.

M

illennials are often derogatorily
accused of being and acting
“entitled,” meaning they possess
feelings of having a right to certain
benefits or privileges. But, when you
think about it, maybe that entitled
feeling is not all bad, especially in a
free society. After all, our very own
Declaration of Independence states
quite clearly, “We hold these truths to
be self-evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”
I think it’s a good thing to expect
certain things like equal justice or
access to education. I think it’s a good
thing to expect the food supply to be
safe or our water to be clean. I think
it’s a good thing to expect providers
to take good care of you when you
are in the hospital. But what I think
patients are entitled to is not what
many are experiencing.
There is a system problem. The
providers are good people, but the
systems they work in prevent them,
actually prevent them, from acting as
true healers. What follows is meant
as a patient guide for 21st century
hospital care.
A Little History
The modern term ‘hospitalist’ was
coined in 1996 by Dr. Robert Wachter
and Dr. Lee Goldman. They developed
the field as a way of providing skilled
physicians available to patients in the
hospital 24/7. Previous to the rise in
hospitalist care, a patient’s primary
provider would do rounds once or
twice a day on hospitalized patients and
work at their offices in between visits,
rushing to the hospital for emergencies.
Critical care physicians manned the
intensive care units in shifts.
Today, being a hospitalist works
out well for providers who want
regular hours. Salaries range from
$256,000 to $310,000 a year, and

•

•

•

•

Remember, the
hospitalist doesn’t
know you or your
history.
Ask the hospitalist, how and
when you may contact them
and when they are available to
talk to your advocates.
Ask the hospitalist if they are
sending all your results and
notes to your primary doctor and
check with the primary doctor on
your progress daily. Expect to be
billed for a zoom or phone visit
from your primary.
If a patient has multiple system
problems, the hospitalist may
be reluctant to call in consults
on ancillary problems. Ask your
primary to do it, in case you need
a gastro, neuro, psych, etc. consult
so you don’t have to be running
around to a million offices when
you are discharged.
If you will need extra care, ask
your primary to order home
health services for you which may
include physical therapy, instead
of being shipped off to a stepdown facility. I use Attain Home
Health for our family.

Expect Service
If, as the head hospitalist of a major
Los Angeles hospitalist group said,
“Hospitalists are focusing strictly on
diagnosing, treating, and stabilizing
acute medical problems,” I want

Tips for the Patient from Aging
Care and Elsewhere
• Have an advocate! Someone
whom you trust who will go with
you and watch over your care
while you are in the hospital.
Don’t go alone, if you can help it!
• To get the best out of a hospitalist’s
unique and helpful skill set, set
up a line of communication with
your regular provider first. It’s
easy these days to keep in touch
on apps like MyChart. Set that up
with your doctor before you get
admitted. That way, you or your
advocate can ask your doctor to
interface with the hospitalist when
you need to.
• Check that your prescription
history is correct in the record.

Jennifer deSpain,
CPA, CFP®

Business/Personal Tax &
Financial Services
Tel. 818.883.4800

B a c k -to -S c h oo l
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have a
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l
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Eye Exams
and Glasses
Call or Schedule Online

747.232.2202

lunaoptometry.com
Gelson’s Village - 22247 Mulholland Hwy, Calabasas

Photo by Miriam Geer.
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a doctor
focusing strictly
on diagnosing, treating,
and stabilizing the whole
patient. It’s the difference
between person-centered
and medical-problemcentered treatment. G and I
both had a hospitalization this
year. Both of us were stunned by
the hospitalist visits. They never
took off their stethoscopes and
listened to chests or felt for the pulses
in feet or did any kind of hands-on
clinical exam. It was three-minute
visits, almost all of it looking at or
entering data into the computer.
Those are the waters Millennials
swim in. They don’t know any
different, so they don’t know to
expect a different kind of treatment.
They are totally naïve about what they
could expect and have no inkling of
what good clinical medicine is.
I don’t want to be taken care of in
a paradigm that values getting me out
quickly more than it values my life. If
we are going to use hospitalists, and I
do think many of them are excellent
doctors, I am going to strongly support
involving the primary caregiver
much more in the process, including
financially. I want someone in charge
who knows me. Someone in charge
with whom I have a relationship.
It’s the Medical Arts, not the
Medical Business!
Vamos a ver… with soul!

CanyonOakFinancial .com
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Travel
Riding in the Hoof Prints of Isabella Bird
By Linda Ballou

F

ired
by
the
rapturous
descriptions of Estes Park and
surrounds by Isabella Bird, a plucky
Englishwoman who rode 800-miles
solo in the Rockies in 1873, I
headed to Colorado to breathe in
the beauty of the region for myself.
Isabella, like many people suffering
from the damp in England, came
to Colorado for “the pure dry air.”
She waxed poetic about the granite
faces of the peaks flushing crimson
at days end with a religious fervor
in her travel memoir Lady of the
Rockies.
Her first stay in Colorado was

PHOTO BY LINDA BALLOU

Alberta Falls Trail is a 1.6-mile out-and-back trail near Estes Park, Colorado. Generally considered an easy route, it takes an
average of 42 minutes to complete. The scenic 30-foot waterfall thunders down a narrow gorge on Glacier Creek.
Isabella Bird, the subject of Linda
Ballou’s historical novel, “Embrace
of the Wild,” rode 800 miles in the
Rockies in 1873.

with the Alexanders, squatters
on the land where Sylvan Dale
Ranch rests today. Sylvan Dale,

It’s not Just a Ride, it’s an Experience!

Dr.'s Appointments,
Business & Personal Trips

Airports Plus!
We know every driveway
- Since 1999 -

310.455.1924
310.456.4284 cell

Maskirsed
Requ

jenise@CanyonCarService.com
www.CanyonCarService.com
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established in 1946 by the Jessup
family, sits on the banks of the
energetic Big Thompson River
lined with cottonwoods. With
manicured grounds, private cabins
for extended families, facilities for
weddings and family reunions, it
provides an all-inclusive holiday
with activities for all shapes and
sizes.
The ranch land is where the vast
open plains meet the staggering
peaks of the Rocky Mountains.
Horseback rides and hikes at Sylvan
Dales take you through varied
terrain rich in history of the region.
Spring-green grazing meadows
spiked with wildflowers are banked
by the lush river corridor snaking
through towering walls of salmoncolored rock to vistas of the 14,000
foot snow-capped peaks in the
distance.
Isabella yearned to ride in Estes
Park, the gateway to what is now
the Rocky Mountain National Park,
just 15-miles away as the crow flies.
In 1873 the park was a wilderness
inhabited by a few hunters, trappers
and gold seekers along with a full
complement of wild animals. It was
once the hunting grounds of the Ute
Indians who were run out by settlers
claiming it for their own. The bison
that roamed here were slaughtered
and replaced with cattle grazing in
tall stands of grass in the parks (or
meadows) framed in stern, snowstreaked sentinels.
The delicate Victorian lady
was subjected to menial labor by
the stern, Scottish Alexanders
while she waited for a guide to
take her to Estes Park. Instead
of safe passage, she was taken

on a wild goose chase through a
series of gulches that ended at an
impassable box canyon. Sketches in
her notebook identify the spot that
remains untouched today. It was
not until 1904 that the dramatic
canyon, framed in otherworldly
rock pinnacles that leads to Estes
Park, was able to be navigated via
Highway 34. Undaunted, Isabella
took an alternate route through
Longmont that would eventually
deliver her to what she dubbed the
“Inner World.”
Resident historian, David
Armstrong, gives a workshop in the
fall detailing Ms. Bird’s adventures
on present day Sylvan Dale land. The
ranch also welcomes you to join in
a trip back in time with Gray Wolf
when part of the ranch is restored
to an authentic Cheyenne tipi camp
in Cottonwood Gulch. A slide show
of the history of the ranch that has
endured more than one flood from
the tumultuous Big Thompson River
is one evening’s entertainment along
with a singing cowboy, and square
dancing.
Only an hour’s drive out of
Denver, just seven miles west of
Loveland, the ranch is an easily
accessed step back in time. The
moment I arrived, my molecules
began to settle back into place. A dip
in the cooling pool got rid of road
dust, followed up by a snooze in my
comfy cabin overlooking the river
and I was good to go. Sipping a cool
one on the porch listening to birds
twitter and the lulling voice of the
river as a rosy blush marked the end
of a carefree day is what I remember
best about my stay.
Izzy never had it so good.
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Creek side dining for
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Searchlight Insurance Services
Craig Phelps
T: 888-257-8200
C: 626-437-7900
F: 877-777-5199
SMS: 310-455-8205

A perfect place for that
special moment Weddings,
Events & Private Parties
(310) 455-1311
128 Old Topanga Canyon
Road, Topanga, CA 90290
innoftheseventhray.com

cphelps@searchlightinsurance.com
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You Can Control Your Environment
R.W. ROLDAN
HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING
Locally Owned

SERVICE & INSTALLATION

Ray Roldan
Travis Roldan
818.477.7932
818.288.7078

Lic. 585114

Luxury Eco-Chic
Tiny Home $125,000
Shannon Toma 310.913.8366
homesweettiny@gmail.com
Text for info or appointment

Skilled craftsmanship, attention to detail, and environmental
responsibility in a warm, minimal aesthetic—this house on wheels is
the perfect combination of cozy and chic, built with sustainability in
mind and all the amenities. Ready to tow to your location!

BODY • MIND • HEART • SOUL

Holistic Wellness
& Healing
Dianne Porchia, MA, DMBM
310.455.2851
porchiaswish.com

LIFE IN BALANCE

Healing the Human Experience
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It’s Barbara Allen E.A. ic!
310-455-2375

Offering virtual sessions for
Couples, Families, Individuals

Tax Preparation & Audit Representation

30-minute complimentary
consultation sessions available

Estates, Trusts and Tax-Exempt Entities

262.729.3317 | erinvalentelmft@gmail.com

FOR
SALE
2 01 5 F ia t 5 0 0 Sport s
Excellent condition. Low mileage
(about 25,000). New battery. Recently
serviced. Perfect for canyon roads.

Contact Shai (818) 800-1759
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HEAL Documentary
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For Individuals, Small Businesses,
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®

Ranked Top 10% Keller Williams
Pacific Palisades | Malibu | Topanga

T: 310.774.3824 | C:310.739.4216
tanyastarcevich@gmail.com
www.tanyashouses.com
Broker #01499010 | BRE Lic #01864259
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Pritchett-RapfTOPANGA
Realtors

Offices in Malibu & Topanga

(310) 455-4363 • PRTopanga.com
Call for more information!

MID-CENTURY
MODERN HOME

This mountain view home boasts floor to ceiling
windows and captures Topanga State Park.
Located at the end of the quiet cul-de-sac.
Massive cut stone fireplace grabs your attention
with an elegant oversized metal hood. The open
floor plan has sliding glass doors from the living
and dining room to the entertainer size decks to
drink in nature. The soaring wood ceilings create
a sense of spaciousness with embracing bamboo
floors, book shelves, light-filled rooms and stone
walls. It is waiting for you!

For Sale at $1,950,000
Chryssa Lightheart

(310) 663-3696
DRE# 01093433

IN ESCROW
Old Topanga Canyon Blvd. 3 Bed | 2 Bath
Chryssa Lightheart - (310) 663-3696

$5,000,000

Perfect combo of country living and business opportunity. Topanga’s original gem,
this was one of the original homes in this corner of the canyon. Since 2005, it has
hosted a successful private facility offering dog training, boarding, and daycare.

SOLD
Ensenada Dr., Woodland Hills 3 Bed | 2 Bath
Christine Kapetan - (310) 804-8336

$900,000

Charming haven close to fantastic hiking, restaurants and shops. Easy access to
PCH and Ventura Blvd. Large studio space has a second kitchenette and bath.
Perfect spot South of Blvd on tree lined street.

LEASED
Callado Way
2 Bed | 2 Bath
William Preston Bowling - (310) 428-5085

$649,200

Enjoy amazing views from this cozy California bungalow with detached rental. Close
to Edelman Park (MRCA-SMMC Open Space) trails. Property touches park owned
land to the East and has room to grow on the West. Main house is a major fixer.

LAND
BEAUTIFUL CANYON VIEWS OUTSIDE COASTAL
Topanga Skyline Dr.
$425,000
William Preston Bowling
2.74 acres
(310) 428-5085

LOCAL & GLOBAL

Bowers Drive
3 Bed | 2 Bath
Teresa Penner - (310) 849-3930

$9,900/mo

This stunning Craftsman home is recently renovated and updated to reflect the
timeless details of masterful woodwork combined with a chic modern approach
to design. In essence, this is Topanga style at its finest.

SOLD
HUGE BUILDING SITE WITH OCEAN VIEWS
Hawks Nest Trail
$300,000
William Preston Bowling
2.5 acre
(310) 428-5085

Pritchett-Rapf Realtors

LAND
MOUNTAIN VIEW LOT OUTSIDE COASTAL
Callado Way
$162,000
William Preston Bowling
0.42 acre
(310) 428-5085

CalDRE 00528707

